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N A T O  C O N F I D E N T I A L  

..I ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 
h A Ù i  

To : Members of the  Political.  Committee 

From:  Acting  Chairman 

PFCEPARATIOPITS FOR BELGRADE MEETING : ITWORMATION: 
- “7 

Attached are revised  Country Papers describing t’ne 
degree  of  cornpliznce by Warsaw  Pact  countries  with  the 
provisions of the  Final Act in the  Information  field, A s  
before,  they are sub-divided  into: Oral-and Printed 
Infomalion, FiLned  and  Broadcast  Information,  Working 
Conditions Tor Journalists,  Co-operation i n  the Fisld  of 
Infomation and Some  Aspects  of  Co-operation in Culhre and 
SCiucation, 

- 

2. This revised te-* incorporates the comments 
yeceived from some Allied  missions in Eastern  capitals  on 
the  first  draft  of ISD/144 and other  information  which has 
come  to  the  attention of the  International  Staff  since 
&rch 1977. 

3. The comments  received  from  East.ern  capitals  were 
very  helpful,  However,  considerable  ga S remain?  especially 
in the case of Bulgaria (no replies), t ph e GDR (only one 
reply)  and  the USSR (despite  its  importance,  only +,WO 
unco-ordinated  replies).  Replies  from  some  other  Eastern 
capitals  were f u l l y  co-ordinated.  The  clean  text, 
containing a thorough  and  co-ordinated  revision,  from 
Warsaw deserves  special  mention. 

4. I suggest  that  member  countries  wishing  to 
contribute  should ask their Missions in Eastern  Europe to 

\ have  another  careful look at ISD/l44(Revised),  and  consult 

This  document  includes: 3 Annexes 
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M A T  O c . O N F ' I D E N T I A L  

ISD/l44( Revised) -2- 

5 1 5.  In preparing this second  round  of respmses, 
participating  Eastern  missions  are  asked  to  try t o  answer all. 
questions in brackets,  to  meet  the  needs  for  information 
where  deficiencies are indicated,  and to correct  the  present 
text  where  necessary,  Elaboration of existing  information is 
welcomed.  The  Tables were in large  part  ignored  during  the 
first  round  and  need  bringing  up-to-date (miii-1977). Changes 
in performance  since  Helsinki  are  important. A final look 
is also  needed to the  Tables  wherein  judgements  on  individual 
performance  are  recorded,  and  to  the  Annexes  which  compare 
the  various  perfolmanc.es of East  European  countries in the 
Information  field, 

c 

6. Some areas  seem to call f o s  information  from  Allied 
capitals  rather  than fron Missions in Eastern  krrope. Ln 
particular,  little  information  has so far been  provided on 
Western  performance. Such information  would  seem  particularly 
desirable in order to help to answer predictable  Eastern 
criticisms  at  Belgrade. 

-to ISD/l44(Revisedj be submitted to the  International Staff 
by  Friday , . Thus the  material  can  be of 
use in the  arations  by Allies for Belgrsrde, 
and  the  final  versions of these  Country  Papers  prepared in 
advance  of the Main  Meeting. 

7. Although  time  is  short, it is suggested  that  replies 

(Signed) T.A.H. SOLESBY 

N -4"- T O C - @ N F I D E N T I A L  

-2- 
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NA- C O i? "Lilt- F - I  D E N T 1.A L 

-5- Chapter I 
SOVrET UNION 

sed) 

D 

OWL AND PRINTED INFORMATION 

-m- 
l. Soviet  performance in the  field of printed 

2. A reasonable  cross-section of Western  titles  are 

information is very  restrictive. 

imported  but in very  limited  numbers. 

3. Access  by  the  general  public  is  possible only t o  a 
few Western  Communist  pubiications on public  sale at 
certain  kiosks.  Tourists  however  may  purchase  limited 
out-of-date  numbers of Western  newspapers  and  news  magazines 
at  tourist  spots in MOSCOW,  Leningrad,  Kiev  and  other 
cities.  Although  subscriptions in principle  are  permitted, 
apart  from sone individual  subscriptions to publications 
approved in bilateral  agreements,  state  organizations  and 
institutions  are  the  primary  subscribers  to  Western 
information.  Access to holdings of Western  materials in 
special  libraries is  impossible  without  permission. 

4. There  has  been  no  significant  improvement in 
Soviet  performance in the  field  of  printed  information 
since  the Final Act. 

5. Since  Helsinki  the  Soviet  Union  has  not 
facilitated  any  major  improvement in the  dissemination of 
Western  printed  information,  despite its announcement in 
early 1976 that  it  would  begin  importing 18 additional 
non-Communist  newspapers  during  the  year  (it  claims 4 were 
being-imported at that time),  to  bring  the  total to.22.. 
This  claimed  total  does  not  seem  much  exaggerated,  thcugh 
the  degree of increase  since  Helsinki  may  be  less  than 
their  figures  suggest.  There  seems only a small improvement 
in  the  very  liEited  numbers  of  each  title  imported. 

6. The  Soviet  Union  has  brought no improvement in 
public  access to Western  information  since  Helsinki.  The 
only  noticeable  change  has  been  the  appearance  of a few 
additional  titles and copies  for  purchase by tourists  at 
newstands in major  tourist  hotels. 
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-h- Chapter 1 

I. 

SOVÏET UNION 
-sed) 

Oral  and  Printed  Information  (Contd) 

A. Ag ects  of  erformance  mentioned  specifically i; mïzT7+ 
(i) !$To facilitate Yne dissemination of oral 1 

llectures,  lecture  tours,  round-table  meetings, 
seminars, symposia, summer  schools,  congresses, etc.) 

LFB, Little inf ormatiog 

A limited  number of lectures and seminars  are 
permitted  under  the  Anglo-Soviet  Cultural  Agreement, 

Canada  is  having  discussions  with  the  Soviet  Union 
on the  possibility of holding a regular seminar.to encourage 
informal  discussion  on  matters  of  importance  between  the 
two  countries, Ca, Others'lT .13 

See  Table I. 

There is very  limited  dissemination  of  Western 
printed  information in the  Soviet  Union. A minimum  cross- 
section  of  non-Communist  newspapers and news magazines  are 
imported and a somewhat  larger  cross-section of periodicals 
(2,000 titles  according to  EUCORC  in 1974 - see  note  Table I), 
but  the  numbers -of the  former  are  limited to requirements for, 
tourist  sales  and  official use, and  the  latter to official 
use  only.  Soviet  officials  stated  their  intention in early 
1976 to import a  total of 22 newspapers  during  that year as 
versus 4 imported up to  that  time  (yet  EUCORG  research shows 
that  about I O  ti-tles  were  already  being  imported in 1974 - 
see  Table I), An article in 
September 1976, boasted  that 
its  purchase of Western  newspapers  from 4 to ttover.,..lO." titles. 
Imports of Western Commnist publications  are  somewhat 
higher in numbers  but  still far short of  lLkely  demand  when 
on public  sale. 
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_W_ M A T O  C O N , F I D E N T I A L  

ChaDLer I -7- 

Oral  and-  Printed  gnformation  (Contd) 

Soviet  editors  recently  told an Italian TV aur‘rience 
that censorship of foreign  information was practised, 0rd.y 
to remove  material on “outlawed  sub$ectsst:  (i) war propaganda; 
(ii) pozmography; and (iii) threats t o  sta,te and miLJlta.ry 

c: 

security  and  secrets. 

From evidence on accessibility ( s e e  (v) below) 
territorial  dissemination of information is limited to a fe 
major cities for non-Cornmist newspapers  and  magazines 
(tourist sales) and  possibly  for  Communist  publications as 
well (limited  general  sale),  General/non-political  and 
technical  periodicals  seem to be  dissemineted  only to speci 
libraries,  state orgmizations and  institutions. 

W 

.al 

Central  agency  for  importation  is  MezhdunarodnayF- ECrriga. 
Distribution is controlled  by  Soyuzpechat  coming  under  Ivifnistsy 
of  Communication. LRB. Is there  any  evidence  that  Soviet  Union 
encouftages  contacts beween this  import  agency  and  suppliers? 
I-IOav do details of existing  contracts  comply with Final Act27 

Claiming  Soviet  distribution in 1976 of  foreign 
publications  was  three  times  higher  than  before, USSR has told 
US that  commercial  conkacts  are  sufficient  and  there is  no need 
f o r  special  meeting  between US Embassy  Representatives and. 
Mezhdwmrodnaya Kniga officials.to encourage  improvements. 

.” . . Soviet  Union has termed  acqvdsition of additional 
newspapers to be a iFsocia4,tl and  foreign  exchange  question and 
have  complained  about  the  high cos t  of subscriptions. As 
far as is 1mown9 no pertinent  Soviet laws o r  regulations have 
been modified to  hinder  or  to  permit  improvements in contracts 
or agreements 
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-8- ChaDter 1 
SO'G'ÎET UNION 
SD/l44(Revised) 

* 
! 

e 

8 

Information  (Coned) 

-P . Has Soviet  Union  taken  other  measures? 
interpreting  existing  contracts in a restrictive 
or positive wayy 

oes  Soviet  Union  honour.  contracts? Is it 

Access  by  the  general  public  to  Western  printed 
information  is  verv restricted.  Although  Soviet  officials 
have  claimed is-on  public  sale, o n l y  
Yestern  Communist p merican  publication 
Illustrated p and the W. publication 

wever. US officials 
iosks, the latter in a 

fo&d Amerika  restricted for sal;?- only to  Americans  during 
US ph0-K~ exhibition in Ufa  and  located  only  one  newstand 
outside  Moscow  selling  the  publication, 

Subscriptions  are  theoretically  possible  but  what 
Xittle  evidence  there  is  suggests  that few if  any  Soviets 
hold  private  subscriptions  to  any but publications  approved 
in  bilateral  agreements  such as Amerika  and  An  li In 
fact,  subscriptions  to  privilege  iduals + an mstitutions 
probably  account f o r  large  numbers of both  these  publications 
histribüted  in  the USSR. For example,  many of 
100,000 copies  distributed  to 80 cities  are fo ions 

I 

not- f o r  public  sale ( is  the  only  British  publication 
on Soyuzpschat s imp0 ) *  Soviets  claim  only 2556 of 
Limerika.  goes to subscribers, but US. suspects.  public.  sale is 
-low 75% which  remains, 

Special.libraries hold supplies of most  Western 
publications  imported  but  access  is  only  available  to 
privileged  individuals  with a fsneed  to h o w t t .  

There-  is  virtually no evidence  that  Western  non- 
Communist  newspapers,  news  magazines and political  periodicals 
are on sale  to  the  general  public  (the  Soviet'Union  has  told 
US officials  that  the  Herald  T-riburie is available  and that 
only  time  and  cost  prohibit t F s a i e  of NSW York Times  and 
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N A -T. O C O - N F I D E M T I A L  

Chapter I 

Oral and  Printed 

Washington  Post).  The  one  exception  is  the 
which has been  seen on public sale in Sochi, 
confirm  there  are no other  exceptionsAT  Some 
and  news  magazines  are on sale  to  tourists  at  three or four  
hotels,  the  airport  (departure  lounge)  and  intlemational post 
office in Moscow and  at ho te l s  in Leningrad,  Kiev and.  other 
cities.  Western  newspapers  are not always  available at these 
hotels. If available,  they  are  not  always  on  display and nxst 
be  requested. 

found  occasionally at public kiosks. General/non-politicd. 
2nd specialised  publications do not appear  to  be on sale to 
the  public  or  tourists  except  for  the  magazine  America  I&lustrated 
and  the UK pubïication An&liys. 

4 

c 

Copies  of some Western  Communist  publications can be 

-2 

" 

p. More  information  n6eded7 CI 

UK has observed no facilities  made  available f o r  
periodicals,  but ud( brochures  and  catalogues  have  been 
distributed  at  official  industria?.  exhibitions.. 

Catalogues  could not  be distributed  at a recent 
German  industrial  exhibition,  See  (a)  above f o r  availability 
to tourists. Lm, Is it bettes during  tourist season'?/ 

Soviet  authorities  claim  that  private  individuals 
nay  subscribe  directly to Western  publications, In pract.ice 
only  those with hard  currency  holdings  obtained  legitimately 
are able  to  subscribe.  Moreover,  subscriptions for Western 
publications  must be placed through  Soyuzpechat;  this  agency 
apparently  accepts  orders only for publications  covered  in 
bilateral  agreements  such as Anesika and An 1-.t S. Gift 

&ut material subscriptions fronl abroad aye-%= poss 
0 

can be confiscated by the  post office: Most subscriptions to 
Western infomation are  therefore  held by state  organizations 
and  institutions. 

"-.S- N A T O  C O N F I D E N T I _ . - _ R L  

-9- 
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-1 0- Chapter 1: 
SOVIET UNION 

sed) 

Oral ami TriEted  fnforaation  (Contd) 

Most 'Tliestern  publications  are  held.  at  special 
li5raries  in  the  Soviet  Union.  Access  by  the  general  publfc 
is  impossible.  Individuals must ask permission  to  see  these 
mûterials  and  have a good  reason  for  doing so. Reading is 
done in private rooms and even then  %otesF9  may  apparently 
not  be  taken. USSR has  toLd  US  officials  there  is no need 
for general  reading  rooms  open  to  the  public. 

In the  Autumn  of 1975 the  Soviets  granted C'S 
permission  to  distribute 3GO copies of new  US/Soviet  magazine 
ffDialoguet9,  The  Soviets  regarded  this  as  implementation of 
the  Final  Act.  On the other  hand,  Germany  has been 
negotiating  with  the  Soviet Union since 1967 for  permission 
to  issue an Embassy  bulletin in Moscow, despite  the  fact that 
-the USSR has  been  distributing  large  numbers of its own 
bulletin in Bonn for a number of years. 

P B .  What  is  3xTerience of 

(i) CEI Publicztion  of  !{estern,mgterial  in  Soviet Unioq 

A good  deal  of  Vestern  material  is  published  in the 
Soviet  Press,  but on a highly  selective  basis. In addilion, 
matercial is censored or changed  to  suit  Soviet  interests by 
deletions,  inaccurate  translations  and by outright  alteration 
of texts. 

Access t o  the  British  Embassy  Cultural  Section is 
permitted  provided  that  visitor  has  official  invitation. 
ZRB. To show Soviet guards?T - 

E23. Is this  the  same  for  other 

N- 4 T O ' C " O l!J . F - ~ I  D --g.- 
-1 
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T O C O N F I D E N T I A L  

ChaDter I -11- 

1- Oral  and  Printed.Information  (Contd) 

(iii) C e n s o r s h i p i n t -  

m. No information7 Y 

II. Developments in 
. . . .  See  Table II. There has been.no significant 
improvement in Soviet  performance  since Helsinki. 

On 21st  January, 1976 Soviet  officials announced that 
the USSR would  import 18 additional  non-Communist  newspapers 
during  that  year to the 4 being  inported up to  that  time 
since l968 (EUCORC research shows approximately I O  titles 
were  already  being  imported - see  Table I ) .  There is no 
verification  that  this  undertaking  has  been  fully  carried out. 
SoKe additional  titles  have  been  ordered  but  have  only  been 
seen at places  frequented by tourists  and  privileged Russiam 
and out of bounds to the  general  public. OB. Please confimJ 

There  have been no new  developments  with  respect t o  
accessibility by the  general  public.  Some  additional  Yestern 
papers  have  appeared  more  frecpently  at  newstands  at major 
tourist  hotels,  and on top of the counter rather than  avs.flable 
on request only. 

and publication  attention  being  given to American  literature. 
The  Soviet  Union  points to its  permission  to let the US 
Embassy  distribute  its own publication WialogueE’ in 300 
copies in the  Fall of 1975 as constituting  implementation, 1% 
claims  more  generally to have  distributed in 1976 three  times 
the  foreign  publications  it  did  before. 

The  United  States has noticed  some  increased  Press 

III. Western  performance 

. E. There  is very’ little  information  on  Western 
performance  with  regard to importation  and 
dissemination of Soviet printed informatLon. 
See TabLe III, and complete.  Can  capitals helpy c 
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N A T  O C O l ! l F I D % N T I A L  

Chapter I -l 2- 

Information " (Contd) 

.* 
r '. 

o-operation Research Group 
iZable and i s  enclosed 

c 

LYB. Please check and complete t o  mid-A9777 
L 1  

i 

20 

I Yes 
(î;loscow, 

! Leningrad) 1 
i 
! 

ir j Yes Die Zeit a few copies  

Yes 
Yes 

I 

! l l 
Î 

. L .  

! 
- 4- ""-" ,. . -"" 

, i GREECE ; i l i i 
-1 2- 

. .  

cc N A T O  C o n i P I D g I Y  
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N A T  - O C O N F _ . I D E N T I A L  
I 

Chanter I 

ms l AVAILABILITY i COI!"'ENTS i I restricted ! I 
a 

l -1 i 
i 

Tourist  jConqesses Libraries 
i 

i 1 1 l 
* 

I 

i i 
I I 

Yes ( ~ i e v ) j  -----=-"---------- 4 / Q  copies  seen on I 

l l 
i by  Italy.  Some  copies 
1 

! 1 were  for  Italian 

sale . 
1974 figures supplied 

are for  Italian 1 

32 copies of I1 
Corriere  della  Sera 
and 14 of La  Stampa l 

1 1 1 
i residents. In 1976 i 

i 
i 
l 

I i 
1 -  L 
1 I ! 

1 l 

Yes 
(Moscow) 

i Seen on one  occasion 1 
I i 

I I1 'Cor~iere de1D.a Sera I 48 
La Stainpa LfExpresso 20 1 
Arnica 13 

I I1 Corrieme dei Iiagazzi. 2 ' L*Uni-t;a (CP) .l 1,000 
Paese Sem (CP) I 200 I 

! l 

l 13' 

! Da Dominica  del 2 

t 

! 

C L 

f i go ]  
i 

UNITED 1 The Times 
KINGDOM Financial Times 

, Comments : I 
Yed  (Sochi) 

26 
26 
9 
4 
10 
l 6  

l l( The Guardian 
I i l  Daily  Telegraph - i 

Daily Ex-press l -  i i 
l 

1 
i 
i 
i 

t l 
I i 
l I 
l 

! 
i 1 

l 

l ! i i distributors. 

i 
i 

NO (probably 1 UK figures  are  for 

i ;titles) ! l 
l 
I 

Daily Mail 
Daily Nirror  
The Observer 

i -  I 48 
I 

Economist - i New  Statesman i -  I 

1 
New York Tiaes 1 

t 

- Soviets  rescinded e 

Washington Post earlier claim  these papers  were  on  general 
sale.  Source: 
Newsweek. 

I 

i 
l 

.". 

Ye I Yes 
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-1 4- Chamter 1: 
SOVÏET WJION 

sed) 

CLe Or21 and Printed Information  (Contd) 

TABLE II 
i Degree cf inprovernent in Soviet performance 

since Helsinki 

; Considerable 

i Modemcate 

i L i t t l e  

! None 

8 
I 

I 

, 

j Wcrse 
, 

I 

i 
i 

'Jh: 

US, I t a ly ,  Gemany, 
Netherlands* Cl-eece, 
Denmark 

! 

t 
i 
I 

i 
i 

: 
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Chapter I 
SOVIET UNION 

744(Revlsed) 

"l 5- 

Oral and  Printed Infymation (Contd) 

T A B U  III 

Lm. Please  check and cornpletfl 
- r 

"" 

TITLE 

*. 

Pravda 

Izvestya 
+ 

some magazines 
(titles 
unspecified) 

" 

Pravda 
Izvestya 
Spoutnik 
(review) 

-_X*- 

Psavda 

l- 

4- magazines 
( t i t l e s  
unspecified.) 

Very  limited (one 
bookshop in 
Copenhagen 

. . ._ 

Numbers d i f f f c d t  
to estimate 

500/month 
250/month 

75/nonth 

20/30 per day 
(1975: 9, ' lOO copies; 

(1 975 : 2 356 copies; 
3 p 648 sold) 

1,089 sold) 

F lus 220 subscriptions 
o ~ s o v i e t  newspapers 

and magazines 
"S- - . .  "a 
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-1 6- Chapter 1 - 

SOV~ET UNION 
sed) 

INFORT4ATION 

OADCAST INFOF3fATION 

1. Soviet  performance in the  field of filmed  and 
broadcast  information  is hi hly  restrictive  (the  worst 
among Warsaw  Pact  countries Fi . 

3. Only a few  Western  films  are  seen  commercially OT 
on television  by  the  general  p-ablic: sotne are  innocuous 
entertainment films o r  docunentaries,  many  are  chosen for 
their  critical view of Western  society, A wider range  of 
films  are  seen by limited or privileged groups at  film 
festivals  and  at  private  showings.  Tickets  may be available, 
but in limited nufubers. 

4. There  is  very  little  other  Western  material  broadcast 
03 Soviet television  apart  from  the useo on a highly 
selective basiso of Western  news  naterial. 

5 .  Complete  jamming of Radio  Liberty  and  pax-tial 

6. Soviet  officials  maintain  that  they  import  more 

jamming  of  the BBC Russian  Service contimes. 

Western films  than  vice-versa  and  that it is up to  Western 
countries  to  improve  their  perfomnances  (ltstatistical 
reciprocityfg ) , 

7. They  also  contend  that  radio  broadcasts  must 
strictly  selve  their  interpretation of the  phrase  !grnutual 
understanding  among  peoples"  found in this  section of the 
Final  Act,  This  campaign has intensified  since  early 1977. 

8, There has been no evident  improvement in Soviet 
performance  since  I-lelsinki . 
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"1 7.- Chapter I 
SOftET UNION 

sed) 

I. 
. " 

Radio 

F i l m s  

Complianceith s,pecific Final  Act  criteria 

See  Tables I and IL. 

Apart from some American  radio  tapes  and  perhaps 
some  Western  records BB. variety? amount7 
little  if  any  Vestern  recorded  information 1s 
being broadcast in the  Soviet  Union p. is this 
accurate?T .&ma 

V e r y  few Yestern feature  films are imported by 
the  Soviet  Union.  There  is  very liraited 
commercial  showing of Western  feature  films  and 
even less on television. 

Most  films  inported seem Lo be in the  non-feature 
category:  cul-+,ural  films  and  documentaries; 
some  are showx as general  entertainment 
commercially and on television. 

The  large  bulk of Western  films  in  both 
categories  are shown at  film  festivals  where  the 
nuinber of showings  are  limited.  Tickets  may  be 
sold,  but  are  difficult to obtain  except  for nore 
privileged  individuals, There ere also many 
private  showings  (primarily at official 
institutions)  where  specialists or those  with a 
%eed to knowst can  at$end, 

Although sales of other  television  programies 
and  serials  have  increassd in recent  years,  there 
is  still  very  limited  importation  of  Western 
television  material. Some American  and  British 
serials of the  innocuous  variety  have  bee3 or are 
being  televised as well  as  some  Western  docunentaries. 

"t 7- 
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N A T O  " C O ? Y F F D D , N T I A L  .- 

Chapter I -7 8- SOVIET .UNION_ 
-(Revised) 

Fillmed and BroA-lcast_.  Jnformation  (Contd) 

One  Soviet  official  has  claimed  that  "EUrOVfSionic 
took  only 55 progrmaes from Soviet  nTntervision" 
in 1975, and  thirty in first  half 1976; 
"IntervisionVt  took 144 and < 17 programes from 
stEurovisionpl in same  periods  (Literary  _Gazette m. 31, 1976. 

News  material  is  imported  through the facilities 
of Eurovision/Intervision Lm. "RFoadcasting, 
Eas% and Westts, European  Co-sperative  Research 
Group,  Report No. 6, April 1974. Note:  only one 
third of all  makerial  requested is apparently 
used7 - 
Soviet  officials  ruaintain  that  they  inport 10 times 
roore W'estern films and 3 times more television 
material(? ) than vice-versa  and  that it is up 
-to the West t o  improve  its  performance  (i*statistLcaL 
reciprocitypl).  Soviets  have  insisted to one Ally 
that  there  would  be  no  increased  distribution  of 
Western  films in the USSR until  more  Sovi.et  films 
were  shown  in  the  West. 

Films  for  commercial  and  television  use and Western 
television  news  material,  as well as  to a lesser  extent 
Soviet-organized  film  festivals,  are  largely  selected f c r  
their  negative  inage of Western society, though some te levis ion 
serials and  documentaries  are  innocuous. me Are news  i-tems 
obtained  through  facilities of Intervision f Eurovision  subject 
LO the  same  selection process7 

L 

The Soviet Union completely  jams  th-e  broadcasts of 
Radis Liberty,  even  outside major metropolitan  areas;  about 
25% of the  BBC  Russian  language  service is also jamed, 
depending on the  content of the  broadcasts.  The BBC 'VorLd 
Service and Deutsehe Welle are not  jammed.  Jamming of V O A  

4 

"l 3- 
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-1 9- ChaDter I 
S O V ~ E T  UNION 

sed) 

h 

* 

L 

FiJmned  and 3 s  (Contd) 

ceased in August +l973 but  one  Soviet  station  broadcasts 
directly  on  one  authorized VOA frequency.  Finland  experiences 
EO jamming of its  broadcasts  to  Estonia  and  Soviet  Karelia 
and  there  seem  to  be  no  objections  to  recipients  raising 
special  antennae, 

The  Soviet  Union  claims  that  the  broadcasts of 
many Vestern  radio  stations (including Radio  Liberty,  Radio 
Free  Europe,. EBC, Canzdlan  Broadcasting  Corporatian., . . . . . . . 

Deutsche  Welle)  are contraq t o  the  Final  .Act. In p a r t  they 
put a restrictive  interpretation on the  continuation of the 
wording  quoted above which  calls f o r  dissemination  of 
information  by  radio “so as to meet the interests of mutuaa. 
understanding  among  peoples”.  Blloadcasts  which  they do not 
like are  said. to be  counter  to  this  S*nutual  understandingfs. 

Since  early 1977 the  propaganda  canpafgn  has  become 
uore stident, with a’series of articles in February 1977, 
returning  to  the  charge  against  Deutsche \delle, W E ,  and 
RL9 and deaanding in one  article  that  France  remove  the 
cultural  office of RL from  Paris,  where  it  had  recently 
moved, For first  time  since  Helsinki,  the VOA was included 
in the  campaign, In spite  of  higher level OP Eastern 
sensitivity  (related  to  coverage  by  these  stations of Human 
Rights  activity in USSR), there has been no increase in 
jaming . 

The  USSR is itself an active  disseminator of 
infomation abroad  by  radio  transmissions.  The  message  is 
largely  political  and  sophisticated. In 1972 Soviet 
stations  broadcast 1,gOO hours  per  week in 84 languages; 
t o t a l  Western-  broadcasts  .during same  period were 820 
hours per  week in 14 languages. Sources: EUCORC 
Report No, 6, April 1974; North Assembly, 
CJC/FF(75)10, September 1975&7 

B. . 
(i) Censorship  of  filqed  and  broadqast infoqatioq . .._ 

Soviet  officials  make  clear  that  Western  material 
which is  too  vlolent,  pornographic, or which is politically 
unacceptable  to  them,  is  not  imported  for  Soviet  audiences, 
P B .  Is there  censorship  of  filas imported?T _. 

All films  shown at UK film  festivals  are  approved 
in advance  by  Soviet  authorities, LRB. Confirm if this is 
generally true f o r  a l l  national film fsstivals.7 P- 

N A T  A F  O 1 D E N . 3  I 
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" N A T  O C O N F I D E N T I A L  

-20- Chapter I 

Filmed  and  Broadcast  Information (Contd) 

(ii) Activities- of Westem Embassies 

US and FRG rep& having film libraries  for  loaning 
films to  official  institutions  and to  the  general  pablic,  but 
loans to the  latter  are  rere  and non-official borrowers are 
sometimes  subject  to  harrassment o r  barred  access  by  Soviet 
police  guards. UK has begun loaning films to official 
institutions, 

US, UK and FRG missions  all  organize  film showings, 
but  again  access by the  general  public is almost  impossible 
without an invitation to show  police  guards. The US Embassy 
has been  able  to  screen  video  tapes  without  official 
interference. In 1977, however,  the  Soviet  government  protested 
the Embassy's showing  of !Dr. Zhivago*t  and  "The  Girl  frou Petrovkag9 
in private  Embassy  apartments. 

hmerican.Consul&te  General in Leningrad  increased i t s  
film showings and  loans  during 1975 Lm. And aftery 

. What  are  the  activities of other  Allies,  and. 
experiences in dealing  with  general  public27 

(iii) Access to E g b a s  film libraries 

p . Little  inf  ormatimTLExperience  of othersy 

Access t o  Embassies  is  hindered by pDlice who ask 
for  proof  of  reason  for  visit.  Some  non-official  borrowers 
coming to  the US Embassy  to  pick up films  have  been. harassed 
by Soviet  police  guards. 

Films loaned by UK Cultural  Section  are sent out by 
post * 

II; W. Developments-in . t&e, Soviet'Union  since  Final  Act 

See  Table III, 

There is no general  evidence  of  improvement irz 
Sovietsperfomance  since Final Act, 

UK seea  some  alight  improvement in that  Soviet 
aukhorities  have  not  objected to o r  prevented  limited expansion 
of LX activities in beginning  loans to official institutions, 
inviting  Soviet  citizens  to  private  showings, and in sending 
out loaned films by post. 
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N A T O  C O N F I D E N T I A L  

-21 - Chapter I 
SOVÏET UNION 

sed) 

st Information  (Contd) 

III, Western perf orrnance 

/m. There is  no specific  information  anart =- from f igures  from Siviet  sources on Iiestêrn 
imports of Soviet films and te levis ion  mater ia l ,  
Sei? Table I V  and provide as much information as 
p o s s i b l g  

a 

N A T  O N T I A L  
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Chanter I 

TABLE I 
l"- 

c 

f 

j 

I 
," - 

t 
f 
! i" I ! l 

Some i 
(1 975 Film ! 
Fest ival)  i 

17 (shown 
!?=y Del. of l (b).. ..to mid- \ 

'1 977 1 

I l 
i 
I i I 

i 
I 

_ _ _ . 1 _ 1 _ _ I _ _ _ _ _ l _ _ _ r _ _  " 

i 
i 

. .  i 
"._ . - 

l 
i 
i 
i 

" -- =+- 

i o  I 

i 
1 I i 

L 

! 
i 
! 

i i 

Netherlands ' 5  

30th June) 

i o  
i 
I 

/ O  

i -+*-- 1 
I 
I 

Y t " .. . . .  . .  

! l 

i i 
i i 

Ty Yeale I 
i 

S t a t e s  
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Chapter I -23- 

TELEVISION Comments 

I 

i 
i 
i 

1 
, United Kingdom 

i 
i 
f 

1 

Netherlands i None 
- 

(a) to mid-l976 i 

(b) to mid-1977 
. .  

-f 
l 

t 

None 

I 
! 

Few (incl.. 2 / 3  

Saga 
! 
! 

i 
! 

" 

c 

NA. T. O C O N F ( I D E M T 1 A L  
I 
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-24- ChaDter I 
SOVÎET UNION 

sed) 

FjJmed and,Brsadcast Information (Contd) 

t 
1 Degree of improvement in Soviet  performance since  Helsinki Final Act: 

t Much 
Moderate 

L i t t l e  l 
I 
I None 

UK 

Germany,  Greece, I t a l y ,  
Netherlands U I C  

! Worse 

N A T .  -. 0,- C O N F I D E,N T I A L 
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N A T  O C O N F I D E N T I A L  

Chapter I 

Filmed and Broadcast 1q:ormat 
TABLA8 IV 

SOVIET FILMED AND BROADCAST INFO€UUTION IN IESTERN CGUNTRIES 

dm. Please. complete, and provide updated section f o r  :period t o  mid-1977, on calendar year basis 
aP possible.7 W 

I 

ors  (US J o i n t  Leg/ 

t . . 
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_I._ N A T-9 C O N F I D E . . H T I A L  

-26- Chapter I SOVIET UNION 
D/?44(Revised) 

Y 

INFORT~UTIO-N 

I T X O N S .  FOR J O U R N A L I S T S  

l, Overall  Soviet  performance is moderately to very 
restrictive. 

2. Western  journalists  appear to have  only  moderate 
difficulty in obtaining  visas for single-assignment  visits, 
Delays  are  short,  There is no  information  on how the USSR 
approaches  requests for permanent  accreditation, but most if 
no t  all  resident  correspondents  now  have  multiple  exit  and 
entry  visas  (bilateral  agreements  were  required). 

3 .  Although  the  USSR  slightly  liberalised  travel f o r  
Western jownalists in early 'l976, the  size of  the  corntry, 
the  large  areas  closed t o  foreigners,  and  bureaucratic 
problems,  still m k e  travel  p?ossible  only with considerable 
difficulty. 

4. Access to officials  has  been  improved  on  papa-,  but 
in reality  moderate to considerable  difficulties  face  Journalists 
wanting to contact  specific  officials on specific  subjects. 
Access to private  sources is extremely  difficult. 

5. Technical  equipment and personnel  can  be  imported 
for special  occasions,  although  there is  Soviet  pressure  to 
use local  crews, Two German  television  correspondents  have 
been  the  first  to  have  resident  cameramen,  Soviet  press 
officials  keep  close  control  over  film work and examine 
projects  carefully.  Reports, films and  tapes  can  be 
transmitted o r  sent  out  of  the  country  without  problem, 

6.  As part of its  campaign  against the free  exchange of 
information  practised by Western news media,  the  Soviet  press 
has strongly  criticised  certain  resident  foreign  correspondents. 
The  campai n against  Western  journalists  has  heightened  since 
late 1976 'i largely as  a result  of  their  coverage  of  human 
rights  issues),  One of the  three  journalists  earlier  charged 
with  being  members  of an intelligence  organizetion, was 
expelled in February 1977 on charges  of  being  involved in 
illegal,  currency  transactions.  This  is  the  first  expulsion 
since  Helsinki. In June,  another  correspondent  was  detained 
and  interrogated for allegedly  collecting  secset  information 
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Chapter I 
SOVÏET UNION 
TS9TGTlJG5Ysed) 

-Cond&sions for  Journalists . ” (Contd) 

before  being  permitted  to  leave as planned, A CBS TV team 
was roughed up by Soviet  ifthugst! in July after  shooting  film 
f o r  which  permission  had  been  given  earlier by appropriate 
authorities, 

7. There  has  been a little  improvement in Soviet 
performance  since  Helsinki.  Journalists  may now hrve multiple 
exit and eritry vi‘sas, benefit  from slightly less restrictive 
travelp and  have  theoretically  better  access to official 
sources. The  overall  situatiorz is, howver, still  highly 
restrictive. 

b 
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I y  

Chapter I SOVIET UNION 
sed) 

Eor_king  Conditions f o r  Jouralists (Contd) 

I. 

A. CornGance with  specific  Final  Act  criteria 

See  Table I. 

From  the  little  information  available  it would. 
appear tha t  the  Soviet  Union  is  reasonably  forthcoming on 
gran-ting  visas f o r  sillgle  assignment visits, after no more 
than normal bureaucratic  delays  and  on a regular  basis, 
Occasionally visas  are  refused. 

LRB. More  information  needed on Soviet 
performance in considering  applications for 
permanent  accreditation,  and for necessary  visas 
then and thereaftegr' 

C e m m  experience  little  problem with visas once 
possible  difficulties  are  overcome  on  granting  germanent 
accreditation, UK has had one  application for permanent 
accreditation  refused. Lm. Since Helsinkig 

(UP1 correspondent)  without  reasons for refusal  being  given, 
The US has had 2 applications  refused,  the  second 

Before  Helsinki,  no &'$ permanently  accredited 
Western journalists  held  multiple  entry  and  exit  visas from 
Soviet authorities;  in  late  1975/early 1976, however, the 
Soviet  Union  completed  bilateral  agreements with 7 Allied 
countries  and two neutrals  to'accord  such  visas on a 
reciprocal basis. m. All one year  validities17 - 

(In case  of UK, no permanently  accredited UK 
journalist 
Such  visas 

held  muatiple  entry/exit  visas  before Helsinki, 
now  held  are  valid  for  one year). 
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Chapter I -29- 
SOVIET UNION 
m m i z s e d )  

Working  CoEditfons for Journalists  (Contd) 

include  the  teclmical  staffs of news  organizations  (although 
German  cameramen h v e  been  given visas of only >month 
validity).  The UK has  told  the  Soviets it regards UK nationals 
working  for  news  organizations  based in other countries which 
h w e  a bilateral  agreement  with  the USSR, to be entitled *O 
muLti,ple  entry and exit  visas.  After UK/USSR agreement 
concluded, USSR granted  multiple  entry/exit  visas to two 
permanently  accredited UK nationals  working f o r  US organization. 

m. EO information  on  performance of USSR in 
implementing  these  agreements. Can ttpcrrnanectly 
accredited!! apply to non-resident  ;Journalists as 
well; if so, have they  been  given multiple entry 
and  exit  visas?T In case of UK, there  ara  no  non- 
resident pemazently accredited  journalists. 

The  agreements  cover  joumalistsfi  families and 

(iii)  "facilita 

Residence  permits are required. 

m* There is no information of how issue of these 
or other  papers  is  facilitated  by  Soviet  Uni027 

Press  cards are issued as  nattes of course following 
accreditation, 

As a result  of  multiple entry and  exit visas, 
journalists no.longer must  surrender  their  residence pern i t6  
when leaving the  country. 

(iv) 
L 

Pyior  to  Helsinki,  journalists could m t  travel  beyond 
40 ka limit from Moscow without permission from Soviet authorities. 
Beginning 1st March, 1976, journalists  were  made  subject to 
m o m  relaxed regulations  which  had  been applying since 1974 t o  

N A T  O "." C O N F I D E N T I A L  " 

-29- 

 D
E

C
L

A
S

S
IF

IE
D

 -
 P

U
B

L
IC

L
Y

 D
IS

C
L

O
S

E
D

 -
 P

D
N

(2
01

2)
00

03
 -

 D
É

C
L

A
S

S
IF

IÉ
 -

 M
IS

E
 E

N
 L

E
C

T
U

R
E

 P
U

B
L

IQ
U

E



c 

-3o- Chapter I r -  

SOVÏET UNION 
sed) 

v t i o n s  f o r  Journalists  (Coned) 

diplomats  wishing  to  travel  outside Moscow: travel by any 
means was possible  to  any  area  accessible to foreigners 
on 24 hours (areas  close to Moscow) or 48 hours (areas 
distant  from Moscow) notice. In announcing  its  decision, 
the  Soviet  Union  stressed to a number of Western  countries 
that  reciprocal  treatment of Sowfet  journalists  was  expected. 

Although  procedures  were  eased,  the  USSR  still 
.limits. travel by jaurnalis-ts.&hrough various meansp  .the 
most effective  being to  set  aside  vast  areas of  the Soviet 
Union as gtclosed for security  reasonst9, Travel must  be 
arranged  throu h Intourist, where bureaucratic  delay and 
other  tactics ?e.g. lack of accsuunodation  in  area  to  be 
visited) can be  employed.  Guides  and  interpreters  are 
needed . 

. .  

As a result of nultiple  entry and exit  visas and 
the new travel  regulations,  journalists may now  leave the 
USSR from any recognised  point  of  exit  with  appropriate 
advance  notification  of  travel  to  that  point.  Before, 
journalists  had to surrender  their  residence  permit  and 
apply for  special  travel  permission to any point.of exit 
other thhar Moscow  airport. 

The UK believes that organized  travel for 
journalists  is probably a little  more  frequent  since 
Helsinki.  However,  sampling of US  correspondents  indicates 
some  are  never  informed of official  trips,  and  see  this 
as  Mpunishmentff for unfavourable  reporting. 

L m. There is no  other  information  on  whether 

!!progressively  reater  opportunities!’ f o r  travel 
by  journalists  7e.g . through  invitations  to  tours, 
visit  programmes,  etc.17 

e Soviet  Union -has .sought to provide . 
. .  . 

Although in principle,  notification t o  visit 
rtopenrl areas is all that is required, in practice these 
areas  can  be  fltemporarily  closedDv  and  notification  to 
travel  is  not  sufficient.  Applications  to  visit  “closedrF 
areas  are  invariably  refused. Lm. Fr.om UK experiences 
of  others?T - 
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ChaDter I -31 - 
SOFkËT UPJION 
m e v i s e d )  

Working Conditiop-for  Journalists (Con-td) 

..v institutions . 
Access  to  sources is a serious problem f o r  Westem 

journalists and prevents  them  presenting  an  accurate  and 
complete  view of Soviet  life. 

Access to official  Press  contacts is relatively 
easy,  but seeing officials  in  other  institutions,  ministries 
and organizations  presents  varying  difficulties, As of 
1st July, 1976, all  state  officials  were  permitted to have 
contact  with  foreign  Press  without  the  permission  of  superiors, 
and  although  this  has  permitted  journalists  to  have  some usefvd 
contacts,  the  true  picture is patchy. For  instance, officials 
still refuse  to  speak to journalists, or check first with 
superiors or the  Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Moreoafer9  %he PIFA., once the  intermediary  on  all  requests  to see goverment 
officials,  refuses to advise or to  assist  journalists in 
finding  the  appropriate  individual  within  the  massive Soviet 
bureaucracy.  Some US correspondents  have  lately  reported. 
they are having greater  difficulty  than  before  Helsinki in 
contacts with official  sources. 

There is virtually  total  lack of commuaication wiYn 
non-official  sourcc?s,  apart from dissidents  and,  those "safecf 
sources  introduced  to  journalists by Soviet off ic ia ls .  There 
appear to be few difficulties in contacting  and  visiting major 
dissident  figures, though it is accompanied by constant 
surveillance  and  occasional  harrassment. 

p. NO information on Soviet  treatment of 
Joumalis'cic  ppojects proposed by Western 
journalistsJ 

Since the takeover of NOVOSTI Film Services by the 
State  Committee on Radio  and  Television,  there  has been sone 
greater  ideological  scrutiny of filming  requests. 

. (vii). 

+ 

Most Western  journalists  must  rely on Soviet teckmical 
services  (see (xi) below);  those  having  Western  technical Staffs 
(two  German  television  correspondents) experience no  restrictions 
on the  import of their  equipment. 
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SOVÎET UNION 
44(Revised) 

(viii) 

There  have  been  few  complaints  from  Western 
journalists on their  ability to send  material  home  (in IS74 
Soviet  Lechnicians  once  refused to transmit  interviews with 
dissidents by a US journalist), Complete  transmission  seeas 
always  possible,  though  speed is affec'i;ed by  the  cumbersomefiess 
of bureaucracy. 

Films and t ams  can amarentlv be  sent  home  with 
no difficulty,  though %he UR hak*report&  that  until  some 
time  after  Helsinki,  Ftpermfssion"  from  the W A  is  needed 
before  despatch.  Otheks  have not noted  that  this  difficulty 
existed. 

Up until early 1977, no Western  journalist hsd 
been expelled-from  the  Soviet Union since  Helsinki. The. 
last US journalist  expelled  had  been John Dornberg  of m in 1970. 
that  George  Krirnsky  of  Associated  Press was being  expelled, 
They  alleged that he had been  involved in i l l ega l  currency 
transactions in giving  hard  currency  certificates to a 
Soviet  citizen to buy  information, 

03 4th February, 7977, Soviet  authorities  announced 

In June 1977, correspondent 
Robert  Toth was detained for a nurmber of 
days  on  charges of having  collected  "information of a secret 
character19  from a Soviet  citizen.  Following  interrogation, 
he was permitted  ta"'1eave  the USSR at  end of tour as planned, 
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Chanter I -33- 
SOVÎET  ION 

44(Kevised) 

Working  Conditions for Journalists  (Contd) 

Finally,  in  July 1977, a CBS TV team was roughed 
up by Soviet  %hugsf1  after  shooting  some  film in a Moscow 
Beer  Garden.  The f i l m  crew  had  earlier  received  permission 
from  the  appropriate  authorities to shoot  the film. 

Apart from  these  last  two  cases,  there  is no evidence 
that  Western  journalists  are  regularly  flpenalised”  for  any 
legitimate  activities  other  than  some  harrassment and 
surveillance for contacts  with  dissidents.  Still,  these k s t  
cases  have  occurred  recently and close  together,  sympto?natic 

. of some hardening  in  the  Soviet  attitude.  Western journalists 
are also attacked by name  from  time  to  time in the  Soviet 
press  (see B, (ii)  below).  This is in practice a form of 
fFpenaltyrl because  the  suspicion  it  engenders  makes  it more 
difficult  for  the  journalists to do their work, 

Mr. Krimsky was informed of the  reasons  for  his 

m. Was he  given  the  opportunity to submi-t an 
application for a re-examination of his casez7 

(xi)  Jestern  cameramen/tec-bncîans 

expulsion. 

It was  not  possible  before  Helsinki for journalists 
“Co have their own cameramen/technicians  resident in the USSR 
with them. From the  experience  of two German  television 
correspondents who have  been allowed their own cameramen, it 
appears  Soviet  authorities  will  now  accredit  cameramen/ 
technicians as journalists. 

Soviet  facilities,  but in special  cases  (e.g.  Ninisterial c 

visits, space shots)  they  have  been  able to bring in their 
own cameramen and  technicians. 

Single  assignment  journalists  are  encouraged to use 
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"4- Chapter I 

. 
W o r k C o n d i t r o n s i s t s  (Contd) 

B. 

(i) C o - o m r e s s  and  technical s e v i - g E  

NOVOSTI is  the  agency  delegated  by  Soviet  governinent 
to  deal with foreign  journalists on a day-to-day  basis. It 
appears  especially  active  with  single  assignment  visitors, 
arranging  accreditations,  interviews  and tours, etc. ...,. 
NOVOSTI  attenpts to channel  reporting  into  acceptable  areas 
and  content,  often  filling up tours  with so much  social 
content  and.  formality  that  there  is  little  time for visitors3 
real  interests.  Charges are high for these  services. 

NOVOSTI film  section  has  recently  been  absorbed by 
the  State  Committee  for TV and  Radio, and requests for 
technical  services,  such as Garneranen,  must  be  directed 
there,  This has meant  higher  rates, but on the  whole  there 
are  no  major  difficulties. 

US reports US comespondents have  established 
&us vivendi  with  State  TV-Radio  Committee,  and  that 
co-operation with correspondents  during Secretary of 
State  Vance*s visit-in e a r l y  1977 was  better than average. 

W >  
Soviet  media  organizations  discourane  contact  with 

Western  journalists. In h n e  1976, 
accused  three  resident herican ,-)ou 
New  York Time:; Krimsky of Associated  Press  and  Friendly of 
newsween of working  for,  the  Central  Intelligence  Agency. mis propaganda  campaign  wss  taken  up  by  other  media 
organizations.  Correspondents  are  often  attacked  by =Isle. 

Since  early 1977, propaganda  attacks  on  Western 
journalists  have  increased  proportionately  with  Soviet 
sensitivity  to  their  coverage of Human Rights issues  and 
dissidents. 

(iii) J o u r p L i s t s '  access t o  international  nexE 

Journalists  can  subscribe  directly  and  without 
difficulty to Western  newspapers  and to Western  news  agencies. 
They  do  not  therefore  have to rely on TASS for printed 
information  and  news,  though  the  Soviet  agency  does  issue a 
daily  digest of foreign  news.  Journalists  can,  of  course, 
receive  the  international  services  of some Western  broadcasting 
stations. 
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Working Condit-ions  for  Journalists  (Contd) 

(iv) Refusix.ioupalists re-entry on  the  basis of 
p r e v i o m  

II. Developments,  in  Soviet  Union  since  Final  Act 

performance  since  Helsinki,  but  the  situation  is  still 
moderately  to  very  restrictive. 

There  has.  been a little  improvement in Soviet 

The  Soviet  Union  has  concluded  agreements  with 
France,  the  United  States,  the  United  Kingdom, I\lorway, 
Netherlands,  Italy,  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany,  Finland 
and  Sweden,  which  provide for the  issue of multiple  entry and 
exit  visas  to  permanently  accredited  journalists from these 
countries in the Soviet  Union, and vice-versa.  (See also 
A.(ii) above). 

journalists! working conditions. US has made  similar  proposal 
and  Soviets  are  ready to discuss. 

In January 1976 Soviet  officials  announced,  with 
reference  to  the  Final Act, that  foreign  journalists  would 
benefit  from  the  same  travel  regulations as diplomats: 
24 hours notice  (areas  near  Moscow) and 48 hours  notice 
(areas distant  from  Moscow)  for  travel to regions  open to 
foreigners.  This  replaced a 40 km travel  area  outside of 
which  travel was possible  only on application.  This  re’iaxxbion 
applies  to  journalists of non-CSCE  countries  too. 

In October 1976, the USSR proposed to US improving 

Organized  travel  within the USSR for journalists is 
probably a little  more  frequent. 

The  Soviet  Union has abolished  the  requirement that 
j o u m l i s t s  seek  permission  from  the MFA before  sending tapes 
and undeveloped  film  out  of  the  USSR. 

The  correspondents of two German television  stations, 
the  ARD and.ZDF, have  been  given  permission to have  their own 
resident  cameramen;  the  cameramen  are  accredited  as journalists. h 
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SOVIET UNION 
S D m R e d s e d )  

Eorking  Conditions  for  Journalists  (Contd) 

The  Supreme  Soviet  Gazette  announced  on 7th July, 
1976 that  by a 29th June  decree of the  Supreme  Soviet, a 
1947 law on  contacts  with  foreigners  had  been  amended, a d  
that it was  now  possible  for  officials of ministries  and 
departments of the USSR and its  republics,  central  organs of 
social  organizations  and  appointed  representatives to have 
direct  contact  with  journzlists  (this  was  not  announced in 
the l o c a l  Press). Journalists  have  noted a little 
improvement  but the  overall  picture is patchy  (see 
I.A. (vi) above), 

In February 'i977, Soviet  authorities  expelled an 
Associated  Fress  correspondent  on  the  allegation  that he 
was involved in illegal  currency  transactions. The USSR 
contended  this was outside  the  range  of  journalistic 
activities  covered by the Final  Act. On a similar  excuse, 
the  Soviet  authorities  detained  and  interrogated a Los 
Angeles  Times  correspondent in June 1977 on charges of 
having  collected EgsecretPt information, In  July, a CBS TV 
team was roughed up by Soviet rothugsE9 while on a legitimte 
assignment  epproved by authorities, 

campaign  since late 1976 against  Western  journalists 
(largely a result  of  their  coverage of Hwnzn Rights  issues 
in the Soviet Union) mst be  seen as negative  developments 
in working  conditions for journalists  and  evidence of some 
hardening in  Soviet  attitudes. 

These  instances,  and a heightened  propaganda 

III, Western  performance 
- See Table III, Lm. C a n  Allied  capitals  help?7 I 
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Chapter I 

* Jcxmnslists (Contd) Working C o e & i .  
TA3LE I 

TKESTERN JOURNALISTS ..IN THE SOVIET UT\JION 
"" 

"-l"- - Lm. Please update Section A t o  mid-1977, noting any changes f o r  1977; update Sec"con B entering  f igures on a. 
possible7 - :alendar year basis, i f  

Canada De-mark / Germany i ! Greece i I t a l y  ! 
i 
g;; 

!Belgium 
" . - "IPI=tL;lMPLZ--".,""---- 

A .  

F. 

I n  m i d s z  
T o t a l  Journalists 
Accredited 
No. Resident Journalists 

JO in fo  
( 9 ) 3:- 

? 

ao info 

$0 info 

\JO in fo  

"""I 

1 

O 

O 

O 

1 
( ' 7 5 )  

O 

No 
info 

f 
O i 

(plans i 
for 2 )  ! 

i 
I 

i 
! ! 
i j 2 
i 

No i $111 

O 

!:,l l 

No, Resident Cameramen/ 
Techs. 
Mo. holding Nul t i -Ex i t /  
Entry Visas 
_From I974 t o  mid-1377 " 
Visas f o r  to ta l .  accredited 
journalists . . .L ,D . . . . . . . .  
Visas for single-assigmen-t 

agreement 

2 
I 

Several 
lozen 

l 

1 Visas refused 

O 
4 

1 
I 

10 i 
i ! 

l "". 
Comments 

"--.p 

()* - 1974 figures: Nosth Atlan%ic Assembly document CIC/FF/75/10,  September 1975 
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-38- Chapter I 
SOV-%ET UPJION 
-[-sed) 

;zrnalists (Contd) 

"S"- 
! 

I TABW II 

j Degree of improvement in Soviet performance I 
since  Helsinki Final Act: i 

i 

l i 1 Much 
i l 
f 
1 Moderate Demark (for  access,  freedom of 
f movement only) 
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N A T O   C O N F I D E N T I A . 5  
Chapter I 
SOV2ET UNION 
m m - s e d )  

Working Conditions fos Journalists (Contd) 
T A B W  III 

SOVIET UNION J COUNTXJES ".. 
m. Please update Section A to mid-1977, noting  any  changes f o r  1977; update Section B entering 
new Sigwes on calendar  year  basis if passib127 

B c; 
! 
i 

j 
! 

y -  " " 

12, 12. ,m&'l977 
Total Soumalists Accredited 

i i loc . CIC/FF (75 ) i 

l 
4 1  

I 
I 
L 

No. Resident Journalists 
Mo. Resident  Cameramen/Techs. 

Yes 
_LI_ 

" . 

Visas for total  accredited 
journalists 
Visas fox. single-assignment 

O 
O 

1 

Visas refused 
Visas delayed more than 6 months 

O 
O 

Journalists Expelled 

l 

I 
i 
ir 
! 

1 
i A m g e n t  S -. 

N A T  O- C 6 N F I D E N T I A L  
" 
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-40- ChaDter I 

I N F O W T I O N  

CO-OPE_FLRTION IN THE FIELD OF INFORMATION 

General assessment and summary 

m. Please provide short assessment of Soviet 
performance on basis of conmon experiences of 
NATO missions participating in preparing 
co-ordinated reply.7 59 

C O N F I D E M T I A L  
-40- 
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N A T O  C O  N F . . I D E N T I A L  

-41 - Chavter I 
SOVIIET  ION 
-(Revised) 

Co-operation in the  Field  of-Information  (Contd) 

I. 

Compliance  with  specific  Final  Act  criteria 

LmB, Little  information.7  The  Soviet  Union  has 
expressed an interest in televfsio5  exchanges  with  the  United 
Skates and has entered  discussions with United.  States 
educational  television  representatfves  over  the  selection of 
programmes, For its  part,  the  United  States h s  proposed 
television  broadcasts of, panel  discussions  between  competent 
Soviet and American journalists on CSCE, 

In J~ne/July 1976, the  Soviet  Union  and  Canada 
organized a 9ePminute  evening  television  exchange. 

A Franco-Soviet  television  exchange  week was 
. .  organized in 1976 .at  the  initiative .of the .French  television . ' . . 

netwo&, Et involved  addresses by the two Heads  of  State  to 
the people of the other  country, 

In 1976 the Canadian  Broadcasting  Corporation  found 
a decided  improverilent in co-operation  from  their  Soviet 
counterparts,  Problems'  were of a bureaucratic  nature  and 
not caused by ill-will* 

In early q977 the  National  Broadcasting  Company (US) 
signed a contract t o  cover.1980 Olympics. 
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N A T O  C O N F I D E N T I A L  
y." 

-42- 
SOV?ET UMION 
-sed) 

Co-pperation in the  Field of InfosmatioG  (Contd) 

... 
There  have  apparently  been  some  attempts by the 

international organization representing Eastern jcurnalists 
to  normalise  relations  with  'the  International  Federation of 
Western  Journalists. 

between  Germany  and  the USSR -hrough official  and  semi-official 
channels . 

There  is a regular  exchange  of  journalists 

There  have  been  invitations  to a number of other 
Western  groups  to  visit  the  Soviet  Union but the number of 
such  visits  has  been low, One  such  visit  involved  an  exchange 
of journalistst  delegations  between  Canada and the  Soviet Union. 
Canadians  noticed some shortcomings on the  part of the Soviets 
bdt  after some prodding,  more  substance was put into  the 
programme  than  previous  visits.  The  Soviet  Union of 
Journalists has  responded  well  to  overtures  from  their American 
counterparts for journalistic  exchanges. 

lm. Little  informatioG7 
Germany  has  reported a recent  exchange of newspaper 

articles  between  the  main  daily  newspapers of: Bremen and Riga. 
It was arranged  by  editors of the  two  newspapers  and delek-ms 
from the  articles  were not permitted. 
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Chapter I 
SOVjET UNION 

sed) 

CULTURE " 3  AND EDUCATION " 

Som ASPECTS 

I. Dissemfnati_onand t rans la t ion  of bocks 

ern books in- "-" the  Soviet Union 

(i) 

See  Table I. DB. More information required, 
even general   es t imateg 

C B .  Very l i t t l e   i n f o m a t i o n 7  .L. 

The Soviet Union imports  limftec! amounts of 
Wes-teerm? books in t h e i r   o r i g i n a l  language, primarily i n  the 
science/tcchnology  category. Along with sone other  Eastern 
coun$Ties9  only  very limited aaounts of Western l i t e r a t u r e  
are  imported and  even l e s s   i n   t h e  way of social  science 
material ( largely f o r  officia.3, use). Germany notes that the 
Soviet Union imported 800,080 books (including  copies) f o r  
all of 1975 from the  F e d e r d  Republic. This  was much lower 
than less populated  countries  such  as  Poland,  Czechoslovakia 
and Hungary. LYB. Is this true?T 

exclusively f o r  Western publications,  although  under  the 
name of Soviet  publishing concerns. Translations  only  are 
sold, no or ig ina l  language wax-ks. 

S m e  Western books are   so ld   in  book s tores  

The Soviet Union claims it imports,   translates 
and publishes   far   greater  numbers of Western books than 
vice-versa and t h a t  i ts  citizens can  read a wide range of 
foreign works ('!The Truth  about  Cultural Exchanges1!, NOVOSTI, 
May 1976). It further  contends  that   the Western countries 
must match th i s  be t t e r  performance ( " s t a t i s t i ca l   r ec ip roc i ty" )  
before  the  USSR need seriously  consider  increasing i t s  own 
imports and t ranslat ions.  

-L-. N A T  O C O N F I D E N T I A L  

-Q 
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Chapter 1 

of CulJxre  and. 

(ii)  Translation  and  publication  of  Western books 

p. Little  information7  The  Soviet  Union has used 
1971 UNESC figures,  which  also  zpply to translations 
between  domestic  languages, to show superior  performance in 
translations  over the West. In fact 1.973 UNESCO figures 
show  a decline'  by a few hundred i n  Soviet  translations  since 
1971. (This may in fact be  result of adherence  by USSR t o  
Universal  Copyright  Convention in 1973, and  obligation t o  
observe  copyrights  of  Western books before  translating). 

PB. Could this be  checked,  perhaps  with Western 
publishing houses27 

Categories ."P of Western  books 

LRB. Little  both  Western 
classical  and  modern  but  there m e  
always far more  copies  printed of the former. In the  case of 
American  books,  about  one-half  imports  are of the  scier,tific/ 
technical  variety. 

(iv) m+ and  censorship 

Lm. Are cer ta in  books selected f o r  unfavourable 
view of the Westy 

No material is imported if it is considered pomowaphic, 
subversive or critical of Soviet  system  and  rggime. 

There is evidence that Soviet  authorities  have 
changed or removed  passages in Western books translated  and 
published in the USSR, 

____. Availability t o  public 

O B .  Little  information7 Book stores  exclusively 
for  Western  publications  ap  arentTy  exist. Lm. Libraries? 
Access t o  translated  works?$  Translations ox Western books 
are  apparently  available i?i stores,  but  whereas  classics  are 
printed in large  editions,  works  by  modern  authors  are 
rarely  available. 
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-45- Chapter I 
SOVTET UNION 

TTGXsed) 

ip Culture  and 

(vi)  Bosk_Ex$ibitfons 

The  United  States  reports a slight  increase  in 
recent  years in exhibits of foreign  books  at  large  libraries 
and  special  institutions: e.g. a Canadian  travelling 
exhibit (1975); US Embassy  exhibition  (connected  with 
1976 Bicentennial); UK exhibition  of  Childrents Books in 
1976-1977 in Moscow,  Leningrad,  Tbitisi  and  Terevan. 
However1  the 1975 Moscow  International Book Slow featured 
only  lvSocialistif  publications from foreign  countries. 

In September 1977, Soviet  authorities  will  host 
the  "first  internationalv1 Moscow Book Fair to coincide 
closely  with  the 60th anniversary  celebrations of.the October 
Revolution,  The  range  of books which  Western book 
publishers will be  permitted to display  appears to be 
limited by usual  Soviet  corxern for political  content. 
Iraklii  Chkhikvishvili,  Vice-Chairman of State Comittee 
for Publishing  Houses,  Printing  Plants  and  the  ,Book Trade 
recently  told  that  books  propagating  racism, 
nationalism, I ications t8in.compatible w i t h  the 
high  oloral  principles of Soviet  society"  would  most  likely 
be  rejected.  Earlier,  the  Director  General of the f a i r  had 
warned  that o n l y  books that did  not  "contradict  Soviet 
law - either in format o r  in content'! would be  exhibited, 

The US, UK and German Embassies have  Libraries 
with  books for lozn.  Accesso  howevero  wlthout  some  evidence 
~f a valid reason t o  .visi% the Embassy to show police guards, 
is  restricted and makes  casual  borrowing  practically 
impossible. The UK is able to loan  books  to  those  visiting 
films (on invitation), US atten ts in 1975 to loan  books 
by  mailing  out  bibliographies &, To  casual borrowersg 
brought  some  encouraging  response.. p. Others' experiences? 
Are  loans  made t o  officials and instltutions  more successfully7 

(viii)  Contacts.~ between"rs- 

Lm. Mo information  but  see C. b e l o g  

C O N F I D E N T I A L  
-45- 
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N . A T  O C O N F I D E N T I A L  

Chapter I -46- 

(ix)  Contacts  between  libraries,  exchanges,  etc. 

All mazer Soviet  libraries  participate in the European 
library  exchange  system,  some  libraries  acquiring as many books 
as possible,  including  works known to be banned for  general 
readers in the USSR. 

? 

Exchange  is  based  on  books  value  worked  out 
informally  between  libraries. In 1972 the value demanded by 
Soviet  libraries  for  their  books  rose  sharply  (as  much as three 
tines for some  journals),  cutting  into  the  volume of books 
which  Western  llbraries  could  obtain.  (Source: "Books, East 
and  West"  Report No, 1, East-West  Co-operation  Research  Group, 
June 1973j. 

3. Developments  since  Helsinki 

LZB. NO informatiog 

C.  Sovieti books in Western  countries 

See Table II. 

C B .  More infomation required,  even  general 
est~mateg7 

The  Soviet  Union  criticises  allegedly  poor perfomence 
by Western  countries  in  the importation,.transllation and 
publication of Soviet  books.  They a lso  contend  that  the  West 
tends to publish  anti-soviet works rather  thzn  material tmly 
representative of the USSR. 

price of Soviet books nust be considered  when  exanlining  amounts 
spent by Western-countries, and in comparing  this  with  Soviet 
purchases of Western books, Comparisons of numbers of titles 
show  less of a difference in favour of the  Soviet Union. 

The  United  States  reports  that  the  lower  purchase 

t 

Moreover, in its Report No. 1 llBooks  East  and Westtt 
in June 1973, the  East-West  Co-operation  Research Group 
concluded  that  the  Soviet  Union  and  other  Eastern  countries 
were  not  adequately  exploiting  the  market in  the  West, For 
.example,  the  Soviet  export  organization  Mezhdunarodnaya Kniga 
is  cumbersome,  editions of Eastern  books  are not prin%ed in 

L 

M F I D E N T I A L  
-46- 
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N n T  O C O N F I D E N T . I A L  

-47- Chapter I 

sufficient  copies to meet  demana.  There is little  advance 
warning of new  titles, so that  copies  are  often sold out  by 
the time  Western  booksellers  can  place  orders. EUCORG 
concludes,  however,  that  despite  this  fact,  the Soviet book 
trade  abroad is expanding  rapidly. 

The Vnited  States and Canada are making  efforts to 
enc0urag.e cont~ct .beLween.their publishing houseS.and  Soviet. 
concerns. For  exauple,  American  publishers  have  been 
encouraged to propose to  the  Soviets  the  establishment in 
Moscow of a bookstore.  They  have also hosted  Soviet  officials 
for  discussions on publishing  exchanges and projects. 

II. FILMS_ 

A. Film_Exchanges and-.  Festivals 

Lb. Little  infornatiorJ 
The  Soviet  Union  has  recently  accepted .a US 

proposal for En exchange of film festivals; as of October A976 
dates  were  being  discussed. In 79'76 the  Soviet  Union proposed 
to Canada  the  repeat of a filmweek  exchange  programme. 

A UK Film Festival was held in 1976 at  which 6 
feature  films were shown. Soviet authorities staged a 
Festival of Popular Science  films in -l976 at  which '18 UK 
films were  shown. 

Soviet  authorities nowally censor all films 
before  they  can be shown  at'filmweeks and festivals. This, 
cuts  down  on  the  number  of  films  which  can be' shown  and  has 
the  effect of limiting  the  frequency of such events. 

The  number of performances  of  films  during  these 
events is usually  limited,  but  tickets  are  made  available 
to the  public.  They  are  sold  quickly  and  more  privileged 
individuals  tend to get first pick. 

B. C o - p r o d u c t i o n c o n t a c t s  

On 12th  May, 1976 TASS claimed  that,  at  the 
Soviet  Cinematographerst  Congress, a reference was made to a 
number  of  meetings  having  taken  place  with  Western 
cinemtographers since  Helsinki, 
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N A T O  C O N F I D E N T I A L  

-48- 

p. Information cnly from  US^ The first United c 

States/Sovlet  co-production  9tThe  Blackbyrdvg was screened for 
the first  tine and distributed  during 1976. A t  the  same time, 
talks  began  in June 1976 on a second co-production  to be 
called sosea Pup"; a preliminary  agreement was signed  under 
which filming takes  place  in b o t h  countries f o r  release  in 
1'377. 

V 

III, LANGWAGF INSTRUCTION 

DB. NO informatiorJ 
The  Soviet  Union  claims  that Fbes-Lem languages are 

taught widely in the Soviet  Union.  This is cedainly true for 
major Vestern  languages.  For  exaaple,  English is taEght 
more widely  per  head of population  in USSR than  Russian  is 
taught  in UK. 

B. m e  it?strmction  in  Western  countries 

The  Soviet  Union claims that  Western  countries must 
do more in the way of teaching  Russian  and  other  Soviet 
languages up to the  level of instruction  in  the  Soviet Union 
(if statistical  reciprocity"). 

Since  Helsinki, a number of American  Russian  language 
teachers  have  gone to Moscow fcr a ten-week language prograux?. 
The Canadian-Soviet  Cultural  Agreement renewed in 1975 
includes provisions for inviting  Soviet  Russian  language 
teachers  to work in Canada. 

C O N , F I D E N T  -*c- 

-48- 
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N A T  O C O N F I D E N T I A L  

Comments 

1 

I 
l 
b 

7 

Educ . 
I L  - .  1 .  
î i I 

we st : 
general 

.fi Soviet  claims  to 
Canada i n  Pky 1976 

I t I I 1 
l 
I 

l 

i 
1 
! 
! 

i 
1 

I 
! 

Less t 
than ! 
50 j 

Denmark 
l 
1 I 

I No information  available 

No inf ormatior, available Germany 

Greece I 

kn thol -o ,~  of Dutch 
poetry is planned 

NO 

Solile 

Netherlands 

Norway 
, :  

i 
i 
I 

1 
l 

t 

i Large ' Largely absent 
mount S e 

United 
S ta t e s  

i 
p-- 

. _ _  

1 
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ChaDter I -5 0- 

Co-operat-ko? " X A ~  l$xchc.nges in -the Fields of Culture  and  Education  '(Contd) 

NUMEIER OF SOVIET BOOKS IN 1ESTER.N ." COUNTRIE_s ~ 

Note: A ~ X  figures  are  estimates. LITS. Please  complete an r y  es-timates to mid-197z7 
" l 

L 

L___ 

Comments t l 

! T o t a l  I Total. !Imports 
C T i t l e s  74-mid- ' 77 

i 
i 

i 
. .  

Fiction IEduc. No . 
P 

Other 1 Stores / Libraries Copies I Copies 

9 

I 

t 4 i 

Mo information  available Germany 
No information  available Greece 
No information  available Italy i 
No information  available Netherlands 

United 
Kingdom 

l ) US Library  of  Congress  figures 
) for English  translations 
) received  of  Russian books. 
(primarily  done in US & W) 

1973 : 378 
1974: 331 
1975: 264 

-E US Library of Congress 

United 
States 

c 

Comments 
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N A T O  c O ra F I n E BJ T . I  A . L  

Cha.rzter II 

'"" General assegs nd sumnary 

le Bulgarian performance in the Sield of printed- 
information i s  very t o  extremely  restrictive.  

2. While a moderate cross-section of V?estern t i t l e s  I 
(excepk Americeïn) are imported, .the number of copies. are.  limited. 
The general public has extremely limited access t o  t'lis ! 
info&mtion,-incl_uding Western cornmist pu-blications, by any 
means,  Even t o u r i s t s  are r e s t r i c t ed  t o  buying mz3-nly Western 
C o ~ a u n i s t  newspapers. T h e  vas t  bulk of imported. mstterial 
therefore is intended solely f o r  use by privileged i n s t i t u t ions  l 
and individuals on the  basis of t h e i r  "need t o  Irx~otv~~. l 

3,  Nonetheless, tkere has been s o ~ e  s l i g h t  inprovenlent 
in Bulgarian performacce in the  f i e l d  of printed information 
since the Final Act, 
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-52- Chapter  II 

Lral and. Pr formation  (Contd) 

I, '4' O$ oral 
By,ariaFrformance i n  the f i e l d  m orma ~ o n  

S of performanc  ically in 

"To facilitate the dissemination of o r a l  information,.." 
(Lectures, I e c t u r w T n g s  
seminars,. s p p o s i a - ,  s m ë r  schoo1, congresses, etc.) 

-~ 

Sse Table I. 
There  is  extremely  little  disserzination of Viestern 

newspapers and printed  publications in Bulgaria, Imports cover 
a respectable  cross-section of non-Commis% Western t i t l es  
(although  none are American), and Western ComunJ-st  Party 
publications,  but  the number of copies appear limited to  those 
required for official use and.a few:,copies of Communist 
publications for tourist sales. 

Bulgarian  authorities have achitted t h a t  t h e y  exercise 
the right  to  exclude all material  that they deem to be 
(l ) pornographic; (2) portraying  violence or ( 3 )  likely to 
undermine  the  philosophy and vzlues of the Socialist  state. 
From evidence on accessibility  (see (v) below) territorial 
dissemination of  printed.infornation in Bulgaria. is . l irnited to 
the loca t ion  of government  institutions (aJ-1 materials) a d  
tourist hotels ( C o r n m i s t  publications), 

(iii) 

zf normal channels f o r  distribution, payment) 

The  Bulgarian  import agency is IJJJWS which is 

p. Is there any  evidence that  Bulgaria  encourages 
contracts  between iFR,WS and. Vestern suppliers? How 

epparently  efficiently and well run; 

do  details of existirrg contracts cornply-with 
Final Act?7 

 D
E

C
L

A
S

S
IF

IE
D

 -
 P

U
B

L
IC

L
Y

 D
IS

C
L

O
S

E
D

 -
 P

D
N

(2
01

2)
00

03
 -

 D
É

C
L

A
S

S
IF

IÉ
 -

 M
IS

E
 E

N
 L

E
C

T
U

R
E

 P
U

B
L

IQ
U

E



Chepter II -53- 

* p. Mo Information. Kas Bulgaria modified any laws 
o r  regulations that might hinder improvements in 
contracts and agreementsp or. taken other rneasuxes? 
Does Bulgaria honour contracts? Is it interpret ing 
existing contracts in a r e s t r i c t i v e  o r  positive wi?y'?~ 
Foreign Minister PIladenov claims import  of Vestern 
nevrspapers i s  a Evfinancia.l  questionre. 

. _ .  

See Table I. 

Access by the  general   public  to Western printed 
information is extremely  limited. 

( a )  increase in the number of d a c s  
-re_ es? pu i ca  ions a re  on; 

Ug unt i l   recent ly ,   there  h2d been no evidence tha t  any 
Western  _nrFnted infornation, Comunis t  or non-Commis%, vms 
being s o l d  i n  Bulga-ria to  the  general  public. Even i n  one or  
two rmfn touris-i; hotels, the only materials for saie were 
? J e s t e m  Comunis t  Party newspapers. Two non-Communist Gera= 
newspapers had. been seen a t  h o t e l  counters  but only for loan 
and reading and not f o r  purchase. In December 1976, Foreign 
Minister P?Jndenov clalmecl non-Commist newspapers were f o r  
sale, but there  was no evidence to support this.  

An a r t i c l e  in Bulgarian newspaper on 3rd Fhrch, 1977, 
hovever sa id  Bulgaria m s  about t o  increase  the import aYrd 
distributinn of 'Yestern newspapers and magazines, an6 beginning 
about mid-b,.pril a Pew Vestern non-Communist newspapers  went on 
sale i n  Sof ia  f o r  the first time a t  the two major hotels, and 
a t  a hand.2v.L of kiosks ,  The nuaber of copies of ea& paper was 
apparently not more than 5 or 6 a t  each place, m d  sold. olrlC 
quickly. The hotels are frequented  mainly by foreip-ers,  Sales 
Seemed t o  be r e s t r i c t ed  t o  the  following  t i t les:   InteFlationaL 
Hesa,Zd TrLbwe Corriere Della Sera Le Monde, ,L- 
"ere arc n m e w s p a p e r s  o r  rnagazrnes on 
se. 8 

t 

r 

"9: 
N A T O  C O N F I D E N T I A L  
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'4 I 

PB. Litt le  information7 Y 

Eke h e r i c a n  Communist Party publEcatri.on 
m s  seen f o r  s a l e   a t  the Bulgarian C O m u ? i s t  Pay-ty 
April  1976. Normally it is no% f o r  sale anyxhere 
See (a) above f o r  ava i l ab i l i t y  t o  tourists, Dn3. 
improve during tourist season27 

There i s  epparently no possibili-ky for the  general 
gubl2-c t o  hold subscriptions t o  Western  newspapers and 
periodicals.  Zxisting  subscriptions ape held by rainistries and 
state organizations and access t o  the mteria.1 i s  given only to 
privileged  individuals on a "need t o  ?cowi; basis, 

Ilesteem printed Paformation i s  apparently keld by some 
public l ib rar ies .  P B .  T i t l e s  knd quant i t ies  are not  knovm7, 
but access t o  these makerials require   ident i f icat ion by lib?an?y 
cm& which discourages  the  general  public and makes access i n  
practrLce very limited, Some publications  require special cards 
issued only -to privileged  individuals. 

In s t i t u t iona l  and governmental libra:..fes hold Western 
materials, but  are  out of reach t o  the general publ ic  with access 
Limited! t o  cleared staff members, 

-54- 
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Ft. . . t o  ifnl3rove the 
bu l l e t in s  O 
ZGElons  an 
3?Z?h.n>ern .c 

Access t o  a small Brit ish Embassy reading room is  

p o p v h l i o n  to use it. There is a reading room a t  the French 
Embassy and a  French l i b r a r y   a t  t h e  University of Sofia. 
BE. Holdings and access ib i l i ty  t o  these places   are   not  7 k n o m ~ 7  

controlled t o  the  point  that  it i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  local 

(tii) -hip of  incoming Western- i n c o r m  

4" . L i t t l e  information7  In the oese of recently 
observed sa es of 4 non-CommmistTr!estern newspapers, the 
content of those on sale suggests a Lack of  censorship, o r  a t  
least a liberal attitude.  Observations over E! longer  period is 
necessary. 

The Bulgarian  Foreign  Minister  claimed in  December 
?g76 - X h t  Bulgaria was importing more Western publications. Up 
~nt i l  April 1977, there  had  been no evidence t o  support t3is. 
At Elat time, however, copies of 4 Western non-cornmist r~evs- 
mers became available i n  5 /6  copies a t  two major hotels  

Thequented mainly by foreigners) and at E. few kiosks in Sofia. 
Tho pr ices  have been very  high ( 3  times  subscrip-bion r a t e  
equivalents  in one case). 
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-57- Chapter II 

TABLE II 

Iqrovernents in Bul-garia-vl perf ormnce 
since Helsinki: 

in this f i e l d  
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l3JLlGARIA 
-Revised) 

Titles and. numbers of  Bulgarian printed information 
imported by Western corntries 

TITLE 

unE=nown 
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-6% Chspter 11 

S , .  . . 

Filmed znd  Br.oc?dcz.st Information  (Contd) 

Io Performance by Bulgaria “ as regards filmes- and broadcast 

L C s l i a n c e  with  specific Final Act cy_ller@ 
‘ o w  

, .  

See Tables I and II. 

Apart from some Western musical recordings 
f l B .  variety? arnount?7 l i t t l e ,  if any9 Western 

&m recorded  information i?. being broadcask- in  Bulgaria.  
The United S ta tes  has had no success in placing 
radio material, 

A limited- ndmber of S,;Testern enterbinment films are  
shown commercially t o  the Bul,garlan public, and E: 
somwhat lesser .  nulber on television, A few are of  
the   c r i t i ca l   var ie ty   ( see  (il) below);  nost  are 
innocuous t i t l e s   i nc lud ing  Westerns, h i s to r i ca l ,  
f i c t ion ,  o l d  time c lass ics  and Valt Disney productions, 

There is  l i t t l e   i n f o r m t i o n  on showings of: non- 
entertainment films, Very few docmentaries and 
special  subject films are  being placed by Western 
Embassies f o r  pr ivate  showings, 

U /EsB. There is no information on f i l m  Pestivals.7 Ls 

Vestern  television programme na te r id ,   o the r  f lan 
films broadcast  in  Bulgaria i s  l imited,   but seems 
t o  concentrate on high quality cul tural  s e r i e s  
( e, Q. {‘Age of Kingsf*, tf Civilizationct, T o u n g  People t S 
Concertsf*), There a l s o  seems to be some importation 
of light  entertainment. 

F B .  There i s  no information on the use of  Western 
news materials through  the  faci l i t ies  of In te rv is ion/  
Eurovision,lp ” 

Bulgaria  maintains  the  Soviet line on tne need f o r  
**s ta t i s t ica l   rec iproc i tyf t  between Eastern and 
Western countries i n  imports o f  films etc.  
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C . O N F I D E N T I A L  

Chapter II -61 - 

Filmed W n I n f o r m t i o n  (Contd) 

(Li) Tl.. * V $ p e  various a s E t s  of L 

” C O W ,  l-leS , m 

Most films, are innocuous and, while not  giving a 
realistic pj-cture of Vestern l i f e ,  a t   l e a s t  are n o t  critical, 
However, some do show the Vest i n  an unfavourable l i g h t  along 
stereotyped Comunist .  l i nes  (e .  g, !‘Midnight Cowboyi9 ,, “They 
Slmot Horses9 Donot They?”) The cu l tu ra l  and l ight   enter-  . 

tainment  television programmes represent a yosi t ive side of 
Vestern society. . .  

k half h o w  televis ion programme i n  the spring of 1976 
on the US bicentennial was reported  harshly  anti-American, but 
towards the end of the year  Bulgarian  broadcasters were t rea t ing  
the Xest i n  a more friendly way (Source: Associated Press, 
8 th  December, ’?976). 

of  news i t e m  from 

Bulgaria jams Radio Free Euroye Eulgarian language 
broadcasts v i t h  sporadic effectiveness. The Bulgarian language 
broadcasts of Deutsche Welle are a lso  jammed. Jamming of  the 
BBCls Bulgarian  Service ended i n  December 1974, There is no 
jamming of BBC World Service. 

broadcasts uust ‘Exneet the   in te res t s  of mutual  understanding among 
peoples“, and must not in te r fe re   in   the   in te rna l  affairs of other 
states. 

Eulgaria maintains  the Soviet line that Vestern r a d i o  

In 1971 -Bulgaria discontinued  the  services of Radio 
Rodha ,  a s1zor.L; and mediu.! wave service f o r  Bu1,garims abroad. 
However, in conjmction with the  GDR, Bulgaria serves as a 
transmission  base f o r  medium wave broadcasts t o  Turkey by the 
iFVoice of the  Turkish Commmist PartyF!.  (Source:  nBfoadcasting, 
%ast end i?estfl, EUCORG Report No. 6, April 1974) PB. Is t h i s  
still .t;rue?y 

A 

L P  C e m i p  of  filmed and. broadcast; 
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-62- Chapter II 

_ F l l n e d t d )  

Tne United States Eabassy has 'nad no success  in  placing 
filns, teLe-6ision o r  radio material i n  Bulgaria, The United 
Kin~don Embassy has-he ld  film showings for inv i ted  guests only, 
The Netherlands has placed some documentary ancl s c i en t i f i c /  
-tecb.ai.caZ Zilrns with specialized ins t i tu t ions .  

II Q 

(iii) Access t o  Embassy f i l m   l i b r a r i e s  

p. Litt le  information, It seems Bulgarians may 
not  v i s i t   f o re ign  missions. Are loans r e s t r i c t ed  
t o  s ta te  

-nts i n  Bylaaria since Final Act 

See Table III, 

There is no evidence of any s igni f icant  improvement 
in Bulgarian  performance  since  Helsinki,  although  the  Unite6 
:;mgd-om believes there  is  evidence of  a slight improvement. 
The United States has noted marginally nore US films on 
Bulgarian t e l ev i s ion   i n  '1976. 

l 
" . 

l 

L I  P B e  There is no spec i f ic  informa-kio'n on imports 
of Bulgtirian films, te lev is ion  and radio na te r i a l  
by Western countries. Please provide as much 
information as possible f o r  Tzble ïV.7 U 
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Chanter II 

TABU 
_^__.1_ 

II 
Iyy 

eriod up t o  1nid--19'77~ on  calanZar year basis i f  possible.7 

r: 

t r 
L 

Soae Xestern 
f orei.6- langvagc 
newscasts during 
Sumner f o r  
t o u r i s t s  
(Associated Press, 
8th December, 1976) 

O 

h 
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Degree of improvement 
Hels.i.ra%i Final Act: 

Much U 

Noderate - 
L i t t l e  uI1 

TABLE III 
“ 

i n  Bulgarian performance sinGe 
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N A T O  C O N F I D E N T I A L  " 

Chapter II 

T&BLE IV 

p. ?lezse up"ei'to this t ab le  by entering  information f o r  period up to midw:977, 
on a calendar year basis if possible&T 

I 
m I m 
a c 3  
1 

I 

shown commercially only 
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N . A T O  c 0-L y. 

-67- ChEpter II 

7 3 ,  A-ccess t o  o f f i c i a l  sources s e e m  r e l a t ive ly  easy. 
Access t o  non-official and pr ivate  sou.rces is vi r t tBl ly  
ixyossible,, Getting perrnission for P i l m  projects can take 
Lime and is of-ten refused. 

4, Th.ere has been no significant  imrovenen-t; i n  Bulgarian 
prfornance  since  Helsinki.  Bulgarian o f f h i a l s  and. ?ress hsve 
clatzuecl f o r  s o m  time tha t  improvenents arc contemplated: in 
providing, on a reciprocal basis, multiple m t r y  and exi t  v i sas  
valid f o r  one year to all foreign jourr?_alists accreclited as 
.prmanent correspond-ents i n  Sofia;  and in apiDointing press 
spokesncn in central   minis t r ies  organizations and other  bodies, 
I.3nsy a l so  claim greater readiness t o  issue visas f o r  singlfr 
v i s i -k , ,  The only concrete step has been f i e  official opensng 
oa 2b. -kk  May, 1977 of a long-heralded- Club f o r  .Foreign.  JaurnaZists 
:’?n Sof ia ,  Bulgaria says t h i s  will assist jovrnd-is ts  in t he i r  
TS0r.k.  

N A T O  P” C O N F I D E N T I A L  
-67- 
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Ck.larrker II -68- 

srid reasonable 

FB. ConTLicti~g iriformation7j' Sone Allies report  no 
d-ifficulties  are  encountered f o r  s ing le -a s s iyxmt   v i s i t s .  
However US reports  long  wait  (about 3 rnon-ti?s f o r  issue of 
~ouz?na l f s t~s  visa. Therefore most US jownzlists make single- 
assignmnt v i s i t s  on non-journalist 's visw and mcouzteer no 
problems doing so. These visas are avai lable  a% borders a d  
a t  the Sofia   a i rport ,  P B s  Is this a l s o  -&e reason others  
encounter few difficulties? Please c ~ a r i f > ~ i j t  

PB. There is no inforaal ion rega-ding Bulgaric7n 
-b-eatnent of applications for peimanent accredi ta t ion anri 
aecessary . .  visas ,  Attitude t o  cross accredj"txtion?J 

For some time Bulgarian o f f i c i d s  lxave been suggesting 
-khat Bulgaria ha6 o r  was about Lo begin  issuing  n;.tlt.iple  entry 
.!m(?. e x i t  visas  t o  foreign  3ourna.lists. oyf 3x4 Mamh, a 
Culgarlan newspaper claimed documents were under consideration 
~ ~ h f c h  included "ce provision, on a reciprocal basis, of such 
visas, val id  for o m  year t o  all foreign 'ournalis-ts. accredited 
es pernanent  correspondents in Sof ia .  /$B. \ t !ou~ tllis 
exclude non-resident  accredited journalists? Has this been 
in s t i t u t ed  yet? Have any Yestem journal is ts  cLpplEed?7 -L 
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Access t o  sowces i s  controlled and very LiIiliTed though 
US repor t s  some improvement since ~id- ' !976~ Interviews 172th 
officials seem easy enough t o  arrange through ['Sofia pTessti, the 
Press  Service of the  NFA o r ,  according -bo a Erzl,garia.n o f f i c i a l  
i i i  December "176, d i rec t ly  wiW public Organs an,d ins t i tu t ions .  
But conversations zre guarded and ~mry~ and often ~f no value. 
Those individuals  seen by journalis-ts w e  carefully  cleared and 
vrell-rehearsed, 

. .  There i s  v i r tua l ly  no access to pr iva te  sources. 

For some tine  Bulgarian  officials have been c l a b i n g  4 

they vere  sett ing up a Etpress centre" for Poreign journa l i s t s  
to nake contac-ts  easier. On 24th Nay, 1977 the Club f o r  Foreign 
Journa l i s t s  was o f f i c i a l l y  opened l n  Sofia, The  Eead of the  
Press and Information  Department, MFiz, claimed it would provide 
better opportunities f o r  Journal is ts  from ~~ithlrz and outside 
BüL&';aria Lo meet and discuss theil- vork. It is doubtful, 
howeverp tht it will bving m y  s igni f icsn t  improvement in  access 
t o  SoLlrCes. 
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are of ten  

( v i i )  
. .  

!i,brkin-or . - .  . . . .  JO- (Contd) 

EL There is  no information on Bulgarian  treatment 
of journa l i s t ic  pro jeclts proposed by Vestern 
jouma1in ts~7  . , . .  

Getting  permission t o  film bakes time 2nd permits 
delayed o r  refused, 

. . . .  

p. Li t t l e  inforaationLT 

There seems t o  be i i t t l e  d i f f icu l ty  $dth casse t te  
a-ecorders and caneras, bu t  experience wit12 s-ktenpted imporS,s 
OP more sophisticzted-  technical  equipaent &S not been cited.  

. For single-assignment? For resident  

?%ere seems 30 be EO diff icul ty   in   t ransmission of . , . 

zlateei-iaLs out OP Bulgaria, apart from tt-tecbnicalfi  problems 
:;.elated t o  'cne qua l i ty  of communications system. However, 
oae Western radio Teporter was charged ove? $200 for each 
"feed[' of material  transmitted. 

No instances of d- i f f icul t ies  vit11 eqoorts of 
g i s  and  undeveloped film have been r epor t eL7   D
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C O N F I D E N T I A L  

c 

_I__ * 

J3. No information.  There are , appmently no h o v n  
cases of atteriîpts t o  inport   technical  assistance,  
e i ther  temporar i ly  o r  f o r  resident use?7 W 

DB. Information mclezrr,T U 

"Sofia Press" seems t o  be the primary agency tasked 
wieh dealing with foreign  journal is ts ,  raaking appointments f o r  
intemdeetcs  and other arrangements. ALthor:& a.ssistance is 
mlniml., even f o r  Warsaw Pact countries, the United  States 
reports that  a be t t e r  job -then usual vas done. :Fox- -&e Bulgaria. 
CP Congress i n  ear ly  1976 when accredited  correspondents in 
EeLgmde were invi ted to come (though  accredit3tion makes l i t t l e  
difference i n  qua l i ty  of  treatment). Services .are free.  

. In  December 1976, a Bv.lga.rian official referred 
e t h e  Press Section of the WA as the o f f i c i a l  
channel Tor journa l i s t s  i n  a r r a~g ing  interviews, 
~ ~ a r i f y ~ 7  U 

Bulgaria provides film crews t o  v i s i t i ng   j ou rna l i s t s ,  
and there  seem "Co be few problem with then. 

-71 - 
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Please cor1pXete . Can Allied 
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m 

r, 

entering 

__I.__^_ .t. 
l 
l 

_____y 1 ,  
l 
i 

"- - 
! 
I 

TJS Comments 
" 

I t a ly  
.P 

l j  

O \  l j 3 I /  ( 5) -!:- O l o ( 0 ) 4:- ( 0 ) - > S  (l)<( a t  least  
one : 
(L Unita) I 

O !  l O O 

! 
"". 

0 1  O O 

Visas for slng2o-assigment 

O (19'76) 

O j  O 

l 
no 
info. 

O 
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-74- Chanter II 

V o r k > . . d i t i o n ~ J ' J '  (Contd) 

TABLX IL 
-7 

Degree of improvement i n  Bulgarian performance 
Helsinki Final. Act: 

L i t t l e  

None Gerrnanyp Italy, NZ, US, Demark 

since 

Worse 
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P E *  Please provld-e shor t  assessment of RLrlgarizn 
perforrmnce on basis of common experience of NATO 
misslons part ic ipat ing in preparing co-ordinated 
reply.7 Y 
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(L) 

(Li) 
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(l) See Table I. 
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S i n  the  Field o f  Cu&ture-,.a.nd .Education 

( v i f )  -tern Thbassies and CU W 

m E e  No infornation. E.g, Do Embassies and cu l tuml  
Zenkres have libraries with books f o r  loan?7  W 3 

c t s  b-ublishers 

p. NO information.7 w 

en libraries; writers ;  ex-, 

flB. No information.7 W 

B. -S since  Helsinki 

PB* NO informationc" PY 

c ,  n countries 

See Table II, 
FB. More information req.uired, even general 
e :;-ttm.te S. Y 7 
Bulgaria f o 3 . 2 0 ~ ~  the  Soviet   l ine  in claiming that  

Westem countries are n o t  importing, translating and publishing 
Bulgarian works on  the scale   tbat  Western books are  being 
i.mporLed and -i;rz.nslaLed i n  Bulgar ia   ( I f s ta t i s t ica l   rec iproc i tyTt ) .  
Better performance is demanded. 

II. F91112s - 
A. -S . .  . a 

UI DE, No information.7 Y 

E, w u c t i o n  . .  ,-of .films  and other contacts 

p. NO inrormation.7 Y 

'+ 
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. 

Chapter III 
ZECHOSLOVAMIA 

d )  

Geqeral assessment and summaq 

1. Czechoslovakian  performance i n  the field of  printed 
information i s  very  res t r ic t ive,  

3 e  Access t o  imported  materials by the  general  public 
is d i f f i c u l t ;  a few Western  Cormunlst  newspapers and some 
fashion and spor t s  magazines are put on public  sale,  Western 
publ icat ions  are   avai iable   in  a few t o u r i s t  hotels Sut   only  in  
very l imited numbers. These and the ?testern Conmunist newspapers 
81"s withdrawn i f  they  contain  articles  unfavourable t o ,  
Czechoslovakia. Subscriptions appear  possible if purchased froin 
abroad; i f  purchased in Czechoslovakia, they are available 
on ly  t o  foreign  resident  correspondents and diplomatic  personnel. 
Libraries  stock a few Vestern  technical journals and  uncon- 
t rovers ia l  magazines.  Otherwise  Vestern  materials  are  intended 
for of f i c i a l / i n s t i t u t iona l  use. 

There has  been 8 l i t t l e  irqrovement i n  Czechoslovakian 
performance since  the  Helsinki  Final A c t e  

5. Although  Czechoslovakian o f f i c i a l s  claim t o  be 
importing more Western journals,   there i s  l i t t l e  evidence of  
an increase  in.  the  dissemination of .  Western printed  .infomlation. 

since  Helsinki  they have no longer been able t o  subscribe t o  
Vestern  newspapers. 

. In fac t ,  Bri t ish businessaen  resident  in Prague report  that 

6. There has been  sone s l i g h t  improvement but rnaip3.y f o r  
tour i s t s .  Beginning i n   l a t e  March 1977, 13 Tlestern  non-comunist 
newspapers, and one periodical,  have  been seen on sa l e  i n  a .  
few mazor ho-t,els i n  Prague, Brno  and Bratislava, md a t  Prague 
airport. These areas  are  frequented mostly by foreigners, and 
copies  are few i n  niamber rind often  not on display,  though  they 
may be purckmsed by  Czechoslovaks, 
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Oral-  and Printed  Inform 
. .  

(i) "To faci l i ta te   the  disseminat ion of o ra l   i n Îom1aon  . m. tT 

n e c t u r e s ,   , m u r e  t"aÜrs, r o u n d - D t i n g s ,  seminars, 
symposia,, sumer schools, congresses  etca ) 

on  Czech a t t i tude ,   spec i f ic  
pro jec ts  NO change since  Helsi&i, 

(Fi) 

See Table I, 

There is very limited dissenination of  Western news- 
papers and other  printed  information  in Czechoslovakia, Imports 
cover a very wide range' of t i t l e s  (Czechoslovakia  claims it 
imports 14,000 t i t l e s ! ) ,   b u t ' t h e   n m b e r s  o f  copies (140,000 
accorclfng -to Czechoslovakia), with a few exceptions,  are not 
adequate f o r  dissemination, t o  the  general  public,  Since the  end 
of March 1977, 13 Western non-Communist da i l i e s  and  one weekly 
have  been on sa l e  a t  cer ta in   ho te l s  and airports, but it i s  
estimated no t  t o  involve  additional imports of  nore than 30 
copies per t i t l e :   h a r d l y  enough t o  ensure any kind of  dissemi- 
nation on basis  of demand, Some additional  copies may a lso  -be 
available from cent ra l   d i s t r i5u t fng   of f ices  by post  on the basis 
of individual  requests. m. Please confirm.  Co-ordinated 
reply from Prague by UI< Embassy  rnakes  no meation of tinis 7 
.The bulk of a l l  t i t l e s  import& are technical  journals, ?ashion 
and sports  magazines,  sone o f  then (largely Geman  language) 
ordered i n   l a r g e  enough numbers t o  cover  limited public sale. 
Pqar-i; from these exceptions,  2estern  printed  information is 
intended for o f f i c i a l  and i n s t i t u t i o n e l  use, 

Very  few Xestern newspapers and magazines  nay  be 
inported by imlividuals and t h e   l a t t e r  are subject t o  custom 
checks. There is  a blanket  prohibit ion on anything  considered 
pol i t ical ly   offensive.  The c r i t e r i a   a r e   l a i d  down by the  inporting 
agencies (see (iii) below). They base thenselves on Ar t ic le  23 
of Law 81/1966 and Law 127/1968, 

From evidence  availzble on access ib i l i ty ,   ( see   (v)  below), 
terr i tor ia l   d isseminat ion o f  'i?!estern printed  i:?fomation is limited.: 
(l ) t o  Prague f o r  néwspqers   (ocf ic ia l  use) , and (2)  possibly t o  
other major centres f o r  technical,   fzshion and sports nagazines 
(general sales). 

N. 4 T O ,, C 0" N S.*. '? -J'r<"A".U I D 3 X T - I 4i-L 
L 7.- 
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Charter III 
CZE~HOSLOV.AKI& 
-vised) 

Oral and Printed  Infomation  (Contd) 

(iii) 

Printed  information is  imported fron a l l  Vestern 
countries through  the Artia A ency f o r  bsoks and magazines and 
Postovni  Novînova Sluzba (PIE 7 f o r  newspapers and p o l i t i c a l  
material. 

Czechoslovakis  honours  existing  contracts  although 
reserving  the  r ight   not  t o  put on sale  issues  containing 
p o l i t i c a l l y  ob jectioncble  material. fiBe Does it in te rpre t  
con t r ac t s   i n   r e s t r i c t ive  o r  pos i t ive  way?7 U 

laws o r  regulations that might either  hinder or iuprove  contracts 
and agreements. 

There  have  been no  known changes i n  Czechoslovakian 

(v) 

Despite  large l i s t  of t i t les  imported,  especially 
period-icals,  there i s  v i r tua l ly  no access by the g e n e r d   p b l i c  
t o  then. Only some fashion and sports  nagazines and teclmical 
" jouriiûls may be purchased o r  read by the general public, Sone 
i,'!estern Cormunist  publications  are  occasionally on sale,  Only 
pr'ivilegecl i n s t i t u t ions  and individuals may have access t o  all 
Ffes"cx*n printed  infomation. 
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CZE~HOSLOVAXIQ 
-vised) 

Oral and CrAnted Iqfomation (Contd) 

Until   recently,   apart  Srom a  few rilagazines on. fashion 
and sports   ( largely Gemnail language), and occasionally some 
Western Conmunist publications , no Vestern  printed  information 
were on s a l e  t o  the  general   public,  The sane  applied t o  sa les  
t o  t o u r i s t s  in .  airports and Izotels. 

Since  the end o f  Narch 1977, l 3  Western non-Communist 
da i l i e s  and one weekly  have  been seen on sa l e  a t  four Prague 
hotels p h s  h o t e l s   i n  Erno and Bratislava DD. Not Karlovy Vary27 
and a t  Prague a i rpo r t ,  They may e l so  be on sale  elsewhere, 
Czechoslovaks may buy these newspapers, but the copies are not 
always v i s ib l e  and sone are kept  under  counters.  Copies of  these 
papers a re  a l s o  said t o  be  available by pos t  Prori1 cent ra l  
d i s t r ibu t ing   of f ices  (TNS) i n  Prague, Brno and Bratislava but 
mailing i s  subject t o  approval of  individual  requests, fiB. Is 
t h i s  t rue? T h i s  Ilras not mentioned i n  UK Bilbassy rep1 -to ISD/144,7 
VhiI'e C2cchoslovnB . o f f i c i a l s  have been hinting a t  suc Ix c?n inprove- 
i2ent i n  access f o r  some t i ne ,  few addi t iona l   de ta i l s  have been given 
by au-i-.horities. Apart from an   o f f i c i a l  announcement on 31 s t  Narch, 
1977, i n  which a syokesman mentioned  only 12 newspapers,.  (See 
Tp.bïe I f o r  publications on sale, In addition, Le T;londe, 
Presse  (Austria)  I-ielsinki Sanomaat (FinLand) 3 F e n h e t e r  
'-Zn>, anci ~ ~ ~ e ~ e ~ ~  L e m 2  (SwitzerL&v;%- 
seen a t  newst&i?iT 

Very few copies seem t o  be  imported and most a r e  sold 
out o r  perhaps  put on the  black  narket  very  quickly. One 
estimate is  that   only 30 copies . o f  each are inported withzabout 
3 copies of each  being  distributed  to each out le t ,  

Prices seen t o  vary  considerably, from a f a i r  equivalent 
of  the newspaper's price  outside Czechoslovakia  (e.g.  HerQd 
Tribune) t o  fou r  t imes  the  price (e.g. Toronto Globe a m ; )  , 
-rue? Please examine th i s  point .7 Western Corirmnist 
newspâpers seen t o  be  cheaper: 
l Czechoslovak crown, while 
(SI = KCS 1g.30). 
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Chapter III -86- 

Oral a n m I n f  orna- (Contd) 

A few copies of Western non-Cormunist newspapers were 
avaî1abl.e t o  ?:?Jestern j o u r n a l i s t s   a t  a "press  ct?lltreft set up i n  
A p r i l  1976, f o r  the %v Cormunist Party Congress. .See (a )  above 
f o r  ava i l ab i l i t l  t o  t ou r i s t s ,  m. Any iuproveaent during 
t o u r i s t  seasonzf 

For the  ordinary  cit izen,  direct   subscriptions t o  
foreign newspapers and per iodicals   are   vir tual ly   impossible  to 
arrange, W%en possible (usually through  fpiends o r  r e l a t ives  
abroad), copies are soraetimes confiscated, and subscribers p. Greeky t o  non-Comunis-t Greek d a i l i e s ,   f o r  example, find 

t o  specialized-  technical  publications  are  permi-tted, and r a re  
cases are known o f  ordinary  cit izens  subscribing t o  Sash%on 
magazines. Some loca l  staff of Embassies receive  material 
through the Embassy address, but not t he i r   p r iva t e  one, 

heir   copies t o  be censored,  Apparently a few private  subscriptioas 

IEdividual subscriptions must be placed  through  the 
Publication  Distribution  Office and w i t l l  a few exceptions t h i s  

Ins t i t u t ions  and ministr ies  hold the vast bulk of 
subscriptions. They mmt be able  t o  show that  the  publ-ication 
i s  necessary, For these  kinds of subscriptions, ths ava i l ab i l i t y  
of foreign currency is  a factor ,  
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C O E F 1 , D E M T I A L  

-87- 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
m e v ï s z d )  

printed  ~+q~oma%-ion  (Contd) 

Some Mestern printed information i s  avaj-lable in   pub l i c  
librzr. ' ,es  Titles and quant i t ies   are   unknom7~but   access  

ce r t i f i ca t ion  by a responsible  superior that it is necessary 
f o r  ones s work. S o m  technical  periodicals  are  avaflable t o  
the  general  public and mgazines have Seen  noticed i n  the  
r e a d i w ' a r e a  of the  English  Section of the  State  Library which, 
i n  1978, received S5 periodical  subscriptions from the British 
Council, These include  the and m. 

to those with pemiss ion  t o  see th%, such as 

'There has been some progress  generated by t w o  Western 
Enbassies, b G t  not ac t ive ly  opposed by the  Czechoslovak a u t h o r i t i e s  
The FRG Embassy began i n  1976 t o  d i s t r ibu te  a quarterly Czech 
language bu l l e t in  t o  about GOO addressees, The o12er US Lbbassy 
quarterly Czech language bu l l e t in ,  fiSpectrmic p increased i t s  
dis-tribution t o  6,000 i n  1976. Por-kugal, Canada  and France 
d i s t r ibu te  a. few hundred copies of  b u l l e t i m  in Eaglish o r  
French. The FRG Ibbassy have applied for gexmiss2.on t o  d i s t r i b u t e  
600 copies c f  t h e  German lan,mge rnagazine irScale'B and have been 
waiting about 6 nonths f o r  a reply. 

B. Zorraance g o t  ~.e~.-tit~ic@.ly i n  

c 

(i) "~;"- P u b l $ c a ' c i _ o Q m i a l .  In. Czechoslovakian pes s  

Only technical   nater ia l   put   out  by Western Embassies 
seem  to  be used, usually if it is  accompanied by photographs 
and has some s c i e n t i f i c   i n t e r e s t .  But there are frequent 
quotsa-kions f ~ o a  t i e  Western p r e s s   t o  show the West i n  a bad 
ligh'c. * 
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Chapter III 

Oral and P-E.ed-Ingorat&  (Contd) 

hide  journals   in   greatest  denand such as IiRinascitatt,   the 
Communist n~agc?zine. The French  have - h o  l ib rary   d i rec tors ,  one 
French and one Czechoslovak.  Czechoslovak visitors must ask 
the  l a t t e r  f o r  newspapers ( w s t  o f  which are  not  Irmediately 
v i s ib l e )  and the  la t te r   o f ten   say  %o". 

ficcess t o  Eabassy l i b r a r i e s  
generally  ulrestrictecl   apart  from the 
local m i l i t i a  guards  out  front, 

and reading rooms i s  
intimidating  presence Of 

(iii 1 CerlsorsZlip o - ~ ~ , n ~ o r n i ~ ~ e s " c ~ ~ i n t e ~ ~  " " 

subscribed non-Commnist da i l i e s  from Greece  have  been  censored 
before  delivery %O subscribers, Often it takes f o r a  cd non- 
delivery of subscribed  material, even in   case of 2 of l 2  issues  

i f  material is  somehow objectionable 

Rr-ticle 23 of Law 81/1966 and Law -i 27/1968, 

Appears t o  be comnon prac-Lice, For instance,   privately 

p c r i t e r i a  apgesr t o  be based on 

This extends t o  public sales o f  printed  information. 
The C o m u n i s t  Nornin Star ,  Uni-ta  and L*Human.ite are  censored; 
i n  January and -+ & e  m1aa-y ox l y c t w a  o m r e e  cogies were 
not  put on sa l e ,  and i n  January 1977 more than ha19 of the copies 
of tke Ivilorning Star were not on sale .  This prac t ice  will cer ta in ly  
extend r o w x w  sales o f  non-Comaunist papers. 

II. Devdopnengs Czec-.oslovak~an performance  since Hclsinlri 
" 

See Table II, 
There has been  a l i t t l e  improvenent i n  Czechos1ovakian 

peufornance  since  Helsinki. 
. .  Czechoslovakia clalhm t o  be importing.nore Western 

information  aaterials than before  Helsinki, but there has been 
l i t t l e  evidence t o  support this claim. Ir, fac t ,   Br i t i sh  business- 
men resident  Ln Prague  have  beer,  unable since  Helsinki t o  subscribe 
t o  liestern newspapers e 

On the  other hand, there  has been a s l i g h t  inprovememt 
i n   m x e s s i b i l i t y   i n  .th&, beginnizg i n  March 1977, 13 Westem. non- 
Commnist dailies and. one weekly have been seen on sa le  f o r  t h 5  
f i r s t  time at 4 Prague hotels,  plus h o t e l s   i n  Brno and Bratislava 
al?d a t  the Prague airport. Czechoslovaks may buy these publications 
(thcugh they may not  be on display and there  are  very few copies 
avai lable) ,  This also  izproves  access for foreigners azd tourists, 
who hitherto  could buy only Uestern Co1munis.t newspapers, 

A L  
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
W d )  
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-g1 - Chapter III 

- Oral and Pr-inted Tnfozma-tion (Contd) 

l i 1 

COUNTRY i 
I 
i 

i TITLES 

T o u r i s t  1 Congresses1 Libraries 1 
. .  191 

I L Subscriptions !Genera 
" 

Bulk shipments 
1__1 

1 

I P 

UR The Times 
 fina an ci al Times 

The Guardian 
.Daily  Telegraph 
Daily  Express 

(Kcs II : 
2 t 
7 

l 
l 

35 

- 4  
l 1  Q D& 

r\ 

Economist 
New Statesman 
The Observer 
Corment 
Challenge 
Labour monthly 
Marxism Today 

I 

en 
PS 

(Kcs 3 )  (plus at US , In te rna t iona l  Herald 

Time 
Newsweek 

Tribune 

I Source: Newsweek, April 1976 1 
I ! 

* Source: Czechoslovak Ehbassy, Bonn, 18th Illay, 1976 
Footnote: (1 ) As of March 1977, 13 Western non-Communist newspapers and 

went on sale f o r  the first time in a few major hotels  and 
a i r p o r t .  Figure in   brackets  i s  single copy newstand price 
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-92- Chapter III 

Oral and F&n>ed Informa3ion  (Contd) 

TABLE 11 

Iaprovements in Czechoslovakian performance in this 

Nuch : 

Moderate: 

L i t t l e :  TX, US,  Netherlands Germany, 
Por“cuga1 

I t a ly ,  Canada 

Greece , Denrmrk 
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Chapter III 

N , A  T O C O N F I D E N T I A L  

-93- 

Oral and Printed Information (Contd) 

T.@LE III 
I_y_ 

._ . . 

Unlcnom 

Unspecified news- 
papers and naga- 
zines 

I Very Lirnited, if any 

'l O subscriptions 
(1975) 

! 

t 

* 

N A T O  
-P - 

-93- 

 D
E

C
L

A
S

S
IF

IE
D

 -
 P

U
B

L
IC

L
Y

 D
IS

C
L

O
S

E
D

 -
 P

D
N

(2
01

2)
00

03
 -

 D
É

C
L

A
S

S
IF

IÉ
 -

 M
IS

E
 E

N
 L

E
C

T
U

R
E

 P
U

B
L

IQ
U

E



-94- Chapter III 

General  assessment and sumnary 

1. Czechoslovakian  performance i n   t h e   f i e l d  o f  filmed 
and broadcast  information is  restr ic t ive  but   bet ter   than some 
P!arsaw Pact countries. 

2. There i s  no evidence o f  what, i f  any,  Western recorded 
infomation i s  being broadcast by radio,  

3. The number o f  Vestem Î i . 3 - m  being  imported al?d shown 
i s  moderate,  though  they are checked for pol i t ica l   acceptab i l i ty  
before being  released f o r  screening  in  public cinemas and on 
-television, The content is  aore generally of  entertainment 
value and l e s s  obviously c r i t i c a l  of Western society though 
films are sorsietimes selected t o  i l l u s t r a t e  some fau l  E S of 
c2pitalism.  Non-entertainnent films are  imported and shown i n  
consid.erabPy fewer 11unbers. Information on f i l m  f e s t i v a l s  
and lgfih c h d ~ s "  i s  lacking, but t h e y  appear -to supplemelzt 
the  access provided commercially and on te levis ion t o  a l l  
var ie t ies  o f  f i lns .  

4. In   addi t ion t o  the  moderate numbers of  Yestern films 
shown on Czechoslovakian te levis ion,   they also broadcast a 
limited nmber of Mestern te lev is ion  programes/serials, though 
n o t  i n  the nuIlbers claimed by Czechoslovakia, 

5. Czechoslovakia e f fec t ive ly  jams the Czechoslovak 
languge  broadcasts of  k d i o  Free Europe, 5% of  Czech and 
Slovak broadcasts on BBC ar,d Deutsche  Welle are  also jdmmd- 
though the  Czechoslovaks deny responsibi l i ty  f o r  this, 

6 .  Czechoslovakia  adheres t o  the  Soviet   l ine  on 
$ r s t a t i s t i ca l   r ec ip roc i ty ip  wi th  the West o n  film imports and is 
a s t rong proponent o f  the  Eastern argument tha t  radio broadcasts 
nust seme  " the   in te res t s  of mutual understanding among peoples". 

7.  There has been no significant improvement i n  
Czechoslovakia since  Helsinki. 

 D
E

C
L

A
S

S
IF

IE
D

 -
 P

U
B

L
IC

L
Y

 D
IS

C
L

O
S

E
D

 -
 P

D
N

(2
01

2)
00

03
 -

 D
É

C
L

A
S

S
IF

IÉ
 -

 M
IS

E
 E

N
 L

E
C

T
U

R
E

 P
U

B
L

IQ
U

E



c' 

i. 

-95- 

See Tables I and II, 

Radio k.part from sone  Vestern  nusical recordings,  m. Variety? 
A u o u n t ? ~  no Vestern  recorded  infomation is keing 
broadcast in Czechoslovakia. This i s  clearly a 
Languap problem and there  are apparently no Vestern 
Ehbasszes supplying Czechoslovak  Radio with material  
in the vernacular, 

W 

" Filrns Czechoslovakia imports a r e s p e c t a b l e  nuaber of  
Western enlertaiiment films for cormercial and ( t o  a 
greater   extent)  televisfora use, though a2parenlly 
n o t  a l l  cre shown, riCzechoslovak F i l m r 1  obtains 
dis t r ibu t ion  rights €or n o s t  p roa is ing  Vestern PiLî~s, 
and pre?,;.imrs them T o r  su i t ab i l i t y ,  The p o l i c y  is  sa 
liberal, however, that there  has even been cr i t ic i sm 
OS it i n  the o f f i c i a l   p r e s s .  

Comparable numbers of non-feature  films are shotm, 
par t icu lar ly  on te lev is ion ,  

Fi lm festivals are  popular and the rnain one held 
biannually i n  Ir~s7uovy Vary i s  open t o  the p u b l i c ,  
Others are Techfilm, Ekofj.3-m (on  -the environment) 
and Tux-film, Only film professionals and privileged 
individuals  have an opportunity t o  see all Vcs-kern 
Ti1n.s inported,  ba t  t he  various film clubs can h i r e  
t h o s e  which qpea,red In  public cinenas %or abou-t 
!<CS 200 (e11 ) 
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N A T O C O , l ! J F I D E I i l T I R L  

Chapter III 

Filmed and Broadcast  Information (Contd) 

Other 

vis ion 
TZrz  
ma-t;erial 

, .  

Czechoslovakia c la ins  t o  be  importing f a i r l y  large 
amounts o f  te levis ion programmes and ser ia l s ,   o ther  
than films, from the  Vest.  Available  Vestern  figures 
however only  par t ly  back t h i s  up and  one country’s 
obs’ervation i s  tha t   f i gu res   -pe r t a in ing ’ to  it are 
exaggerated,  Noreover,  the  United  States  has had no 
success in   p lac ing   te lev is ion  material with 
Czechoslovakian t e l ev i s ion   un t i l  1976 when tvo 
s e r i e s  were shown on Sunday mornings. 

It should  be  noted tha t  about t w o - f i f t h s  of 
Czechoslovakia is  covered by German language t e l e -  
vision  broadcasts from Austria and the  Federal 
Republic o f  Germany. 

Czechoslovakia  claims t o  have  imported 3,540 Vestern 
news items i n  1975 through  the  fac+lit ies of Inter-  
vision/Eurovision, showing 2,677’ ( -  765) of them. 
This i s  very hard t o  check but much Mestern news 
film can be seen. 

Czechoslovakia  maintains  the  Soviet  line on the 
need f o r  “ s t a t i s t i ca l   r ec ip roc i ty”  between 
Czechoslovakia and Vestern  countries  in imports of 
films. 

Czechoslovakia  has a l so  claimed that  i ts  public 
can  attend Western films i n  Czechoslova.kia f o r  
more moderate prices  than Western  audiences can see 
Czechoslovak films. 

(ii) vi, e i l lust ra t ing  the  var ious  aspects  of l i f e  i n  
their   countr ies  . . 
Although films f o r  commercial and television  use from 

the :;Test are  generally  selected f o r  their  entertainment  value, 
there  is a lso  a tendency t o  s e l e c t  filas which display Western 
soc ie ty   i n  3 c r i t i c a l  o r  unfavourable way, since t h i s  makes 
t h e i r  import  eas ie r  t o  j u s t i f y   i n   p o l i t i c a l  terms, Some films 
l i k e  “The Day of the  Jackalft  are  followed on te lev is ion  by 
panel  discussions on the   ev i l s  of capitalism,  Other mzterial 
selected  includes  children’s  serials,   nature films and l i v e  
sporting  events. 

@b. What about  selection o f  news i t c a s  from Inter-  
ulsion/Eurovision  facilities’?7 
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-97- 

b. 

(iii) U. , . n - e   t h  exuanslon i n  the  dissemination of  

Czechoslovakia jams Radio Free Europe continually 
and e f f e c t i v e l y   i n  urban areas,  although it can  be received 
i n  rural areas.  In  addition  about 57; o f  Czech/Slovak services 
of the BBC and Ueutsche Xelle w e  jarmed  though the 
Czechoslovaks  deny that  they  are  responsible. VOA i s  not 
jamed,  but some intereferbence is  occasionally  encountered 
that  suggests  jmlning from the  outside (Czechoslovak official-S 
have hinted  that  Soviet mobile units are  responsible) 
early 1976 Radio Vatican wes reported t o  be "hampered; 
in i t s  broadcasts %O Czechoslovakia. 

Czechoslovakia is  a s tou t  proponent o f  the Soviet  
l i n e   t h a t  Western radio  broadcasts  nust %cet the   in te res t s  
of mutual understanding among peoplessf and nust n o t  in-terÎere 
i n  the   in te rna l  affairs o f  other  states.  Attacks  against 
radio  stations,   especially the VOA, have increased markedly 
since  early 1977 as a r e su l t  o f  s ens i t i v i ty  t o  Charter 77 
events and coverage  given  then by radio stations i n  their  
broadcast t o  the East, 

Czechoslovakia has i-ts own external  broadcasting 
service, which since 1976 transmits 35 hours per day. i n  10 I 

languages,  Programling since 1968 has been l e s s   cu l tu ra l  and 
nore po l i t i ca l   i n   con ten t . .  (Source:  "Broadcasting  East and 
Westft, EUCOKG Report No. 6 $  L p r i l  1974. ) 

(i) Censorship o f  filmed and brosdsast Znformatîon 

ttCzechoslovak Film" previews a l l  f i l m  imported 
before  general   distribution i s  made i n  order t o  ensure  they 
are polit ically  acceptable.   Selection ' committees made up of 
about 20 c r i t i c s ,   pa r ty  workers and- heads of P i h  departments 
"evaluate  whether the film does not  ham o w  parby policyf1 - 
telephone  quote t o  British Eir;lhzssy from Filmexport Trade 
Corporat ion,  The process OB dubbing provides  opportunities 
f o r  the  omission o f  objectionable  passages, 
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Filmed, an-cast I n Î o z t &  (Contcl) 

(ii) Activities-stem Eabass= 

Nost Westem missions have f i l m  l i b r a r i e s  with f i l u s  
f o r  l o a n  t o  i n s t i t u t ions  and individuals, 

The United States f i l n  library makes loans t o  l oca l  
o f f ices  and i n s t i t u t ions  for showing o f f  prenises. There is  no 
concerted  interference with t h i s  progranme. The E r i t i s h  
Embassy has the  same experience, Only some 596, however, o r ‘ .  
the  Latterts l 00  o r  s o  loans a year  are t o  individuals,  Since 
Charter 77 eventso US has two re2orts  of persons in   p rovinc ia l  
towns being  investigated for showing films on US borrowed from 
Ehbassy. 

( i l i )  Access t o  Eabassy, film l i b r a z a  

Beyond the general discouragement of contacts be”n\reen 
Czechs and Western Embassies, there  is no general  prohibition 
placed by Czechoslovakian au thor i t ies  on v i s l - t s  t o  Embassy 
fila l ib ra r i e s ,  The presence o f  Czechoslovak militia guards 
has a deterrent  effect .  (See last sentence (ii) above, ) 

II . K v e l o 1 i - t  ” 

See Table III. 

There has Seen no significant im2rovenent in 
Czechoslovakian  perfornmce  since  Helsj-nki;  the l i t t l e  iaprove- 
nent  noted by Greece i s  r e h t e d  t o  bi la teral   considerat ions.  

Becsuse o f  sens i t iv i tyover   Char te r  77 events ar,d 
coverage given them by Western press and radio sta-bions, 
Czechoslovakia has increased i t s  at tacks in 1977 on a c t i v i t i e s  
of  Western media and on radio  broadcasting  stations (e.g, VOk) 

c 

i n   pa r t i cu la r  

III. Vestern peyfomance 

fi, Tbere is  no spec i f ic  Information from Western 
sources on imports 02 Czechoslovak fi-ins, television 
and rad io  naterial  by Vestern countries Czechoslovakia 
has provided some f igures  which are included i n  
Table I V ,  Please complete as nuch as possible  taith 

help27 
avail bZe T;restern information. Cal1 Allied capi-l;aZS 

p. 
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nforna-t ion (Contd) 
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N A T O  C O M F I D E N T I A L  
ChaPter III 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
ISD/I 4d(Revised) 

O 
O 
J 

Filrnod and  Broadcast  Informaticn (Contd) 
TABLE II 

h* Please  update table with  information for period to mid-1977 
entering  figures on calendar  year  basis if possibleJ 

Greece 

'Perhaps  exagg- 
lerated,  incl. 

. _._ 

- 
I i 

Radio 
Pro gramme 8 I Comments l 
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N A T O  . C O N F I , D E N T I A L  

ChaDter III -101- 

Filmed Gnd Broadcas_”c Informats (Contd) 

TABLJ3 III 

. Degree of irnprovehent i n  Czechoslovakian performance 
since Helsinki F i h l  Act: 

Much: 

Moderate: - 
Little: Greece (b i l a t e ra l ) ,  I t a l y  

None : Germny, Netherlands*, UK, US 

Ilorse : .I 

*IS in te rpre ta t ion  
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General  assessment a.nd s m g n  

1 . Until   recently  overall   Czechoslovakia  perfomance 
could have been c l a s s i f i ed  as very  restrictive,   Slnce ea r ly  
1977, and Yne rise of the  Charter 77 group, it has been 
extremely SO. 

2. T!le a o s t  res t r ic t ive   aspec t  09 Czechoslovakian 
performance i s  t h e  great  difficul-ly faced 1.37 Ves'cern jour--alists 
i n  get t ing  entry t o  Czechoslovakian s ingle  assigninents 
Applications  are nom~KLly carefully  screened t o  reMove any 
potential  tîtroublealakersfE anci possibly t o  keep t h e  nadx?rs o f  
v i s i t o r s  'CO a managezble L1ii2irdWze A list of "undesirablesii 
i s  maintained and the  success af re-entry  applications depends 
on the  t tobj&ctivi . ty" o f  reportiing from previous  vlsi-ls.  Since 
about Aprf l ,  applicants have been refused wko do n o t  agree i n  
advance not t o  contact   d iss idents  of Charter 77. 

3.  Access also remains a serious problem. Cff ic ia l s  
are routinely avc.ilable,  but  these contacts have LixL-bed value. 
Contact with non-official and private  sou-ces i s  extremely 

individuals  concerned. Access t o  diss idents  is physically 
prevented . 
d i  ~ r l c u l t  "? * and discouraged by pressures on jotwna3.ists and the 

4. Uith such t ight  restric-kions on entry and access t o  . -  

sources v Czechoslovakian au thor i t ies  are reLa-tive3.y relaxed 
about  freedom 09 trravel. imnorts o f  tec3nlcal eouiDnent and 

5. Up t o  the end of  -l976, sone slight inprovexent i n  
Czechoslovakia had been no-Led. Since  then, however Czechoslov& 
sens i t i v i t i e s  a.bou"k tlcstern repor t ing  on Charter 77 eveai%s 
has led  t o  a pronounced t ightening 02 controls over foreign 
j owna l i s t s ,  Some r e su l t s   a r e  noted above. There  have, in 
addition  been  increased  harassnent a d  surveil lance snd- cases 
o f  detention and interrogation, The r e su l t  i s  a strong 
de te r io ra t ion   i n  working  condi-iiions f o r  j o m a l i s ' c s   i n  
Czechoslovakia, 
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-I 04- ChaDter III 

Czechoslovakia takes a harsh Liane with resyect 'Co 
applications from Journal is ts  Tor single-assignment visits, 
exerc is ing   s t r ic t  con-trol over V ~ A O  gains entry in   order  "CO 
e l in ina te  any potential  it-kroublermkersti. Although re fusa ls  
occur  relatively  frequently  in  conparison with other PJarsaw 
Pact  countries, Milan R a d h a -  Cb.,icf of t h e  Press Departuent o f  
-the LFA has saSc! (Xarch 19765 -%'nese are  tlexceptionalfi and only 
kxvolve p ? e ~ , ~ ~ e n  %ho are a t  variance with the UN Charter  the 
f3els i r . i  Final. kt ,  journa l i s t ic   e th ics  and State  Security 
i;z.terestsrï. He referred t o  an $'index o f  wldesir;3b1esF1 which 
contained the '  names o f  such newsmen; it also q p e a r s  t o  contain 
organizations,  such as 'VOk,  whose journalists are proscribed 
f r o n  entry, and those  individuals wko k v c   w r i t t e n  uncomplinentary 
stories on Czechoslovakia. (See B( iv) below. ) 

. .  

Since the publica-tion o f  -bhc i2Chwter '77:' protest ,  
Czechoslovak au thor i t ies  have almost ceased issuing  single 
assi,gment visas t o  ?;;estem journalists. Since about April 1977 
Czechoslovakia has adopted a policy of  .reBusing visas t o  
jouma3Fsts who 60 not  pledge. i n  advance thart they will not 
contact  dissidents.  

In view o f  t b e  difficulties encountered. In gainixg 
entry, sone journalists have corille into Czechoslovakia under 
the  cover of  Fr-LouriStsiî (ifhile these individuals can be 
caught and expelled, CzechoslovaAia has included then anong 
the nw-bers 09 ;journ,-,lists %elComediE t o  Czechoslovakia each 
year. ) Since Cha:r-t;er 77 events p sone ixdividuals entering 
Czechoslovalria in t h i s  uannel- have  been expelled, and it has 
been made known that   'o thers   enter ing this  way run a serious 
risk o f  prosecution and riraprisorment o f  severd. months. 

There i s  little inforaal ion on the speed 02 processing 
agplicztionx. 1la.clnar has clairned that applications are processed 
i n  l to 3 weeks, 
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M A T O  c O A ? F I T ) E M T I A L  

Chapter III -1 05- 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
ISD/l44-(Revised) 

Working  Condilf;_S,ons for Journalists  (Contd) 
1 

Applicants f o r  permanent  accreditation  are  subject  to 
close  scrutiny,  Pike  those f o r  single  visits, bttt once  they 
receive  their  visas (see (ii) below), they encow%er few procedural 
difficulties,  Accreditation  documents  are issued f o r  6 months 
(like visa) .  There have  been  no  renewal  problems  since AFP 
correspondent's  accreditation  was  not  renewed  in  January 1975. 

(ii) 

multiple 

(iii) 

A l l  permanently  accredited  foreign  journalists  have 
entry  'and  exit  visas  valid for 6 months, 

p. Presme this is unilaterally  applied. Is 
reciprocity  demanded?  Since  h'elsinki?T œ=,l 

flB. No infornation.  Residence  permits?  Press  cards27 

Since  entry and access to sources are so carefully 
contcolled,.Czechoslovakian authorities  appear  rather relaxed 
about  the question of  freedon of movement  and t rave l ,  This is 
attested  to by a number of Allies.  There  appear t o  be few if 
any  travel  restrictions and permission to travel  is  not  needed, 
Nonethaless,  journalists  are  under  surveillance and the programes 
of visiting  journalists are of ten  so carefully  arranged  and 
adhered t o  2s to  preclude  any  private  travel.  Journalists do 
not  have to submit  programmes  to  the  Foreign  Ministry  or  Press 
Centre  if  they  want to travel outside Prague,  but they are 
encouraged t o  do so and  this usually helps  them g e t  appointments, 

p. No information  on  whether  Czechoslovakia orgcnizes 
Journalists' tours or otherwise  "provides  greater 
opportunitiesii f o r  travel.7 - 

 D
E

C
L

A
S

S
IF

IE
D

 -
 P

U
B

L
IC

L
Y

 D
IS

C
L

O
S

E
D

 -
 P

D
N

(2
01

2)
00

03
 -

 D
É

C
L

A
S

S
IF

IÉ
 -

 M
IS

E
 E

N
 L

E
C

T
U

R
E

 P
U

B
L

IQ
U

E



(v) 

(Vi.) 

-1 06- 

res9onse - B . ,. 
140 request  necessary, N o t  applicable, 

" ' -- 
Once they have gairicd entry t o  Czechoslovakia, a.ccess 

tc SouTces i s  the   ua jor   d i f f icu l ty  that  foreign journ.alists  face,  

Appointments f o r  o f f ic ia l   contac ts  8re requested 
mu-bineiy through .the Foreign Jc?umalksts Centre o f  the PIPA. 
kltl:zq;h Czechoslovakia  claims tha t   j ou rna l i s t s  can  obtain any 
infornation and inkerview any nwiber o f  high  Gff ic ia ls  and 
spec ia l i s t s ,   i n  reality such contacts  are  closely supervised 
by ."ille TG'A and are of  l inited  value.  In  addition,  interviews 
requested are not granted. Very few interviews are possible 
with Party o r  senior  Goverment  personalities. As a n a t t e r  
o f  form Czechoslovakia has made'contacts with officials somewhat 
easier [see Part II below)' but the r e s u l t  has been  disappointing, 

Contacts with private  individuals are extremely 
Lirrited. They are  discouraged  through pressures on t h e  
individuels  concerned a d  by surveillance o f  JourndLsts  and 
individ-uals a l ike ,  Since  beginning of  Charter 77 events i n  
January Î977, 'cPre.se p rob lem have increased, with v i r t u a l  denial  
of access -h dd.ssidents tnrough use o f  pol ice  ,and even "bar . 
gas. in Lpri l  9377, Czechoslovak spokesmen and visa-issuing 
a u t h o r i t i e s  have said that journalists t rying t o  interview 
sny of Lhc signatories OP Charter 77 would be l i a b l e  t o  be 
deta%ned and expelled, 

Journa l i s t ic  arid fi lming  projects  not concerned with 
dlssldcnts are treated reasonably hePp-ful3.y.  D
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ChaDter III -1 07- 

Working C o n d i t c  (Contd) 

(viii 1 

Up to  January 1977, Czechoslovak  performance was 
adequate  and  still is in Gost cases.  Journalists  may file 
uncensored  texts  as  they wish through  local hotel/post  off ice  
facilities,  and  may  export tape and fib. Since  Charter 77 
appeared in January 1977, however,  journalists  who have seen 
dissidents have had  notes,  tapes and filas confiscated at the 
border when  leaving  Czechoslovakia.  In one case a Canadian 
correspondent had notes,  tape and filn  confiscated  at  Prague 
airport on departure by authorities who accused hl.m of seeing a 
dissident.  He  had  not and it was some days before  confiscated 
materials  were  returned  to  him  following  strong  protests  by 
the  Canadian  Government. 

No recent  cases of expulsion of  perxanently  accredited 

Some journalists (e .g.  two Dutch  journalists seeking 

journalists  have been, reported, 

contslct  in 197% with  Dubcek; two French  lady journal is ts  who 
saw Charter 77 signatories in March 1977) have entsered 
Czechoslovakia uncler cover as tctouristsii , have been discovered 
and edxpelled 

’ ‘ In  February 1977, two US and- one FRG accredited 
visiting  journalists  were  removed from trains  when  leaving 
Czechoslovak  territory  and  subjected to long interrogztlons, 
confiscation of notes  and,  in two cases, a requirement %O proceed 
t o  Austria on foot.  They had been  interviewing  Charter 77 
signatories, In Czechoslovakia  on a regular journalists  visiting 
visa, a journalist from Spanish newspaper E‘FUebZo!* was detained 
f o r  several hours  in  April 1977 f o r  trying dissident 
kflynar and  though  he  departed on aircraft  he chose, he would not 
have  been  allowed  to  stay and was all but expelled. 

PB. Have  journalists suffered o the r  “penaltiesft27 

M A T O  C O l ! J j ? I D E N T I A L  - 

-7 07- 
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Helsinki 

(xi) 

-1 08- Chmter III 

No accredited journalist has been  expelled  since 

cauerarnen  and.  technicians  accredited  with them* 

The  resident  Gernan A2D Television correspondent hnas 
had  his own calmra team f o r  SOSIE tine m. Since  Melslulki?7 U 

Once visiting  single-assignment  journalists  are 
approved f o r  visa,  they  can bring with  then  any  technical 
personnel  which  they  have  specified  as  essential in their 
original  application  for  entry. 

The Press and Infctrmation  Centre for Foreign 
Journa2,lsts at the >TA deals with accreditations,  'applications 
f o r  interviews, and other  modalities of relations  with  accredited 
and s ingle  assigned  journalists,  Interviews f o r  all ,journalists 
and  tours and progranmes for visi t ing journalists are arranged, 
(Iviany requested  interviews, -however, are  not  granted, Very.few 
interviews are possible  with  Party OF senior  Goverment 
persmalities ) 

tation  card  to journalists making  single  visits,  but there are 
no charges f o r  resident  accredited  journalists, 

The  Centre  charges a $15 fee fo r  supplying  an  accredi- 

Technical  services (film, sound  crews,  etc. ) are 
available LfjB, 

In the pas t ,  Czechoslovakia  has  consistently  tried 
to discourage publ ic  contact w i t h  Western journalists,  and has 
indulged in propaganda caqaigns against them. 
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Chavter III -3 09- 

Workin,g Conditi.Gs. f o r  Journa l i s t s  (Contd) 

i n  1977 since  the  beginning o f  Charter 77 events, All f ive  
o f  the  accredited  resident  correspondents f r o a  NATO countries 
have been warned by the  KG'A that   their   in terviews  with  diss idents  
are  considered as interference  in   internal   affairs   contrary 
t o  the  Final  Act, The Czechoslovakian press  has also d is tor ted  
the .preamble and .the  penultinate  sentence o f  . sect ion 2 of 
Basket III by saying, f o r  example, "the  Final Act says that  
dissemination o f  inforination  should  help  create good re la t ions  
between s ta tesF1 (nude P r h o  5.3.7'7) and ['The Signatories o f  
the  Final Act a c t ~ y ~ r t o o k  to  inprove  conditions f o r  
journa2ists who legit imately pursue the i r   p rofess iona l  ac-tivi-ky, 
To those who would l i k e  t o  conduct i l l e g a l   a c t i v i t y   i n  foreign 
countries, the  actually gave no uvlclertakings i n   t h e  Final Actt" 
(Rude U^_ P r h o  9.zs'7'i') This has all been par t  of a general 
canpai- blame 'Vestern media f o r  in te r fe r ing  i n  Czechoslovakiats 
in te rna l   a f fa i r s .  

There has been a pronounced  crescendo i n  th i s   ac t iv i ty  2 

(iii) Journalists* access t o  ~internationaLnews 

Resident  journalists have no trouble  receiving  wire 
services and have prac t ica l ly  none in  receiving  subscriptions 
t o  Western printed  information, 

re-entry on the basis of previous 

In  addi t ion t o  watc,hing the  generzl  reporting  habits 
and a t t i tudes  of many Western journa l i s t s  and organizations, 
the FPA aonitor:: reports  filed. by journalists  during and a f t e r  
v i s i t s  t o  Czechoslovakia, It i s  made c l ea r  t o  journa l i s t s  
t h a t  aay lack o f  t tobjectivityti   in  reporting  could  result  in 
,future refusals for re-entry, Scme exanples: one JS j o u m x l i s t  
was refused on the  grounds of an a r t i c l e  he had written on 
in t rapar ty   f r ic t ion ;  two Le Nonde journa l i s t s  were denied 
e n t r y   € o f a l l e g e d l y   h a v i n r d m t e d   c o n t e n t s  OP intervi6ws 
s e t  up f o r  them  on e a r l i e r   v i s i t s .  

. .  

II Developmen$ in Czechoslovakia since 
See Table II, 

Up t o  the end of 1976, there  had possibly been some 
s l igh5 iuprovement i n  one o r  two aspects o f  Czechoslovak 
perfomance since Kslsinki, Recent events however have 
pointed t o  a hardening  attitude by Czechoslovak autiorities i n  
their   a l ready  harsh approach t o  entry by Western joumal i s t s .  
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"110- Charher III 

WgJ-king Condit&ons for J o m l i s t s  (Contd) 

I! "Press Centre" was s e t  up i n  the Press and 
Infomation  Centre f o r  F'oreiga Journalists  during  the XV Cornmis t  
Party Congress in   Apr i l  1976, Advance tex ts  o f  speeches were 
circulated and br ief ings held, Zxceptionally a few copies of 
Western non-Cormunis-t newspapers were available,   (Please  note 
with  reference t o  IA(v)(b) of  Frintcd  Informatioa  Section.) 
But this was no great concession  since  journalists f rom s o c i a l i s t  
countries had t h e i r  own press  centre at the  Congress Hall I-tself 
two miles away. 

I t  was reported  In nid--1976 that each Goverment 
f4inistry was designating a press contact spokesnan Lo assist 
the  foreign presso These spokesmen have been of p rac t i ca l ly  
no use,  usually  being %navailabletf o r  unable t o  provide my 
infornation. 

The United S ta tes  has reported one case   i n  1976 of  a 
previously banned Journalist being  given entry permission %O 
Czechoslovakia, Two BBC journa l i s t s  had the same experience 
i n  1976, Elut i n  19'1'7, the  trenc! i s  i n  the   opps i - te   d i rec t ion .  

Since  the  beginning of  "Che "Charter 77'! protest ,  
Czechoslovakia 11z.s taken a harder   l ine Sn processing  requests 
f o r  entry. Alnost no visits are beiag  agproved, anci when 
approved, apparently only i f  the correspondent  binds hin/herself 
i n  advance to stay away fron dissidents. 

It has also strongly increaec?.  harassnent of  accredited 
foreign  journalists  seeking  information on and interviews  with 
dissidents,  It has forced  accredi ted  vis i t ing Journalists 
who have seen diss idents  - o f f  t r a ins ,  have interrogated. them and 
confiscated notes. 

III. 

See Ta33.e III, 
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-1 12- Chanter III 

Working - c ournal is jx  (Contd) 

Degree of  improvement i n  Czechoslovakian perforrmnce 
since Zelsinkii Final Act: 

lYetherlands ,, US g Demmrk 
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Chapter III 

Working Conditions for Jourrfilfsts (Contd) 
TABLE III 

. C2ECHOSLOVUIII;J JOTJRUALISTS I i J  VESTERN COUITTRIGS 

fi. . Please  update   sect ion A to mid-19779 no t ing  any changes for 
update sec f ion  B t o  mid-1977, on calendar   year  basis if 

. 0 
. t 
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Ge-neral asse- 

Lm. Please provide shor t  assessment of  Czechoslovakian 
p e r f o m a c e  on basis  of com~on esceriences of NkTO 
nissions participa-bing in prepariilg co-ordinated 
rePlY&7 
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In 3qri.l 1976, the United States Infommtion  Agency 
reported it was discussing 2.  oss sib le television. co-nroduclion 

Of 
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Co-operation& the-oz Information_ (Colztd) 

These are the  sorts o f ' a c t i v i t i e s  
authorities favour, For  exanple, they have 
a TV agreement with Portugal, 

which Czechoslovak 
recently concluded 
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Czechoslovakia claim to have a highly comaendcble 
record i n  iinportation and t rans la t ion  o f  Td'estern books, said 
t o  ir,clv.de  ['every i rapor tan t  w o ~ k ~ ~  published each year, Further 
information i s  aecessary t o  ' pera f t -  Vestern judgment on 
Czechoslovakian  performance, but it does seem noderate nuabers 
of  books are involved, which i s  considerably be t t e r  -khan t h a t  
o f  the  USSR (given popula t ion  differences) ,  and- numerically 
nuch be t t e r  than Bulgaria and Romania. 

In  i t s  June 1973 report ,  ~ l B o o k ~ ;  East and l':'estf1, 
-the European Co-operation Research Group (EUCGRG) concludes 
Ynat Czechoslovakia has not, since the ear ly  196Os, been meeting 
the high'potential. of the Czechoslovakian narket f o r  foreign 
books, t rad i t iona l ly  one o f  high qual i ty   t rans la t ions  aiid wide 
readership.  In 2372 f o r  exanple 4,000 new t i t l e s  were  published, 
OP which 350 were foreign works including 375' transactions of 
English, French agd. Geman books. As 09 1973* the  foreigp 
book narke'z was steady only i n  i t s  deaand f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  and 
medical books, Foreign  currency  shortages are also a fac tor ,  

L i t t l e  information7 ~11.e United S ta tes  r epor t s  
t ha t  some language books s r e   t r ans l a t ed  and published i n  
Czech zncl Slovak, but the  decision t o  t rans la te  i s  dependent 
O i l  sa les   po ten t ia l  and -polit ical  suitability, the latter 
being the  priuary factor ,  The m o u n t  OP raper available f o r  
p r in t ing  also has S o m  bear ing   in   tha t  publishers are a l l o t t e d  
s e t  amounts annually on which tlney nust p r i n t  both clonestic 
and foreign works. (Source: EUCORG.) EUCOEG also  notes   that  
the Czechoslovakians have been well known nany years l'or the 
qua l i ty  and quan-tity o f  t h e i r  translations, 
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. Chapter III 
CZECHOSLOVAKI& 

/144(Revised) 

;l 18- 

(iii) -L Categories  _ofWestern books . 
03.d c lass ics ,   de tec t ive   s tor ies  and technical works 

predominate,  but  nearly always. i n   l o c a l l y  produced vernacular. 
Most English  language  textbooks  cone from the  USSR, B. Furchased ,, 

from >lest?'' 
( iv )   Se lec t ion   c r i te r ia  and censorship 

Books are  generally innocuous o r  portray  unfavourable 
aspects  of  Western l i f e .  The o f f i c i a l   l i t e r a r y  agency Dil ia  
claims t o  be purchasing Flevery important workE1 apart from those 
an tagonis t ic   to   the  rbgime (Source: EUCORG) , 

f i B .  Are passages in   t ranslated  Vestern books changed 
o r  reno.\red?cf W 

(v)   Avai labi l i ty  t o  public 
There i s  no shop selling  Vestern books i n  Prague, There 

is  l in i ted   access  t o  English Section of Prague University  Library. 

No Jmerlcan books in   o r ig ina l  Language are imported 
f o r  general sa le ,  Other  Yestern books a re  a l s o  available 
predoninantly i n  Czech o r  Slovak t rans la t ions  done locally.  

(v i )  Book en l ib i t ions  
Czechoslovakia al lows book exhibit ions,   but under care- 

ful control.  France has had 3 i n  1977, and I t a ly  one. 

( v i i )  Act iv i t ies  of  IYes-tern Enbassies aqd Cultural  Centres 
The US, Prance, Italy and  Canada have book l i b r a r i e s  

l oan ing   f ac i l i t i e s  fox, loans t o  off ic ia .1   inst i tut ions and pr iva te  
individuals  . q. Success?  Proportion of loans t o  individuals?Lf 
These seems t o  ave  been a dec l ine   in  borrowings i n  "177 because- 
o f  Government intimidation  over  Charter 77. Access t o  unrestr ic ted 
apar t  Eron deterrent  of presence of  .police  guards. . .  

(viii) C-etween publishers c 

LDI 

The Czechoslovak F3reign  PUnister has t o l d  Dermark 
i n  September 1976 t h a t  Czechoslovakia  intended t o  es tab l i sh  
co-operation between publishing  houses of various CSCE countries . r 

PY IT A.,T O C 0 . N  F I D E N T I A L 
-1 18- 

 D
E

C
L

A
S

S
IF

IE
D

 -
 P

U
B

L
IC

L
Y

 D
IS

C
L

O
S

E
D

 -
 P

D
N

(2
01

2)
00

03
 -

 D
É

C
L

A
S

S
IF

IÉ
 -

 M
IS

E
 E

N
 L

E
C

T
U

R
E

 P
U

B
L

IQ
U

E



"I l g- 

The French have had some library contac-i;ss  For 
3 years, British Council has been trying t o  open English 
language sect ion  in   Brat is lava  Library,   but   has  been. f rus t ra ted  
by Czechoslovak insis tence on r ec ip roc l ty   i n  London ra ther  
than, as has been  suggested, Glasgow, 

B Developm-gnts "" since Helsi22k:l 

FB, xo inforaation7 %L. 

C. Czechosloyz@.an boo 

See Table II. 

m. More information  required, even general 
estimates,9 

Czechoslovakia fo l lows  Sovic-i; l i nes  in claiming 
tha t  Vestern  countries  are  not  inporting,  translating and 
publishing Czechos1ovakis.n w o ~ k s  on the scale "chat Western 
books are im orted and t ranslated i n  Czechoslovakia ( i i s ta t i s t ica l  
recipmci-kyrr~ . Better performance i s  demmded, However, 
EUCORG notes   that  the Czechoslovakian ,agency D i l i a  does not 
have a vigo'sous 2nd entrepreneurial  approach t o  s a l e s   i n  Western 
cow-tries. Koreover, it selec-ts writers f o r  promotion  poorly, 
taking p o l i t i c a l   a s  well as  l i terary factoors i n t o  account. 

II. 

A. F~J-LI ExChan- 

F i b  weeks have occasionally been held, one i n  
France recently nnd a B r i t i s h  one in Prague i n  ?974. FiLn 
festival  organizers o f t e 3  ask f o r  Western en t r ies ,  but 
censorship is, applied - e,g. the  British ITV entry "The Naked 
Civil  Servant WÛS bamed f-lom the  Prague 1376 festival. 

3. " C o - - c c t i o n  o f  f$J.$~s ar,d " o t h e r .  contacts 

Occasional film co-production  takes  place,  often 
as  pa r t  o f  a wider  industrial  co-operation deal desimed t o  
avoid  Czechoslov&ia  having t o  buy e.g. ICL computerso f o r  
hard currency. Such was t h e  case with the 1976 Pilr?, Ifoperation 
Da.ybrealrir abogt the assassination or" Nazi Reichsprotektor 
iieydrich ( t h i s  will not be shown i n  Czechoslovakia  because it 
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-1 20- 

Co-ooeraLioiq and Exchanges iJj, t h e  f i e l d s  of' Cultwe and 

indicates  that a. country  other than the  USSR helped  l iberate 
Czechoslovakia) . An PRG/CzechosLovak co-production "Die 
f-ladschenskrieg~l f rom a novel by the  East Geman Manfred 
Bieler will also not be shovm local ly .  

" m m )  

Czechoslovakia c la ins  t h a t  Vestern languages are  
taught on a w i d k  s c a l e   i n  Czechoslovakia. 

Russian is  compulsory f ron 9 years. One other 
language i s  usually also taught i n  secondary schools prefeï'ence 
being f o r  Gelman, English, French and I t a l i a n  in t ha t  order. 
There have been Gernail znd French TV lessons  since  Helsinki. 

m. NO informatiorJ 

Czechoslovakia adheres to the  Soviet l i n e  t h a t  Vestern 
countries must do more in the way of  ' teaching  Eastern languages, 
including Czech and Slovak? up t o  the   l eve l  of ins t ruc t ion  
achieved i n  Eastern countries. (['statistical reciprocity" . ) 

. 
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-I 23- 

' 2. A meagre samyling of W2stern non-Commmist .newsgapers, 
news magazines m d  p o l i t i c a l  and general  periodicals  (principally 
Germn b.~gusilge) m e  imported aksd only i n  a few copies. A large 
number of highly specialised scfentific/technical journals are 
i q o r - t e d  i n  a few copies, 

36 Apart from sone Coliunrx;?ist newspapers sporadically 
available for. sale,  no Western printed information is accessible 
t o  t h  general public by any means. Pr ivi leged  inst i tut icns  and 
individuals have access on a linlited basis, 

4,  There has been no inprovernent i n  GDR performance 
since the Helsinki Final Act. 
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GDR- 
m/lM(Rev i sed )  

(i) "To f ac i l i t a t e   t he  d '  
(¶ZFEZZ=eWeT 
seminars, symposiwns p suimer sck~oo~s  D congresses, e t c ,  ) 

United Kingdom reports no encouragement i s  given Br i t i sh  
special is ts   in   social   sc iences  cm humanities f i e fds  t o  give 
lectures  during  their  visits, Scientists  give  lectures,  but this, 
no doubt, i s  considered safe a d  useful, 

m. 1Pna-t i s  experience of  others?7 Ly 

See Table 3,. 
There i s  almost no dissenination of Western printed 

information in   t he  GDR. Only 8. very f e w  'Western newspapers, 
news magazines and non-specialised  periodicals  are  imported, and 
i n  extremely  limited mmbers. There are somewhat larger imports 
of Western Cormmis t  publicaticns, GDR Authorities have t o l d  one 
Ally that  they  exclude any increase  in  the numbers of t i t l e s  of 
Western newspapers t o  be allowed in. The vast bulk of printed 
information  imported from the West consists of highly specialised 
teclmj..cai Journals, Some decline in the amount of this .  matesia!!. 
has, been noted by the Federal  Republic of Gemany, 

There a re  strict cumtons contro2.s t o  prevent  individuals 
from bringing  in  certain  printed  information  according t o  apparent 
l i s t  maintained by post  off ice  of  permitted Western material. 
This seems to be dram up arbitrarily and i s  applied  rigorously 
even t o  privileged  institutiGns, 

From evidence on accessibi l i ty   (see (v) below), 
disseuination i s  res t r ic ted  $.O headquarters  locations of privileged 
ministries and ins t i tu t ions  ( f o r  non-Communist material) and 
possibly ( f o r  Cowmnist publications) t o  some sales  points,  
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Chapter I V  -1 25- 
GDR- 
m/144(Revised)  

62 normal &xmêls f o r  distribution,  payment)-. 

m. No information beyond knowledge tha t  imports can 
anZy 'oc effected. through central  import/export  office. 
Is there any evidence tha"1; GDR encourages  contracts 
between if;s agency and Western suppliers? How do 
deLaZ3-s O% existing contracts compLy with Final A c t y  

m. No infomation. Has GDR modified any laws o r  
seguZaLlons that  might be hindering  inprovements i n  
contracts ancl agreeaents, o r  -kaken any other neasures'?T 

I f  

See Table I. 

Accessibi l i ty  i s  extremely Umited t o  the  miniscule 
amounts of Kes-tesn printed  information  imported  into  the GDR, 
It i s  conftned c?&ost so le ly  t o  privileged individuals and 
institutions, and r e s t r i c t ions  on t h e i r  access are great 
(e.g, very 2i-i;tl.e material is apparently available even t o  
personnel of the lnsti-b*te of  Foreign  Relations), A number ox̂  
Communist publicztions a re  available Lo the general public on an 
occasional. basis a t  some news-stads, Highly specialised 
journals are also availabLe -to individuals   in  libraries and L 

reading rooas, bu-t never t o  general public. 

No norr-Comwist Western pr inted infomalion i s  being 
so ld  t o  tPle general public;  SOM^ Communist newspapers are 
occasionally available a t  some news-stands, Except f o r  the 

 D
E

C
L

A
S

S
IF

IE
D

 -
 P

U
B

L
IC

L
Y

 D
IS

C
L

O
S

E
D

 -
 P

D
N

(2
01

2)
00

03
 -

 D
É

C
L

A
S

S
IF

IÉ
 -

 M
IS

E
 E

N
 L

E
C

T
U

R
E

 P
U

B
L

IQ
U

E
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-1 26- Chapter IV 
GDR 
m/244(Kevised) 

LAIUP-E; O r a l e t e e r m C o - n s a  - 
ava i l ab i l i t y  02 ?;'re Herald Tribune a t  two i-ilajor hotels during 
the Leipzig Trade Fair, no other  evidence has- been found of  
sa les  t o  foreign -kot~x+isti;s (which, apar t  Prom FRG v i s i t o r s ,  
are  few) . 

n .- 

See (a) above for availzbi1i"cgr to t ou r i s t s .  There i s  
no discernible t o u r i s t  season, 

There i s  no poss ib i l i t y  f o r  the general  public t o  hold 
subsc~ lp t ions  t o  Tiestem printed informt ion . .  T h i s  is l imited t o  
privi leged  inst i tut ions and individuzls, The numbers OP these 
subscriptions a re  no-c $1-eat. 

Vestem newspepem and. geaeral  pe!ciodicals are   not  
available to t h e  general  public public UbrarieS gndomading 
rooms, ,$B. lire holdings nonetheless  E?milahle for those 
with special  access?T Special holdings are probably available 
at i n s t i t u t e s  at-tac&d t o  Ministries and the Central Committee 
of the Party. Access is ?,imited. 

High!:Tr specialized  scientific/technical jouxmals are 
held by certain- ZibrasFes f o r  use by qualifiecl individuals and 
institutions. Vnlversi-ty social   science and lmroanfties 
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N A T O .  C O N F I D E N T I A L  

Chapter I V  -1 27- 
GDR- 
m/144(Revised) 

Oral and P -Information (C& 

f acu l t i e s  on the  other hand,  even  have d i f f i cu l ty   ge t t i ng  funds 
f o r  l i t e r a r y  and o the r  journals, which goes t o  science first. 

'* 

No Western mission issues  an  information  bulletin. m. Please confirm. Anyone t r i e d ?  Are they  forbidden by 
GDR a u t h o r i t i e s y  

B. 

(i) Publication of Western mate r i a l   i n   t he  GDR press 

m. Lit t le   infornat iog7 UK has noticed no 
publication of  Br i t i sh  na t e r i a l ,  apart from selective  quotations 
t o  prove  points. 

( i i )  

p. L i t t l e   i n f o r m a t i o g  W has no l ibrary.  US Embassy 
w i l l  be  opening reference l i b ra ry  of  t i t l e s  o f  specialized books 
and a r t i c l e s   i n  near future. 

Although access t o  foreign Dissions i s  by law forbidden 
without GDR permission, it is not  normally  enforced. Access t o  
book Libraries should therefore be unrestr ic ted  apar t  from element 
of intimidation posed by presence of GïlR mili t ia at f ront   gates .  

( i i i )  Censorship o f  incominFp Iiestem?uprinted  information 

T.  Lit-Lle informat iog  There seems t o  be list of 
approved pu aicabion f o r  import. Of tinose imported,  there is  
probably random censorship, 

performance since Helsinki 

T'nere has beiaxl no improvement i n  GDR performance  since 
the HelsirrZcS, Final Ad. 
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-.l 28- Chapter IV 
GDR- 
m/144(Revised) 

The only developments have, i n  f a c t ,  been negative. 
Authorities have t o l d  orle Ally that  there would be no increase 
i n  the number of titles of Western newspapers ixaported. Germany 
no-kiced (Apï53. 1976) a decline in numbers even along the t i t l e s  
of specizl ized Journals being  imported. 
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I 

i )r 

i 
! 

! 
Exc Lus ive  ly fo r 
governmeEt o f f i c i a l s ,  
t ec imica l / sc ien t i f ic  
i n s t i t u t e s  

I 

* 
! 

' 'accorsing t o  press report/ 
apparently inaccurate, irJ? 
T i  Fimnc ial Time S . 1 
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-l 30- Chawter IV 

(Con-td ) 

Improvements i n  
Helsinki: 

t4oclerate 

L i t t l e  

NO 

TABLE II 
""m 

GDR performance i n  this f i e l d  since 
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ChaDter IV 
GDR- 
m/?44(Revised)  

T i t l e s  and numbers of  GDR pr inted infornation 
imported by Western  countries 

.. . ,  . 

Unspecified newspapers 
magazines 

and 142 Sub- 
scriptions 
(5-975 1 
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-1 32- Chapter I V  
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2. There i s  no evidence o f  what, i f  any, Western recorded 
illformation i s  being  broadcast by r ad io ,  

3, T'ne nurd&r o f  Xestern fil-rns being imported f o r  
comercial   use  ris r a the r  limited, arCi mmqr are apparently 
sllectec'? f o r  t h e i r  unfavoumble t reat ixnt  of Vrestern society. 
Filrns f o r  television  are  occasionally o f  t3.e sane  order  but are 
more often o l d  Pi14-n~ from the  GDR archives. Non-entertainment 
f i l m  are being imported ir, considerably fewer rurabers, primarily 
f o r  te levis ion,  There i s  no information on filin f e s t i v a l s  and 
private showings, d though there seem t o  be  FFclosedii showings a t  
GDR cinemas f o r  saille f i f i a s ,  
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- N -iF T O m , -  

GDR- 
'JTSg/144(Revised) 

There apgeears t o  be very liml-ted use of Vesten- 
na-i;erii!-s  otker  than films on GDR te levis ion,  Lm. There is no information on how mch the GDR 
uses -khe f a c i l i t i e s  02 Eurovision t o  
broadcrst PJesterrr news 

Sone newer T i l n s  given comaercial dis t r ibukion   in   the  
GDR, and occz.si.om1-ly broadcast on television,  appear t o  be 
selected f o r  t he i r  critical content OZ Gestern  socie%y and a r e .  
edvertised RS such, For instance, notices on iiChinatovnr* 

'and $ T o ~ ? ~ " ~ c P  wzs reviewecl as m o t h e r   e x a q l e  o f  violat ions of 
humn r igh t s  in US Tie  older films Lend t o  be more imocuoas. 
Televisiox2 sexies are o.? t he  detective and crime var ie ty ,  both of 
entertainnent value a t c t  of cer ta in  propaganda valce as a 
re f lec t ion  o f  71estarn society,  

. . .  described- i% CS evidence 09 corirzptian in l a r g e   c q i t a l i s t   c i t i e s ,  
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ive 

individuals 7 U< Ehbassy has no Tikm l ib rary ,   bu t  

Cultural, kttachc? has l e n t  f j . 3 ~ ~  on personal basis to 
one art ins t i tu t ion .  

. .  has l e n t  fi-iis to English . lmguage  circle  in  provinces.  

(iii) .&cces,s libr- 

No irCormation, but presumably sane as for access 
Eubassies generally by German citizensAT 

IOD” 

See Table ILI, 

Theye has been no improvemen-t; in GDR performance  since 
Helsinki; l i t t l e  ia13rovernen-t has  been noted by I - k a l y .  

films being shown in theatres and on te lev is ion  i n  1976. 
There has bean an increase I?o-i;ed- ir, the nuriber of US 

The ex-erience of Gemany is in te res t ing  in tha t  the 
numbers of Geman fibs being imported by -the GER have declined 
markedly fron 1-974. t o  3.975. GeGan Autl?orities do no% conclude, 
however, thac the s i t u a t i o n  caa be judged as vorse, 

po ten t ia l  con9Uc-t in medium-rangs frequencies between RIAS and 
a proposed GDR station. (See x.k(iii) above.) 

One slightly pos i t ive  sign was the resolution cf the 

e There is no spec i f ic  in fomat ion  on imports of 
fihs,  te lev is ion  and radio mterLa1 by Western 

countries. Please  provide as nxch infomat ion   as  
- Qossible Tor Table I V ,  Can cap i t a l s  help77 M 
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GDR- 
m/l44(Revised-)  

m. Please upddte t h i s  tab le  !si421 informatior 
" 

T E J ~ E V I S I O N  

1 

j loo'/$ GDR inhabitants can I Note: Alrilos'c 70:'& of  GDR 
i receive Germn radio s ta t ions  i inhabitants can  receive 

i i FRG TV s ta t ions  
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I t a l y  
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Filmed and Broadcast Information 

L- 

I 

f 73 

l 

24 

; Remainder 
I 

l 

shown 
comercially 

Remainder 
shovm 
commercially 

I 
Commercially 
only 

F- 
O 
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"l 41 - Chapter IV 

2. Journalists f m n  most countries have Sew probleas 
entering the GDR on s ingle  assigments; Izovrever, certûizl radio 
jou-malists f r o x  the Federal  Republic ors" Germny have had 
considerable dififculty, There is l i t t l e  infoxmation on the 
t reatnent  02 qq2llcations f o r  res ident  peuPmzl?emzt accreditation, 
Non-resident accsedi-batLon has recently been approve2 Tor two 
correspondents, but there is evidence of  opposition t o  
cross-accredi-ta-tion f o r  journa l i s t s  resident i n  the  Federal 
Republic anci Vest Berlin, The GDR has refused t o  Le$ Deutsche 
?!'Telle maintaLi1 a resident cosrespondent. A l 1  p z x a e n t l y  
accredited Joumalis-ix m y  have nul-biple ex i t  and enkry visas. 

.* 

3. m,. LV"O f Cerm.n con-espondents have been expelled since 
Helsinki, One was not told %'fie reason and YJas given no chance 
t o  apgly f o r  reconsideration o f  the expw.1 ion, Travel i s  a3.nos.t 
unrestr ic ted f o r  rcsi6en.t; journal is ts .  ~f&. Is -this c o r r e c t y  
Visit ing jou-malists ~mst s t ipu lz t e  travel requirements  before 
erltry and st ick -to the itinerary arranged f o r  then, though nos t  
places requested f o r  v i s i t s  are qqroved. 

4 ,  FOY visi t i i lg   journal is ts ,   access  is controlZed and very 
l i a i t ed ,  even Lo official sources. Psograra2es are not  necessarily 
established in l i n e  with acivace requests, but must be closeiy 
followed, Si tuat ion is  sonewhat b e t t e r  Tor resident Journalists 
who have grez-ker freedom or" action; for Ltzsknce as o f  July 1976, 
journalists can  contact GDR minis t r ies  Girectly ra ther  than going 
through lQA. Visiti9g Jourmlists tlrouZd also f ind it kard within 
s e t  prograrme t o  f i ad  tiae t o  attempt contact with non-official 
and privâte  sources. Gemany ?ras had some problems i n  get t ing 
approvals f o r  j o u ~ n a l i o l i c   p r o j e c t s  a;xi great d i f f i c u l t y   i n  having 
fil?? projects accepted, 
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Chapter IV 

N A T O  _ C O N F I D E N T I R L  

-142- 

5. There has been some difficul’cy excerienced in i m p o ~ t s  
of technical personnel and. equipnent by visiting American 
journalists, There a r e  no major difficulties with  despatch OP 
reports or export o f  t a p s  and- undeveloped films, c> 

5. There has been some s l igh t  irqrovement in GDR 
performance since Helsinki. In ri1id-lYï’5, the GD3 mounced  
improved aooesa En .t;i.,eo??y t o  government r!xW.stries, easier 
customs, frontier and resident condittons f o r  journalists and 
their  fanilies, beeter handling of  journaZistic projects, and 
relaxation of import regulations on of f ice  equipneat, However 
the general rests%ctj.ve attitude remains (and see above on 
expulsion of “LT‘To correspondents). 
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Chapter -7 44- 

,, Val.iciity? On the basis o f  reciproci ty? 
b i ia te ra l  agreements necessaxy?J' 

In  t21eoz-y t r ave l  appears nnres-Lricted f o r  resident 
journal is ts ,  exceg-i; for access to areas where t i e r e  are 
mi l i ta ry  installations. In  facto soae subtle -i;ec'r;riques 
(such as F~PL~:I-7.*s accocmodation in area -%S be v i s i t e d )  are used 
to limit t rzve l .  
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",l 45- Chapter I V  

Journa l i s t s   v i s i t ing  on s ingle   ass igments  must 
s t ipu la te  where they wish t o  go i n  making visa appiicsztion, 
GDR Authorities seem t o  approve v i s i t s  Lo most places  requested, 
but  they  are l i s t ed  in the  visa t o  ensure  there is  no departure 
from the fixed p r o g r m e .  Ibreover, visi-tors inust r e ly  on 
arrangements made by Panorama Services ad follow the programae 
prepared, They must hire  interpr-eter-guides, and! frequently 
cars and chauffeurs, even when correspondents are  f l u e n t   i n  
Geraan . 

m, No infomation,  However, %ravel f o r  single 
assignment visits i s  approved during vis3  appl icat ion 
procedure7 W1 

Access t o  sources i s  controlled  and-very limited, 
Visit ing journzGists place  requests f o r  interviews beforehand, 
and if their visa PS approved, they must Tely on the programne 
se t  up by Panorama Services. Some US journalists have found on 
entry that they could not see %he people they requested. 

Residerat joumlalists appear t o  have relied on the MFA i n  
making appcrintueldx, As of 1st July, 11-976,. journalists .were 
permitted t o  contact ninistries di rec t ly ,  w1thou-t gofng  through 
the MFA. I n  general,  zccess t o  off ic ia ls   goses  only moderate 
d i f f icu l ty ,  

Access t o  pr iva te  sources is extremely d i f f i c u l t  and 
virtually  impossible for v i s i t i n g  journalists who are given l i t t l e  
chance t o  stray from fixed 2rograme. Resident correspondents 
have greater  success, but even  then Geman journa l i s t s  have been 
harassed for contzcting  c?.issfd.ents and o thers  (see  a l s o  (ix) 
below), Con-;;acts are not anxious t o  be seen with newsmen. 
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Chapter I V  -1 45- 
GDR" 
m/144(Revised) 

Up. t o  June 1976 German correspondents  experienced 1 1  

increas ing   d i f f icu l t ies  in having journa l i s t ic   p ro jec ts  . '  

approved by GDR Authorities. Slnce then there has a parently 
been more rapid hanclLing o f  requests. (See II below P . 

, 

e 

Geman correspondents  experience  great  difficulty 
' . i n  get t ing permission t o  make filas f o r  television. 

(vii) 

JB. L i t t l e  infomationJ 

Although German journalists have had no najor problems, 
until recently US correspondents have :Cou& GDR'Authorities t o  be 
sensit ive  about  inporting  tape recorders (they do not l ike t o  h w e  
conversations t q e c i ) ,  In May, 1977, US reported journal is ts  no 
longer appeared t o  be having problems bringing .in eciuiprnent through 
"ce checkpoint  between West and East Berl.in,  Others noted some 
improvement in Nay 1376 in a b i l i t y  ta i q o r t   o f f i c e  machinery. 

9 

There seam t o  be no major problerns, Nany joumlslists 
vis i t ing on single asskgment prefer  -20 take ou t  reports  m d  
undeveloped film pe r soml ly  r a the r  th3,r r e ly  on transmission o r  
shipnent froiu the GD3. Those who h w e  telephone o r  te lex  reports  
have had no special d i f f i cu l t i e s .  

(ix) . .  
I 

There have been two exgulsions of foreign journal is ts  
? 

since Helsinki, both German. In  De~eaber~3-975, a S ic e l  
correspondent was expelled f o r  alleged (pgross mis.-s -+" a ements" 
concs-rning the GDR. In  Deceaberg 1'976, a First Channel 
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Chapter IV -1 48- 

Working Conditions f o r  Jou,z-lisLs (Contd) 
and whom they wm'c t o  see. They must take what Panoram offzrs, 
including  nonm2ly the hire of interpreter-guides,  and frequently 
cars and chacffers, even when correspondent i s  f luent  in German. 
The service i s  eqmmsive and  cumbersome (e.g. $300 f o r  2 day tri?) +, 4 
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ChaDter IV -1 53- 
GDR- 
m/144(Revised)  

mid-L977 lias considerably eased according t o  local Geman + 

source. LIB, Please confinnJ For ins-i;r;nce, two new TV 
journalis-Ls will replace the  one TV correspondent expelled i n  
Decemberp 1976. i 
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t 

T o t a l  journalists 1 (L)++ l 1 1 
accredited i 

i ! 
1 (l)* I 9 3 

No. resident journalists D i  i o i  i 

I 
l 

O 

I 
I 

No. resident cameramen/ 
techs 

I 

1 

C 

! 1\10. holding multi exit /  
entry visas 

"- 

B. - F r o m 1 ( 1 ? _ I L " L o d s  
Visas for total. 
accredited 
journalists OO....ub.b... 

O I 
i 
j_ 

l i 

I 
i O \  O 3 

Visas for single 
assigrnent 

i 
I 

* 
î Visas refused 

i 

I 

I O 

O 

O { O  
! 
! 

! 
c i o  

t 
i 
i 
i 

i 
i I 
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Chapter IV 
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N A T O  C O E F I D E N T I A L  

-1 63- Chapter V 
I. 

I. a l  and gublished 
. .  

A .  

(i) , IFTo îacil i$a%e,  the  dissepination o î  oral information.. .U 
( T Z F E i F Z G ~ ~ u e e t i n g s 9  
seminars,  sjmposia, sumaer school,  congresses, e t c  ) 

4 

See Tabla I. 

There i s  very lit-tle d,Sssenination or^ Xestern printed 
information i n  Hungary. A reasonable  but not extensive cross 
section o f  Western non-Cormunist newspapers and news magazines 
are imported,  but in   l imi ted   quant i t ies ,  Some Western Communist 
publications  enter ,i-Iungary bu t  the amounts are. not s t r ik ing ,  A 
Hungarian with hard currency can imporic non-political and 
specialized  periodicals and some are ki~oxrfl . t o  do so.. 

[fJB. billat and whwe a r e  the guid-elines wh.ich 
determine what printed  information shall be 
imported?J 

From evidence  available on access ib i l i ty  ' (see ( -a) below) 
t e r r i t a r i a l   d i s sen ina t i sn  of '#estern  .printed  information i s  
limited t o  Budapest axel Bulaton f o r  newspaprs, news nagazines 

tou r i s t   s a l e s ,  official use) and some o?hein main centres 
l i b ra r i e s   and ' in s t i zu t ions ) ,  "here i s  no evidence o f  non- 

p?,itic.al o r  scientific  publications  being on public sale 
e.g. i n  k iosks ,  specialized magazine shops, 
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M A ~ T - O  C P N F I D E N T I A - L  

ChaDter V -I 64- 
IIüIiGARY m m (  Revised) 

normal ,chaGnels- for dis t r ibu t ion ,  payment) 

The Hungarian impor-L agency i s  KULTUlU., which seems 
t o  be an  active and qui te   eff ic ient   organizat ion.  No 
change since  Helsinki 

L'. Is there  any evidence that  Hungary encotlrages 
contracts be-hreen KULTIW and Western suppliers? How 
do the   de ta i l s  o f  exis t ing  contracts  comply with 
.Final kc-t?J 

Hungary has not  modified any laws or regulations  that  
might  hinder o r  improve contracts a d  agreements, OP' 
taken other measures. Hungary honours contracts. @B. Is 
it interpret ing existing contracts i n  a r e s t r i c t i v e  o r  
posi t ive wzy?J 

See Table I. 

Accessibil i ty t o  t h e  modest  amounts of  'tiestern  printed 
information  permitted  into Hur-gary i s  very  limited. Non-Communist 

' . Ysstern newspapers 2nd news magazines.  are.  not s o l d  t o  the  general 
public 'out are available i n  limited. numbers to tourists. Only 
privileged  individuals and ins t i t u t ions  see them regularly. k 
few Western Communist yublications  are  sonetimss on sale  publicly;  
non-political and technical  publications  are  accessible by 
subscription and through l ibrar ies   (access  i s  controlled),  but c 

no-t by public sale. 

C O N F I D E N T I A L  
-1 64- 
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-1 65- Chapter V 
I"Ni%.RY 

(Revised) 

There are no T6riesterli non-Communist newspapers or news 
magzzines on general s a l e  'CO the public, bu t  they can be purchased 
in limited mmbers a t   l a r g e r  h o t e l s  ip1 Budapest and aalaton, 
frequented la rge ly  by foreigners. A small zL?mort newstand I 

recently began cai-rying s o m  Yestern  per iodicds including 
Newsweek and - Stern (West Germmy) e 

Bri t i sh  and Italian Communist publications  have  been 
seen on 'scile t o  the '  germltml publ ic ,  There i s  no,' evidence tha t  
neil i.&sues o f  non-political, general o r  specialized  periodicals 
w e  on sale t o  the j$,iblic but some second-had copies of 
publications evidently on subscription  (see  (c) below) can be 
bought a t  cer ta in  bookshops, 

l a r  
. , . . . . ., 

In  theory a Hurmgarfsn wi-th hard currency cam' subscribe 
t o  any foreign journal he wishes, In prac t ice  
individual  subscriptions t o  %es tam non-Communist 
netirs3apers and news magazines appear to be inpossible. 
They are h16 by i n s t i t u t i o n s  and seen by privileged 
individ??.als only, Subscriptions t o  ses te rn  
Comnnunist publications 81-63 possible, 
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" 
-LILUI U1 sela 

t 

Lm Lack o f  information  generally on l i b ra r i e s ,  on 
t i t l e s  a.vaSlzble and on accessibil i ty t o  general 
publiG7 

The US Zmbassy has been ?emitted t o  disseminate 
information  to a wider audience sialce HelsinI<i, and 
since June l976 ha6 been d is t r ibu t ing  6,000 copies of  
i t s  USA raagazlne. However there  has Seen 20 r e a l  change 
i n  the policy that  Kestern  i issions msy not publicize 
t h e i r   a c t i v i t i e s  t o  the general -public. UT< sees little 
or no progress, 

Publication 4L- 2f >Jes-kern&erial i n  m a r i 3 . n  press 

A grea t  deal of Western material is published, 
especial ly  material which i s  se l f -c r i t i ca l  o r  t r i v i a l  
o r  otherwise suited f o r  propaganda purposes. 

Access t o  Bri t ish Council  reading rooms a t  the Br i t i sh  
Embassy is controlled; pol ice  have sometimes asked 
questions of vis i tors ,  I n s t i t u t s  Fr3.ngsi.s and 
Alliance Française both have libraries receiving 4 

Western periodical l i t e r a tu re .  MaterML avai lable  is 
of general i n t e r e s t  and n o t   p o l i t i c a l :   i n  c w e  of 
Brit ish Council Library, books and pwiodica ls  er2 
under-used coIxpared t.?i-kh po-ken-kicl English-speaking 
readership c 
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-1 68- 

TABLJ!: I 

Dissemina-tioi and' accessibilityr o f  Western grinted information' in', H- . .  

7, 
u i  k 

i 

Chapter V 

n ted  Information (Contd) 

e European Co-operative 
information is the best 

Cl 

, .  -1 68- 
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-1 69- Chapter V 
HUNGARY 
m m F ( R e v i s e d )  

Oral &d Printed  Information  Gontd) 
c 

.-.- 

T ! 

.~ 

COMMENTS LIC SALE 1 AVILILmILITY TITLES 
1 

i , .  

Bulk 1 Subscriptions Genera 1 shipments i 1 publi  
The Times 
The Guardian 
Financial Times 

UM f igures  are for May 1977 
and come from publishers / ’  
d i s t r ibu to r s  . . 

I 
6 

Daily  Telegraph 
Daily Express l li 
The Observer 
The  Economis’c 
,?Jer,s Statesman 
Morning Star ( CP) 

(1) Hungarian f igures  - US 

) not   a i rpor t   sa les  
believes  reasonably  accurate 

Herald Tribune 
Time 

5 4 5 ( 2 )  
300-350 ( J- 

Some 
Sone 
Some 
Soïfle 

6,000 d is t r ibu ted  
l 

including  a i rport   sa les  
(2) Source: Newsweek April ’76 

Spor ts   I l lus t ra ted  
Ladies’ Home Jamna1 
Sc ien t i f i c  America 
Hational Geographic 
USA (Embassy 
dis t r ibu t ion)  

+ ! 
m Y 

? 

COWNTS : 

-1 69- 
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-I 70- Chanter V 
HUlfilllfiY 

(Revised) 

. . . .. .. . 

IinprovemeAts in HaagariSn p e r f o r m - c e  in this f i e l d  
since Helsinki: 

I%uc h 

Moderate 
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Chaptez. V "171- 

T A X E .  III 

Demmrk Un!moam 

Norway I Unspecified  newspapers 
and magazines 

22 subscriptions 
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-1 72- Chai3 ter V 
HUNGRRY 
-(Revised) 

1, 3mgari.m :?erformance i n  t h e   f i e l d  of filrxled and 
broadcast inforaation I s  somewhat less than r e s t r i c t ive ,  and 
ranks with Poland and Romania as  the lec?.s-t r e s t r i c t i v e  o f  the 
Warsew Fact  countrieso 

2, A l i t t l e  Western recorded information i s  being 
broadcast and. I-IuYlgarSa.ns can receive  domestic radio and te le-  
vis ion tra.nsmissions from Austria. 

3. A. considerable number o f  Xestern films are  imported 
f o r  colnmercial and television use, with television  screenings 
somewhat grea te ro  20 t o  40% of comercia1 showings are o f  
West.ern fil.ms, only soue of which are  seZected- 2'0% t he i r  
negative portrayal  of  Western soc ie ty ,  Priva-te showings by 
Embassies and loans from Ernbassy film l i b r a r i e s  occur i n  
limited nmbers, Filn f e s t i v a l s  are held from time t o  time. 

4,  In  addition t o  the number of films ahoval On t6Le- 
vision Hungary a l so  broadcasts  considerable Wes'tey'zk te levis ion 
material. 

There is  no Jamming OP Xestern radio broadcaslx by I= 

Hungary e 

79 There has been  moderate  iqxoveraen-t i n  Hungarian 
performance since Helsinki. Ttvo l ive  debates between Eastern 
and $i"estei-n nuedia representatives on FnternEtiOnal,  issues were 
te lev ized   in  1975 and this series has continued i n  1977* 
Interviews of western po l i t i c i ans  and. various  other  programes 
containing ?!;estssn p o l i t i c a l  material also a t t e s t  t o  Hungary* s 
comparatively open a t t i tude  -to information exchange e 
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-1 73- Chapter V 

F i l m d .  and Broadcast- InTormation  (Contd) 
"Y."- 

*roadcast 

Radio - 

Filras 

See Tables 1 and II 

A large nuaber of Zestern musical recordings and sone 
o'ci?er Xdestzm recorded inforaation i s  being  broadcast. 
The US has had some success in placing American music 
with radio s ta t ions ,  Hvngari.3.n Radio has an act ive 
Programme .&chmge  Depar-hent vhich ( e spec ia l ly   i n  
music) has a constant exchange with most najor 
;jestern liadio S ta t icns  (e .g,  BBC, Westdeutscher 
Rund-f~mZr). Austrian  domestic  radio  transmissions can 
be received- and have a large audience. 

" 

Hungary inports a considerable nuaber o f  'liestern 
"ea-hxm films from a broad range of  countries f o r  
shewing commercially andl. on television. Screenings on 
television are s l i g h t l y  more nwerous., A t  any one 
t i ne  Zes tem filas n z y  xake up from 20 to 40:; of films 
i n  cinemas. They include Italian or krilerican recent 
releases m d  a broad cross-section OS n.iateriel, 

Movies Tron West a re  extremely popular and there h.ave 
been comglaints  that Committee f o r  Film Imports has not 
inported the films public would l.ike -Lo see. Director 
of Committee ssid m 3scl March, 1977 tha t  30>2 o f  uovies 
shorn in Eungary were Prom ';:est. 

L i t t l e  i s  krrow-n about non-feature film imports; some 
are  s h o m  on te levis ion.  Fmn limited informt ion ,  it 
appears y i v a t e  showings by Western Eabassies and film 
on loon  are possible,  but n o t  great ic nuaber. Film 
fest ivals  are held from time to time. [RB ., Access?J 
All f i lms  selected nust be zg2rovc.d in advance of 
showing by Hu.ngi;arian authorities 
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Chap t e r  V 

other Apart from Large inports o f  Western films, rnalny Por q' 

tele- te levis ion,  Xmgary uses considerable  other Western 
vision t e lev is ion  material (US, W, I t a l i a n ,  German) 
mater ia l   par t icular ly   science/mture docuunentaries. Eurovision/ 

Intervis ion  services  are used da i ly-  * 

Especial ly   interest ing has been Hungsrim  television 
. programing o f  current events .issues,  including  debates 

between &stern and Ves'cern media representatives alzd 
objective  interviews of Western pol i t ic ians .  (See II 

' . belov. ) 

As 2. f r o n t  runner propagandist f o r  Warsaw Pact 
countries on Basket III issues, Hungary is vocal in its 
advocacy of the  Eastern  l ine on the need for 

countries i n  imports 09 films etc.  

.. . 

. .  
. .  *!sfa t i s t ica l   rec iproc i ty"  be'l;!:aen Eaatern and Western 

. . .  . 

(ii) !). . the v ~ j - o u s ~ s  of&fe i n  t h e i r  
corn rLeS. D O 

Hungary se l ec t s  some films for importation which tend 
t o  d.isplay  Western society i n  a negative way, bu t  a 
good number are innocucus. Al1 films a t  ï e a s t  
correspond t o  the  general I-Iuingarian p o l i t i c a l   l i n e ,  
In  radio interview 3rd March, 197'7 13wga.rian  Film 
Ia?por'c directorr  admitted that  demand f o r  entertainment 
value resuLts in  emphasis on crime OP comedy i n  
Vestern  inrports and that politically or  a r t i s t i c a l l y  
dubious films ars   re jected,  

Hungary 'does not jam any- Western foreign broadca.sts. 
ks  a leading  propagandist among V'arsaw Pact  countries 
on Basket 911 issues, Hungary has been an  adherent -to 
the Eastern line th% Wes.tern radio s ta t ions  must meet 
':the i n t e r e s t s  of  mutual  understanding anong peoples;' 
and must not  i n t e r f e r e  i n  the in te rns1  affairs of 
o taer  s t a t e s ,  It has not, however, been as secs i t ive  
on t h i s  point  a s  nany other Karsaw Pact  countries, 

I. 
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-175- Chapter V 

(ii) 

The UEI has a f i l m  l i b r a r y  and t i t l e s  are borrowed 
rzgular:!y, Feature films a r e  shown i n  tne Embassy ha l l  
and w e  well a-ktend-ed, 

The US has a f i l m  l ib rary ,  US film shows are   possible  
f o r  sgec ia l ly   iwi ted   gues ts ;  no public announcement 
is permi-bted. US notes tI2a-t "offiarLdf* placement of US 
films, television and rad io  naterials i s  modest but 
imgroving. Some censorship on " a l l  o r  nothingr9  basiso 

Germany r epor t s  i t s  docwen-kry f i l r m  w e  a lso  censorad 
beeore  public s'howing. permi-i;%ed, 

Netherlands had a film library until end of 1976 but 
has now discontinued operations.  

&YB. Other Ercbassies? ?$%at proportion fila borrowers 
are private  persons?.  

7 libraries .Qu 

Amcess unres t r ic ted   in   p r inc ip le .  No special  problems 
i n  prs.ctice. 
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Chapter V -1 76- 

There has been  moderate  irqrovement i n  the already good 
Hungaria2 perforaance since Helsinki. This i s  9rincipall.y  the # 

r e s u l t  of sone  enligb-Lened te lev is ion  prograrming, 

In 1976, Hungarian televisiorz  organized two l i v e  
deb&-tes between Sastern and Vestern media representatives 
covering  international  subjec-ts such as CSCZ:, detente and arms 
red-uc-tions. The select ion O% particips-ats was f&ir and eech was 
given e q u d  time, This s e r i e s  has continued- i n  1977, 

@B. ~11ere i s  l i t t l e   spec iSc   In fo rma t ion  on i q o r t s  
of Mtrizgarian films, te lev is ion  and radio  material by 
nestern  .couatriesO Please provide as much information 
as possible f o r  Table IV, Xucb of this w i l l  have t o  
be done by cqDi-kals. This i s  especially  important 
i n  view .of Hungaryts advanced propaganda posit ion 0x1 
~;as!::e-~ III issues  J' 
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N A T O  C O N F I D E PJ,T&,A L 

"- 

Chazlter V 

if possible 

i t i 

!F j- l m  Embassy iCorhments 
I 

I i !No. info.  
i i 1 jon numbers 

I -  personsldiscont, - in 
i jlate 1S76 
l ! 

IS) 
1 

1 
i 
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Chapter V 

About 5% of G e r m a n  
language programming 

t a   ava i lab le  

Some American 

r \ J A T O  C O N F I I D E N T I A L  
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-1 79- Chapter V 

_ _  . . 

Vor s e 
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-1 80- 
Chapter V 
HUNGARY m( Revised) 

."." .._- 

radio s t a t ions  

US8 SOC18 

Some f o r  BBC 1 
i L- . .  

I 
i 
i 
t 
S .  

t 
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-l 81 Chapter V 
Em-ëmY 
-(Revised) 
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-1 82- 

vi sa s 
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Chapter V -1 83- 

There is com$lte-ke Treedorn o f  t ravel  for foreigr? 
jousnaI.ists, bo-tk visiting and. resident, in Hungary, 

-1 83- 
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-1 84- Chapter v 

There zre  few problems i n  importing technical 
equipment al-though bureaucratic customs proced-ures 
delay mat-bers. Gemany hns had no problems with its 
TV t e a s ,  
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N A T O  C O N F I D E N T I A L  
" 

Charter V -1 85- 

(viii) 

Foreign correspondents 8re able to transmit Weir  
material abroad ubindered. No y-obl-ems encountered 
in sending out taqes and undeveloped f i lm .  

The Press Department of the  WA 3s the central  
contact f o r  resident j ou rna l i s t s  anci co-ordinating 
agemy for visi-i;i.ng ;owoakists. It controls access 
to off ic ia l  sources. These services are free, 
f im. Qualib-? Co-operativonessg 
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-1 86- Chapter V 

Journa l i s t s  who Imite  ~mcornplinentax-y o r  c r i t i c a l  
r epor t s  on the basis of one v i s i t  alle sometimes 
refused re-entry visas. While overall ntmbers o f  
su-cl1 re fusa ls  have no% increzsed o r  d-eclineci since 
Helsinki, Germany has had, since Au-tuan 1975, 2 cases 
of  reZusa.2.s t o  Jotlmalists who had previously v is i ted  
Eiungzry over aany years, No reason v m s  given and 
it was only af ter  some months o f  diplormtic ac t iv i ty  
tha t  the two  were re-a&Atted? t o  Hungaryp 

,@B. Please conf.i_rm i f  c r i t i c a l  repor-Ling is the 
l i ke ly  cause ;7 

PI. D e v e l o p m e a l & .  

iielsinlci . There is  no change i n  Hungarian  performance  since 
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Chapter V -1 87- 

Working Conditions. %-Or Journa l i s t s  (Con* 

III e la'estern performance - 

See Table 113. &B. Allied capi ta l s  c m  probably assistk;l 

With reTerence to Z.B(iv)  above, Germany repor t s  
t h a t  it has recently had to refuse an entry visa for security 
reasons t o  a senior o f f i c i a l  of  the  ilungarian  Journalists 
Association (MJOSZ), which could have negative repercussions. 
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- 1 88- Chanter V 

Î o r  Journa l i s t s  (Contd) 

l 

I t a l y  1 Netherlands - 1 
l 
I l A. In  mid-l977 

Total Journalists  Accredited’ 3 ,: 

(L’Unita 
ANSA, Vie 
Nuove 

O O O 

O 

O 

O 

O 

O 

G 

3 No. Resident Journalists 

No. Resident Caneramen/Teehs . 
KO . HoMing NuI.ti-Exit/Entry 
Visas 
B ,  Fro O mid-197’( 

Visas f o r  Accredited 
Journa l i s t s  
Visas f o r  Single-Assigment 

l O 3 ! 
l 

i 
T 

I 
I 

12 (‘75- 
mid-76 I 

O 

i 

Visas  refused 

O G 

l 
1 
i 

.,d 

-1 88- 
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since 
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-191- Chmter V 
r n 6 A K Y  
-(Revised) 

W Gs;erg3. ag m . .  

T ~n general, Hungary seeks ’io pmno-ke co-operation in 
Vie infornation Sfeld. if the result is -bo ensure more a t ten t ion  
in the West t o  the official Hungarian rdgi~nes view o f  the 
country. Proposals f o r  b i l a t e r a l  agreemnts i n  t h i s  . f i e l d .  have 
been geared towards ‘cllis end, Very little has been done so far. 

m. Please, if necessary, pl-Ovide ally further 
elaboration on basis of co-ordinated views o f  par t ic ipa t ing  
MATO ErnhassiesA7 
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C O N F I D E N T I A L  

ChaDter V -1 92- 

There i s  a regular exchange o f  rad io  progrmaes 
between 13mga.s~ and Western countries, and some co-productions 
have been a r r a g e d .  During Sumner of 1975, the  filnst te levis ion 
co-production px-ogrm-e bekveen Eungary and the  United  States 
Information Agency was hroadcast. 

There has also been a. one-time exchange of  non- 
po l i t i ca l  programes bebveen the BBC and the Fungarian 
Broadcasting  Organization,  each  se-svice  devoting an evening 
t o  the  products of  the  other.  

In i t s  bi la teral   proposals  t o  a nuqber o f  Western 
comtx-ies, IIungary has suggested the renewal ( o r  i n i t i a l  
conclusion) o f  co-operative  agreements between radio and 
'c2levision organizations.  Organiza-tions  ape also t o  keep  each 
other  informed o f  broac?.casts OF ma%erLaI from the  other  party. 

The two FIuagarian TV discussion programaes with 
Wcskeern and Eas'cern par t ic ipants  (see section on Filmed and 
Broadcast  Information) seem t o  have bee11 arranged  without the 
assisttlnce o f  ?!e,s-i;ern networks. 

 D
E

C
L

A
S

S
IF

IE
D

 -
 P

U
B

L
IC

L
Y

 D
IS

C
L

O
S

E
D

 -
 P

D
N

(2
01

2)
00

03
 -

 D
É

C
L

A
S

S
IF

IÉ
 -

 M
IS

E
 E

N
 L

E
C

T
U

R
E

 P
U

B
L

IQ
U

E



N A - T O  C O N F I D E N T I A L  ." 

Chapter V -1 93- 

Co-operation in the Fie ld .  "- of InformG0.n (Con,-td) 

years successfully co-opemted with the Hungarian Jou rna l i s t s  3 
Association (MUOSZ) in journalistsf exchanges, The Hungarians 
have recen-tly shown interest in extending this exchange 
programrne to t'ne - b o  Geman Journalistst  Associations, DJV and 
Dm, but these has been some dclay caused by the refusal of a 
visa, on security  grounds, t o  an offici81 of NUOS2 i n  1977. 

In the FRG, the Wiedrick-Ebert Fov;ldation has f o r  

X 0  

f 
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-l 94- Chapter  V 

(i) General. agszsr@nt 

See Table I, 

m, Xore informatign  required even i n  t h e  way 
o f  general estimatezf 

F1unga-y takes  an advance propc.ganda posit ion among 
?;jarsaw Pact  countries  in  claiming a highly commendable rccorc?. 
in  importation and t rans la t ion  o f  Westesn books in comparison 
with Yestern  publication of  Hungarian books. 

Although fur ther   infomation is necessary 'Co permit 
Western judgement, Hungary 9e6ms to be importing only l i n i t ed  
numbers of f o r e i g n   t i t l e s   d i r e c t l y  f o r  sale i n  or iginal  
languages, The or iginal  language t i t l e s  available include  such 
wri ters  as G r a h a m  Greene, E.N. Fors-ter, Arthur Ransom, 
P.G, Wodehouse, Saul Bellow, Leon U r i s ,  e-kc, GD2 publications 
of Gernan l i t e r a t u r e  are  cheap and very   popula~  w i t h  the 
Hungarian e l i t e ,  whereas FRG publications are very  expensive 
in   cont ras t  though they are available I"OY sale i n  some Eudapes-L 
book shops . . .  

In   contrast ,  howevar, i t s  'I;rasl_ation and publication 
o f  apparently l a r ze  numbers ofr?:?estern books pyobably rlakes 
Eungarian performance-about th2 bes t  of  all Warsaw Pact 
countries. 

For example, according t o  the June 1973 report o f  the 
European Co-operation  Research Group, 3,000 f o r e i g n   t i t l e s  were 
being t r a s l a t e d  and published  annually with a r is ing  t rend.  
Unlike most Eastern  countries, comme.rcial exchange and sa les  
are pursued with vigour and efficiency by Kul.%ra, the  Hungarian 
agency, The development o f  l i t e r a r y  cu l ture  i s  given  high 
p r io r i ty  
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Chapter V -1 95- 

ges in the.  Fields. o f  Cubture and Education 

Although foreign currmcy shortages may place some 
l imi ta t ions  on imports o f  books i n   o r i g i n a l  language, EUCORG 
contends  the  publishing industry is  generally  given  carte  blanche 
for purchasing  printing Ti hts and 9 o ~  t rans la t ing  and publishing 
foreign WOLA~S (subjsct  t o  7 i v )  below). 

(ii) -1ication o f  

m. L i t t l e  i n f o r m t i o n ,  Ad.di+vional descriptive 
material would be helpful7 Y 

In conparison w i t h  other Warsaw Pact countries, 
Hungary translates large numbers o f  fo re ign  books. 

a number of Western cotmtries,  Hungary has suggested that:  
A s  part  of i t s  b i l a t e r a l  implementation proposals t o  

l. competent au thor i t ies  of  each country advise  each 
o the r  annually of what works a re  recommended f o r  
t rans la t ion  and pubLication i n  the  other  corn-try, 
what wolllts o f  the  other  country have  been t ranslated 
and published, and -the number of copies; 

2, au thor i t ies  inforrn each other OP the  extent of 
governmental  support  accorded "CO increase the 
a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  translated and pu3lished works 
o f  the other country. 

(iii) -ern books 

A broad clloss-section of books a re  available  except 
f o r  those o f  coi?'tt.nt contrary t o  r6gimets views. 

( iv)   Select ion c r i t z r i a  and uliry-. censorship 

Rooks f o r  sale  direc'cly, o r  t ranslated i n  Kungarinul, 
a m  selected f o r  the i r   acceptab i l i ty  t o  t he  regime. Trivia ,  
and books cr i t ical .  of the l iest ,  are favoured- although some 
ser ious   po l i t i ca l  essays do zppear (e.g. essay by E.N. Forster 
on democracy) e 

Censorship? e.g. Are passa es i n  t ranslated 
b%kern books changed o r  removed8 

-1 95- 
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Chapter V 

-(Revised) 
HUNGARY 

Co-O e .and Education 
"(TEEg 

(v) t o  publ_ic 

RUCORG also claims that readers may order Yestern . 

books through tnese bookshops providxd t i t l e s  do not  appear on 
the posc r ibed  1-ist, (In this case, t h e  cus%omei* i s  t o l d  thc  
t i - t l e  i s  " d i f f i c u l t  t o  obtain!'. The cent ra l  agency Kultura 
will obtain books direc-tly from Western  publishers.  Prices for 
foreign books .we high compared with Hmgarim.  rintcd works. 
Penguin  paperbacks c o s t  over 90 Forin-i;s zpiece ~ $ 2 . 2 0 ) , .  

i n   pub l i c   l i b ra r i e s .  DB. Restricted access?L;t* @3. Translated  versions of Vestern works: Ey sale?  order? 
l n   l i b r a r i e s 2 7  

Foreign books a r e  a l s o  available  in  original.  language 

( v i )  Book exhibit ions 
" 

&B, Little  information,  Others?7 Hungary has 
refused Germany t o  proceed with book exhibiyion f o r  Autumn of  
7977, allegedly f o r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  of space and clate, 

(vi i )   Ac-t ivi t ies  of Western  Embassies 

The Bri t ish and US Embassies, French and I t a l i a n  
Inst i tut ions  maintain  l ibrar ies  with reading rooms t o  which the 
public  has  access, ?l?ith reference t o  -the Bri t ish l i b ra ry ,  

-EUCORG notes that  police have  asked.  ques-Lions o f  v i s i t o r s .  
Apart from deterrence of presence of police  guards,  access i s  
unrestricted t o  Yestern  missions. Them is no Geman l i b r a r y  
OT reading room elzvisaged- f o r  foreseeable future.  

Con'iacts  be-hwen nubXishers, writers, 1 i . r a r i e s  

As p a r t  o f  i t s  b i l a t e ra l  implementation  proposals t o  
a number of  $&stern countries,  Hungary has suggested t l ~ a t  
writers '   associations be i n  con-tact and. a.gree on co-operation 
t o  fur ther   the  t ranslat ion and publication o f  each o t h e r ' s  
bcoks Q 

US Library o f  Congress and other US l ib rar ies  have a 
f a . i r l y  extensive  prograrme of exchanges with Hungarian l ibrar ies  . 

m '  N A T O  C O N F T D E N T I ' A L  
-1 96- 
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Chmter V "l 97- 

Co-operation ?nd _Excha-in the  Fields o f  Culture and Education 
n o n t d  1 

B e Developments since  Helsinki 

No change, apar t  from Elungari,w proposals  noted above * 
(designed. t o  s w u r e  more place for Hungarian works i n  t?2e West) . 

C, -rian books in Vestern coun-bries 

See Teble II. 

LTB. More information even general 
cstimates, This must corne, fsorn 

.Hungary i s  a propaganda leades in fo l lowing  the  Soviet 
l i n e  tha t  Yestern countries are  not  importing,  translating and 
publishing Hungarian works on the sane scale  as Western bcloks 
are  being published i n  H m  ary. Better peTformance i s  demanded 
( t îs ta t is t ical   reciproci ty!!  Y and support i s  requestad from 
Western countries i n  d.isseminating .Hungarian works whatever 
their  popuLarity with Western  public. 

I n  i t s  report ,  
Kultura  takes a vigorous 
books, 

EUCORG notes   tha t  the Hungarian  agency 
approach t o  sales and axchanges of 

II, Films 
__?x__ 

R, Filn  exchanEs . .  and f e s t i v a l s  

m. Litt le  information7 

Germany reports  no known regular film exchange i s  

. . .  
S 

taking  place  be-been Hungary m d  Western  com"r;ies. 

Ln 7976 and q977, Canada and Nolrway respectively 
held film f e s t i v a l s  a t  which feature films were shorn.  Greece 
has also held a fes t iva l .  p. ?Ckten?7 There has not   yet  been d 

a G e m m  f3An f e s t i v a l  in .u.ngar;r,  bu? Euagarians have 
participa-ked in fqs t iva l s  in Gemany, , There are  apparently 
many special ized  fes t ivals   held by Hungary at which ?Jestern d 

films 810 shown, 

B. films snt? other  contacts . .. 

Hungary has a number of  co-productions  with Western 

I D B N T I A L  - 97- 
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- 1 98- Chapter V 

' the Fields of C u L k  .and Education "V 

 D
E

C
L

A
S

S
IF

IE
D

 -
 P

U
B

L
IC

L
Y

 D
IS

C
L

O
S

E
D

 -
 P

D
N

(2
01

2)
00

03
 -

 D
É

C
L

A
S

S
IF

IÉ
 -

 M
IS

E
 E

N
 L

E
C

T
U

R
E

 P
U

B
L

IQ
U

E



N A T O  C O N F I D E N T I A L  
. .  .. . . . . . . . . . . .  .-... 

~ , .  - . I ,  . ~, . . . . . .  . . . . . .  . . . . .  

Chmter V -1 99- 

i t u re  and &dycation (Con-td) 

f possibleJ  

I . . . . . .  

I u I w I . y  

.Educ c. Other .[ No, Copies j Fio%ion Irasies 
bestric e 

pen 
1 
l i 

T-- 

”! 

I 

- 

6% Denmark 
Germany 
Greece 

No in fo .  available 
1 writes, 2 poets 
(before Eelsinki) 

l6 17t t72 *7=1 I t a ly  

2 books seen in 
second hend shops 
No i n f o  available 

Netherlands 

Norway l 

United 
S ta tes  

Foreign language book- 
shops have reasonable 
se lec t ion  o f  c l a s s i c s  
and aodern paperbacks 
Availa’ble but  very 
f3:@C3el?,SIVc 

. “2 

l 
Uaited 
Kingdom 

. 
r 

-1 99- 
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I N A T G  C O N F  I D E N T I A L  .- 

-200- ChaDter V 
MJNkARY 
-(Revised) 

n (Contd) Co-operation and Exchmes  in the Fie lds  of Cul-turt. and  Educzti 
TABLE 

Rumber of Hungarian books ava 
Note : All figure m. Please update this %able with estilnates t o  mid-1977, ente 

t 

II 
lable in  Western countr& 

ing  figures  on  calendar year basis if possihle.7 Y 

are  estimates 

T r lyanslations 1 Categor Availability 
(translations only) I ? 

Comments I 
I 

es books( Si) Total 
Titles 
Available l Country e 

T Tit les  

W *  t- Germany 
I I 

Nc info available 
ICaly 

Norway 
United 
Kingdom 

No info available 
US Library of 

Congress figures 
for English 
translations of 

received i t Hunghirim books 

United 
States 

principally done 
US and W) : I I 1974-43 
1973-41 

1975-16 t 

-200- N A T O  C O N F I D E N T 1 A . L  
l 

, 

 D
E

C
L

A
S

S
IF

IE
D

 -
 P

U
B

L
IC

L
Y

 D
IS

C
L

O
S

E
D

 -
 P

D
N

(2
01

2)
00

03
 -

 D
É

C
L

A
S

S
IF

IÉ
 -

 M
IS

E
 E

N
 L

E
C

T
U

R
E

 P
U

B
L

IQ
U

E



-201 - Chagter V I  

1. Poland is the  most relaxed Eastern country i n  i t s  
approach t o  the  dissemication of am3 the  accessibixity t o  Western 
printed  information on its t e r r i t o r y ,  though it i s  still 
r e s t r i c t i v e  by Western standards, 

and news magazines is imported, but only i:? enough  numbers for 
limited tourfst sales ,  rnodest d i s t r ibu t ion  t o  internat ional  press 
and book clubs ( t o  Fihich Ynere is--'Eree public access) some very 
limited  general sales, and f o r  o f f i c i a l  use. A few Vestern 
Comnunis-l; puSlizations zre imported and have been saen on sale. 
Nsa-polit ical/gener~1  (especially fashion) and s c i e n t i f i c  
publications some i n  l a rge  numbers, .we imported f o r  reading 
rooms and. more e:ttenr;ive general sales ,  Sone enter through 
icdividusl  subscription vhLc5 is Linited by %he subscribers t 
a b i l i t y  t o  p3.y i n  Poreiga curl-ency and some pe;:-haps by official 
insti-butions, 

2. A wide cross-section of Westem non-Cormunist newspapers 

There has 'been p3.0 s igntf icant  improvement i n  Polish 
perforaance since the . i !IeI.Einki Final Act, and some de-berioration 
in ,z-vailabili'cy of ingwtec? printed infornation t o  t h e  public 
sLnce the begi-rL?iing of 1977, probably due t o  increased press 
atten"cicr.1 i n  the West %c. Polandrs economic and p o l i t i c a l  problems 
and t o  3wnan rights questions in Eas te rn  Europe, 

i n  d.isssmination of Yestera pr inted ix~Eoma.t ion,  though it claims 
t o  be rimpor-Ling more t i t l e s  and. copies of  itiiestern na t e r i a l s .  

4,  Pol.and has n o t  brought  about m y  appreciable increase 
.. - 

5. Poland does not Geem t o  have inproved  access by the 
general  public, 

 D
E

C
L

A
S

S
IF

IE
D

 -
 P

U
B

L
IC

L
Y

 D
IS

C
L

O
S

E
D

 -
 P

D
N

(2
01

2)
00

03
 -

 D
É

C
L

A
S

S
IF

IÉ
 -

 M
IS

E
 E

N
 L

E
C

T
U

R
E

 P
U

B
L

IQ
U

E



I. 

-202- 

a t ion  (Contd) 

a. 

summer scl?ools, congresses,  etc.) 

The ?olish Authorities  are  very  keen t o  organize round- 
table  meetings,  hut  ?refer people under the  sponsorship o f  Vestern 
G o ~ ~ e m e n t s ,  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and organizations Lo par t ic ipa te  rather 
than oi-dj-naay indivicluals. They have a good record on allowing, 
and even  encouraging, lecture  tours,  congresses and summer schools, 
especially when Po1and.r~ internat ional   prest ige .would thereby be 
enhanced, whm Polish cultural achievements would be b e t t e r  known 
and x k e ~  incidentd!  benefits  (such as the gain of  s c i e n t i f i c  
1CXIOW-hOV~) might be extracted. They are par t icu lar ly  keen t o  
at t ract  expalriate Poles t o  come t o  Poland t o  par t ic ipa te  i n  such 
events, As f o r  the  substance of e,g,   lectures,  the Polish margin 
of tolerance is  widening,  but cer ta in   areas  and- subjects s t i l l  
reaain taboo. 

See  Table 3, 
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-204- 

Poland kas n o t  a l t e r ed  her Laws e i ther  t o  make them more 
restrictive o r  'CO f a c i l i t a t e  inprovemcnts, A s  far as we h o w ,  she 

or  The Econoirt.ls..t are priIn'te.d, .they are still imp.ûrted. 
dis%-*- 

hmours her cont?actse \Glen offensive issues o f  etg, 

See Table I, 

It is ra re  to f ind  Westem non-Cozmunist publications on 
sale i n  puSS,ic !riosks,  'but when these are available, they can most 
o % % m  be Porn6 in t h e  kLosks of 'Large lmtels; Western CorinjlmLulist 
pu4lica-%lons can occasionally be bought. 

by the general public a t  International Press and Book ciubs. 
Vestern non-Comxmist newspapers and periodicals can be purchased 
a t  rna3or touris-k hote l s  and airports .  Some non-political/general 
periodicals ,  espec ia l ly  fashion magazines, can be Pouad on s d e  
a t  kiosks ,, 

Cogics o f  ?Testem newspapers a.re sonetines purchased 
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on (Contd) 

Mo evidence that supply improves s ign i f icant ly  &ring 
such  occasions. 

Responsible Pol i sh  of f ic ia l s   c la im that ind-ividuals can 
subscï-ibe t o  any publication on trapproveil l istPC (see (il) above), 
but this i s  not  supported by evidence,  Nonetheless,  subscriptions 
OM the p a r t  os” organizations are a t  leas t   poss ib le  t o  most 
genereI/nora-golitcal  and technical  pubUcations,  Subscriptions 
are placed  through Ars Polona-Ruch and must be paid f o r  i n  laard 
currency held by the subscriber. Those with0u-t hard currency must 
r e l y  on f r iends  o r  re la t ives  outsich Poland t o  order subscriptions 
f o r  them. Receipt 02 subscribed rnatei-ia2.s seems t o  be uncertain; 
t h i s  i s  catsed by sporadic  censorship an6 postal problems, 
Minis t r ies  and s t a t e  institutions can subscribe t o  any Westem 
printed  infomatSon for official use, supplies of  hard currency 
p e ~ ~ a i t t i n g ,  

Although precise  infornation is  lacking, it appears ‘tha,t 
many newspapers, news Izlaga.zines and a l l  va r i e t i e s  of periodicals 
which PoZand %mports are  available for. the general public to read 
i n  P o l m d - ~ s  unique  international press and book clubs.  University 
Libraries are supplied on a private basis; primarZXy i n  F 

co-operation with Western Enbassies,  There i s  very l i t t l e  such 
n a t e r i a l  An public l i b r a r i e s ,  

Sone liillited  sale i s  occasionally allowed, Newspapers 
are  said t o  appear 24 t o  48 hours af te r   publ ica t ion  i n  two o r  
three  copies (source: EUCORG), Access t o  the  clubs is f r ee  and 
no stigma i s  attachee -to those v?ho v i s i t  “.B. 
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-206- Chapter V I  

1 (Contd) 

No d i f f i c u l t y  is placed by the Polish Authorities on the 
distribixtion of  such bulletins;   those carrying p o l i t i c a l  
infomation have 1Ft-l;l.e t o  no e f fec t  i n  inzluencing the media,. 
becaxe  o f  %he t i g h t  con-tTol exercised by the  censors. Tne f a c t  
that  Polish  correspondents a re  often  reporting on the srne  
subJects i s  also employed as zn argument n o t  t o  w e  Western- 
supplied material. Commercial, academic and ?ubliciby  publications 
are widely  dist:cibu-ted, acl. have some beneficla1 e f f ec t ,  

(I) FJtcg-k,li.on 

Norma7 f v  foreign  contributions are  no t  found. i n  the 
press; on:Ly materxd. from P o l i s h  correspondents i s  published, 
There is orten very  selective  quotation from Western  newspapers, 

”< ’ 
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-207- 

rrî- (Contd) 

11, -1ish pe 

See Table XI, 
, . _  . .There h2.s been no s igni f icant  iaprovex?mmt in  P o l i s h  

performance since Helsinki. Poland c l a i m  that more Testern titles 
and copies OP Vestern printed inlormation are being imported-. 

There has been soine d-eteriorat?-on  slnce  the  beginning o f  
1977 i n  the avaLlabilitgr of  Western printed  information  to t h e  
general prrb?-ic, In3orted issues are  more freqv.eatly withheld from 
the public, This seems primarily d.ue t o  coverage i n  Western press 
of  Polan,r'.*s econoaic and p o l i t i c a l  problems and OP human r igh t s  
ques t ions   in  Eastelm Zurope, Tourist  demm2 %S increasing and 
cannot be supplied on the  excuse that  a shortage of foreign 
currency linrrits purchases, 

Comparatively few Polish  publfcations  are imported, but 
this i s  because the delaand €or  them i s  very limited, There are 
few if a q r  restrictions -to increasing the  import of such material 
i f  d is t r ibu tors  fel-L the denand mrrmted it, No s igni f icant  
impravenent  since Helsinki, See Table III. 
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N A T O  C O N F - I D E N T I A L  

Chapter V I  
POLAND 
Pwmc(Rev i sed )  

""---- Oral and Pdinted I Information (Contd) 
TAJ3LE I 

Dissemination a m ? -  access ib i l i ty  of Western'printed  information " i n  Polar,d 
i 

Much of the information used in this Table has corne frorn a report  d 
the  FtDistriSution of Vestern  newspapers in Eastern  EuropeiP. Though 
by square brackets below. E. Please  update to mid-3977, is need 

PUBLIC SAW 

-208- 

c 

1 ' 
i IMPORTATION 

f 1 C O1'!MENT S TITLXS 

Le Soir 
La Libre 3elgique 
Le Peuple 
Pourquoi Pas 
Le Drapeau Rouge (Communist) 

Pol i t i k  

Frardcfurtei- Al. 
Cie  tJelt 
Die Zeit 
Suddeutsche Zeitung 
Per  Spiegel 
d u s :  some weeklies and 

yes  
yes  

ITALY Corriere  clella  Sera 
La Stampa 
LtUnita (CP) 

a 
t 

1 

N A T O  C O N F I D E N T I A L  -208- . .  
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-209- Chapter V I  
P O L  
--+(Revised) 
Oral and,  Printed  Information  (Contd) 

AVAILABILITY p r e s t r i c t ed  
4 general7 Y 

PUBLIC SALIE IMPORTATION 

" w 

Libraries 
( include S 

Internat ional  
Book Clubs) 

Bull; 
shipments Subscriptions Congresses 

_(__I 

UK f igures   are  f o r  
r!k.y, 1977, and come 
p - t r i b u t o r s  from publishers/ 

. Suggested 
o t a l s  i n  ISD/l41+ 

( f i r s t  draft) were 
much higher i n  some 
cases, C a n  UK 
Embassy agree  with 
new f igures  o r  are  
more CO i e s  seon i n  
Poland; 7 

Financial Times 
Daily  Telegraph 

The Econorflist 
New Statesman 
Morning SLar (CP) 

9 
2 
2 
2 
3 

04 pa7 
5 B  several  

hundred not  usually 
not  usually 
not usrmlly &%l7 each l 

100s of copies 

Large increase i n  
IHT 1974 t o  1975 is 
r e s u l t  oz" new 
agreement but 
decline of 100 i n  
1976 
Meursveek , April 1976 l 
Increase of about 
LOO over 1975. 

UNITED 
STATES 

Herald  Tribune 

t 
i 
1 

i 

705 
m 

Variety  non-poU.tical/ 
technical  publications I ra re ly  I l US Comrmnist Party 
publications 

Assembly l 
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Moderate 

Li-t t le 
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T i t l e s  and nm-bers o f  Polish prir,'ced information 
inported by Western countries 

1 Demark 

PoZmd 
Przekro j 

Very limited, i f  any 

79 subscriptions (1975 1 

Some thousands, mostly 
free 

About 20900G 
(most ly  f r e e )  

b 

, 
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" 
s ta-te S. 

See Tables I: and II, 

Films 
Lpwyw Polam6 lias been in2orting coasiderable nurnbess of new Yestem  feature films from a wide range of countries 

~ O Y  corniercial showings,' and %O a nuch lesser  exteEt,  
for te levis ion,  These imports  appear to have declined 
since Helsinki because of currency shortages or f o r  
p o ï i t l c a l  reasons, though there has been no e f fec t  on 
the mmbers of  showings 'Kard currency, though shor t ,  
I s  hovever  always available t o  purchase Western f i b s  
wi-i;h negative impact, Western film roake up about 
one--%hird- O P  those Seing shown in cinemas. OA 
te levis ion,  Pi?,ms tead t o m r d s  the 'Pvintagegi. categop:. 

There. 1s l i t t l e  infoma-tion on showings of non-Teature 
f ius,  but i% appears t h a t   t h e i r  placement is much IiIOYe 
l lmited,  Some appear on televisslon and one country has 
reported supplyino L?ocmen-i;a~-y c l i p s  for newsreels in 
cinems. Some prfva'ie showings q p e a r  t o  be oi-ganized 
by Eabassfes and as 2 r e su l t  of  Loans from f i l m  
l i b r a r i e s  t o  prriva-ke and o f f i c i a l  b o r r o ~ r e ~ " ~ ,  

I t  is comon f o r  the Pole5 Lo purchase the  screening 
r5ghts of Vestern films a f t e r  showing them a t  
b i l a t e r d  or ml"cila-Lera1 festivals m Poland-, m. Access $0 f i T m  f e s t i v a l s  anfi other Getails on 
ava i l ab i l i t y  t o  general public'?7 Y 
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Chmter V I  -21 4- 

There is l i t t l e  infolmalion on the  use of Western? audio- . 
visual. materials by Poland, Apart fron Pol i sh  reports 
t h a t ' i t  imported 12 te levis ion series from the US i n  
1974, most other  indications are  t h a t  Polish use of * 
Westem rnaterial is modest. 

Poland uses the f a c i l i t i e s  of Eurovision t o  broadcast 

Pot,and mafntains the Soviet l i n e  on the need f o r  
ffstatisticda. reciprocityii  betireen Easte-m and Western 
cowctries i n  iullports of films, etc,  

Films selected bv Poland tend towards those which show 
an w-favourable view 02 Kektern society, The WL, for example, has 
noticed a rigorous select ion process i n  respect 09 British films. 

.. . "~ 

Poland Sams Xadio Free Europe w f - ~  inconsistent results,  
The US has noted tha t  a t   l e a s t  one Ra6io F'ree Europess 7 
frequencies is always l e f t  uxljamed and occasional-.  checks r a i se  
the  question whether o r  not Poland i s  making any ser ious  effor t  
to jam the S-tation. No other Vieatern s'cations are affected. 

Poland adheres t o  the Soviet l i n e  -khat Westsrn radio 
s t a t fons 'ms t  "meet the interests of rau.tus1 understanding among 
E ) F ~ O V ~ ~ ~ S ~ ~ ,  and nust not i n t e r f e re  i n  the in-kemal affairs O% other 
sTt2tes. 

~oland nc!.ntair?,s i t s  ovn  externa2 service amountrlng t o  . 
48 hours per dsy in 13 languages in 1972, Progames  are 
especially  designed for emigrants. The flavour of the broadcasts 
is fairly nor-polit ical ,  4 
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Chapter VI 
POLAND 
EX77TT4(~evisec1) 

E COUNTRY .. . 

TV SERIES 

no programes  no serials 

I Itdy Between 2 to 4 per ear 
( 6  to 10 shotrirzgs 7 , , 

c 

t .  

2 

modest number 

US 

P 

-21 7- 

entering f igures  on calendsr *_ year basis if p o s s i b l g  

* 

COMPENTS 

t Almost none A fair nuvber of 
music p r o g r m e s  

A f a i r  number of 
rmsic p r o g r m e s  Po l i sh  Statistical 
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Lw N A T O  C O N F I D E M T I A L  

-21 g- Chmter VI 
POLAND 
m L + ( R e v i s e d . )  

TAI3LE IV 

POLISH FILIIRD AXD BRCADCAST I N F O ~ T I O N  I N  IzE.SEFUJ- COUNTRIEZ 

m. Please update this tabbe to mid-2977,  entering figures on calendar year basis if possible7 U 

" .v==- 

-%3ource : Polish 
adio stations Statistical Yearbook 

-21 g- l 
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-220- Cha-rixr VI 
POLhD 
-&(Revised) 

"S" 
General  assessment s t .  

accurate  picture,  overall Polish performance  appears  to be only 
mildly restrictive , 

1, Although further  information is required for a full and 

2, Entry is normally possible  with Ettle if any  difficulty 
for  single  assignulents  and  for  permanently  accredited  journalists. 
The lattet.. all. have multiple e x i t  and entry visas,  except f o r  
non-resident  accredlted joumalists, However, one  Western 
journalist has bee11  refused a single entry  since Helsinki. 

3. There are no restrictions on in-l;emal tx-avel. Access to 
official sources I s  generally good (if a bit SLOW), It is often 
better  for  noc-resident  journalists than for those resident in 
Poland, Access t o  noz-official sources is apparently  unrestricted, 
Technical  equipmilt  can be imported and reports,  tapes and 
undeveloped film normally sent out  of the ccmtry without 
difficulty, 

permit; residm-l% jounml i s t s  from certain Allied countries to have 
their own canermen and technicians. 

4 ,  The main restrictive  practice is an unwillingness to 

5. There  have  been no improvements  in Polish perfomance 
since Helsinki 
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-221 - 
?OLn.NL: 

4(Revised) 

T m o n d i t i o G s  l o r  Journalists (Contd) 

See Table I, 
" 'di-bh the na j o r i t y  of Allied cotmt:rfes, there   are  fev 

problens with P o l i s h  -t;z-eFLztment 02 visa  applications from Western 
k$ourna l i s t s  20;- single-assigmeDt visas. The UK r epor t s  h0weVeF 
that i n  l a t e  1976 en2 ia 1977 t h e i r  journalists were closely 
interrogated- by t h e  P o l i s h  Embassy and, in one case,, r,efused a 
Polish entry visa.  Geaemlly, however,, apFlications are . ' 
favourably and speec?.iZy considered, ( i n  about l 0  days) 
Applications fo-r permmznt  accreditation %&e l onge r  and are  
cornpasable to appZicati.oos t o  take U? positions in diplomatic 
missions i n  Poland. m e s e  t a k e  about G weeks t o  p~ocess .  
(See . .  '(ii). below f o r  acquisit ion of visas.)  

. .  

All . resident pernanently accredi-bed-. 3esterrm journâli.sts 
have multiple entry and- e x i t  visas, Non-resident  accredited 
journalists have single  entry visas, except i n  one o r  two cases 
covered by Silateral agreements. R e c i p r o c i ~ y . a ~ ~ l ~ e s . - .  . . . 
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-222- 
FOLbKl 
-(Revised) 

Working Co_lzdL- for Journa l i s t s  (Contd) 

There are  no closed  areas f o r  journa l i s t s '   in  Poland 
(apart from a few aCLitary  tmining  areas),  There are no 
particular procedures f o r  internal travel. 

There a re  no r e s t r i c t i o n s  on internal travel by Vestem 
j ournali  s t  S. 

Polish Author i t ies  sponsor o f f i c i a l   t r a v e l  and -tours 
Frequencyy as p a r t  o f  "providing greater opportu,rlities87 
Better since  Kelsinki?T A l l  journal is ts   are   usual ly  

02 a l l  o p p o r t w i t i ~ s  to par t ic ipa te  (sample taken by US 
Joint Leg/E=cec. CSCE Comission, 25th May, 1977), 

No% applicable. See above. 

VA-!"LbAUA " A L L U , . U I  "U U.LU+AU& - 

St appezrs that  Poland  generally  co-operates in   g ran t ing  
access. t b .  off ic ia l  sources., though some slovness i n  arranging 
appointments has been evident to  certain US journalists, There 
are   cases  where access could be improved, especially for Tesident h 

journalists,  IJIinlstries are sometimes evasive and important  
interviews sometimes take so long to arrange that they  cease t o  be 
newswortlny, although conditions for non-resident  journalists a re  I 

b e t t e r  in this respect, (However, i n  smpLing of 7 resident 
ourna l i s t s  by US J o i n t  CSCE Commissiorr reported  25th  %iy, 1977, 
tournalists thought post-Helsinki atmosphere had eased t h e i r  

access t o  official news sources.) 
2 

C O N F I D E N T 1 , A L  
-222- 
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TJS journal is ts  a l so  r s p o r t  no r e s t r a i n t  on contacts with 
nonSAofficial sourcesb e-nerally  put few obstacles in the 

'ournd-is t ic  such as economic End p o l i t i c a l  
t b u g h  they do t r y  t o  s t ee r   j ou rna l i s t s  o f f  sensi t ive 

m e a s  . 

There are no regular p o l i t i c a l l y  raotivated  restr.icti-ons 
8x1 the  transmission o r  despatch of  reports,  %ape recordings and 
undeveXoped film. There are occasional. technical problems with 
cornunications iacillties. The o n l y  negative development i s  a '  
r epor t  that telex services were br i e f ly  cut o f f  during the  food 
pr ice  crisis in June 19'76, 

.. 

N A T O   CONFIDENTIAL 
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-224- 

ons f o r -  Journa l i s t s  (Contd) 
1 

There appear t o  be few problens with importing  technical 
ass is tance f o r  single-assignment use. The only  information 
avai lable  on Polandgs a t t i t udes  towards resident  technical 
a s s i s t an t s  i s  the evidence tha t  Germany has been discussing f o r  
some time the   poss ib i l i ty  of having a resident  caileraman f o r  
German television  correspondents. This suggests some moderate 
d i f f i cu l ty ,  

B* 
. . ..-.- "LI" 

(i) W a t i p n  o f  lo-ss a& ic@  seyvices 

Interpress i s  the  organization which deals on a dai ly  
bas i s  with foreign journa l i s t s ,  both permanently  accredited and 
single-assigment,  ït charges f o r  its services:  General  services 
(e,g:  helping t o  arrmge interviews, e tc , )  c o s t  $5 a day i n  
Warsaw anci $7.80 a day in the provinces, 

Polish of9icials generally  are  anxious t o  help, and 
co-operation i s  bas ica l ly   sa t i s fac tory ,   apar t  from some slowness 
i n  -making appointmeMts with officials. 

Full range of technical  services  are  offered. by 
Interpress.  m.  COS-^?^ U 

The Po l i sh  media ztdopt 2 fa i r ly   neut ra l   tone  towards 
Wcsteern journaZists, They are  often quoted  out of  context i n  + 
support o f  Party or1 Government policy, But they  are almost never 
the  subject of propaganda o r  smear campaigns.  There i s  no attempt 
i n  the media t o  persuade t h e  general  public o r  t he   s t a t e  z 

i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  avoid  contact with them, 

Most agencies have the i r  o m  wire  services,  Other 
journa l i s t s  can  use  the  services 02 t he i r  agency colleagues or 
those of Interpress ,  

N.A T 0~ C O N F I D E N T I - A L  
-224- 
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-225- Chapter VI 
POI.IlLND 

h(Revised) 

Workiw Conditions for Journalists (Contd) 

S re-entry on t h e m  

This is very occasionally practised (e ,g,  one recent 
cese ikavolving a British j o u m d i s t )  , 

II Developments m d  sjnce Final Act 

There has been no signif icant  iuprovement i n  Po l i sh  
perfomance since Helsinki , 

Theye a re  no negative or positive  developments to 
r e p o r t ,  ap=?r-L possibly from a slight  easing o f  access to official 
sources though it is still e. prokJem areas 

E V T - I - A L  
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-227- Chapter VI 
POLAIJD 
ET$TT4(~eviset!) 

l Degree of  improvement in 
Final  Act : 

N A T O -  C O  
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(ii 

In &&e Fa31 of 1975 Pol i sh  Television broadcast a 
;!Canada DaytE, presen’cing a reasonably ’ualanced overview of Canada. 
In 2976,, Polish  Television broa6cas-t a ‘:Greek DayF;. 

(iV> 

Canada re2or-i;~ that co-operation continues between the 
Canadian Iras;“ci.k!.Le O P  International Affairs and“ the Polish 
Institute OP Tntermtiorml AfTairs on a joint publication of a 
volurge of  scholc?..sl,y ar-kicles on t ae  tt..To countries, t o  be released 
in both c o t m t ~ i e s .  

-229- 
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Co-operation in the Field o f  In fova t ion  (Contd) 

Neetings of Western' and Eastern journalfsts.are 
occasionally held! i n  Poland (e.g. i n  JabJhnna). 

with-, respect t o  Polish performance since 

No improvement 

. .  , 

. .  

. .  

1. . . . , , 

N A T O  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ C _ _ O N - F I D E M T I A L  
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-231 - ChaDter VI 
POLÂND 
-(Revised) 

CUL TU^^ EDUCATION 
. .  

EXCHANGES IN THE FIELDS OF CUL!KW3 AND 
" 

SOPD ASPECTS - 

A. Westem books i n  Poland 

* ( i )  General  assessment . . .  . . .  

A&. Please make shor t  general  assessment o f  Pollsh 
performance as regards numbers of books fmported.7 D. 

See Table I, 

Irn2orts of books a re  made d i f f i c u l t  by the  foreign 
exchamge problem,  Although  government i n s t i t u t i o n s  can  usually 
get  exchange al locat ions t o  m e t  t h e i r  needs, bookshops  and 
l i b r a r i e s  have  problems,  Provision of  Westem material. and books 
t o  l i b r a r i e s  m d  other   Snst i tut ions i.s p.ossibJ.e .by'Western 
Erobassies wi thmt  any d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  EUCORG notes some attempts 
have been maGe i n  the past by Vestern  suppliers t o  overcome 
d i e s t e m  currency problems, such as pr int ing Western books in 
Poland, bu% with l i t t l e   l a s t i n g   s u c c e s s ,   I n   s p i t e  of the 
d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  EUCORG seports  that  some publishers have found 
Poland t o  be a good market for Bpitish books. 

(ii) Trans&tion and publication of  Western books 

Like  other Warsaw Pact  countries,  Poland  claims t o  have 
a highly commendable record.  i n  importation and t r m s l a t i o n  .o.f 
Western  books i n  comparison with publication of Polish books i n   t h e  
West, 

R wide range of Western books is being  imported and ' 

t r m s l a t e d  by Poland. For example, Polanc! will be importing 
40 US t i t l e s  i n  1977 with a total p r i n t  ntpl of  1,500,000 copies. 
These will be mostly works of  f i c t i o n e  

( i i i )  Categories o f  Yestern  _books 

Mostly f i c t ion ,  but some scientific,   technological,  
cu l tu ra l  and academic writers   are  a lso translated-, 

(iv) M i o n  c r i t e r i a  and censorship 

Str ic t   censorship o f  pornography o r  p o l i t i c a l l y  
sens i t ive  items. 

N A T O  C O ? l F I D E N T I A L  
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Chapter VI -232- 

e -F ie lds  “. of CuE-f;ure 

(v) A v a i l a b i l l t ~   to^ 

Sales points f o r  foreign books (raainly from Eastern. 
Europe) i n   o r i g i n a l  Ianguage exist only i n  major t o m s  and c i t i e s ,  * 
The same books are  also in principle  available f o r  reading i n  
publ ic   l ib rar ies ,  b. neariy a l l  cases  they cannot be t a k e r o u t  
OP the li’oraiy,  Stocks are ‘low a.nd except f o r  l a rge   cen t ra l  
l i b r a r i e s  this presents  access problem in   p rac t i ce .  . There are no 
Western books ava i l ab l s   i n   t he   In t e rna t i cna l  Book Clubs, 

Frequent, There are 4-5 spec ia l i s t  Cerman book 
exh2bi‘tions yea.rly. Nzny other Allied countries a lso hold book 
f a i r s  and euhibit ions i n  Warsaw and i n  t h e  provinces, The Warsaw 

. Book Fa i r  i s  well aktended by Western publishers-. s90ffensivc” 
.. Vestern  nater ia l  is removed from the bookstands  before  the  Fair 

opens and reimrned t o  the Tublisbers when the Fair closes, 

( v i i )  Act iv i t ies  of t:’estepl  Enbassies 

The United Sta tes ,  France, United Kingdom, I t a l y ,  
Belqium and Austria maintain reading rooms o r  l i b r a r i e s ,  Lm: fjooks f o r  loan?  Access by ci t izens27 

(viii) C o n t a a b e t w e e n  x publishers  

Direct  contactso p, Qual i ty  o f  contacts? P o l i s h  
at-i;i‘crrde?T W .  

Solne exchanges  between l i b r a r i e s  under terms of 
bihslteral cu l tura l  conventions. 

B, 

None 

See Table II, m, Some more infornation would Se 
helpful,   but wi.11 need t o  be provided- by capi’ss ls ,~ .y. 

. 
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-233- Chapter V I  
POLiNl 
m ( R e v i s e d )  

Rather Pewe- Pol i sh  books a re  imported by the West than 
Wes-i;em books by ,Foland, becattse o î  the comparative  obscurity of  
P o l i s h  language and l i t e r a t u r e ,  There i s  no hindrance on 
increasing th3 supply of Polish books t o  the Yest i f  the  demand 
warmnts it. I l l u s t i - a t ive   s t a t i s t i c  : betwecc 1954 and 1974, 
101 P o l i s h  t i t l e s  agpearecl in the US, while 911 &+erecan t i t l e s  
appeared i n  ’Poland <SOLI~.CZ: . Polish Press fi-gency). 

P o l m d  fo l lows  -the Sovie t   l ine  in claiming  that  Vestern 
caxntries are slot i q o r t i n g ,  t rans la t ing  aazd publishing Polish 
works on the scale that Westem books are irmor-led and t ranslated 
i n  ~ o ~ ; z n c t .  (~~S- ta t i s t tca l   rec igroc i ty l i  ) Bet’Zer performance is  
demanded, 

ancl Fest-ivals 

Several  instances:  viz. Wajd-afs TV rilm ‘!The Shadow 
Linepf, a co-pro&mtion OS Br i t i sh  Thames TV and PRiTV, Film 
Po l sk i  i s  also pro&ucLng a film in the US about Polonia Americans 
using American ac t ing   ta len t .  

III, L@GUAGZ JJYSTRUCTIOM 

A. Bdest;ern l a s , m p  i n  Poland 

Poreip languages a r e  taught   in  Polish schools. Russian 
i s  obligatory  with E;ag;lrisla as the most popular Western language. 
Gemm and F’rench w e  the next most popular Yestern languages 
taken voluntarily,  (Ge~many reports  that   Polish  estimates show 
230,000 seconc? school students  stueying German. ) 

Lmguage ins t ruc tors  from Uxited States, United Kingdom, 
France, Denmark and I-kcly teach a t  Polish schools and univers i t ies ,  
Few Poles go abroad purely t o  study  languages. Germany reports an 
increase i n  off ic icf  Polish i n t e r e s t  i n  language  courses i n   t h e  
Federal Republic t o  ma-tch alresdy  high  interest  among individuals 
in   a t tending  surumer-school courses. 
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N A , T  -0 C - O N F . I D E N ' J ' I A L  

e Fields of Culture a d  

E, e c t i o n  i n  Western covntsies 

P o l i s h  language instmc-biion i s  r a r e l y  encountered in 
the Vest, though there has been an upsurge of interest in Slav i c  
languages in the US of l a t e ,  . Little improvement s ince  HcLsinki. 

Poland. adheres to the Soviet l i n e  tha t  Western comt r i e s  
mus-i; do more in the WÛ of t each ing  Eesterul, Iaaguagcs, inchding  
Polish, up t o  the Leve I of  Lnstmc-tion achieved in Eastern 
countries (fistatistical rec iproc i ty t l  ), 
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Chapter VI I 

POLAND 
m 4 ( R e v i s e d )  

N A T O  C O N F  I D E N - T I A L  

Country 

Denmark 

Germany 

Italy 

No rtnray 

UK 

us 

p. Please upd-ale to aid-1977, onsibbe. This is more a task f o r  capitals.7 Y 

Total 
Titles 

Available 

Translations fi I Categories Books (S) Availability 

NO 
"_.I__ 

V i r i T O  _ C  O I!l F I , D  E N T I A L 

Comments 

KO information 

No information 

No information 

US Librarv of 
Congress h u r e s  
for  English 
translations of 
Polish books 
received (primarily 
dqne UK and US) 

1973: 47 
1974: 36 
1975: 31 

. 

* 

-236- 
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f 

b 

7 .  RomauSan perfomûace in the  field of pr inted 
i2forme-t$on l i s  very restFict ive.  

2 ,  Romania i rcpor t s  a vide cross-section of Western 
t i t l e s ,  In the case o f  i1On4oIEUiS.l newspapers and news 
magazines -Lbe numbers of  copies imported a re  the  highest in 
the  Varsew Pw-t , 

ex“creme3.y l.imLted, The majority of Vestern publications imported 
are f o r  o f f i c i a l  and i n s t i t u t i o n d  use. A wide var ie ty  o f  
publîcatiogs including ncn-Com1unist newspapers and par t icu lar ly  
German language material-, i s  &so imported f o r  sale t o  tour i s t s .  
The srapply is f a r  Less t i a n  the CEemmd warrants, Some copies OP 
general magazines, i n c l u d i n g  occz.sionally q ’ p o l i t i c L d t t  ones Like 
Time are sporadically on p~blic sale,  A few Corilmunist 
m i c a . t l o n s  g e t  onto open market, Non.-political specialized 
pbl-ications ?re availeble in Romanian public libraries. 
Subscriptions arc to le ra ted ,  but purchzse i s  U n i t e d  by access 
t o  izard cux’rency, 

since t he  F i m l  Act. If ar~y-thl.ng, the situation may be s l igh t ly  
wOrSe v 

3o  Accessa.bili%y by the general public however i s  

4, Theye has been no inpro9ernent in Romanian performance 

5.  Romznia has done .nothing t o  fac i l - i t a te  m increase i n  
the  genere1 dissemfnation of Western printed  information, 
al-khough some greater  d i s t r i b x t i o n  and v m i e t y  o f  materials 
were detected i n  l a t e  1975 in. t o u r i s t  hotels ,  Budget cuts 
ccused by shoptcgas in hard currency have, since 1974, resulted 
i n  fewer pubfLczlions being available for Komanian readers, 
albei-t clemed  ai”Picials, Romania has done nothing to 
~~~~.ix-”iu‘I;e to jmpro-vcd. w c e s s  by the general  public. 
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-238- Chapter VI1 - 

(Revised) 

A. 

(i) '[TO f a c i l A - L ~ s e m i ~ a t i o n  of oral information,, . !l 
( ~ c - h w e s  , l e c t w e  t o t u x  round table  meetings, 
seminars, qpposic?, suamer schools, congresses,  etc.) 

Romania organizes imumrabls lec tures  , seminars , 
congresses.  Indeed it tends t o  b c w t  of i t s  achievements in this 
f ie ld ,  The US Embassy has hac! no d i f f i c u l t y  organizing l ec ture  
t o u r s  by ksxican experts on a vide rmge of subjects,  including 
p o l i t i c a l  ones, anci involving suoh Party  aff i l ia ted  organizat ions 
as the  Stef2.n Gheorghiu Academy.  The lectures,  although  well 
attenc?-!ed, are ho~vever not  usually open t o  the general public, 
but to xlembws of re levant   ins t i tu tes  m d  organizztions.  Other 
US re la ted events have been a spposiwn on the US bicentennial 
a t  tlze Romanian. Academv. a 3oin-t; aeeting between the US Council 
f o r '  Foreign Re1a:Z;ions "Gd the R o m n i a n  counterpart, and the 
Joluz Hopkins Ikiiversity Internat ional  Fellows Conference i n  ... 
1977, 

UK e:i.-;ilericnce i s  more mixed, German experience  hes 
been sometines  negative, with Romanians raising  i torgmizatfonal 
diff icul t ies : ;  t o  German proposals, probably pa r t ly - in  view o f  
existence of & m a n  ethnic  minority  in Romania, LNB. Others 
experiencesy 

There i s  very  limited-  il-issemination o f  Western  printed! 
infornPLtion i n  RomCrnia beyond requirements f o r  tour i s t s .  A wide 
cross-section o f  Yestern  non-Comunist  newspapers and news 
magazines a re  imported f o r  this purpose, and the numbers of 
copies of  these   mater ids  a r e  the highest f o r  any Warsaw Pact 
country. 

i n  smaller numbers. It i s  unkliown how many t i t l e s  and copies o f  
non-politicalJgeneraZ  (fashion,  sports) and specialized 
per iodicals   are  imported bu% wid-ence f rom the  US (2,000 t i t l e s  
i n  a t o t a l  of  GOO copies! suggesJcs large nwbcrs  i n  a few copies 
made up largely o f  sc ien t i f ic ,   t echnica l  and trade  publications, 

Western C o m m i s %  publications are  a l so  imported  but 
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ChaDtcr V11 -239- 

-Lormation (Contd) 

A pzcss law dating from March 1974 r e s t r i c t s   t h e  import Y 

of foreign  joumi4.s  unless'approved by the  State  Authorit ies.  A 
fir ther  decree of 30th Ma.y, 1975* s t a t e s  that  export and import 
of printed! matter i s  to be handled only by : ' social is t  
organizationsii,  Article 325 of the Romanian penal code nakcs 
individuals l i a b l e  t o  terms of' 3 to 7 years imprisoment f o r  
c3istributin.g  foreign journals cad printed  materials  prohibited 
by the.   appropriate au$hhoritie.s ( i *ee  represen%atives 09 the 
Central Committee o f  t he  RCP ax! the  Council o f  EIinisters). 

I 

The z v a i l a b i l i t  o f  hard currency  affects imports. Budget 
r e s t r i c t ions   s ince  1973/7 E have l ed  t o  s ignif icant ly   decl ining 
imp-orts of materials f o r  o f f i c l a l  use (the %eed t o  knowti c r i t e r ion  
has been employed with pea-ter s t r i c t n e s s  t o  eliminate less 
privileged individuals). 

-Germany reports  a coiltinued  decline i n  the number of 

Evidence on accessabflity (see (v) below) shows 

imports OP Gerra~m language publications, 

extremely l imited  terr i tor ia l   d ieseminat ion of Vestern  printed 
information: to Bucharest and resort  areas f o r  non-Communist 
newspapers (ofr"icia1 use, ~our$s-C; sa les)  and (2)  probably t o  
Bucharest f o r  al1 other kinds.09 printed  dnformation  (official  
use,  general sdLes--Comrmnfst, general  magazines), apart  from 
(3) some no2-politicaI and cu l tu ra l  material held a t  provincial 
b r a x h e s  of the ce-ritral library (general  public). 

. .  

The foreign  trade corcpmy ILEXIN is the   cen t ra l  agency 
f o r  the impor% and export OP &L1 periodicals,   foreign end 
Rommian (it has taken over  -the former agency, Rompress F i l a t e l i a ) ,  
In. sevcx+a.l Western countries, it works t-ough recognized  central 
d i s t r ibu t ion  agencies, but  it also handles  individual 
subscriptions Prom abroad for Romaian  publications, 

Gcneml working arragements  o f  t h i s  agency are unknown, 
but as one e3;2iTGle9 a yearly contract with UK distributor guarantees 
the purchase of a minimuE1 value of Bri t ish publ icat ions  in  return 
f o r  which the  W d i s t r i b u t o r  mst buy 5$blO"/S o f  the value of  this 
purchase in ~0rrnania.a publications (virtually wnsale.able i n  the TX). 
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-240- Chapter VIX 

Delivery is s a ~ i d -  a% least t o  Romanian p o r t  o f  entry. The speed 
of in te rna l   d i s t r ibu t ion  is mot lmovm nor i f  normal cl.mnne2s 
are  used f o r  foreign  publica-Lions, However, Germm  Embassy 
sends variczsy of Gernm publiczicions -to some 200 subscribers 
@-cl repor t s  no p r o b l e m  with the  del ivery o f  the material. 

There is  no sign t h e t  the conclusion o f  contracts 
with Wes-kem. -&is t r ibu tors  has bee12 par t icu lar ly  encouraged  by. . . . . I 

Komm-ia s u c e  Helsiiilki. E U X I M  o f f i c i a l s  claim tha t  the 
importatios o f  ereater vo lmes  OP Western periodicals i s  
hindered by theu   scarce   supply  of  foreign  currency. There is  
some evidence; .in f a c t ,   t h a t  o f f i c i a l  budgets for purchase o f  
inported infomation material m e  being  cut back because of  t h i s ,  

9 

How do cfietails O P  e x i s t i n g  contracts comply with 

As . fa r  as c m  be seen, the  Romanian government has . 
not changed- m y  laws o r  regulations t o  improve o r  hinder f l o y  o f  
i n f o r m t i o n  “rrr0ugl-1 con-trac-t.s ~3i?d! agreements, o r  taken  other 
masures, There i s  evidence o f  sone increased-  problems with 
shortages of foreign  currency (sse ( i i i )  above). 

R o m a i a  apparekltly $.rives a hard bargain i n  s e t t i n g  
up i ts  con-tracks, but once done they are honoured and interpreted 
i n  a pos i t i ve   sp i r i t ,  . .  

Despite large numbers of t i t l e s  and copies  imported, 
there  i s  l:i,ttLe o r  no access by -t’ne general  public t o  much of this 
printed. inforna t lon .  Only privi leged in s t i t u t ions  and individuals 
c m  see a .fulI range o f  materials. 

Mon-Communist newspqxrs are s o l d  only a t  t o u r i s t  
hotels, d.ong with some news mag~~zines, These are not  generally 
accessible t o  -the Romanian public, A l imited number of Western 
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magazines,  including some ifpoli-kica15?  (e.g. Fime) m e  so ld  a t  
public kiosks at unpredictable t ines  and places. Some 'Vestern 
tomawmist publicatibns are a lso  on l imited s a l e ,  

Subscriptions t o  r ' es tem naterj-al axle possible  vir2;ually 
only %O Ylose v110 c m  obtain f'Weign  currency o r  hcve friends 
abroad who c m  buy subscriptions with foreign  currmcy. 

from the 
material  

Librar ies  hold non-political and cu l tura l  ,periodicals 
Tiest which are  accesible t o  general public,  Other 
i s  inaccessible. 

No'n-Collununfs-b Xeste-in newspaprs  are on s a l e  i n  l imited 
numbers only a% newstaids i n  the more important  tourist   hotels 
which are .no% generally asesss$ljB t o  Romaaicw- public e These 
p a ~ e r s .  c m  of-ken only be bought 171th hard currel?cy. Romanians 
cafm0-L stay a% Bucharest * s -;rimipal. 'hotel  :'The Intercontinental" , 
and pwchasers z t  the hotel's poorly stocked  newstmd  are often 
asked t o  yrodhce t h e i r  room keys as proof  of t he i r  e l i g i b i l i t y  
t o  buy, There have been reporbs 09 regulations st one h o t e l  
forbidding s'kff t o  s e l l  t o  Rornmians under t h r e a t  o f  f ine ,  but 
US d.oubts such regulations ewis-L. 

some sgpo l lk i cd ; i  (e,g,  Tim-e, v Match) a re  s o l d  a t  public 
kiosks a t  unpredictable  times 212 places, Some Western Communist 
publications  are also on public sale, It i s  not   c lear  what, i f  
any, specialized  periodicals cm- be purchased. 

1- very l imited nmbcr of Kestern  magazines,  including 

There i s  no evidence of a y  s i g n i f i c m t   e x p a s i o n   i n  
the .  nunber of .paaces where ?!estern publicatipns  are .on sale.  

DE. Conflicting inforaation,  Please c1arify.J 

LX sees no provision Curing intemational   events .  US 
howevsr, reports  l imited  supplies of  Western publications  are 
usually made available t o  dlelegs-tes  at-l;ending  Congresses o r  
Conferawes, but only  inside t h e  hall o r  a r e a  used f o r  t he  
conference. 
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i'-b each cou&y-; U A&, L* "* .a- 

Romaian  o f f i c i a l s  clc?Lm subscriptions  are  theoretically 
possible t o  any Western pubXication, bu t  in   pract ice   individual  
subscriptions are possible o n l y  O i l  l imited  scale,   Availabil i ty 
of foreign. currency i s  usually key element.  Since  possession 
of  foreign exchange by private individuals i s  punishable 
offence,  subscriptions  are vir-hLmJ.ly possible only i f  foreign 
r e l a t ive  o r  f r i m d  c m  make C b  purchase, The  German Ehbassy 
funds I5O-200 individual  subscriptions  to daily and weekly 
newspapers 

There i s  often  irregular  delivery o f  subscribed 
materials, but more i i ke ly   t he   r e su l t  of theft   than  confiscation, 
This se,ems Lo be imcrec?.sLng. Em Vest Geman newspapers referred 
t o  above reach  subscribers  through  the open mail, h few copies 
of  Economist reach individ-uals by open post. 

There are EO problems f o r  o f f i c i a l   i n s t i t u t i o n s   i n  
"calring o u t  subscriptions, thou@h there   are   reports   that   shortages 
OP foreign cur;.er?cy h a e   c u t  bmlc %he mount o f  subscriptions 
purclmszble by less important  organs. 

Yestera  non-yolitice.1 acadenic a1d cul tura l  
periodicaXs are available t o  Romanian public i n  Central   State 
L i b r a r y  and all- its provincial  branches and in  Central   University 
Library in Buchc?rest. They are a l s o  fom,d i n   t h e  Library of  the 
Ronzl,?~nSan Acs.delilJr, which i s  howcvor r e s t r i c t e d  t o  members, 
Libraries OP various acsdeuic iaslitu'ces  contain wide variety 
of  raom specialized- Western m~.i;crial, Theee available f o r  
use only %O sts.ff and authorized  scholars. L h i ,  This includes 
pol i t i cd .   mater ia l ,  newspapers, e t c?  Do regular l i b r a r i e s  have 
holdings OP this nature,  but liait access t o  those  with special  
permission9 
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" C O D E N T 1 . A  L 

* 

b 

. . . - The U S .  and. FRG 3abassies both  d-is.tribute Romanian. 
1mguage magazineS.in  Rownia - 12,000 copias  every 2 months by 
former a d  8/10,000 copies 3 o r  9 times a year by l a t t e r .  British 
Erabassy inteel2ds t o  stsrt s1milm nore modest scheme shortly. 

sone deteriorai3.on. In January 1977, MFA sent  circular  diplomatic 
note t o  missions reminding then that  according t o  regulations 
in   e f f ec t   s ince  I967 (a) e3.l material nailed t o  Romanians 
should'be submit-Led i n  advame t o  Press and Cultural Directorate 
of f@A, m d  (73) List o f  a11 those who receive such material shotad 

, a l so  be .subs1i"ced, The US ad NX Bnbassies comply with   th i s  
with (a) ia cas3 02 nagazines on2y, and FRG Embassy has had one 
issue stopper'? in t h i s  way. Cencral_l.y speaking, Yestern Embassies 
do n o t  con$.y with (a) with respect -to other t ypes  of  printed 
info,nmtioil aml Rommians bcve a o t  sought t o  enforce it by other 
nezns, No Xestei:q &bassy has coLlpl,ied with  (b) 

There has been n o .  iq-rovement i n  s i tua t ion ,  and perhaps 

B. AsDects &O& meationed " specif  ical-ly 
"g2 

(i ) ~ ~ ~ * ~ ~ - i ; ~ o n ~ o ~ ~ ~ ~ - s " c e r ' r ? ~ a _ l _ i n R ~  

k signiflcan-L anount  o f  information from the Western 
press and from nmterial supgliecl! by Vestern Embassies f inds i t s  
way h t o  -the Rormnim presst  radio and television. The Br i t i sh  
Zmbassy estina-t;es thz t  betvJeen Î5% md 20% o f  all material 
6.istributed by its information  section is used,  although  the 
bulk. o f  it i s  'nade LIP o f  c o m e x i a l  m d  i;echaical.  information 
and published-, ofLen without  zt tr ibution, ir, spec ia l i s t  
publications with l imited distFibution, However, much of the 
mateTial l i f t e d  from the  Vestern press i s  used f o r  hos t i le  
propogcu?,da purposes, the attributions being used -to give t h e  
i-berns greater c r ed ib i l i t y  in the eyes o f  the Romanian readers. 
Scientific 01% technical materid. i s  usually printed straight, 
but  poU.%ical and economic materical is  usually shapod t o  present 
a desired! e f f e c t ,  al-though the f ac t s  themselves are   not   a l tered.  

 D
E

C
L

A
S

S
IF

IE
D

 -
 P

U
B

L
IC

L
Y

 D
IS

C
L

O
S

E
D

 -
 P

D
N

(2
01

2)
00

03
 -

 D
É

C
L

A
S

S
IF

IÉ
 -

 M
IS

E
 E

N
 L

E
C

T
U

R
E

 P
U

B
L

IQ
U

E



-244- 

 D
E

C
L

A
S

S
IF

IE
D

 -
 P

U
B

L
IC

L
Y

 D
IS

C
L

O
S

E
D

 -
 P

D
N

(2
01

2)
00

03
 -

 D
É

C
L

A
S

S
IF

IÉ
 -

 M
IS

E
 E

N
 L

E
C

T
U

R
E

 P
U

B
L

IQ
U

E



Beginning i n  1973/7~:., shortages i n  f oreign  currency 
l1a.ve apparently Led tile Ronanian Government t o  cu t  back on 
purchases o f  liestern  printed  in?formation, This seems t o  have 
had sone poli-tical  overtoEes in tha t   those  with less p o l i t i c a l  
o r  econonicd ,'!need t o  k.nov:r; ( s c i en t i f i c  EEKI cu l tu ra l  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  foi- exau~ple) were f irst  affected,  while more 
p o w e r w  vxits, i.e. those uncler C o m u n i s t  Party  Central 
Cornmi-ttee supervision, had no !~ttd-ge-i; cuts. 

Statis-Lics supplied by Gcsmany ' indicate  a gradual drop 
since ?974.., and extending after Hels inki ,   in  numbers or" t i t l e s  
and copies of Gernan publications hpjorted ( t i t l e s  from 8/9 i n  
' l g Y 4 ,  %O 4 / 6  f-l l as t  senestzr 1975, t o  3/4 i n  f irst  semester 
q9'76; copies clown 2.5;; f r o n  l a s t  half 02 1975 t o  first  half 1976). 
Germariy believes this decline i s  hudgetary and involves  materi& 
ordered-' f o r  Romaian  use. Printed  information f o r  toux-ist sales 
however, has not been appzren"u3jr affected  ( issues arc bought 
i n  m a y  cases i n  hard currency) imd supplies have  even increased 
in   mater ia l   avai lable  %O t o u r i s f ~ ,  though totals   -are  s t i l l  well 
below dem.nd 

There cppears "Co be incl-easing  i r regular i ty   in  
de l ive r i e s  o f  subscribed ma te r ids  t o  private  subscribers,-but 
t h i s  i s  more Likely  the resul-b of thef t  thcan confiscation. 

F ; l .  "* L I L ~  e m y  be soue d-c-terioration ir? the   s i tua t ion  
respecting issue of Embassy magaziraes and other printed  information. 
I n  Jm-uar3f 197'7, MFA rer&-det! missions i n  -note  o f  1967 regulations 
required missions (a) t o  strbmit Kt" printed  inforïnation  issued 
i n  advance t o  PPA,, ant! (b) t o  pL-Ovide l i s t  of  those receiving 
such. mc?teri;rll, The f irst  requirement i s  already p a r t i d l y   n e t ,  
but  not the  second, Romania has taken no other   s teps  t o  enforce 
these  regulatiorzs. 

On posi t ive  s ide,  Ronalia has published f o r  first time 
a r t i c l e s   m i t t e n  by resident Ti'estern diplonats.  This occurL-ed 
during  the US Eicentemia l  when a r t i c l e s  by the US Ambassador 
and Cornercial Counsello? were pr inted i n  Romanian press. 

III. -l&stempe;r?formmce "".. 
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N A T O   C O N F I D E N T I A L  

Chabter  VI1 

(Revised) 

Oral  and  Priqted  Inforbation  (Contd) 
i 

.. . 

TABm I 
Dissemination  and  accessabiJity of Vester?  printed  information  in  Romania .. i Much of the  information  used  in  this  table has come Prom a report  dated  March 1974 by the European  o-operation 

Research  Group on-the ltDistribuLion -of Western  newsGapers  in Eastern Europef9  Though  dated,  "this  informatioc is the. bes't 
available  and is enclosed  by  square  brackets  below. 1-7 

FB. Flease  update  this  table  to  mid-'1977  no-5ing  any  changes  on  calander  year  basis  if  possible,-f 
. . . .  . . I + .. - . . ,. 

. .  

IMI?OIWkTIOM 
. . .  

PUBLIC SAW, 
. .  

i 
! shipments 1 Subscriptions 

I BELGIUN j Le  Soir 
/ L a  Libre  Belgique 
I Le  Peuple i 

1 Berling  Tidende 
.~ 

, 
GEWdJGY /Frankfurter  Allgemeine 

1 Die  Welt 
i 
!Fmnkfuruter Rundschau 
!Die  Zeit 
1 Ua?sere ~ e t t  
f SUddeutsche  Zeitung 
I 

i libraries,  but  in - ;  rea ~ n g  I 
fiTot mailable in  ublic I 

WJITED i The  Times 
KINGDOM. ! . _. " ,  

1 
f Financial  Times 
1 Guardian . -. 

r o o m  ! 
I 

I UK f igirres ace for 
t Nay 1977 and  come  from 
Ipublishers/distributors 

i 

l 
1 
i 

32 107 
11 

I 

l ;  1 Daily Express 1 Daily  Telegraph l -% 
: t j I ! 

i 
l 

l 
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I D E N T I A L  l 

Chapter  VI1 
RO-IA 
*-(Revised) 

Oral  and  Printed  Information  (Contd) 

i 
plr; i I 

COMMENTS l 
i . 

i IP~PORTATION i P ~ L I C  SALE AVAIL4EILITY p restricted 1 COUNTRY TITLES 

! 
t 1 

I 
i 
I 
! 
i 
I 

i 

t 

i 
l 
l 

i 
j 
I 
i 
1 

i c 
i 
i 
i 

l 
I 
i 
I 

La17 

Libraries Tourist Congres  se s I Genedal ' 

1 1 shipments 1 
i . 

i Subscriptions j pub13c l '  t 
! 

I 

t 
I 
1 
I 

i 
I 
UNITED 
KINGDOM 

Daily  Mail 
Daily  Mirror 
The  Economist 
New  Statesman 
The  Observer 
Morning  Star 

l 
T t 

l 

i 
i 

t 

! 

Herald  Tribune 
1 

68 plus 50/60 in tourist 1 
season ! 

96 plus 70/30 in tourist f 
season 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

STATES 

1 

36 copies  fewer  in 1976 
than  1975  of  these  four 
periodicals (US Joint  Le / 
Exec CSCE Corn. May 19777 I 

I 

Newsweek 

U n h O W l . 1  
some 

i Time 
Business  Week 
US News  and  World  ReDort ! 

I some 

660 

Daily World (CP) 
Approx. 2,000 titles 
( Romanian  source ) non- 

I And  official  use 

political/general  and 1 
specialist  publications f 

. (e.g.  National  Geographic, ;Petrole$, Geology: and others O: 
.de ) science,  technology, t: 

h .. ,. 

..N A T O.. C.0 N .FI1 D E N T I A L 
" 
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-24% Chapter VI1 

.IC Oral m4 ~ Printed- . .  Information  (Contd) 

i Denmark 

l 

WLE III; 
Ti t les  and nuabers of  Ronanim grlnted information 

i apor ted  by liestern CO mtries 
E l e a s e  c o n p l e t 2  

Jnspecified 
u?wspapers and 
nagazines 

I 2 subscriptions (1975) 

1 
jcinteia  (Party ~ O O  copies  om source 
? W 4  
iomania Libera 120 copies (ROHI source 
spor t  unknown (most popular) 

I 
. .  
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-249- ChaDter VI1 

t 

ROMÂNIA 
(Revised) 

’l. Romanian performance in the f i e l d  of  filmec!  and 
broadcast  information is  somewhat less than r e s t r i c t i v e  and 
ranks with Hungary and. Poland as t h e   l e a s t   r e s t r i c t i v e  o f  
the Warsaw Pact  countries. 

2 ,  Some Western recorded  information is  being  broadcast 
on radio.  

3. Romania imports a csnsidersble number of  new 
Ifesteri? films f o r  commercial anrd te levis ion t?se and maintains 
m extensive film archives. A wider var ie ty  of feature  films 
are seen by pr ivi leged groups. Non-feature films are  screened 
in f e w r  numbers  on te lev is ion ,  but are Z ~ S O  available t o  the 

film fest ivEls ,  ~KB. 
public f o r  loanin  from Embassies, There are  no frequent 

4 .  Rorna~ia  is also t e lev is ing  a reasonable amount of 
other Western material; i t s  performance i s  the bes t  among 
&arsaw Pact  countries, ” 

5. Since Apri l  1977, Romania has been select ing a f a r  
higher  proportion of  films and te levis ion programmes f o r  t h e i r  
c r i t i c a l  view of  Western society and has been using them, 
especially on teXevision, as part of a determined  anti-PJestern 
media campaign borne of s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  Tfestem i n t e r e s t  i n  
Romarrian dissidence, 

6. Romania does not jam any Xesteni radio s ta t ions.  

7.  Rommia adheres t o  the  Soviet I f ~ e  on s E s t a t i s t i c a l  
reciprocitytF with -the West on film imports, and claims tha t  radio 
broadcasts must ;;serve the i n t e r e s t s  of mutual  understanding 
amcng peoples‘:. In t h e  l a t t e r   r e spec t ,  it has  recently  taken 
up a harsh campzign against Radio Free &.rope. 

8, There has been no improvement i n  Romanian performance 
since  Helsinki. There  might be some deterioration  noted  in 
view of comments i n  paragraphs 5 end 7 a-bove. 
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Sc2 Tables X and II. 

RornczIiz has radio exchange agreemnts with Frmce a d  
I t o l y ,  m d  purchases some programnes from Belgium, 
US and UK, Most of the  p r o m a m e  material i s  music. 
(According t o  &k.icte&G on ,&h Januarlr, 1977, Romania 
c o l l a b o r s t e s  with l I O  foreign Radio and Television 
sta-bions y) 1 
Rommia inlpor-%s a considerable number of  new Western 
feature  films for. cormercial sad te lev is ion  use and 
maintains m extensive film =chives of o lde r  films 
which are r+released %rom time t o  time.  According 
t o  a r t i c l e  i n  Scj.nt&?iq on l6th Jcmuarys 1977, Romania 
izported 200 f o r e i ~  films in 1976, and eLcorted I 6 0  
(19 countries). For a nwaber O% years Western films 
have made up about one half  of those being of fered  i n  
Romanian cinemas (Late -1976: of  35 films, 15 were 
Vestera1, including six $ ! e r i c a ) ,  A wider select ion 
of Yesten? feature  films a re  shown pr ivately t o  the 
Writers t Union, Cinematographers * Union and other 
groups and clubs with l imi ted  rpenbership; these films 
are loaned ou t  by Rommia F i ln  which has them from 
d i s t r ibu to r s  f o r  purchase consideration, 

There is  no infomat ion  on impox-ts of non-feature 
films, but  sorne documentaries me shown on Romanian 
t e l e v i s i o n ,  i”u’r4n-Peature film w e  also held by 
Plestern Bbassles which w e  dXLe t o  m&e l o a n s  and 
organize priva”Ge showings, 
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Film f e s t i v a l s  are  o rgmized  by the  Romanian 
Goverunent a t  which both feature  and non-feature 
films am shown, Usually f e s t i v a l s  are sponsored 
by Rommia In  conjunctim t r i t h  national day 
celebrations, such as the  1977 f e s t i v a l  of Danish 
films during which 4 " r = l  I ~ O V M  films were shown 
i n  3 Romanian c i t i e s ,  i + b j & .  1hma-t is access and 
other aspects O% a v a i l m i l i t y  to general public, 
e.g, t i c k e t  sai.esg The FRG has organized its 
ow1 f i b  festival.., LLB, Do other Embas5ies 
organize f e s t iva l s?  Are films checked beforelznnd'?T 

Other 
Television 
iG'ZEEia1 

To accompany i ts  screening OB Western feature 
films a ~ d  documentmies,  Romnian  television a l so  
makes reasonably good use of other  ir'estern 
material, According t o  &&teia on 16th Jmuary ,  
1977, Rowmia collaborates with 110 foreign Rcd-io 
and TEtlevision stations. There i s  a br isk  
exchange wi th  French a d .  Italian n e t ~ o r k s ,  while 
U< and US material is pt?rchascd-, Both. individual 
programas  and televis2on se r i a l s  are normally of  
a non-political  nature w ~ d  having  entertainment 
value, 

The US has noted some ixcreasing  interest  in 
c.udio-visua1 m a t e r i d s  on mwsworthy items. 

t i c a l  

. Romania maintains %he Soviet l i i le on the need 
. f o r  ttstatistic2.1  re.ciproci%yt6 between. Eastem. 
a d  iTes-tcm countries in imports of  films. 
(See RomaZa?n figures above,) 

RomznFa Fila carefully previews 8.11 films before 
purchase and imporJcation, Unti l   recent ly  "cere was  no evidence 
tha t  many films were being  deliberately  selected €or t h e i r  
c r i t i c a l   t r e a t m e n t  OP V'estern society,  Television material 
was of the entertainment  variety, 
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-252- Chapter VI1 

m- Filmed aiid Bro-formati. (Contd) 

In connection  with  the  rather  str ident anti-Western 
press and media campaign which began i n  A p 3 1  1977, however, 
Romanian TV has featured a se r i e s  OB Western films and 
documentaries  obviously  chosen for t h e i r   c r i t i c a l  approach t o  
various problems. in the Yest. Xxmples :lave been a 1967 BBC 
documentary  "Cathy Cone HomePE on the problen OP al ienat ion,  
and a recent US film "The Front" which depicts movie industry 
black l i s t i n g  during the  McCarthy era,  In moat instances, these 
t ypes  of  pr-.ogrmes were .preceded by - a  colimzentary indicating . . 

that  they were i l l u s t r a t i v e  of  conteapomry problems i n  k'estern 
society,  Add-itionally, newspaper ed i tor fa l s   the  Sollowing day 
have reinforced  the poin-t. There are indications that the  
campaign has begun %O t aper  off .  

( i i i )  I t . . .  Lote.  the emaqmion  @-the'aGe.mination o f  
irKJCOkl.~"@~&.~8~0 
hopeLqi: $he. ixgntinuqJion OP . 1 0 . .  "c m ~ , e . 
There is no j aming  o f  Westera rad io  t rmsn i s s ions  

by Romania. 

In fact ,  i n  %he past  Romania has generally ignored 
the  gc t iv i t i u s  09 Radio Free Europe and the Voice of  America 
even while  adhering t o  " c e  Soviet   l ine  Lba t  IJestern radio 
s'cations must %est the  i n t e r e s t s  OP mrr-kual understanding among 
peoplesiF, and. mus t  n o t  In te r fe re  in the Snternal affairs of  
other   s ta tes .  

Recently, however, there has been a very  aggressive 
anti-WE campai@ i n  the niedia, featur9ng  sharp  attacks i n  the 
Bucharest anci provincial  press on P32 comnentary on Romaaim 
in te rna l  affairs. Several a r t i c l e s  ham recently appeared 
wl?ich l abe l  W E  broadcasting as interference in internal  affairs  
,and which accuse those caployed by RFE o f  beingi î t ra i tors is .  
Eevertheless, i n  t h e  af-bermath of the Xa-ch 4th  earthquake,  the 
Goverm.1en-t d id  n o t  prevent many c i t i zens  from telephoning W E  
In  response to messages from friends axl r e l a t i v e s  abroad, 

Romania maintains its own programle of  external 
broadcasts. In  'l972 -this to t a l l ed  29 hours per week i n  73 
Languages, and it has probably expzaded. considerably  since 
then  although no figures are availzble,  I ts  programming 
emphasized cu l tu ra l  and entertaiwnent rather than   po l i t i ca l  
ideology, 
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?lhiLe films a r e  being held ' f o r  purchase consideration 
by Romania Films, they .we thoroughly checked 'by i: sensor 
before purchzso is approved, F i l m  coa?.i;ax~-i; is censored and/or 
changed if need- be 

(Li), KQvi tJes  oLYCstern b b g s s i e s  

.. . The US, 2nd FRG all maintain film libraries p 

mostly  contailling documn?-ary material (1a.n.guage technology, 
science). The US has h i g h  l ending   ac t iv i ty ,  loanin? about 150 
films each mon-i;h to a wide variety of Rommian instxtut ions 
throughout  thc  cormtry. Tis scale of U i C  m d  German operations 
is much smaller. The ICetherlmds film library ceased operations 
in ear ly  1976 bucause of poor resulks il?, Zending f i lEs .  Italy 
and Francs also have film l i b r a r i e s  i n  Bucharest. LNB* Nha% 
about l o a s  t o  individuals?  Proportion 01: t o t a l  l o a n s g  

US reports that placenent of r ad io  and te levis ion 
material. has been frequent, and has noticed an increasing 
i n t e r e s t  by meclia. in newsworthy items, T'fie Bicentennial 
increased opportunities, 

R o ~ a : ~ . i a ~  te lev is ion  genera l ly  pre-records a talk by 
Ambassad-ors f o r  showing on TV mci radio on occasions o f  national 
days. The talk is followed by a short  fibn about t h e  country 
concerned,  'using materitll. supplied by &diassies, ,@TB. Embassy 
film shows? FiLw. Pes-i;ivLLs? Access to therfl?'T I 

Access i s  iu theory  unrestr ic ted t o  film l i b r a r i e s ,  
but problems (3.0 exis t  along the l i n e s  described f o r  access t o  
book 1-ibraries. See sect iou on Oral and- Pz-inted Information, 
IaB, ( i i )  e 
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Chapter VI1 
"vr R O M ~ Y I A  
ISDm(Rev i sed )  

si'nce Helsinki 
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E A T T O . . -  C O N F I D E N T I A L  

Chapter VI1 

Filmed md Broadcast Information (ConLd) 

I 

i 1 InfornaLialn not availabl 

O 1 0  i I 

i 
i 
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-259- 

1.  Ronznim overall  performance has been  mildly 
restrictive,  bgt with some  recent  deterioration. 

2, One  factor in their.  earlier  performance.rnight. hare. 
been the lack of interest in Romania by Western  journalists. 
That  interest has recently  increased  resulting in some 
w~compIimer~ta.ry  reporting  that  has angered Romnian authorities, 

Western journial is la  can  normally  have  visas  for 
single assigrment visits w2th Iittle, if anyp difficulty. One 
US journalist, however, bas recently  been  refused  entry. 
Permanent  accreditation seeins welcome; cross-accreditation 
is accepted.  Pernanently  accredited  journalists  have  multiple 
exkry and exit  visas. 

4. Travel is unrestricted, apart from some closed 
areas. There are no restrictions  on  imparts of technical 
equipment and personnel, at least for single  assignment visits. 
Reporting material can be transmitted abroad unhindered. 

5 *  Access  ppesents  difficulty,  however.  Only  specifically 
designated officials are normally  available  for  interviews, 
while  access  to  non-official  sources is strongly  discouraged 
by emphasis  publically on the  Stake  Secrets fict. Although 
some  contact with dissidents hac been  possible in the  past, 
subsequent Romnian sensitivities  and  arrests of dissidents 
will probably  make  this  harder, . .  

7.  There has been no  significant  improvement in 
Romar,,ian perfomance since  Helsinki.  There  may in fact have 
been  some  deterioration as a result of attacks in 1977 agains-k 
Western  reporting  and  the re fusa l  to let  a US journalist 
;*@-enter Xonania because of the content of his reporting from 
a previous visit.  There  has  been  ohvious  hardeni:lg of 
attitude to Western  journalists  since about April 1977. 

__ C ? N F I D E N T I A L  
-259- 
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-260- 

Working  Condition2 f o r  Courgal.$stg  (Contd) 

See Table I, 

Westerz;  journalists nolrrnally have no difficulty in 
getting  visas for single-assignment visits, Apart from the 
- h o  exceptions belowp  no refusals have been' reported, Even 
an applica-tion from a correspondent  of  Radio Free Europe was' 
earlier approved, Visas c m  be  acquired at the  airport on 
amival, Joumelists carrying 0tofficia19r  passports (US 

erience) must apply outside  €?ornania; many others do as well. 
on processing  period  for  appli.cations 

1977 Scinteia claimed thzt  more than 
countries  visited i n  1976. 

The.'two exceptions are a result of much  heightened 
Romanian sensit?-vity to the activity of Western  media in ' ' 

covering  Romc?.niai?  internal  events, both the dissident  movement 
and  the 4th March  earthquake, 

(a) iil the  major  exception, on 15th April, Romanian 
officials  refused  entry at a i r p o r t  to 14alcolm Brownp 
Belgrade-based  correspondent of  New York Tines on 
pretext that passport not in order, US-Ambass-ador 
was told next day tha t  Brown was refused .as 
exceptional  case  because  of  non-objective  nature 
of past reporting,  and did  not reproesent change 
in policy vis-a-vis Western  correspondents 
(Romanian press had  previously  criticised Brown and 
others f o r  reporting on 4th Narch  earthquake). 
On 19th April, WA informed Embassy however  that 
Brown would be permitted  entry  whenever  he  wished 
to  return; 

(b) visa application for W E  reporter to cover 
4th March earthquake was not  acted on by Fiomanim 
Embassy in FRG. 

N . R T O  C O N F I D E N T I A _ L  
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?b. There is no information on Romanian 
4reatr. !lent of applications f ro=  Western journalists 
for'  permanent  resident accreditatiog 

No refusals have  been reported. Information to date 
suggests  there may be no resident  Western Journalists i n  
Bucharest . , 

Romania is favourably  disposed to non-resident 
accreditation, Two American  journalists  are  accredited from 
Vienna  and Bonn and Romanian officials in 7976 told Germany 
that there would probably be no difficulty in cross-accrediting 
journalists resident in Belgrade  and  Vienna, Altogether, six 
German journnlis-';;s now possess such dual  accreditation from 
these  cities . 

(For treatment of visa requests,  see (ii) 

All resident  and  non-resident  permanently  accredited 
Western  journalists  have  multiple  exit and entry  visas. 

P B .  Does reciprocit apply? Is a bilateral 
agreement  necessaryz f 

(iii) 

m. No information, Residence  permits? Press 
cards? Perhaps there are no  resident  correspondentsAT 

* 

c 

c 

i 

N A T  O C , O N F I . D E M T I A L  
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N A T O '  C O N F - I D E M T Z A L  

-262- 

c 

1' 

ROM~DTIA m( Revised) 

Conditions for Journalists (Contd) 

. . .  I Romania. claims tha t  .Kestern journalists have complete, . . 

freedom of movement, and Allies report that trawl is in 
fac t  easy f o r  ' oumal i s t s  and is encouraged and facilitated 
by Ronania, &h3. Notificatim necessary27  The closed aress 
are not  extensive. 

Does Ronania vlprovide  greater  opportunities:' 
Lor  tra7~el--through regular  tour  programmes?  Can 
myone g027 
Romania  arranged  special t s i .ps  to the provinces 

f o r  newsmen covering  the 4th Wrch earthquake. 

Travel free, No requests  necessary. 

(vi) 

. . .. 

Access  to  official  sources is largely  limited t o  
those  specifically  designated t o  see  foreign  journalists; one 
A l l y  has  noted s o ~ e  greater  c?ifficulty in access t o  others. 
Following a hardening of Romanian attitude t o  Western 
journalists in April 1977, a W1 correspondent was unable 
-to arrange  interviews  with any significant  official  and was 
given  minimal  help by Agerpres. 

General  access to non-official  private  contacts 
depends p in one Ally's experience, on the initiative of the 
journalists and the willingness  of  the  contacted  individual 
to talk. This  is  strongly  discouraged  by  periodic  re-emphzsis 
'by the Government  on the S t a t e  Secrets  Act, 
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N A T O  C O N F I D E N T I A J A  

Chapter VIS 

Working C o a d i t i o n a x  Journall.sts (C0nt.d) 

As for contacts with dissidents, nmerous Western 
journalists were allowed unhindered  access to Romanian dissident 
Paul Goma while in Rmania t o  cover  the earthquake. L f o , m l  
request by German TV to interview Goma was refused, but thcv 
were a2loy;ed 'Co film Romanian miter Nicolae Ereban, who ac%;ed 
as middleman  Setween Party and Goma at that time. Recent 
a r re s t s  and detentions  of  dissidents i s  l i ke ly  to make Rommian 
cltizens even more reluctant; than nomal to be seen with 
foreigners,  journalists or others. 

journalists is v e r y  limited, 

(although not in case of reporting on earthquake) . Gemans 

c 

Source and background material  available t o  

3ournalistic  projects for TV require previous'  approval 

have had number of refusals: Goma (above) subjects 
dealing with G e m n  ethic . More i3lfQrvlatiQn 
would be useful on treatment of 
woJects  generallyJ 

There are no res5rictions QSI the iuzport of technical, 
equipment . 

(viii) 

. .  .There'are.no restrictions on transmission 09 mstt;erfal 
abroad, though there are occGsional  conplaints about the 
technical qual i ty  of f a c i l i t i e s ,  There  are no difficulties 
with respect to export  of tapes and undeveloped  film, 

e 

1' 
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-264- 

W-Conditions for.Journalists  (Contd) 

Not  zpplicable. 

There are  no  restrictions  on  the iqort of 
tecku?icaL persomel for  single-assignment  visits,  though 
advance  notice is.normally given  to  Romanian  authorities. 

No information on attitude of Romamians  to 
pemlacently  resident  Western  technical  personnel. 
Perhaps there a m  noneu 

a, 
“l 

(1) C-ation of,  l l g c e s  

AGERPRES is  the  Ronanian’agency  which has been 
given  responsibility o f  assisting  permanently  accredited a d  
visiting  journalists. Although its  minimal assistace is no t  
alws..ys up t o  expected  Western  standards, it apparenkly  tries 
%O be as co-opel-ative as possible. It was particularly so 
imediately after the  earthquake  in  March 1977, when  the 
large  number of foreign  journalists  were  given extensive 
facilities I. 

. .  - 4 z  

. .  

€Tb. Little inScmation on teetmical sewices 
offered,  hilm  and sound crews’?T Geman TV journalists are 
able to transmit  topical  materla1  to  their  &ations  through 
AGERPRES facilities. A conparable  service is made available 
in broadcasting to  representatives  of  the Woice of America7’. Lm. Was this.  for  earthquake  only cr is this  standard f o r  
visiting TV and  radio 

(ii)  ggbl~ic  attitude of r6girce t o m  ,journalists 

On occasion  Romanian mass media  has  accused Western 
journalists of  %erbal  violence”.  Presumably  emphasis an 
State  Secrets Act i s  an attempt t o  discourage  Ronanians  fron 
seeing  Western  gournalists. 
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Working P Condi%3s for Journalists  (Contd) 

Since  early 1977, however,  there  have  been  extensive 
and  often  harsh  attacks  against  Western  media  activities as 
part of a larger  anti-Western  campaign. This has included 
articles in press criticising  Western  journalists, often by 
name,  for  their  reporting on Romania  (dissident  .movenent, 
4th March  earthquake) L 

(iii)  JournaPists'  access t o  international  news 

Apparently no p~oblem. Newspapers are availcble at 
major hotels. AGERPRES provides a wire  service  from API, UPI, 
AFP and  Reuters. 

.One major case. On 15th A.pril, 1977, Yiklcolm Brown 
of  New  York  Times was refused  entry  because of articles  he  had 
wri32len  during  p+evious  visit  to  cover 4th  August  earthquake 
(see I.A.. (i) . above) . 
II. Developments in Romania  since  Final .@t 

There has been no improvement in Romanian perfommce 
since  Helsinki. 

There  may  be  some  deterioration as a result of the 
criticism  of  Western  reporting on Romania in the  aftermath 
of  the  earthquake,  and the incident in  which  Malcolm Brotfm- 
of the  New York Tines  were  refused  entry  on  15th  April, 
because  of  the  content  of  previous  reporting,  There  has been 
perceptable  hardening  of  attitude to Western  press,  involving 
even  greater  difficulty  to  arrange  interviews  with  officials 
and to. get  .help  fron AGERPRES. .One Ally had  already  rep.or%ed 
some  worsening in  ability  to  contact  officials  okher than 't;i?oSe 
specially  designated  before  this  latest  trend  began. 

There  have  been  separate  uncorroborated  reports 09 
slight  improvements in (a) written  source  material  available; 
(b) freedom of movement and (c)  importation of technical 
equipment . 
III. -S- Western  perfornanc? 

See Table III, PB. Can capitals helpg 

W 

*' 
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W o r k i n . d i t i o n s  for J&urnalists (Contd) 

fng figures on calendar 

W 

Denmark 
"P 

Netherlands 4 
I Comments Italy 

t 
t 

(Vienna- 
Bonn AP) 

6 i l (O) "  
(resident 
Ln Bel sade/ 
Tienm. 7 i 

i 

Total journalists 
accredited 1 ()+: 1974 figures: North 

I Atlantic Ass. Doc. C I C / F F  (75) 1 O 
1 September 1975 

O O 

O 

O 

O 

O 

Few 

Not 
known 

Not 
kn0WI-l 

O 

O 

O 

I o  l 
No. resident  journalists 

I 
No. resident camerauen/lechs. 

No. holding aultf-exi-k/ l 
entry visas 

B. From I974 to rnid"l977 
":p t 

Visas for t o t a l  accredited 
joum-alists 

i 

i 
O 

O 

year1 

O 

O 

l 
O" 

5 Approx. 
20 since 
Helsinki 

i 
l 

l 
i 
j 
l 

i 

I 

i 

uf- 
i 

Visas refus& 

Visas delayed more -t,han 
6 months 

I 

O 

Journalists expelled O 

C O W N T S  $No visûs' 
?equired 
?or  visits 

lonths 
1p to 3 

! l  
."" 
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-267- Chapter Vi1 
RQYJNIA m( Revised) 

1. -7 
Degree o f  improvement in Romanian performance 
since  Helsinki Final  Act: 

Much 

Moderate 

L i t t l e  
I 

None Germany, UX, US, Demark i 

Worse i 
! 
1 
! 

- 4 
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p a l i s t s  (Contd) i t i ons  f o r  JO 
TABL.8 I L  

RO-&ANIAN ___p JOUI+U’,LISTS IN WESTERN COUNTRIES 
LRB+ Please  update  Section h t o  ~1id-1977~  noting any changes f o r  1977;  update  Section B t o  mid-1977, entering f 
~f p o s s i b l e g  

6 

gures on calendar  year  basis 

r 7 7 Cornmeets Demark 
- .- 

Germany i l 

Greece I t a l y  Netherlands 1 Nomay 
r;Q 7 

I 

l 
I 

A. 

B. 

In mid-l 977 
Total   journaliste  accredited (l )+ 

l 
i 

(O)+ O (l )+c - (l)* (01% 1 
O 

O 
l 

No. res ident   journal is ts  t 
No . resident camerameil/techs . 
No. holding  multi-exit/ ; 

entry  visas  I 
From 1974 t o  mid-19-77 1 

! 
Visas f o r  t o t a l  accredi-tea 

jcurna l i s t s  j 

Visas f o r  single-assignment 

l* l Visas  refused i 
1 
l 

Visas  delayed more than G 1 
months ! Journal is ts   emelled 1 

i 

COMMENTS 

I 

O l 

**AGERPhS corresgondents  recalled 
January] 1977. Supposed t o  be replaced. 

I 

WubseqFently  issued  visa  after  waiver i 

given l 
. .. I 1 . .: 
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LK!. mease  provide shor-b assessment of Romanian 
performance on basis of comon emeriences of  NATO 
missions par t ic ipa t ing  i n  p r e p r i k g  co-ordinated 
rePl3r,Y 
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ROIflI~XA 
"(Revised) 

See Table I. 
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Chapter VIX -273- 

Culture and Z c - u - q a ~ t ~ ~ >  ( ContcI ) 

i n  10 t o  20,000 cogies (except one fa L:-O,OOO) were t ranslated,  
They were so ld  out quickly i n  book s.%;ums and no reprints were 
made. Most of  this work has been done recently,  largely  through c 

the  effor-Ls o f  one particular Roma-daix - translator who has been 
awarded a Dutch pr ize  f o r  his work. Germany estimates  about 7 
works i n  150,000 copies have heea t rxaslated  s ince 1974 and are 
available i n  3 Bucharest m d  5 provincial  sto13es, 

Xelherlands  reports that since' 194.0s about 30 works Y 

( i i i  ) ga3e~+-ro*$"~nclo~~& .. - 

rbst categories of  book^ are  translated,   except  those 
showing the  II'estem way o f  life i n  a particularly  favourable 
l i gh t ,  Germany es-timates  about 700/i is fiction, with r e s t  
science/-technology (2%) andl ed-uca'cional (5%). 

( i v )  ~e!.e+oqcritcr_i_a_an_d~1~~ 
No infomalion, Are oer ta in  books selected 

for unfavowable view OX the  Ves-L? l z e  passages i n  t ranslated 
Western hooks chaaged- 01- removed=?y 
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The US Libx-ayy i s  o p x l  t o  Romnian  Fublic, as are   the 
o t h e r s ,  a d  a-t-i;elr;_dmce is good. There i s  active membership o f  
5 p 500 and i - L  vas es-tima%ed- tha t  d - u x h g  1976 some 60,030 
people e i t h e r  borrowed books o r  a-btended! library p=.ogrammes (more 
than 705:; of l1brs.q s t o c k  is ou t  on I .om at any one time). 
Yhat i s  ;l?cr$ormance of others,   especially i n  Loans t o  
individuals? 

Access is, i n  theory, unresfx-ic-i;ed. However, there  
are still reports  of people beil;g toLcl n o t  t o  go t o  l i b r a r i e s  
such as recently a-i; skhools and univers i t ies ,  o f  others who 
are  simply  reluctast t o  v i s i t  because of f z w  09 contac-ts with 
Poreigners o r  concern. tha t  frequeil-t v i s i t s  I ~ J T  lead  to   personal  
o r  professional  disadvantages, The nwiber of  v i s i t o r s  seems t o  
depend on proxini-by of library -to Erabassy propor. There  have 
also been recent a-t-tempts t o  res t r ic t   access  by random enquiries 
by pol ice  a t  Emba-ssy 02- l i b r a i - j r  en-tmu?.ces o f  v i s i t o r s ;  checks 
a t  the entrance OB US l i b r a r y  1;;Tex-e s-bopped- after Anbassador's 
protes t .  

According t o  Scinteia  ar- t ic le  .1,6tlz January, 83 Romanian 
i n s t i t u t e s  and l ibi-aries exchanged books and. per5odicals in? 197G 
with similai- înst i - tut ions i m  l 2 8  cou-i-ries,  sending  about 
54,000 volumes and receiving about 72,000. 

The US Librai?y of Congress MS an exchange agreement 
with i t s  Romanian counterpart,  but it i s  not a very act ive one. 
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II, Films 

Film Pes-tivals are organized by Rollmanian Government 
in Ronmia OP :?ilas 0.f i J c s  o m  choostz~g from various countries, 
These are  of-i;en snoworecl in C Q Z ~ U W ~ ~ O : ~ ~  with- n.ational day 
celebrations,  such as t h e  1977 f e s t i v a l  of Dmtsh films during 
whlch 4 well-1knov-n Danish filins were shot;m in 3 Romanian c i t i e s ,  
In  October 1977, there  v~.:J.tll he Br i t i sh  Film Yeek organized 
on the,  ilzitiztive 09 the  Roman.ian. C o m c i l  f o r  Culture. and 
S o c i a l i s t  Education, A s  f o r  Xmbassies, the  i"est Germans have 
organized t h e i r  own Film Festivzll using filas of  t h e i r  ovm 
choosing. L%. Have others done the same? Is t h e i r  Rornanfan 
approval of films'? Accessy 

tpli" Scinteia,  .."E9;rl on 15th  January, 1977, claimed 14 showings 
of forefg"  f i s s  were organized i n  Rollsrnia In 1976, Romanian 
f i l m  companies ?m-ticlpated in 45 internat ional  film f e s t i v a l s  and 
45 sho~?rings of Romanian films were oyganfzed abroad. 
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Culture . a p d a u c a t i o n  (Con-i;d) 

1 l Total!. I I 

p?es_ara estima-!la-g 

.ng f igures  on cala-r.,der year basis i f  possibleJ 

-278- 

Comments 

no information 
available 
" ."Ta 

no information 
yet  wailabl-e 

- .  " 

no infomation 

i US Library of 
Congress figures 
f o r  English 
t rans la t ions  o f  
Romanian books 

) 1973: 23 
1974: 18 i 1975:: 12 
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&b. Please confirm no c-khers bave been seen on public sale 
cxccpt ” Financial. Tj.m~~s i n  Sochi Y .7 
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1 spor t s ,  
fasllioll, etc, ) 
(a) Public 

kiosks 
(b) Tour i s t  

sales 
( c )  su3- 

scr ipt ions.  
(G) Public . .  

libraries/ 
reading 
rooms 

Specia l i s t  
erioclicKls 
science 

technology, 
‘i 
.e$c, ) ,. 

: (a) Public 
kiosks  

. (b) Tourist 
sales 

sc r ip t ions  

l ib rar ies /  
readir,g 
rooms 

. ( c )  Sub- 

(d )  Public 

.(a) Public 
k i o s k s  

(b) Tourist 
sa les  

scriptions 

libraries/ 
reading 
rooms 

- ( c )  Sub- 

( d )  Public 

\ 

O 

O 

O 

O 

O 

O 

O 

O 

O 

O 

O 
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ComparLson of va-rious aspects o f  performance 
among Warsaw Pact countrj-es. 
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i 

Proportion of 
films selected f o r  
enti-Western 
c 0ll"tIlt 

Access -to Embassy 
film libraries 

i s  r e s t r i c t ed  
i s  discouraged 
i s  f r e e  

Eroaclcasts 
externally 
emphasis po l ,  

non-pol 
Hosts 
clLwdestine 
radios 

m 

\ ' J  

n 
1 
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1 
1 
? 
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