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ORIGINAL: ENGLISH ’ - Isp/1L4hL(Revised)

Hth August, 1077
To: Members of ‘the Political Committee

From: Acting Chairman

PREPARATIONS FOR BELGRADE MEETING: INFORMATION:
A WE. T COUNTRY PAPERS

Attached are revised Country Papers describing the
degree of compliance by Warsaw Pact countries with the
provisions of the Fingl Act in the Information field. As
before, they are sub-divided into: Oral and Printed
Information, Filmed and Broadcast Information, Working
Conditions for Journalists, Co-operaticn in the Field of
Information and Some Aspects of Co=operation in Culture and
Bducation,

L 2 This revised text incorporates the comments
received from some Allied missions in Eastern capitals on
the first draft of ISD/144 and other information which has
come to the attention of the International Staff since
March 1977.

3. The comments received from Eastern capitals were
very helpful, However, considerable gaps remain, especially
in the case of Bulgaria (no replies), tge GDR (only one
reply) and the USSR (despite its importance, only two
unco-ordinated replies). Replies from some other Eastern
capitals were fully co-ordinated. The clean text,
containing a thorough and co-ordinated revision, from
Warsaw deserves special mention.

4, I suggest that member countries wishing to
contribute should ask their Missions in Eastern Europe to
have another careful lock at ISD/144(Revised), and consult
together to prepare one co-ordinated and comprehensive reply
for each capital. There shou € no nee or fu er

editing by the International Staff.

This document includes: 3 Annexes
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ii 5. In preparing this second round of responses,

) ﬁarticipating Eastern missions are asked to try to answer all

questions in brackets, to meet the needs for information
where deficiencies are indicated, and to correct the present
text where necessary. Elaboration of existing information is
welcomed. The Tables were in large part ignored during the
first round and need bringing up-to-date (mid-1977). Changes
in performance since Helsinki are important. A final look

is also needed to the Tables wherein judgements on individual
performance are recorded, and to the Annexes which compare
the various performances of East European countries in the

Information field.

6. Some areas seem to call for information from Allied
capitals rather than from Missions in Eastern Europe. 1In
particular, little information has so far been provided on
Western performance. Such information would seem particularly
desirable in order to help to answer predictable Eastern
criticisms at Belgrade.

T Although time is short, it is suggested that replies
to ISD/144(Revised) be submitted to the International Staff
by Friday, 9th September, 1977. Thus the material can be of
use in the Tinal stages of preparations by Allies for Belgrade,
and the final versions of these Country Papers prepared in
advance of the Main Meeting.

(Signed) T.A.H. SOLESBY
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INFORMATION

ORAL AND PRINTED INFORMATION

General assessment and summary

1. Soviet performance in the field of printed
information is very restrictive.

2. A reasonable cross-—section of Western titles are
imported but in very limited numbers.

3. Access by the general public is possible only to a
few Western Communist publications on public sale at
certain kiosks, Tourists however may purchase limited
out-of-date numbers of Western newspapers and news magazines
at tourist spots in Moscow, Leningrad, Kiev and other
cities. Although subscriptions in principle are permitted,
apart from some individual subscriptions to publications
approved in bilateral agreements, state organizations and
institutions are the primary subscribers to Western
information. Access to holdings of Western materials in
special libraries is impossible without permission.

4, There has been no significant improvement in
Soviet performance in the field of printed information
since the Final Act.

S Since Helsinki the Soviet Union has not
facilitated any major improvement in the dissemination of
Western printed information, despite its announcement in
early 1976 that it would begin importing 18 additional
non-Communist newspapers during the year (it claims 4 were
being .imported at that time), to bring the total to 22,
This claimed total does not seem much exaggerated, though
the degree of increase since Helsinki may be less than
their figures suggest. There seems only a small improvement
in the very limited numbers of each title imported.

6. The Soviet Union has brought no improvement in
public access to Western information since Helsinki., The
only noticeable change has been the appearance of a few
additional titles and copies for purchase by tourists at
newstands in major tourist hotels.

NAT O CONFIDENTTIAL
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Oral and Printed Information (Contd)

I. sSoviet performance in the field of oral and published
Iﬁfﬁ?ﬁﬁ%ﬁoﬁ '

A, Aspects of performance mentioned specifically in
tThe Final ActT

(i) "To facilitate the dissemination of oral
information ..."
(lectures, lecture tours, round-table meetings,
seminars, symposia, summer schools, congresses, etc.)

/NB. Little information/

A limited number of lectures and seminars are
permitted under the Anglo-Soviet Cultural Agreement.

Canada is having discussions with the Soviet Union
on the possibility of holding a regular seminar to encourage
informal discussion on matters of importance between the
two countries. [/NB. Others?/

(i1) "To facilitate the improvement of the dissemination
on thelr territory OF ... /printed informationl/ e..
Ifrom other participating states."

See Table I.

There is very limited dissemination of Western
printed information in the Sowviet Union. A minimum cross-—
section of non~Communist newspapers and news magazines are
imported and a somewhat larger cross—section of periodicals
(2,000 titles according to EUCORG in 1974 - see note Table I),
but the numbers of the former are limited to requirements for
tourist sales and official use, and the latter to official
use only. Soviet officials stated their intention in early
1976 to import a total of 22 newspapers during that year as
versus 4 imported up to that time (yet EUCORG research shows
that about 10 titles were already being imported in 1974 -
see Table I), An article in Moskovsky komsomolets,

September 1976, boasted that in 1976 the USSR had increased
its purchase of Western newspapers from 4 to "over.10% titles,
Inports of Western Communist publicaticns are somewhat

higher in numbers but still far short of likely demand when
on public sale.

NAT O CONFIDENTTATL
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SOVIET UNION
15D/ T4 {Revised)

Oral and Printed Information (Contd)

Soviet editors recently told an Italian TV audience
that censorship of foreign information was practised, but only
to remove material on "outlawed subjects®: (i) war propaganda;
(ii) pornography; and (iii) <threats to state and military
security and secrets.

From evidence on accessibility (see (v) below)
territorial dissemination of information is limited to a few
major cities for non~Communist newspapers and magazines
(tourist sales) and possibly for Communist publications as
well (limited general sale). General/non-political and
technical periodicals seem to be disseminated only to special
libraries, state organizations and institutions.

(i11) * ... will encourage ... firms and organizations to
- conclude agreements and contracts designed graduall;
o increase ities and the number Of Titles ...

imported from the other participating states.™
(mentioning: speediest conditions o? delivery, use

of normal channels for distribution, payment)

pldn -
-

/FB. Little informaticn/

Central agency for importation is Mezhdunarodnayz Kniga.
Distribution is controlled by Soyuzpechat coming under Ministry
of Communication., /NB. Is there any evidence that Soviet Unilon
encourages contacts between this import agency and suppliers?

How do details of existing contracts comply with Final Act?/

Claiming Scoviet distribution in 1976 of foreign
publications was three times higher than before, USSR has told
US that commercial contacts are sufficient and there is no need
for special meeting between US Embassy Representatives and
Mezhdunarodnaya Kniga officials to encourage improvements.

(iv) " ... will take appropriate measures to achieve the
above objective and to implement the;proVI?Ions
contained in the agreements and contracts."

Soviet Union has termed acquisition of additional

newspapers to be a "social'® and foreign exchange question and

have complained about the high cost of subscriptions. As

far as is known, no pertinent Soviet laws or regulations have
been modified to hinder or to permit improvements in contracts
or agreements.

NATO CONFIDENTTAL
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Oral and Printed Information (Contd)

: éﬁB. Has Soviet Union taken other measures?
oes Soviet Union honour. contracts? Is it
interpreting existing contracts in a restrictive
or positive way?/

(v) "To contribute to the improvement of access by the
public to periodical and non-periodical printed
publications lmported on the basis indicated above,"
(L.e. (11i) and (iv))

Access by the general public to Western printed
information is very restricted. Although Soviet officials
have claimed that the Herald Tribune is on public sale, only
Western Communist publications, the American publication
Tllustrated America (Amerika), and the UK publication
Angliya have been seen regularly at kiosks, the latter in a

arge number of cities. Recently, however, US officials

found Amerika restricted for sale only to Americans during

US phoTography exhibition in Ufa and located only one newstand
outside Moscow selling the publication.

Subscriptions are theoretically possible but what
little evidence there is suggests that few if any Soviets
hold private subscriptions to any but publicatlions approved
in bilateral agreements such as Amerika and Angliya, In
fact, subscriptions to privileged Individuals and institutions
probably account for large numbers of both these publications
distributed in the USSR. For example, many of Angliva's
100,000 copies distributed to 80 cities are for subscriptions,
not for public sale (Angliya is the only British publication
on Soyuzpechat'!s import 1ist). Soviets claim only 25% of
Amerika goes to subscribers, but US.suspects. public sale is
well below 75% which remains.

Special. libraries hold supplies of most Westerm
publications imported but access is only available to
privileged individuals with a "need to know".

(a) " ... will SDEOUrage. on. increase in the number of
places wnere ese pupllcatlions are on sale; ‘

There is virtually no evidence that Western non—
Communist newspapers, news magazines and political periodicals
are on sale to the general public (the Soviet Union has told
US officials that the Herald Tribune is available and that
only time and cost prohibit the sale of New York Times and

NATO CONFIDENTTIAL
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Oral and Printed Information (Contd)

Washington Post). The one exception is the Financial Times,
which has been seen on public sale in Sochi. NB, Please
confirm there are no other exceptions,, 7 Some Western newspapers
and news magazines are on sale to tourists at three or four
hotels, the airport (departure lounge) and in%ternational post
office in Moscow and at Yotels in Leningrad, Kiev and other

cities. Western newspapers are not always available at these
hotels. If available, they are not always on display and must
be requested.

Copies of some Western Communist publications can be
found occasionally at public kiosks. General/non-political
and specialised publications do not appear to be on sale to
the public or tourists except for the magazine America Illustrated
and the UK publiication Anglivya.

(bY " ... will facilitate the availability of theze
periodical publications during congresses, conferences
] ] events anEAt

Tourists during the season;"

/NB. More information needed/

UK has observed no facilities made available for
pericdicals, but UK brochures and catalogues have been
distributed at cfficial industrial exhibitions.

Catalogues could not be distributed at a recent
German industrial exhibition. See (a) above for availability
to tourists. /NB. 1Is it better during tourist season?/

(¢} " ... will develop the possibilities for taking out
subscriptions aocordlng,to the modalities particular
to each country: "

Soviet authorities claim that private individuals
may subscribe directly to Western publications., In practice
only those with hard currency holdings obtained legitimately

are able to subscribe. Moreover, subscriptions for Western
publications must be placed through Soyuzpechat; this agency
apparently accepts orders only for publications covered in
bilateral agreements such as Amerika and Angliya. Gift
subscriptions from abroad are ailways possTS% %ut material
can be confiscated by the post office. Most subscriptions to
Western information are therefore held by state organizations
and institutions.

NATO CONFIDENTTIAL
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(4)

university libraries;”

Most Western publications are held at special
libraries in the Soviet Union. Access by the general public
is impossible. Individuals must ask permission to see these
materials and have a good reason for doing so. Reading is
done in private rooms and even then "notes" may apparently
not be taken. USSR has tolid US officials there is no need
for general reading rooms open to the public.

(vi) " ... to improve the possibilities for acquaintance
with bulletins of official information issued bv
diplomatic missions and distributed by thosge riissions
on the basis oI arrangements acceptable to the
interested parties,”

' In the Autumn of 1975 the Soviets granted US
permission to distribute 300 copies of new US/Soviet magazine
"Dialogue®™, The Soviets regarded this as implementation of
the Final Act. On the other hand, Germany has been
negotiating with the Soviet Union since 1967 for permission
to issue an Embassy bulletin in Moscow, despite the fact that
the USSR has been distributing large numbers of its own
bulletin in Bonn for a number of years.

[NB. What is experience of others?/

B. %spects_of‘gerformance not mentioned specifically
n Fina o . _

(1) Publication of Western material in Soviet Union

A good deal of Western material is published in the
Soviet Press, but on a highly selective basis. 1In addition,
materialil is censored or changed to suit Soviet interests by
deletions, inaccurate translations and by ocutright alteration
of texts.

(ii) DNumber of and accessibility to Embassy and other
Western readingz rooms and lipraries

Access to the British Embassy Cultural Section is
permitted provided that visitor has official invitation.
/NB. To show Soviet guards?/

[NB. 1Is this the same for other Allies?/

NATO "CONFIDENTIAL
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Oral and Printed Information (Contd)

(iii) Censorship of incoming Western printed information

/NB. No information/

IT. Developments in Soviet performance since Helsinki

L See Table II. There has been no significant
improvement in Soviet performance since Helsinki,

On 21st January, 1976 Soviet officials announced that
the USSR would import 18 additional non-Communist newspapers
during that year to the 4 being imported up to that time
since 1968 (EUCORG research shows approximately 10 titles
were already being imported - see Table I). There is no
verification that this undertaking has been fully carried out.

..Some additional titles have been ordered but have only been

seen at places frequented by tourists and privileged Russians
and out of bounds to the general public. /NB. Please confirm.,/

There have been no new developments with respect to
accessibility by the general public. Some additional Vestern
papers have appeared more frequently at newstands at major
tourist hotels; and on top of the counter rather than available
on request only,

The United States has noticed some increased Press
and publication attention being given to American literature.
The Soviet Union points to its permission to let the US
Embassy distribute its own publication "Dialogue® in 300
copies in the Fall of 1975 as constituting implementation. It
claims more generally to have distributed in 1976 three times
the foreign publications it did bvefore.

I1I. Western performance

/[/NB. There is very little information on Western
performance with regard to importation and
dissemination of Soviet printed informaticn,

See Table III, and complete. Can capitals help?/

NATDO CONFIDENTIAL
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TABLE I

Orzl and Printe

Chapter I

SOVIET UNION

I’D/144(Rewioed;

d Information (Contd)

DISSEMINATIONwAND ACCESSIBILITY OF WESTERN PRINTED INFORMATICON IN SOVIET UNTION

Much of the information used in this Table has come frem a report dated March 1974 by the European

by square brackets below.

. Though dated, this information is the best avj

Co~operation Research'Group
nilable and is enclosed

[NB. Please check and complete to mid-19777
COUNTRY TITLES ; IMPORTATION PUBLIC SALE ! AVAILABILITY i COMMENTS
! ! [T restricted | :
; : 3 & generalj !
; Bulk % Subscrip~- 5 General Tourist iCongresses j lerariGS§ ;
' ship- tions public ; i b :
4 | ments i ! ,
: * | M : E ! ,
BELGIUM | Le Soir | /3/ * [/ [ ; ;
Libre Belgique L7/ § !
| Drapeau Rouge /107 t ‘ i
| Le Peuple | £10/ | ;
_ éPourquo; Pas? ; | [107 E ] e
CANADA ! Toronto Globe and Mail | 50 Yes % é . Ordered for first
: . (Moscow, Kiev | t  time in about March
! and {Soviet 3 i 1976
| source) | §
i Leningrad) i g |
DENMARK Dagens Nyheter i Kiev g i L/5 copies seen on
Information 20 i Yes i o sale gince January
' Land og Folk 150 | Yes 1976
GE QMANY 'Frank¢uruer Allgemelne [83/ 50  /50/ | Yes @ i /8B, Germany reports!
Zeitung (Moscow, | cTdered since begin-
Leningrad) . ning 1976. But
i BUCORG figures for
i FAZ are from 1974,
‘ . Please check./
Die Zeit a few!copies Yes | Ordered since
. beginning 1976.
Die Welt [L5] ! |
Der Sterm. /697 ! i !
Der Spegel /88/ 5 § %
Unsere Zeit (CP) unknown Yes f
Die Wahrheit (CP) unknown Yes . :
GREECE None § i : ‘ ; |
-2 NATO CONFIDENTIAL
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COUNTRY TITLES } IMPORTATION ‘ PUBLIC SALE ; AVAILABILITY é COMMENTS
' [T restricted :
; 2 generall l
Bulk Subscrip- General Tourist ‘Congresses Libraries :
| ship~ | tions public { } |
, . ments | § % |
. . ! i {
ITALY Il Corriere della Sera 1/39/ 48 Yes (Kievx f L/6 copies seen on
La Stampa ' 2L/ 13 ' sale.
L!'Expresso 20 1974 figures supplied
i Da Dominica del Corriere 2 by Italy. Some copies
Amica 13 are for Italian
I1 Corrierre dei Ragazzil 2 residents. In 1976
LiUnita (CP) 11,000 32 copies of Il
Paese Sera (CP) 200 Corriere della Sera
: and 14 of La Stampa
i ( , were for Italian
! _ i * { 3 residents.
NETHERLANDS]D Jaarheld I | ' Yes i | Seen on one occasion
’ o 5 ' (Moscow) ? *
UNITED The Times 138/607 | 41 [1907 Yes jor citi |
KINGDOM Financial Times 107 /72 - / Yeg (Sochi) Yes; major_gities : 4L/6 codpies seen on sale
‘ | in Kiev
Comments: :
The Guardian - 26
Daily Telegraph - 26
Daily Express - 9
Daily Mail - L |
Daily Mirror - 10
The Observer 48 16
Economist - 184 /16 No (probably UK figures are for
New Statesman - 28 /36 info * for most Ma% 1977 and come from
Morning Star (CP) Yes titles) publis ers/
Angliya 100,000 (portion of distributors.
: i bulk shipment)
UNITED International ' 9 Yes
STATES Herald Tribune (Sov1 t source.
60 co ies) }
New York Times : ' e Soviets rescinded
Washington Post } i earlier claim these
| papers were on general
; sale. Source:
' ! P Newsweek.
Newsweek 261 ! t
Daily World (CP) ! unknown : {
America Illustrated 60,000 , |
(Amerika) l | ;
Dialogue (Embassy publ. Y 300 | i %

NATO
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TABLE II

Degree of improvement in Soviet performance

2 Considerable

i Moderate

1
H
i
i
!
!
i

i

Little

: None

; Werse

since Helsinki

UK.

US, Italy, Germany,
Netherlands¥*, Gieece,
Denmark

TS TRESreTatTon
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Oral and Printed Information (Contd)

TABLE ITT

Titles and numbers of Soviet printed information

imported by Western countries

/NB. Please check and complete/
COUNTRY | TITLE | NUMBER OF COPIES |
1 } ' ‘
Denmark Unknown ! Very limited (one
‘ | bookshop in
{ { Copenhagen
i
- | |
Germany Pravda ¢ Numbers difficult
f to estimate
Izvestya i
+
some magazines
(titles t
unspecified) %
Greece Pravda i 500/month
Izvestya 250/month
Spoutnik
(review) 75/month
Norway Pravda 20/30 per day
(1975: 9,100 copies;
+ 3,648 sold)
L magazines (1975: 2,356 copies;
(titles 1,089 sold)
unspecified) lus 220 subscriptions |
o1 Soviet newspapers
and magazines !
NAT O CO NFIDENTTIATL
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INFORMATION

FIIMED AND BROADCAST INFORMATION

General assessment and summary

1. Soviet performance in the field of filmed and
broadcast information is highly restrictive (the worst
among Warsaw Pact countries%.

2. There is very little Western recorded information
being broadcast on radio,

3. Only 2 few Western films are seen commercially or
on television by the general public: some are innocuous
entertainment films or documentaries, many are chosen for
their critical view of Western society. A wider range of
films are seen by limited or privileged groups at film
festivals and at private showings. Tickets may be available,
but in limited numbers.

L, There is very little other Western material broadcast
on Soviet television apart from the use, on a highly
selective basis, of Western news material.

5. Complete Jamming of Radio Liberty and partial
Jjamming of the BBC Russian Service continues.

6. Soviet officials maintain that they import more
Western films than vice-versa and that it is up to Western
countries to improve their performances ("statistical
reciprocity®).

7. Thev also contend that radio broadcasts must
strictly serve their interpretation of the phrase "mutual
understanding among peoples" found in this section of the
Final Act., This campaign has intensified since early 1977.

8. There has been no evident improvement in Soviet
performance since Helsinki.

NATO CONFIDENTTATL
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Filmed and Broadcast Information (Contd)

I. Performance by the Soviet Union as regards Filmed and

Broadcast Information

A..
(1)

Radio

Films

Other
ele~

vision

material

Compliance with specific Final Act criteria

" .. will encourage the wider showing and
broadcasting of a greater variety of recorded

and filmed information from the other participating

STates a0’

" ... will facilitate the import ... of recorded
audjio-visual material from ths other participating
states.”

See Tables I and IT.

Apart from some American radio tapes and perhaps
some Western records /NB. variety? amount?
little if any Western recorded information is
being broadcast in the Soviet Union /NB. 1is this
accurate?/

Very few Western feature films are imported by
the Soviet Union. There is very limited
commercial showing of Western feature films and
even less on television.

Most films imported seem to be in the non-feature
category: cultural films and documentaries;

some are shown as general entertainment
commercially and on television,

The large bulk of Western films in both
categories are shown at film festivals where the
number of showings are limited. Tickets may be
sold, but are difficult to obtain except for more
privileged individuals. There are also many
private showings (primarily at official
institutions) where specialists or those with a
need to know" can attend,

Although sales of other television progranmmes

and serials have increased in recent years, there

is still very limited importation of Western
television material. Some American and British
serials of the innocuous variety have been or are
being televised as well as some Western documentaries.

NATO CONFIDENTIAL
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One Soviet official has claimed that "Eurovision"®
took only 55 programmes from Soviet “Intervision®
in 1975, and thirty in first half 1976;
"Intervision" took 144 and 117 programmes from
"Eurovision" in same periods (Literary Gazette
No. 31, 1976.

News material is imported through the facilities
of Eurovision/Intervision /NB, "Broadcasting,
East and West®", European Co-operative Research
Group, Report No. 6, April 1974. Note: only one
thig% of all material requested is apparently
use

Soviet officials maintain that they import 10 times
more Vestern films and 3 times more television
material(1), than vice-versa and that it is up .
to the West to improve its performance ("statistical
reciprocity™). Soviets have insisted to one Ally
that there would be no increased distribution of
Western films in the USSR until more Soviet films
were shown in the West.

(ii) v ... illustrating the various aspects of life in
their countries ...

Films for commercial and television use and Western
television news material, as well as to a lesser extent
Soviet-organized film festivals, are largely selected fcr

. their negative image of Western society, though some televiszion

serials and documentaries are innocuous. NB. Are news items
obtained through facilities of Intervision/Eurovision subject
to the same selection process?/

- (ii1) ¥ ... note the expansion in the dissemination of
o information broadcast by radio, and express the
hope ior the continuation of this process ..."

The Soviet Union completely jams the broadcasts of
Radio Liberty, even outside major metropolitan areas; about
25% of the BBC Russian language service is alsc Jjammed,
depending on the content of the broadcasts. The BBC World
Service and Deutsche Welle are not jammed. Jamming of VOA

1) Brezhnev speech to Conference of Zuropean Communist
Parties, June 1976. :
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ceased in August 1973 but one Soviet station broadcasts -
directly on one authorized VOA frequency. Finland experiences
no jamming of its broadcasts to Estonia and Soviet Karelia

and there seem to be no objections to recipients raising
special antennae,

The Soviet Union claims that the broadcasts of
many Western radio stations (including Radio Liberty, Radio
Free Europe,. BBC, Canadian Brcadcasting Corporation, ... . .
Deutsche Welle) are contrary to the Final Act. In part they
put a restrictive interpretation on the continuation of the
wording quoted above which calls for dissemination of
information by radio "so as to meet the interests of mutual
understanding among peoples®, yoadcasts which they do not
like are sald to be counter to this "mutual understanding®.

Since early 1977 the propaganda campaign has become
more stident, with a series of articles in February 1977,
returning to the charge against Deutsche Welle, RFE, and
RL, and demanding in one article that France remove the
cultural office of RL from Paris, where it had recently
moved. For first time since Helsinki, the VOA was included
in the campaign. In spite of higher level of Easterm
sensitivity (related to coverage by these stations of Human
Rights activity in USSR), there has been no increase in
Jamming. :

_ The USSR is itself an active disseminator of
information abroad by radio transmissions. The message is
largely political and sophisticated., In 1972 Soviet
stations broadcast 1,200 hours per week in 84 languages;
total Western broadcasts during the same period were 820
hours per week in 14 languages. /NB, Sources: EUCORG
Report No. 6, April 1974; North Atlantic Assembly,
CIC/FF(75)10, September 1975.7

B. Aspects of performance not mentioned specifically
in the Final Act

(i) Censorship of filmed and broadcast information

Soviet officials make clear that Western material
winich is too violent, pornographic, or which is politically
unacceptable to them, is not imported for Soviet audiences,
/HB. TIs there censorship of films imported?/

All films shown at UK film festivals are approved
in advance by Soviet authorities. /NB. Confirm if this is
generally true for all national film festivals,/
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(ii) Activities of Western Embassies

US and FRG report having film libraries for loaning
films to official institutions and to the general public, but
loans to the latter are rare and non-official borrowers are . ‘
sometimes subject to harrassment or barred access by Soviet
police guards. UK has begun loaning films to official
institutions. _ _

US, UK and FRG missions all organize film showings,
but again access by the general public is almost impossible
without an invitation to show police guards., The US Embassy
has been able to screen video tapes without official
interference., 1In 1977, however, the Soviet government protested
the Embassy's showing of 'Dr. Zhivago" and "The Girl from Petrovka®™
in private Embassy apartments.

American Consulate General in Leningrad increased its
£ilm showings and loans during 1975 /NB. And after?/

éﬁB. What are the activities of other Allies, and
heir experiences in dealing with general publiqz7 '

(iii) Access to Embassy film libraries
/NB. Little information//Experience of others?/
Access to Embassies is hindered by podlice who ask
for proof of reason for visit. Some non-official borrowers
coming to the US Embassy to pick up films have been harrassed
by Soviet police guards,

Films loaned by UK Cultural Section are sent out by
post.

II. Developments in the Soviet Union since Final Act

See Table IIT. -

There is no general evidence of improvement in
Soviet performance since Final Act.

UK sees some glight improvement in that Soviet
authorities have not objected to or prevented limited expansion
of UK activities in beginning loans to official institutions,
inviting Soviet citizens to private showings, and in sending
out loaned films hy post. :
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III. Western performance

/NB. There is no specific information apart
from figures from Soviet sources on Western
imports of Soviet films and television material,
See Table IV and provide as much information as
possible/
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TABLE I | | |
m;*TrdN FPIIMS SHOWN IN ?OVIET UNION FROM
| S YT (O ORI Al YARRED)
[NB. Please update this table by enterlﬁg information for period to mid-1977, on calendar year basgis if possiblg?
éCountry Total No, Entertainment/Feature films Mon-feature f£ilms (e g. documenturlcs, Film Embassy Comments |
of films ' cultural, language, children) Purchases loans
shown . : N .
|Commer~ [Tele- t Fi ! Private/ : Commer-| Tele- |Film Private/
cial v¢svon; Fe Sul:als Special cial vision | Festivals | Special ,
Cinemas ! . Groups Cinemas| TOUDE | oo ?
Denmark 4 ‘ 4 somet *In connection with |
i Queenn Margarethe's
ivisit, 1275
Germany ; |
Comments:s ' Tt ! o
(a) to mid=! Unknown jat least Some Some ! {Unknown | Some
1976 3 (1975 Film (1975) |
R o Festival) o g !1
(b). to mid-, | 7 (shown | ‘ g
1977 | : by Del. Of‘ J ! !
! | German ; ? i | 2
3 producers); L ; { 3
; B i a i
Greece 1 (1976) | Yes i Yes 17 (regu- 9
| ; 1ar¢v ?
| i |shown; , ?
! | v i itypes ! i
| | : ' §un:nown) 5 !
g ~ : ; ! 7 iay 19743 alia:
Ital ! Yegi* ‘,X‘B-S" ! ! lay 97 Italiar
v 5 | | i |£1ilm featlval with
| o 118 films [Typel?/ ‘
Netherlands 5 i 0 0 Yeg#* | P 0 0 Yes# 1 (1978) i !ﬂJJ ly 1975: Film
(1975/76 to | 5 ; funmigt- festival at which 4
30th June) ; akably , Dutch films shown
! : E Holland® | ' [Type?
Norway (1975) 4 ! i i ’ i .
; 3 f ) - ’ : i
United Imposs. 3 2/ 6 (1976 | 0 Some 5 8 (shown 3 (?) i Very few
Kingdom to estimate Film Fest) decumersy at 1976 i :
: § taries | Popular i
(epv1“m: Science } ;
! onment Filim i %
| ! | nafure 3 ‘ Fest, ) S . . —
nited R YA Iinited DOme Limited | ! gﬂgfrg\ii I"Noxth Atlantic
States i ! yearly munber special number ’ 15 o7 ) 3“536mbly doc ument
f 11% (1974 ! showings ; P (CIZ/FF/75/1C
‘ (DTUu E fer i J 25+h oe;?ember, 1975
% ' co-production | privileged % | o+ US Joint Leg/
% PP Bluebirdt in [ ZTOURS f ! Exec C3CE Comm, i
| __1976) | ; | z | | Moy 1977
‘ ' N0 TR T TN T TS
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TABLE | IT
WESTERN TELEVISION AND RADIO MATERIAL BROADCAST IN
SOVIET ONION ~ —MID=-1977 ] (UNLEGS OTHERWIGOE MARKED
[ﬁB. Please update this table by entering information for|period to mid-1977 on calendar year basis, if possiblg7
COUNTRY | TELEVISION . Radio | Comments i
i { Programmes | i
' TV Programmes | TV Series | TV Films News ; !
} | {(See also programmes i
| i Table 1) jand filos , i
T i I E ;
Germany : None % None i : i
f a —
Italy i 1 (Leonardo Available through
| ' da Vinci) | ntervision/ §
? { urovision, |
i | etails unknown/
Netherlands % None None | Z
! f | :
s T i :.
United Kingdom 3 i ; : {
(a) to mid-1976 | Few (incl. ; 2/3 |
| Fors¥the | ? ;
? Saga | ? i
i { !
(b) to mid-1977 | None E | |
i n : ; - —
United States ! 2 (Born g Purchases: ESome music #US Joint Leg.Exec.
g | Free, | $5,000 g . tapes CSCE Comm. May 1977
; Flipper) 1975)* | ; |
. £6,000 | : |
| | L (1976)% i : | N
- 2 5 !
| Comments | ; é i
: % ' ;
|
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TABLE III

Degree of improvement in Soviet performance
since Helsinki Final Act:

Much

Moderate

Little UK

None Germany, Greece, Itaiy,
Netherlands, UK

Worse |
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TABLE IV

SOVIET FILMED AND BROADCAST INFORMA

kY

1

.:J

TION IN WESTERN COUNTRIES

LNB. Please complete, and provide updated section for period to mid-1977, on calendar year basis
If possible,/
COUNTRY ! FILMS TELEVISION i Radio COMMENTS
3 Material
{ 1
| Feature | Non- | TV Programme/! Films News
| { feature Series ‘ Material
| t ' : F
Denmark ! | { No information
. | ! | ; ! yet available
Germany j 11% (1974) ? 20%%* 3 ' *¥ Sovjetskaya
| (2 shown)¥* /period?/ : Kultura, 976
. : 3 H U:LYQ 1 i 7
Greece |28 (1974):3 (1974 § i . Shown commercially
P25 1975;10 1975 ! only
e b7 £3976) 10 11976 *
Norway | =5
plus possibly some 6 | 6
;_shqyn_grivately |
United | 22% (196676 Stocks held by
Sta%es 191 Lo ( : ) ! certain distribut-
; i ; , ! ors (US Joint Leg/
? ' 3 5 , Exec CSCE Comm.
—d 3 ; | i iMay_1977).
CConmentas = AV, 1976 ; ] !
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WORKING CONDITIONS FOR JOURNALISTS

General assessment and summary

1. Overall Soviet performance is moderately to very
restrictive. ~

2. Western Journalists appear to have only moderate
difficulty in obtaining visas for single-assignment visits.
Delays are short. There is no information on how the USSR
approaches requests for permanent accreditation, but most if
not all resident correspondents now have multiple exit and
entry visas (bilateral agreements were required).

3. Although the USSR slightly liberalised travel for
Western journalists in early 1976, the size of the country,
the large areas closed to foreigners, and bureaucratic
problems, still make travel possible only with considerable
difficulty.

4, fccess to officials has been improved on paper, but
in reality moderate to considerable difficulties face journalists
wanting to contact specific officials on specific subjects.
Access to private sources is extremely difficult.

5. Technical equipment and personnel can be imported
for special occasions, although there is Soviet pressure to
use local crews. Two German television correspondents have
been the first to have resident cameramen. Soviet press
officials keep close control over film work and examine
projects carefully. Reports, films and tapes can be
transmitted or sent out of the country without problemn, R

6. As part of its campaign against the free exchange of
information practised by Western news media, the Soviet press
has strongly criticised certain resident foreign correspondents.
The campaign against Western Journalists has heightened since
late 1976 (largely as a result of their coverage of human
rights issues). One of the three journalists earlier charged
with being members of an intelligence organization, was
expelled in February 1977 on charges of being involved in
illegal currency transactions, This is the first expulsion
since Helsinki. In June, another correspondent was detained
and interrogated for allegedly collecting secret information

NATO CONFIDENTTIAL
f-_.

J

~-26



DECLASSIFIED - PUBLICLY DISCLOSED - PDN(2012)0003 - DECLASSIFIE - MISE EN LECTURE PUBLIQUE

NATO CONFIDENTTATL

Chapter 1 -2 m
SOVIET UNION
T30/ T44(Revised)

Working Conditions for Journalists (Contd)

before being permitted to leave as planned. A CBS TV tean
was roughed up by Soviet Vthugs" in July after shooting film
for which permission had been given earlier by appropriate
authorities.

Te There has been a little improvement in Soviet
performance since Helsinki. Journalists may now have multiple
exit and entry visas, benefit from slightly less restrictive
travel; and have theoretically better access to official
sources. The overall situation is, however, still highly
restrictive.
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I, Performance by Soviet Union as regards Working Conditions
for Journalists

A. Compliance with specific Final Act criteria

(i) ‘"examine in a favourable spirit and within a
suitable and reasonable timescale reqpests fron
Journalists for visas.n

See Table I.

From the little information available it would
appear that the Soviet Union is reasonably forthcoming on
granting visas for single assignment visits, after no more
than normal bureaucratic delays and on a regular basis,
Occasionally visas are refused.

/NB. More information needed on Soviet
performance in considering applications for
permanent accreditation, and for necessary visas
then and thereafter/

German experience little probiem with visas once
possible difficulties are overcome on granting permanent
accreditation. UK has had one application for permanent
accreditation refused. /NB. Since Helsinki?/

The US has had 2 applications refused, the second
(UPI correspondent) without reasons for refusal being given.

(ii) '"grant to permanently accredited journalists of the

participating otates, Ol The Dasis Of arrangementsy -
multiple entry and exit visas for specified periods."

Before Helsinki, no /%/ permanently accredited
Western journalists held multiple entry and exit visas from
Soviet authorities; in late 1975/early 1976, however, the
Soviet Union completed bilateral agreements with 7 Allied
countries and two neutrals to accord such visas on a
reciprocal basis., /NB. All one year validities?/

(In case of UK, no pernanently accredited UK
Jjournalist held multiple entry/ex1t visas before Helsinki.
Such visas now held are valid for one year).
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The agreements cover Jjournalists?! families and .
include the technical staffs of news organizations (although
German cameramen have been given visas of only 3-month
validity). The UK has told the Soviets it regards UK nationals
working for news organizations based in other countries which
have a bilateral agreement with the USSR, to be entitled to
multiple entry and exit visas. After UK/USSR agreement
concluded, USSR granted multiple entry/exit visas to two
permanently accredited UK nationals working for US organization.

/NB. No information on performance of USSR in
implementing these agreements, Can "permanently
accredited” apply to non-resident Jjournalists as
well; if so, have they been given multiple entry
and exit visas?/ In case of UK, there ars no non-
resident permanently accredited journalilsts.

(iii) "facilitate the issue to accredited journalists of
the participating States of permits for stay in taeir
country of temporary residence and, if end when these
are necessary, of other official papers winich 1t 1s
appropriate for them to have,m

Residence permits are reguired.

/NB. There is no information of how issue of these
or other papers is facilitated by Soviet Union/

: Press cards are issued as matter of course following
accreditation,

. As a result of multiple entry and exit visas,
Jjournalists no longer must surrender their residence permits
when leaving the country.

(iv) "ease, on a basis of reciprocity, procedures for
arranging travel by Journalists ... in the country
where they are exercising thelr profession, and To k
provide progressively greater opportunities for such
‘Xraveli, subject to the observance of regulsticns
relating to tne existence of areas closed for cecurity .
reasons. "

Prior to Helsinki, journalists could not travel beyond
40 km 1limit from Moscow without permission from Soviet authorities.
Begimming 1st March, 1976, journalists were made subject to
more relaxed regulations which had been applying since 1974 to
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diplomats wishing to travel outside Moscow: travel by any
means was possible to any area accessible to foreigners

on 24 hours (areas close to Moscow) or 48 hours {(areas
distant from Moscow) notice. 1In announcing its decision,

the Soviet Union stressed to a number of Western countries
that reciprocal treatment of Soviet journalists was expected.

Although procedures were eased, the USSR still

Aimits travel by Journalists through various means, .the.

most effective being to set aside vast areas of the Soviet
Union as "closed for security reasons". Travel must be
arranged through Intourist, where bureaucratic delay and
other tactics (e.g. lack of accommodation in area to be
V133ted) can be employed. Guides and interpreters are
needed -

As a result of rultiple entry and exit visas and
the new travel regulations, Jjournalists may now leave the
USSR from any recognised point of exit with appropriate
advance notification of travel to that point. Before,
Journalists had to surrender their residence permit and
apply for special travel permission to any point-of exit
other than Moscow airport.

The UK believes that organized travel for
Journalists is probably a little more frequent since
Helsinki, However, sampling of US correspondents indicates
some are never informed of official trips, and see this
as "punishment® for unfavourable reporting.

NB. There is no other information on whether

e Soviet Union has sought to provide - -
"progressively greater opportunities™ for travel
by Jjournalists (e.g. through invitations to tours,
visit programmes, etc.)

(v) Vensure that requests by such journalists for such
travel receive, in so tar as possible, an
expedltious response .."

Although in principle, notification to visit
fiopen" areas is &ll that is required, in practice these
areas can be "temporarily closed"™ and notification to
travel is not sufficient. Applications to visit "closed"
areas are invariably refused. LNB. From UK experiences
of others?/
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(vi) DMincrease the opportunities for journalists of the
participating states to communicate personally with
their sources, including organizations and officla
Thstitutions W

Access to sources is a seriocus problem for Westermn
journalists and prevents then presenting an accurate and
complete view of Soviet life.

Access to official Press contacts is relatively
easy, but seeing officials in other institutions, ministries
and organizations presents varying difficulties. As of
1st July, 1976, all state officials were permltted to have
contact with forelgn Press without the permission of superiors,
and although this has permitted journalists to have some useful
contacts, the true picture is patchy. For Instance, officials
still refuse to speak to journalists, or check first with
superiors or the Ministry of Foreign Affairs., Moreover, the
MFA, once the intermediary on all requests to see government
officials, refuses tc advise or to assist Journalists in
finding the appropriate individual within the massive Soviet
bureaucracy. Some US correspondents have lately reported
they are having greater difficulty than before Helsinki in
contacts with official sources.

There is virtually total lack of communication with
non-official sources, apart from dissidents and those '"safe"
sources introduced to journalists by Soviet officials. There
appear to be few difficulties in contacting and visiting major
dissident figures, though it 1is accompanied by constant
surveillance and occasional harrassment.

. Nc information oix Soviet treatment of
Journalistic projects proposed by Western
Journalists/

Since the takeover of NOVOSTI Film Services by the
State Committee on Radio and Television, there has been some
greater ideological scrutiny of filming requests.

. (vii) "grant to journalists of the participating States the
right to import, subject only to 1ts being taken out
again, the technical equipment ... necessary for the
exercise of Ineir proression,y

Most Western journalists must rely on Sov1et technical
services (see (xi) below); those having Western technical staffs
(two German television correspondents) experience no restrictions
on the import of their equipment.
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Journalists on single assignment visits are
encouraged to use Soviet technical services, but can bring
in their own technicians and equipment if they wish., This
is usually the case for special events such as Ministerial
visits.

(viii) Venable journalists of the other participating States,
: .es tO transmit completely, normally and rapidly by
means recognised by the participating States to the
information organs wnich they represent, the results
of thelr professional activity, including tape
recoraings and unaeveloped Tilm ...V

There have been few complaints from Western
Jjournalists on their ability to send material home (in 1974
Soviet technicians once refused to transmit interviews with
dissidents by a US journalist). Complete transmission seems
always possible, though speed is affected by the cumbersomeness
of bureaucracy.

Films and tapes can apparently be sent home with
no difficulty, though the UK has reported that until some
time after Helsinki, "permission" from the MFA is needed
before despatch. Others have not noted that this difficulty
existed.

(ix) F"reaffirm that the legitimate pursuit of their
professional activity will neither render Jjournalists
liable to expulsion nor otherwise penalise them ,e."

Up until early 1977, no Western journalist had
been expelled from the Soviet Union since Helsinki. The -
last US journalist expelled had been John Dornberg of
Newsweek in 1970.

On 4th February, 1977, Soviet authorities announced
that George Krimsky of Associated Press was being expelled.
They alleged that he had been involved in illegal currency
transactions in giving hard currency certificates to a
Soviet citizen to buy information.

In June 1977, Los Angeles Times correspondent
Robert Toth was detained and interrogated for a number of
days on charges of having collected "information of a secret
character" from a Soviet citizen. Following interrogation,
he was permitted to leave the USSR at end of tour as planned.
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Finally, in July 1977, a CBS TV team was roughed
up by Soviet "thugs®" after shooting some film in a Moscow
Beer Garden. The film crew had earlier received permission
from the appropriate authorities to shoot the film,

4part from these last two cases, there is no evidence
that Western Jjournalists are regularly "“penalised" for any
legitimate activities other than some harrassment and
surveillance for contacts with dissidents. Still, these last
cases have occurred recently and close together, symptomatic
of some hardening in the Soviet attitude. Western journalists
are also attacked by name from time to time in the Soviet
press (see B. (ii) below). This is in practice a form of
ipenalty” because the suspicion it engenders makes it more
difficult for the journalists to do their work.

(x) " ... if an accredited ;journalist is expelled, he
will be informed of the reasons for this act and
may submlt an application for re-examination of his
case, "

Mr. Krimsky was informed of the reasons for his
eXpulsion. '

/NB. VWas he given the opportunity to submit an
application for a re-examination of his casez7

(xi) Accreditation and use of Western cameramen/technicians

It was not possible before Helsinki for Jjournalists
to have their own cameramen/technicians resident in the USSR
with them. From the experience of two German television
correspondents who have been allowed their own cameramen, it
appears Soviet authorities will now accredit cameramen/
technicians as journalists.

Single assgignment journalists are encouraged to use
Soviet facilities, but in special cases (e.g. Ministerial .
visits, space shots) they have been able to bring in their
own cameramen and technicians. -
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B, Aspects of performance not mentioned specifically
in the Final Act

(i) Co-operation of local Press and technical services

NOVOSTI is the agency delegated by Soviet government
to deal with foreign journmalists on a day-to-day basis. It
appears especially active with single assignment visitors,
arranging accreditations, interviews and tours, etc. ...
NOVOSTI attempts to channel reporting into acceptable areas
and content, often filling up tours with so much social
content and formality that there is little time for visitorst?
real interests., Charges are high for these services.

NOVOSTI film section has recently been absorbed by
the State Committee for TV and Radio, and requests for
technical services, such as cameramen, must be directed
there. This has meant higher rates, but on the whole there
are no major difficulties.

US reports US correspondents have established
modus vivendi with State TV-Radio Committee, and that
co-operation with correspondents during Secretary of
State Vance's visit in early 1977 was better than average.

(ii) Public attitude of régime to foreign Jjournalists

Soviet media organizations discourage contact with

Western Jjournalists. In June 1976, Literaturnava Gazeta

accused three resident American Journalists (Wren oI
New York Times; KXrimsky of Associated Press and Friendly of
Newsweek) of working for the Central Intelligence Agency.

s propaganda campaign was taken up by other media
organizations. Correspondents are often attacked by name.

Since early 1977, propaganda attacks on Westerm
journalists have increased proportionately with Soviet
sensitivity to their coverage of Human Rights issues and
dissidents. .

(1ii) Journalists! access to international news

Journalists can subscribe directly and without
difficulty to Western newspapers and to Western news agencies.,
They do not therefore have to rely on TASS for printed
information and news, though the Soviet agency does issue a
daily digest of foreign news. Journalists can, of course,
receive the international services of some Western broadcasting
stations.
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(iv) Refusing Jjournalists re~entry on the basis of
previous reporting

/NB. ©No information/

II. Developments in Soviet Union since Final Act

There has been a little improvement in Soviet
performance since Helsinki, but the situation is still
moderately to very restrictive.

The Soviet Union has concluded agreements with
France, the United States, the United Kingdom, Norway,
Netherlands, Italy, the Federal Republic of Germany, Finland
and Sweden, which provide for the issue of multiple entry and
exit visas to permanently accredited jourmalists from these
countries in the Soviet Union, and vice-versa. (See also
A,(ii) above).

In October 1976, the USSR proposed to US improving
Journalists! working conditions. US has made similar proposal
and Soviets are ready to discuss.

In January 1976 Soviet officials announced, with
reference to the Final Act, that foreign journalists would
benefit from the same travel regulations as diplomats:

24 hours notice (areas near Moscow) and 48 hours notice

(areas distant from Moscow) for travel to regions open to
foreigners. This replaced a 40 km travel area outside of
which travel was possible only on application. This relaxation
applies to Jjournalists of non-CSCE countries too.

Organized travel within the USSR for Journalists is
probably a little more frequent.

The Soviet Union has abolished the requirement that
Journallsts seek permission from the MFA before sending tapes
and undeveloped film out of the USSR.

The correspondents of two German television stations,

the ARD and ZDF, have been given permission to have their own
resident cameramen- the cameramen are accredited as Jjournalists.
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The Supreme Soviet Gazette announced on 7th July,
1976 that by a 29th June decree of the Supreme Soviet, a
1947 law on contacts with foreigners had been amended, and
that it was now possible for officials of ministries and
departments of the USSR and its republics, central organs of
social organizations and appointed representatives to have
direct contact with journalists (this was not announced in
the local Press). Journalists have noted a little
improvement but the overall picture is patchy (see.

- I.A.(vi) above).

In February 1977, Soviet authorities expelled an

- Associated Press correspondent on the allegation that he

was involved in illegal currency transactions., The USSR
contended this was outside the range of Journalistic
activities covered by the Final Act. On a similar excuse,
the Soviet authorities detained and interrogated a Los
Angeles Times correspondent in June 1977 on charges of
having collected ‘secret% information. In July, a CBS TV
team was roughed up by Soviet *"thugs” while on a legitimate
assignment approved by authorities,

These instances, and a heightened propaganda
campaign since late 1976 against Western Jjournalists
(largely a result of their coverage of Human Rights issues
in the Soviet Union) must be seen as negative developments
in working conditions for Jjournalists and evidence of some
hardening in Soviet attitudes.

I1I, VWestern performance
See Table ITI. /NB., Can Allied capitals help?7
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TABLE T '
WESTERN JOURNALISTS IN THE SOVIET UNION ;
[NB. Pl§ase update Section A to mid-1977, noting any changes for 1977; update Section B entering figures on a calendar year basis, if
possible '
é : ; | - " B J
‘Belgium ! Canada A Denmark : Germsny | Greece | Italy | Netherlands Norway f UK US QComments
A. In mid-1977 ; i .18 No info ’ |
Total Journalists (0)% | P (17)* 1 (9)* 2 1 (3)* 12 12 .
Accredited ; § ; (14)x(25)
No. Resident Journalists 0 i 116 (inc. 0 2 12§27 f19762
(plans | 2 Cp 26 (1977} |
for 2) ! journ-
alists)
No. Resident Cameramen/ P2 0 ol o
Techs., |
§
No. holding Multi-Exit/ No ' AL 0 ? A1 A1l £11 11
Entry Visas agreenment
B. From 1974 to mid-=1977 ;
Visas for total accredited | .16 2 12 27 émid—j976)
Journalists seecececensoss | P+ 2% 4 (1877)
Visas for single-assignment 3 i 25 (75)Y Mo 1 No info At least | No Many {Several
3 (76) info (175) 4 plus info dozen
! film
crew
; 5 75/76
Visas refused I 0 f No 0 No info 2 1 1 1
. info ! (176) (v75) (176)
; 1 {(UPI)
(177)
Visas delayed more than 6 ! '
months ...esecosvcecenncas 0 ; No No No info No info No | O
g info | info info
Journalists Expelled £ ' ﬁ llone | None since
; ' 1970 until
! ' Feb. 1977
i s (G. Krimskyl,
g f AP)
Comments *cameramen?c
visas were for
3 months
validity
()* = 1974 figures: North Atlantic Assembly document CIC/FF/75/10, September 1975 '
{

B =
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TABLE TI

Degree of improvement in Soviet performance

since Helsinki Final Act:

Much

Moderate Denmark (for access, freedom of
movement only)

Little Netherlands®*, Germany*, UK*

Nene Italy

Worse

¥13 evaluation
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TABLE IIT

SOVIET UNION JOURNALISTS IN WESTERN COUNTRIES

Please update Section A to mid-1977, noting any changes for 1977; update Section B entering

new flgures on calendar year basis if possib1e7
1

_6§_.

Belt. (DN, Gorm.. Grec. Ltaly Neth. Norwavi UK Uo; Commencts
A. In mid—=1977 8 F2 j é\ﬂ 1974 Morth
. " : r
Total Journalists Accredited (0)* (16)* ('34. (12)*) 1 L7 (13)*29A%§g;i§0 Ags.
t7h) Aoc. CIC/FF(75)
7> N0 of September
1975
No. Resident Journalists 4 2
No. Resident Cameramen/Techs.
No., holding Multi-Exit/Entry Visas Yes __iYes Yes
B. from 1974 %o mid=1977
Visas for total accredited
JOUINALIiStS eeveceaosannnn 0 1 g )
Visas for single-assignment éZ 74 0 )11 {(May 1977)
475
3(76 ('76)
Visas refused 10 0 0
Visas delayed more than 6 months .J0 0 0 (’76)
! 1(!77)
% (t 6)
Journalists Expelled ! « One i(Feb. 77
! retaliation for
| expulsion of Krimsky
g g ; D £ron USSR)
Comments : i i : ! —
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INFORMATION

CO-OPERATION IN THE FIELD OF INFORMATION

General assessment and summary

[NB. Please provide short assessment of Soviet
performance on basis of common experiences of
NATO missions participating in preparing
co~ordinated reply./
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I. Performance by the Scviet Union as regards co-operation
in tThe field of iniormation

Compliance with specific Final Act criteria

(i) * ... will favour increased co-operation among mass
media organizations, including Press agencies, as
we as among publishing houses and organiza?ions.“

/NB. No information/

(ii) m ... will favour co-operation among public or
private, national or international radio ana
television organizations, in particular through the
exchange of both live and recorded radio and

Yelevision programmes and through the Joint production,

and the broadcasting and distribution of such
programues. "

/NB, Little information,/ The Soviet Union has
expressed an interest in television exchanges with the United
States and has entered discussions with United States
educational television representatives over the selection of
programmes, For its part, the United States has proposed
television broadcasts of panel discussions between competent
Soviet and American Jjournalists on CSCE.

In June/July 1976, the Soviet Union and Canada
organized a 90-minute evening television exchange.

A Franco-Soviet television exchange week was

-organized in 1976 at the initiative of the French television

network. It involved addresses by the two Heads of State to
the people of the other cpuntry.

In 1976 the Cesnadian Broadcasting Corporation found
a decided improvement in co-—operation from their Soviet
counterparts. Problems were of a bureaucratic nature and
not caused by ill-will,

In early 1977 the National Broadcasting Company (US)

- signed a contract to cover 1980 Olympics. '
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(1ii) * .. will encourage meetings and contacts both
between Jjournalist organizations and between
jJournalists ...V

There have apparently been some attempts by the
international organization representing Eastern Journalists
to normalise relations with the International Federation of
Western Jjournalists.

There is a regular /NB?7 exchange of journalists
between Germany and the USSR through official and semi~official
channels.

There have been invitations to a number of other
Western groups to visit the Soviet Union but the number of
such visits has been low. One such visit involved an exchange
of Jjournalistst! delegations between Canada and the Soviet Union.
Canadians noticed some shortcomings on the part of the Soviets
but after some prodding, more substance was put into the
programme than previous visits. The Soviet Union of
Journalists has responded well to overtures from their American
counterparts for Jjournalistic exchanges.

(iv) ¥ ... will view favourably the possibilities of
arrangements Detween periodlcal publications as well
as between newspapers ... 10r the purpose ol exchanging
and publishing articles.®

/FB. Little information/

Germany has reported a recent exchange of newspaper
articles between the main dsily newspapers of Bremen and Riga,
It was arranged by editors of the two newspapers and deietions
from the articles were not permitted.

~(v) " ,,. will encourage the exchange of. technical
information as well as the organization of joint
research and meetings ... oetween experts in the
fleld of the Press, radio and television.w

/NB. No information/

II. Developments with respect to Soviet performance since Helsinki

The developments noted above suggest a slightly more
co~operative attitude since Helsinki.
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CO-OPERATION AND EXCHANCES IN THE FIELDS OF CULTURE
- AND LEDUCATION -

SOME ASPECTS

I. Dissemination and translation of bocks

A, Western books in the Soviet Union

(i) General Assessment

See Table I._ /NB. More information required,
even general estimates/

/NB. Very little information/

The Soviet Union imports limited amounts of
Western books in their original language, primarily in the
science/technology category. Along with some other Eastern
countries, only very limited amounts of Western literature
are imported and even less in the way of social science -
material (largely for official use). Germany notes that the
Soviet Union imported 800,000 books (including copies) for
all of 1975 from the Federal Republic, This was much lower
than less populated countries such as Poland, Czechoslovakia
and Hungary. /NB., Is this true?/

Scme Western books are sold in book stores
exclusively for Western publications, although under the
name of Soviet publishing concerns. Translations only are
sold, no original language works.

The Soviet Union claims it imports, translates
and publishes far greater numbers of Western books than
vice-versa and that its citizens can read a wide range of
foreign works ("The Truth about Cultural Exchanges", NOVOSTI,
May 1975). It further contends that the Western countries
must match this better performance ('statistical reciprocity")
before the USSR need seriously consider increasing its own
imports and translatiomns,

1=
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(ii) Translation and publication of Western books

. Little information/ The Soviet Union has used
1971 UNESCO figures, which also apply to translations
between domestic languages, to show superior performance in
translations over the West. In fact 1973 UNESCO figures
show a decline by a few hundred in Soviet translations since
1971. (This may in fact be result of adherence by USSR to
Universal Copyright Convention in 1973, and obligation to
observe copyrights of Western books before translating).

/NB. Could this be checked, perhaps with Western
publishing houses?/ '

(111) Categories of Western books

/NB. Little information/ Works by both Western
classical and modern authors are translated, but there are
always far more copies printed of the former. 1In the case of
American books, about one~-half imports are of the scientific/
technical variety. '

(iv) Selection criteris and censorship

/NB. Are certain_books selected for unfavourable
view of the West2/

No material is imported if it is considered pornographic,
subversive or critical of Soviet system and régime.

There is evidence that Soviet authorities have
changed or removed passages in Western books translated and
published in the USSR,

(v) - Availability to public .

/NB. Little information/ Book stores exclusively
for Western publications apparently exist. /NB., Libraries?
Access to translated works?/ Translations or Western books
are apparently available in stores, but whereas classics are
printed in large editions, works by modern authors are

rarely available.
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(vi) Book Exhibitions

The United States reports a slight increase in
recent years in exhibits of foreign books at large libraries
and special institutions: e.g. & Canadian travelling
exhibit (1975); US Embassy exhibition (connected with -

1976 Bicentennial); UK exhibition of Childrents Books in
1976~1977 in Moscow, Leningrad, Tbitisi and Terevan.
However, the 1975 Moscow International Book Show featured
only "Socialist" publications from foreign countries.

In September 1977, Soviet authorities will host
the "first international® Moscow Book Fair to coincide
closely with the 60th anniversary celebrations of the October
Revolution. The range of books which Western book
publishers will be permitted to display appears to be
limited by usual Soviet concern for political content.
Iraklii Chkhikvishvili, Vice~Chairman of State Committee
for Publishing Houses, Printing Plants and the Book Trade
recently told Der Spiegel that books propagating racism,
nationalism, war and publications "incompatible with the
high moral principles of Soviet society" would most likely
be rejected. Earlier, the Director General of the fair had
warned that only books that did not "“contradict Soviet
law -~ either in format or in content" would be exhibited.

(vii) Activities of Western Embassies and Cultural Centres

The US, UK and German Embassies have libraries
with books for loan. Access, however, without some evidence
of a valid reason to visit the Embassy to show police guards,
is restricted and makes casual borrowing practically
impossible. The UK is able to loan books to those visiting
films (on invitation). US attempts in 1975 to loan books
by mailing out bibliographies [ﬁ%. To casual borrowersz7
brought some encouraging response. . Others! experiences?
Are loans made to officials and instItutions more successfully2/

(viii) Contacts between publishers

/NB. No information but see C. below/
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(ix) Contacts between libraries, exchanges, etc.

A1l major Soviet libraries participate in the European
library exchange system, some libraries acquiring as many books
as possible, including works known to be banned for general
readers in the USSR.

Exchange is based on books value worked out -
informaliy between libraries. In 1972 the value demanded by
Soviet libraries for their books rose sharply (as much as three
times for some journals), cutting into the volume of books
which Western libraries could obtain. (Source: "Books, East
and West"5 Report No. 1, East-West Co-operation Research Group,

June 1973

B. Developments since Helsinki

/NB. No information/

C. Soviet books in Western countries

See Table 1T,

B. More information required, even general
estimates/

The Soviet Union criticises allegedly poor performance
by Western countries in the importation, translation and
publication of Soviet books. They also contend that the West
tends to publish anti-Soviet works rather than material truly

‘representative of the USSR.

The United States reports that the lower purchase
price of Soviet books must be considered when examining amounts

- spent by Western  countries, and in comparing this with Soviet

purchases of Western books. Comparisons of numbers of titles
show less of a difference in favour of the Soviet Union.

Moreover, in its Report No. 1 "Books East and West"
in June 1973, the East-West Co-operation Research Group
concluded that the Soviet Union and other Eastern countries
were not adequately exploiting the market in the West. For

-example, the Soviet export organization Mezhdunarodnaya Kniga

is cumbersome, editions of Eastern books are not printed in
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sufficient copies to meet demand. There is little advance
warning of new titles, so that copies are often sold out by
the time Western booksellers can place orders. EUCORG
concludes, however, that despite this fact, the Soviet book
trade abroad is expanding rapidly.

The United States and Canada are making efforts to
encourage contact between their publishing houses.and Soviet
concerns, For example, American publishers have been
encouraged to propose to the Soviets the establishment in
Moscow of a bookstore. They have also hosted Soviet officials
for discussions on publishing exchanges and projects.

II. FILMS

A. Film Exchanges and Festivals

/NB. Little information/

The Soviet Union has recently accepted a US
proposal for an exchange of film festivals; as of October 1976
dates were being discussed. In 1976 the Soviet Union proposed
to Canada the repeat of a filmweek exchange programme.

_ A UK Film Festival was held in 1976 at which 6
feature films were shown. Soviet authorities staged a
Festival of Popular Science films in 1976 at which 18 UK
films were shown.

Soviet authorities normally censor all films
before they can be shown at filmweeks and festivals. This:
cuts down on the number of films which can be shown and has
the effect of limiting the frequency of such events.

The number of performances of films during these
events is usually limited, but tickets are made available
to the public. They are sold guickly and more privileged
individuals tend to get first pick.

B. Co-production of films and other contacts

On 12th May, 1976 TASS claimed that, at the
Soviet Cinematographerst! Congress, a reference was made to a
number of meetings having taken place with Western
cinematographers since Helsinki,
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. Information only from US/ The first United
States/Soviet co-production "The Blackbird" was screened for
the first time and distributed during 1976. At the same time,
talks began in June 1976 on a second co-production to be
called "Sea Pup"; a preliminary agreement was signed under
which filming takes place in both countries for release in

1577,
ITI. LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION

A, Western language instruction in Soviet Union
/NB. Ne information/

The Soviet Union claims that Western languages are
taught widely in the Soviet Union. This is certainly true for
major Western languages. For example, English is taught
more widely per head of population in USSR than Russian is
taught in UK.

B. Language instruction in Western countries

[NB. No information/

The Soviet Union claims that Western countries must
do more in the way of teaching Russian and other Soviet
languages up to the level of instruction in the Soviet Union
("statistical reciprocity”).

Since Helsinki, a number of American Russian language
teachers have gone to Moscow for a ten~week language programne.
The Canadian-Soviet Cultural Agreement renewed in 1975
includes provisions for inviting Soviet Russian language
teachers to work in Canada.
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| TABIE T

NUMBER OF WESTERN BOOKS AVAILABLE IN SOVIET UNION

Note: All figures are gstimates. LﬁB. Please complete and update to mid-1977 with necessary estimates./

i
;

A

Country f Total titles| Total Impbrts Translations Categories Books (%) Availability Comments
. available '74—-mid*77 incl.
Titles ! Copies No. |Copies |FictioniEduc. Spec/jSocial |Other |Stores|Librarids
; ‘ i I Tech.|Sciences x~restric,
* ! ! o--open
! ,
West: 1,500% ‘60 mill* * Soviet claim, to
general i (August 1, '75 to! Canada in May 1976
! May 1976) !
. ] 1
Denmark ! | | ! " No information available
5 |
Germany | No information available
. j }
Greece i Less | ‘
than
50 ,
Netherlands Number of /&1127 | No Anthology of Dutch
Dutch authors poetry is planned
Norway ~ |Unknown ‘
: but very ! !
low ? | §
J : i !
United 230 | Large = Largely absent|Some '
States 61974) § amounts, ; , '
: i } but only i
! | about % !
§ | | of translationsg
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‘TABLE: II

| NUMBER OF SOVIET BOOKS AVAILABLE IN WESTERN COUNTRIES

|
Note: All figures are estimates. /NB. Please complete and update with necessary gstimates to mid-19777

| F ‘ | 1 |
i Country Total Total &mports Translations Categories Booms (%) ! Availability Comments
_ Titles V7 4mmid—-177 - '
@ Available| incl,
Titles | Copies |No. | Copies |Fiction [Educ. !Spec/|Social | Other | Stores|Libraries
| Tech.| Sciences x-restric.
L L O~Open
1 '
Germany ‘ : No information available
Greece | No information available
Italy No information available
Netherlands No information available
United | US Library of Congress figures
Kingdon for English translations
received of Russian books
o (primarily done in US & UK)
United i 1973%: 378
States 267% ‘ 1974: 331
(175/ ! 1975: 264
176) ’ S g | # US Library of Congress
Comments
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INFORMATION

ORAL AND PRINTED INFORMATION

General assegsment and summary

1a Bulgarian performance in the field of pr;nteﬁ
information is very to extremely restrictive.

2, ¥While a moderate cross—section of Western titles
(except American) are imported, the number of copies are limited.
The general public has ex tremely limited access to this
information, including Western Communist publications, by any
means. Lven tourists are restricted to buying meinly Western
Communist newspapers. The vast bulk of imported material
therefore is intended solely for use by privileged institutions
and individuals on the basis of their "need to know",

3 Nonetheless, there has been some slight improvement
in Bulgarizn performance in the field of printed information
since the Final Act.

L, In mid-April 1977, Bulgaria facilitated some very
linited improvement in dissemination of Vestern printed
information, and access to it by the public, through the putting
on sale, for the first tlme, a few copies of 4 non-communist
Western newpapers at 2 major hotels and a few newspaper kiosks
in Sofia.
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I. §ul arian performance in the field of oral and published
Information B

A, Aspects of performance mentioned specifically in
the Final Act

(i) "To facilitate the dissemination of oral information..."
ectures, lecture tours, rouna-cable meetings,
' seminars, symposia, summer school, congresses, etc.)

/NB. No information/
(ii) *®To facilitate the improvement of the dissemination

on their Lerritory Of.../printec intormation/...
from other particlpating states™

See Table I,

There is extremely little dissemination of Western
newspapers and printed publications in Bulgaria. Imports cover
a respectable cross-—section of non-Communist Western titles
(although none are American), and Western Communist Party
publications, but the number of copies appear limited to those
required for official use and .a few-coplies of Communist
publications for tourist sales.

Bulgarian authorities have admitted that they exercise
the right to exclude all material that they deem to be
(1) pornographic; (2) portraying violence or (3) likely to
undermine the philosophy and values of the Socialist state.
from evidence on accessibility (see (v) below) territorial
dlssemination of printed information in Bulgaria is. limited to
the location of government institutions (all materials) and
tourist hotels (Communist publications). :

(1ii) ©v,...will encourage...firms and organizations to

conclude agreements and contracts designed graduall
To increase the duantities and thne num%er o% tTitles...
Tmported irom the other participating statesm

{(mentioning: speediest conditions oi delivery, use
of normal channels for distribution, payment)

The Bulgarian import agency is HAMUS which is
epparently efficiently and well run.

. Is there any evidence that Bulgaria encourages
contracts between HAMUS and VWestern suppliers? How
do details of existing contracts comply with
Final Act?/
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(iv) *,..will take appropriate measures to achieve the
above objective and To Implement The provisions
contained in the agreements and contragts”

ANB. No information. Has Bulgaria modified any laws
or regulations that might hinder improvements in
-contracts and agreements, or taken other measures?.
Does Bulgaria honour contracts? Is it interpreting
existing contracts in a restrictive or positive way?/
Foreign Minister Mladenov claimes import of Western
newspapers is a finencial questiont®.

(v) 9To contribute to the improvement of access by the
puolic to periodicals and non-periodical printed
publications imported on the basis indicated above"
(L.e. (111) and (1v).)

See Table I,

Access by the general public to Western printed
information is extremely limited.

(a) "...will encourage an increase in the number of places

where these publications are on =saleg™

Up until recently, there had been no evidence that any
Western printed information, Communist or non~Communist, was
being so0ld in Bulgaria to the general public. Even in one or
two main tourist hotels, the only materials for sale were
Vestern Communist Party newspapers. Two non-Communist German
newspapers had been seen at hotel counters but only for loan
and reading and not for purchase. In December 1976, Foreign
Minister Mladenov claimed non-Communist newspapers were for
sale, but there was no evidence to supnort this.

An article in Bulgarian newspaper on 3rd March, 1977,
however said Bulgaria was about to increase the import and
distribution of Western newspapers and magazines, ancd beginning
about mid-April a few Western non~Communist newspapers went on
sale in Sofia for the first time at the two major hotels, and
at a handful of kiosks. The number of copies of each paper was
apparently not more than 5 or 6 at each place, and sold out
quickly. The hotels are frequented mainly by foreigners. Sales
seemed to be restricted to the following titles: International
Herald Tribune, Co

rriere Della Sera, Le Monde, Suddeutscaer
HTThere are no Ué flewspapers or magazines on
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Prices are very high for these newspapers: while, for
example, Unita costs 10 stotinki /NB. In hotels?/ the

‘Corriere dells Sera costs 120 stotinki (over 3 tilies the

equivalent cost of a subscription} and the Herald Tribune,

95 stotinki. (Bulgarians have said newspaper imports pose a
foreign exchange problem.) ZNB. Still no clear evidence that
Western Communist publications are on sale to genersl public,

Has this changed now that some non-Communist papers are for salez7

(b) #...will facilitate the availability of these periodical
nublications during congresses, conferences, official
visits anda other international events snd to tourists
during the seasong "

/NB. Little information/

The American Communist Party publication ®Daily World®
vas seen for sale at the Bulgarian Communist Paity Conference in
April 1976. Normally it is not for sale anywhere in Bulgaria.
See (a) above for availability_to tourists. /NB. Does 1t
improve during tourist season?/

(e¢) %...will develop the possibilities for taking out
subscriptions according to the modallities particular
tT0 each country:" - ~

There is apparently no possibility for the general
public to hold subscriptions to Western newspapers and
periodicals. Existing subscriptions are held by ministries and
state organizations and access to the material is given only to
privileged individuals on a 'need to know" basis.

(da) v...wlll improve the opportunities for reading and

horrowing the blicarions 1n Jlarge puplic libraries
and their reading rooms &s well as in university
libraries,”

Vestern printed information is apparently held by some
public libraries. /NB. Titles and quantities are not kmown/,
but access to these materials require identification by library
cards which discourages the general public and makes access in
practice very limited. Some publications requiire special cards
issued only to privileged individuals.

Institutional and governmentsl libraries hold Western

materials, but are out of reach to the general public with access
limited to cleared staff members.
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(vi) ¥"...to improve the possibilities for acquaintance with )
bulletins oI officlal information issueq b “Jip.LOMALLG
missions and distributed DY Tnose missions on %Ee basis
OF arvangements accentable Lo the interestedq parties. " .

/NB. No information/

B Aspects of performance not mentioned specifically in
Final Act

(1) DPublication of Western material in Bulgarian press

[UB. No information/

(i1) Number of and accessibility to Embassy and other
Western reading rooms anc libraries

Access to a small British Embassy reading room is
strictly controlled to the point that it is difficult for local
population to use it., There is a reading room at the French
Embassy and a French library at the University of Sofia.

[NB. Holdings and accessibility to these places are not known,7

(1ii) Censorship of incoming Western printed information

B. Little information/ In the case of recently
observed sales of 4 non-Communist Western newspapers, the
content of those on sale suggests a lack of censorship, or at
least a liberal attitude. Observations over a longer period is
necessary.

II. Developments in Bulgarian performance since Helsinki

: See Table II. There has been some slight improvement
in Bulgarian performance since Helsinki.

The Bulgarian Foreign Minister claimed in December .

1976 <that Bulgaria was importing more Western publications. Up
until April 1977, there had been no evidence to support this.
At that time, however, copies of 4 Western non~communist news-

apers became available in 5/6 copies at two major hotels ’

frequented mainly by foreigners) and at a few kiosks in Sofia.

The prices have been very high (3 times subscription rate
equivalents in one case).

ITI, i/estern performance

- [Mhere is very little information on Western
performance with regard to importation and dissemination of .
Bulgaria printed information. See Table III and complete. Can
capitals help?/
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}
NISSEMINATION AND ACCESSIBILITY OF WESTERN PRINTHED TNFORMATTION Ii PUTGARIA |

Much of the infornmation used in this Table has come from a report dated March 197/ by the RFuropean Coyoperaticn Research Group on
the "Distribution of Western newspapers in Bastern Durope®. Though dated, this information is the best available and is enclosed by square
brackets below, -
/B, Please check and complete to mid-1977,/

B . . ATATLAT :
TITPORTATION 3 PUBLIC SALRE b _ AYATLIBILITY
" . ‘ + s /¥ restricted g general
Country - Titles Bulk | Subseripti wenera Tourist TTCorigresses | Libraries ] Comments
3 sniphents | Subseriptions | Jiiaio Tourist NngY | Tibrat F
. . i | .
BELGTIUM Le Soir [u) _ ' 1
ﬁ La Libre Belgique }somg; |
Le Peuple ; /[some
. > T e I T A, i sl A = | e — ‘l g - =
ENMARK I ! Vo information
| ! available
GIERMANY Frankfurter Allgeneine approx. 100 /21/ )read_at
One other unsnecified paper approx. 100 heotels but
: not for v ‘
¥ i . sal
Suddentscher Zeltimg 3 yes™ yes® i
Unsere Zeit (CP) approx. 500 vesi
ITALY Lt'Unita (CP limited number of ves
copnies
Corriere della Sera wnknown /17/ ves% ves' ~ gFor ninistries
I1 Tempo unknowm /3 / no ; only
One other uwnspecified paner tnknotm _ ne j
UNITED Morning Stor (C¥) ves \ | UK Figures are
KINGDOM Times - [/80/ 38 : i no for May 1977 and
Financial Times ~ /35/ 37 no . come Irom
The Cuardian o i - publishers/
The Dally Telegraph - F10 distributors
The Observer 13 Loy ooy
Econonist - 48 /nor no |
New Ohatesnan - 5 7/[6] no _ |
UNITED Herald Tribune unknown ves¥ yes’ w1Only for PCB
STATES . The Werid (CP) unknown no yes { Congress
) i Na.athers, Knowioe.. e : N ) . i - - n | S . . .
Comments ' Note?! “since April 1977
B,  What about Communist
Sublications to general public?/
|
|
oo . -
- - * * bt
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TABLE II

Improvenments in Bulgarian performance in this field
since Helsinki:

Much

Moderate

Little IS Interpretation

No Germany, Itely, UK, US, Denmark
Vorse
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TABLE ITI

Titles and numbers of Bulgarian printed information
imported by Western countries

[Please complete/

- COUNTRY , TITLE NUMBER OF COPIES

Denmark Unknown very limited, if any
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FILMED AND BROADCAST INFORMATION

General assessment and gsummary

Te Bulgarian performance in the field of filmed and
broadcast information is very restrictive.

2 There ts no evidence of what if any Western recorded
information is being broadcast on radio.

Jo Only a limited number of Western films are imported
and shovn to the Bulgarian public commercially and on television.
Some are critical of the West but the most part are innocuous
and of primerily entertainment value. There appear to e few
showings of non-entertainment films to the general public; they
are primarily destined for use by official institutions,

In addition to Western films, Bulgarian television
casts little Western material, concentrating on good
guality cultural content.

Bulgaria jams the Bulgarian language broadcasts of
Radio Free Furope and Deutsche Velle.

Ga Bulgeria adheres to Soviet lines on the need for
tgtatistical reciprocity" with the West on film lmports, and
or. the necessity for radio broadcasts to serve the "interests
of mutual understanding among peoples',.

7o There has been no significant improvement in Bulgerian
nerformence since Helsinki.H - - Coe .
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I. Performance by Bulgaria as regards filmec and broadcast

information

A.
(1)

Radio
L Y W)

Films

[T e )

Other
’E"ei G
Vl 3ion

material

Compliance with specific Final Act criteria

",..will encourage the wider showing and broadcasting
of a greater varlety of recorded and filmed

information from the other participafing states...

Will facilitate the 1mpOTrt.esOr recorded auclo-visual

material irom the other participating sctates..

See Tables I and IT.

Apart from some Western musical recordings

B. variety? amount97 little, if any, Western
recorded informetion is being broadcast in Bulgaria.
The United States has had no success in placing
radio material,

A limited number of Western entertainment films are
shown commercially to the Bulgarian public, and a
somewhat lesser number on television, A few are of
the critical variety (see (ii) below); most are
innocuous titles including Westerns, historical,
fiction, old time classics and ¥Walt Disney productions.,

There is little information on showings of non-
entertainment films. Very few documentaries and
special subject films are being placed by Western
Embassies for private showings.

/NB. There is no information on film festivals,/

Western television programme materizl, other than
films broadcast in Bulgaria is limited, but seems

to concentrate on high dquality cultural series

(e.g. "Age of Kings", “Civilization", %Young People's
Concerts®). There aiso seems to be some importation
of light entertainment.

/MB. There is no information on the use of Western
news materials through the facilities of Intervision/
Burovision./

Bulgaria maintains the Soviet line on the need for
Tgtatistical reciprocity® between Eastern and

. Western countries in imports of films etc.
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(i1) ®"...illustrating the various aspects of 1life in their
gguntries.:.W '

Most films are innocuous and, while not giving a
realistic picture of Western life, at least are not critical.
However, some do show the West in an unfavourable light along
stereotyped Communist lines (e.g. "Midnight Cowboy", “They
Shoot Horses, Dontt They?"). The cultural and light enter-
tainment television programmés represent a positive side of
Western society.

A half hour television programme in the spring of 1976
on the US bicentennial was reported harshly anti-American, but
towards the end of the year Bulgarian broadcasters were treating
the West in a more friendly way (Source: Associated Press,
8th December, 1976).

nNB. What about the selection of news items from
ntervision/Eurovision facilities?7

(iii) *,..note the expancion in the dissemination of
information broaccast by radlo, and express the
none for the continuation of This ProcesS.e.'

Bulgaria Jams Radio Free Europe Bulgarian language
broadcasts with sporadic effectiveness. The Bulgarian language
broadcasts of Deutsche Welle are also jammed. Jamming of the
BBC's Bulgarian Service ended in December 1974. There is no
Jamming of BBC World Service.

Pulgaria maintains the Soviet line that Western radio
broadcasts must “meet the interests of mutual understanding among
peoples”, and must not interfere in the internal affairs of other
states, ’

In 1977 Bulgaria discontinued the services of Radio
Rodina, a short and medium wave service for Bulgarians abroad.
However, in conjunction with the GDR, Bulgaria serves as a
transmission base for medium wave broadcasts to Turkey by the
"Voice of the Turkish Communist Party". (Source: "Broadcasting,
Zast and West", EUCORG Report No. 6, April 1974) /NB. Is this
still true?/

B, Aspects of performance not mentioned specifically in
The Final Act

(1) Censorship of filmed and broadcast information

/TB. No information7
NATO CONFIDENTIAL
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(ii) Activities of Western Embassies

[MB. Little information. Most Western missions would
appear to have libraries with films for loan to
Bulgarians,/

The United States Embassy has had no success in placing
filns, television or radio material in Bulgaria. The United
Kingdom Embassy has held film showings for invited guests only,
The Netherlands has placed some documentary and scientific/
technical films with specialized institutions.

(iii) Access to Embassy film libraries

/NB. Little information. It seems Bulgarians may
not visit foreign missions. Are loans restricted
to state institutions?7/

IT. Developments in Bulgaria since Final Act

See Table III.,

There is no evidence of any significant improvement
in Bulgarian performance since Helsinki, although the United
Kingdom believes there is evidence of a slight improvement.
The United States has noted marginally more US films on
Bulgarian television in 1976.

11T, Western performance

,[NB. There is nc¢ specific information on imports
of Bulgarian films, television and radio material
by Western countries. Please provide as much
information as possible for Table IV,7
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NB., Please up-date this table by entering information for
¥ _ ¥ g ]

el ol Wi i

Information (Contd)

VIESTERE TIRLEVISION AND RADIO MA

NMATO C O N

FIDENTIAL

X

TABLE| IT

ERIAL BROADCAST IN BULGARTIA

Trom 1974 o mia-19/77 (Ul

hless otherwise rarked)

A

-

~64~

ceriod up to mid-1977, on calandar year basis if possibleg7

4 e B s S 8 e BIRA, TE E."TE -Yi S 10N , . - ’r Radio § .
- Country " . i A | TV Filns Wews programmes | Programmes Comments 1
» o TV Programmes | _ TV Seriecs (See Table I) and filums o _ '
Germany no information | Available through i
ettt et N st Intervision/Euro- S —n ? -
Italy limited number ;fvision ;
- o . il e rilit e M - ‘ N i o T . - - -
Nether- } /[details unknown/ 0 i
lands j i
rste A R S —il ke -~ [ 2 o
United Kingdon perhaps 6 items/year for one or
tiwo showings
elg:_
iCivilization® .
Thige of Tings"
. ettt e . —aaana — - " ,
United States 2. (1976) 3 (1976) | Some Western marginally more US movies
"Toulis fArmstrong® "Young Pceople's foreign language on TV in 1976
illa Fitzgerald Concerts’, newscasts during
Sings "Dy, Doolittlel, summer for
"Dennis the tourists
Menace"® (Associated Press,
l 8th December, 1976)
|
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Degree of improvement in Bulgarian performance since

Helsinki Final Act:
Much -
Moderate -

Little UK

None Germany, Italy, Netherlands, US

Worse -

TABLE III r

sl -
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TABLE IV
BULGARTAN FILMED AND BROADCAST INFORMATION IN WESTERN

Chapter IT
BULGARIA
: WLy

evised)

Filmed and Broadcast Information (Contd)

COUNTRIES

from 1974 ©o mid-1977’&yn1ess otherwlse marked)

Pleese up-dete this table by entering information for period up to mid-1977,

on 2 calendar year basis if possible,

FPILMS TELEVISTION ‘ -
v | Feature { HWon | TV Programme/ |p. News Radio
Comntry | Fea’cu.rel Series Films | vaterial | Material Comments
Denmark no information yet
available
reece |6 (1974 0 shown commercially only
10 (1975
1 (1976
Horra possibly sone
(1975 shovn privately 1 1
|
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WORKING CONDITIONS IFOR JOURNALISTS

Ceneral assessment and summary

T Although more information is needed for an accurate
and full picture, overall Bulgerian performance seems to be
noderately restrictive. A lack of strong interest in Bulgaria
by Western journalists may permit Bulgerian Authorities to
adopt a more relaxed attitude than they might otherwise be
inclined to take. '

2. Single~assignment and accredited journalists (the
Former apparently on tourist visas, howeverj appear to be able
to enter and exit Bulgaria with 1little difficulty and enjoy
freedom of movement while there. Reports can be transmitted
wnhindered.

3 Access to official sources seens relatively easy.
Lccess to non-officlal and private sources is virtually
impossible., Getting permission for film projects can take
time and is often refused.

b, There has been no significant improvement in Bulgarian
performance since Helsinki. Bulgarian officials and press have
claimed For some time that improvements are contemplated: in
providing, on a reciprocal basis, multiple entry and exit visas
valid for one vear to all foreign journalists accredited as
nermanent correspondents in Sofia; and in appointing press
spokesmen in central ninistries, organizations and other bodies.
They also claim greater readiness to issue visas for single
visits. The only concrete step has been the oificial opening

.on 24th May, 1977 of a long-heralded Club for Foreign Journalists

in Sofia. Bulgaria says this will assist Journalists in their
work.
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I. Performance by Bulgaris as regards vorking conditions
ror journalists

A, - Compliance with specific Final Act criteria

(i) Yexamine in a favourable spirit and within a suitable
and reasonsble timescale TeqUes LS 4 rom Journalists
Ior v:L.Jaus'.-‘r

[NB. Conflicting information;; Some Allies report no
difficulties are encountered for single—assignment visits.
However US reports long wait (about 3 months) for issue of
Journalist's visa., Therefore most US JourraTlsts make single-
assignment visits on non-journalist!s visas and encounter no
problems doing so. These visas are available at borders and
at the Sofia ailrport. NB. Is this also the reason others
encounter few difficultles? Please clarify,/

[MB. There is no information regarding Bulgarian
treatnent of applications for permanent accreditation and
necessary visas, Attitude to cross accredltthonz7

(ii) “vgrant to permenently accredited doLrnallsts of the
participating States, on the basis Ol arrangements,
muiltivle entry and exit visasg Tor oec1fled nerioas;®

For some time BU¢garian offficials have been suggesting
that Bulgaria had or was about to begin issuing multiple entry
and exlt visas to foreign journalists. On 3rd March, a
Julgerian newspaper claimed documents were under consideratzon
which included the provision, on a reciprocal basiu, of such
visas valid for one year to all torelgn journalists accredited
as permanent correspondents in Sofia, NB, Would this
exclude non-resident accredited Jjournalists? Has this been
instituted yet? Have any Vestern Journalists applied27

(1ii) ‘vfacilitate the issue to accredited journalists of
the particivating States of permits I0r stay in their
country of temporary ”e31dence anc, Ji and when these
are necessary, OF Other Oificlad poapers which 1t 18
appropriate Ior them To naves;™m

/MB. No information.7

NATO CONFIDENTIAL

68



DECLASSIFIED - PUBLICLY DISCLOSED - PDN(2012)0003 - DECLASSIFIE - MISE EN LECTURE PUBLIQUE

NATO CONFIDENTIAL

Chapter II 69
RULGARIA
IS/ LT (Revised)

Yorking Conditlons for Journalists (Contd)

(iv) "vease, on a basis of reciprocity, vrocedures for
arranging travel by journalists...ln Tthe country
wiiere they are exercising their proiession, and to
Provide progressivel eater opportunlitlies Tor such
travel, squecf to Eﬁe observance Of regulations

relating to The existence ol areas closed for
security reasons;"

There appears to be no restriction. United 3tates is
unaware of any formal restrictions though movements are monitored.,
Germany reports no restrictions.

éNB. No information on any !greater opportunities®
or travel,/

(v) ‘vensure that requests by such Journalists for such
travel receive, in so Tar as possible, an eXpeditious

response..s.
/NB. No information./

(vi) ‘"increase the onportunities for Jjournalists of the
participating States To communicate personally with

fhe%g sourcesa inclucding organizatiocns anc orrficigl
instlitutionss -

Access to sources is controlled and very limited though
US reports some improvement since mid-1976. Interviews with
officials seem easy enough to arrange through "Sofia Press®, the
Press Service of the MFA or, according to a Bulgarian official
in December 1976, directly with public organs and institutions.
But conversations are guarded and wary, and often of no value.
Those individuals seen by Jjournalists zre carefully cleared and
vell-rehearsed.

There is virtually no access to private sources.

For some time Bulgarian officials have been claiming
they were setting up a "press centre" for foreign Jjournalists
to make contacts easier. On 24th May, 1977 the Club for Foreign
Journalists was officially opened in Sofia. The Head of the
Press and Information Department, MFA, claimed it would provide
better opportunities for journalists from within and outside
Bulgaria to meet and discuss their work. It is doubtiul,
however, that it will bring any significant improvement in access
to sources.,

N ATO CONFIDENTIAL
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/NB. There is no information on Bulgarian treaztment
of Journalistic projects nroposed by Western
Jjournalists,

Getting permission to film takes time and permits
are often delayed or refused.

{vii) ‘%grant to Journalists of the participating States
the right TO 1mport, SUDJECTt onlv 1o Lts being taken
out agalnl;fhe tecnmical eculvment...necessary ior '
the exerclse oI theilr nrorfessiong'

[MB. Little information./

There seems to be little difficulty with cassette
recorders and cameras, but experience with attempted imports

- of more sophisticated technical equipment hes not been cited.

iB. For single-assignment? For resident
ournalists?/

(viii) T“enable journalists of the other particlpating
Statés,...c0 transmit completely, normally and
rapldly by means recognlised Dy tie participating
states to the informatlon organs which they
represent, the results of their Dr05e551on¢1
activity, including tape recordings and undeveloped
film,,."

/MB. Little information,/

There seems to be no difficulty in transmission of
ﬂateria¢s out of Bulgaria, apart from "technical® problems
elatea to the qual1xy of communications system. However,
one Western radio reporter was charged over 200 for each
“feed" of material transmitted.

NB. No instances of difficulties with exports of
apes and undeveloped film have been reported,/

(ix) ‘“reaffirm that the legitimate pursuit of their
nrofessional activity will neltner render
Journallsts liable To exnulsion nor otherwise
penalise them,.."

No Western reporters have been expelled since
Helsinki,

/FB. Vhat was the performence like before Helsinki?7
ATO CONPFIDENTIGZLL
70~




DECLASSIFIED - PUBLICLY DISCLOSED - PDN(2012)0003 - DECLASSIFIE - MISE EN LECTURE PUBLIQUE

NATO CONFIDENTIAL

Chapter II -7
BULGARTA
T80/ 140 (Revised)

Vorking Conditions for Journalists (Contd)

(x) "....If an accredited journalist is expelled, he
will be Tnformed of the reasons Tfor %éis act and

may submif an application for re—ezamination of his
case. "
Lo

/NB. No information,7

(xi) Accreditation and use of Western cameramen/technicians

ZNB. No information. There are . apparently no lmowm
cases of attempts to import technical assistance,
either temporarily or for resident use37

B. Aspects of performance not mentioned specifically
in tne rinal Act

(i) Co-overation of local press and technical services

/NB, Information unclear./

»
-

"Sofia Press" seems to be the primary agency tasked
with dealing with foreign Journalists, making appointments for
interviews and other arrangements. Although assistance is
minimal, even for Warsaw Pact countries, the United States
reports that a better job than usual was done for the Bulgarian
CP Congress in early 1976 when accredited correspondents in
Belgrade were invited to come (though accreditation makes little
difference in quality of treatment). Services -are free.

» In December 1976, a Bulgarian official referred
o0 the Press Section of the MiFA as the official
channel for Jjournalists in arranging interviews.
Clarify./

Bulgaria provides film crews to visgiting Jjournalists,
and there seem to be few problems with them. '

(ii) DPublic attitude of régime to foreigm journallsts

NB., No information. Does the Bulgarian media try
0 discourage contact with Western Journalists, or
indulge in propaganda campaigns against themz7

(1ii) Journalists! access to internationsl news

[NB. No information. ®&.g. can journalists resident
in Bulgaria recelve subscriptions, wire serv1ce27

NATO CONFIDENTIAL
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Working Conditions for Journalists (Contd)

{iv) Refusing journalists re-entry on the basis of
previous renorting

/NB. No information,/

-

DECLASSIFIED - PUBLICLY DISCLOSED - PDN(2012)0003 - DECLASSIFIE - MISE EN LECTURE PUBLIQUE

Developmen®ts in Bulgaria since Final Act

L

See Table IT.

There has been no significant improvement in
Bulgarian performence since Helginki.

The United States has reported some "slightly
improved access" to official sources based on the experience
of journalists at the Bulgarian CP Congress, and on a visit by
& reporter from a business magazine.

Since late 1976 Bulgarian autheritles have been
cleiming that working conditions for journalists have or are
about to be improved in a number of ways. On 3rd March, a
Bulgarian newspaper said that documenis were under consideration
by the CGovernment envisaging: the provision, on a reciprocal
basis, of multiple entry and exit visas valid for one year to
all foreign journalists accredited as permanent correspondents
in Sofia %ﬁhis could exclude non-resident accredited
journalists): the appointment of press spokesinen in central
ministries, organizations and other bodies, Bulgaria also
cloims sreater readiness to issue visas for single assignment
vigsits (but see US experience, I.A. (i) above).

Bulgarian officials have also been saying they were
setting up a “press centre" for foreign Journalists to make
contacts easier. On 24th May, 1977, the Club for Forelgn
Journaiists was officially onened in Sofia, The Head of the
Ppress and Information Department, MFA, claimed it was in
regponse to the Final Act. He gaid it would provide better
opportunitiss for Journalists from within and cutside Bulgaria
. +o meet and discuss thelr work. It remains o be seen if it

17111 be of any benefit, but it is doubtful that it will bring

any significant improvement in access to sources, other than

nther Jjournalists.

»

I17, Yestern performance

See Table III. /NB. Please complete. Can Allied
capitals help?7/

NATO CONFIDENTIAL
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|
Vorking Conditions for Journalists (Contd)

TABLE I |
VESTERY JOURNALISTS IN BULGARIA ‘
[NB. Please up-date Section A. to mid-1977, noting any changes in 1977; up--date Section B.|entering
figures on calendar year basis if possible,
; ? | Nether- |
Belgium | Denmari: | Germany ; Greece Ttaly lands Norway UK | ! Us Comments
P - - i . - i o
A. In mid-1977 ! ;
Total Journalists Accredited (0)* 0 0 (0)* at least (0)= (1) o 3
one: | (5)*
(L'Unita) ;
No. Resident Journalists 0 0 o 0
No. Resident Cameramen/ !
Technici®ns ..esc0ecees 0 0 0o i 0
No. holding Multi-fxit/ }
Entry ViSas ceececeees 0 0 ° | 0
B. From 1974 to mid-1977 i
Visas for total accredited L 1 :
Journalists seeeeeccss 0 0 (L'Unita 0 l 0
1975) |
Visas for single-~assignment 0% 15 Limited about ’ b §1975§
(1976) number 12 L (1976
yearly!
Visas refused 0 0 C ulikely { 0 (1976) 1 US visit
; cancelled for
apparent lack
| of hotel
E accom., (1976)
Visas delayed more than 6 0 0 ; 0 no no
months ce0eecvcsrsese e g info. info.
Journalists fxmelled % no visa necessary for visit
ST ' ; under 5 months 0

Comments

()* 1974 figures: North itlantic Assembly Nocument CIC/FF(75)10 of September 1975

. Bl 4 2 i e
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Working Conditions for Journalists (Contd)

TABLE II

Degree of improvement in Bulgarian performance since
Helsinki Final Act:

Much

Moderate

Little

None Germany, Italy, UK, US, Denmark

Worse

- Ay & Py
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BULGARTA
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*‘ cr

INFORIMATION

CO-OPERATION IN THEZ FIELD OF INFORMATION

General assessment and summary

ZNB, Please provide short assessment of Bulgarlan
performance on basis of common experience of NATO
missions participating in preparing co-ordinated
veply./

i
=
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== Chanter 1T
BULGARIA
TED/ L {Revised)

Co-operation in the Field of Information (Contd)

Perfornanc bv Bulgaria as regerds co—operation in the

Tield Aﬁf?,f%rmation

-

Compliance with specific Final Act criteria

(i) %...will fayvour increased co-operation among mass
nedle O?Uanizubvomn 1nc1ud1ng,nress agenclies, &s
vell as amnong ndﬁllbnlag_houses and’opgan1zatlon~-"

/NB. o information/

", will favour co--operation among_public or
Ru%vatq} netional or Tnterna tional radio end
Tevision or?anlzqtlobu, in particular through the
LhBP“Q of both live and re scorded radio and
ue'ev13¢on PLOETamme s “and Tarougn the joint
Drdﬁﬁécioni ana the pbroadcesting and distribution
SUCH qugrammPS'“

/NB. No information,/

",..uill encourage meetings and contacts both
betwee1 ’OhrﬂaIlSt orggnlzaflons and between

Qmprnqliuts.c.

-
[..J.
=
~

/8B, No information,

(iv) ¥Y,e.will v1ew favourably the possibilities of
arrange;ents‘between per*o&\cal nuﬁllcgtlons as

weil oo onetween ﬁewsgagers...Lor The nurpose oL
ohaag;ngkana publisning articl Tes: ™
/NB. No information,/

(v) ",.,.will encourage the exchange O0f technical
information as we11 as The organization or joint
ﬂesearua and meetlngg...betwcen experts in the
Tierd ox the press, radio and Televigion.

/B, No information,/

UequO“Aents with respect to Bulgarian performance since
e‘ls inid

/ifB.  No information,/
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BULGARTA
TSD/TLL{Revised)

CULTURE AND EDUCATION

i A - 7B

CO~-OPTRATION AND EXCHANGES IN THE FIELDS OF

§
g ol o

SOME ASPECTS

I, Disseminatiqgﬁand translation of books

A. Western books in Bulgaria

(i) See Table I.

B, Iore information required, even general
€stinmates,/

Thsre scems to be very limited direct importation
0f Western bools in originul language other than highly
specialized and technical publications imported on an
individual single copy basis. Germany concludes that Bulgaria,
along with Romania, imports the lowest numbers of books among
Varsaw Pact countries.

Bulgaria sdheres to the Soviet line on "statistical
reciprocity® in imports and translations of foreign books. They
maintain that they are publishing many more translations of
Vestern literature then vice~versa,

(ii) Translation and publication of Western books

/B, Mo information,/

(iii) Categories of Western books

/NB. iio informetion,/
(iv) Selection criteria and censorship

/B, No information.7

¢
-ce

(v) Availability to public

/NB. No information,/

(vi) Book Exhibitions

An international bcok fair is held annually in Sofia
representing a group of Western publishers at this fair. In
1971, an English company found that Bulgaria was interested
only in placing orders on a reciprocal basis (Source: "Books,
jast and Vest®, Report No. 1, Bast-West Corporation Research
Croup, June 1973).

NATO CONPFIDENTTIAL
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Co~operation and Exchanges in the Field of Culture and Education

(vii) Activities of Western Embassies and cultural centres

/NB. No information. E.g. Do Embassies and culturzl
Centres have libraries with books for loan?/

(viii) Contacts between publishers

/NB. No information,7

(ix) Contacts between libraries; writers: exchanges; etc.

/MB. No information,/

B. Develonments since Helsinki

/NB, No information./

C. Bulg=rian books in Western countries

See Table II.

ZNB. More information required, even general
estinates,/

Bulgaria follows the Soviet line in claiming that
Western countries are not importing, translating and publishing
Bulgarian woris on the scale that Western books are being
Jmﬁortea and translated in Bulgaria ("statistical recivrocity")
Bettef performance is demanded.

II. Films

A, Filn exchenges and festivals

/FB., No information.7

B.  Co-production of films and other contacts

[NB. No information./
III. lLanguage Instruction

=

Lo Western language instruction in Bulgaria
/NB. No information,/
B. Language instruction in Western countries

Bulgeria acdheres to the Soviet line that Western
counwiries must do more in the way of teaching Eastern languages,
including Bulgarien, up to the level of instruction in Western
languages in Dastern countries.
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BULGARTIA
TED/ L4 (Revised)
Co-operation and Ixchanges in the Field of Culture and Education (Contad)
TABLE I |
HUMBER OF WESTERN BOOKS AVAILABLE IN BULGARTA
 Note: All Figures are Estimates
/NB, Please up-date with necessary estimates to mid~-1977/
T T
Total : } /
Countrv Tota Imports Trenslations Categories DBooks (26) Availapility
oy Titles 197 1m3.d=1977 ‘ ) Commaents
Availabld .. . e . ot _ PR .| A
Titles Copies Number Copies| Fiction |Educ. Spec./ docial Othe Stores Libraries
Tech. Sciences ‘x-restric.
— L O-open .
Denmark Ne information
available
Germany No information
available
i . . . L e e
Italy’ Number
| of very
selected
words ?
Netherlands F f none somefhighly none none
specialized ‘
text books a
Norvay T i ’ | o information
- S ez . + :
United States limited prima- ; ;
nugber i rily | g
Comments:
|
~80- NATO CONFIDEBHTIAL
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Chapter II 81
BULGARIA |
T/ I TRevised) |
Co-operation and lxchenges in the Field of Culture and Iducation (Contd)
TABLE
UMBER OF BULGARTAN BOOKS AVA;LABLE IN VESTERI COUNTRIES
Note: All FigurTs are Istimates
Please up~date with neceTsary estimates to mid~1977;7
Total ’ !
Total Imports Translations Categories Books (%) Availability
Country |[Titles 197 Le=mid~1977 L | _ , o Comments
Laredlnt . !
fvailable Titles Humber Copies { Fiction | Iduc Spec./ Social Other i Stores | Libraries
{ Tech. {Sciences x-restric.
l i o-open
- " | — _
Germany ! T: No information yet
' available
Italy 1F limited
number
— . + S _— — — —
Netherlands - Mo information
United | US Library of
Kingdom o o . B Congress figures
; { for mnglish
United ‘ ' translations
States received of
Bulgarian books
(primarily done
in UK and US):
| 1973 8
| _ 1974 15
i i 5 , ) 1975: 13
Cormments:
I . L . —
|
NATO CONRTIDENTIATL -81-
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA
TED/ 4L (Reviced)

INFORMATION

ORAL AND PRINTED INFORMATION

General assessment and summary

1. Czechoslovakian performance in the field of printed
informstion is very restrictive,

24 While a considerable cross=section of Western titles,
particularly periodicals, are being imported, the numbers of
coples are limited.

3 Access to imported materials by the general public
is difficult; a few Western Comnmunist newspapers and some
fashion and sports magazines are put on public sale., VWestern
publications are available in a few tourist hotels but only in
very limited numbers, These and the Western Communist newspapers
are withdrawn if they contain articles unfavourable to
Czechoslovakia, Subscriptions appear possible if purchased from
abroad; if purchased in Czechoslovakia, they are available
only to foreign resident correspondents and diplomatic personnel.
Libraries stock a few Western technical journals and uncon-~
troversial magazines. Otherwise Western materials are intended
for official/institutional use.

L, There has been a little improvement in Czechoslovakian
performance since the Helsinki Final Act.

5. Although Czechoslovakian officials claim to be
impc ting more Western Jjournals, there is little evidence of
an increase in the dissenination of Western printed information.
In fact, British businessmen resident in Prague report that
since Helsinki they have no longer been able to subscribe to
Western newspapers.,

_ 6. There has been some slight improvement but mairly for
tourists, Beginning in late March 1977, 13 Western non-communist
newspapers, and one periodical, have been seen on sale in a.

few major hotels in Prague, Brno and Bratislava, and at Prague
airport These areas are frequented mostly by foreigners, and
copies are few in number and often not on display, though they
may be purchased by Czechosloveks.

NATO CONFIDENTIAL
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA
(Revised)

Oral and Printed Information (Contd)

I, Czechoslovakian performance in the field of oral and
publisned information

A, Asnects of performance mentioned specifically in the
Final Act

(i) 9"To facilitate the dissemination of oral information ..."
. (lectures, .lecture tours, round-table meetings, semlinars,

symposia, summer schools, congresses etc.) ‘

/NB. No information on Czech attitude, specific
projects etcé7 No change since Helsinki,

(ii) "Po facilitate the improvement of the dissemination on
their territory of ... /printed informatlon/ ... LI06n
other participating states,"

See Table I,

There is very limited dissemination of Western news-
papers and other printed information in Czechoslovakia, Imports
cover a very wide range of titles (Czechoslovakia claims it
imports 14,000 titles!), but the numbers of copies (140,000
according to Czechoslovakia), with a few exceptions, are not
adequate for dissemination to the general public. Since the end
of March 1977, 13 Western non-Communist dallies and one weekly
have been on sale at certain hotels and airports, but it is
estimated not to involve additional imports of more than 30
copies per title: hardly enough to ensure any kind of dissemi~
nation on basis of demand, Some additional copies may also be
available from central distributing offices by post on the basis
of individual requests. /NB. Please confirm. Co-ordinated
reply from Prague by UK Embassy makes no mention of this
The bulk of all titleés importsd are technical Jjournals, ?ashion
and sports magazines, some of then (largely German language)
ordered in large enough numbers to cover limited public sale,
Apart from these exceptions, Western printed information is
intended for official and institutional use,

Very few VWestern newspapers and magazines may be
imported by individuals and the latter are subject to custons
checks, There is a blanket prohibition on anything considered

politically offensive, The criteria are laid down by the importing

agencies (see (iii) below)., They base themselves on Article 23
of Law 81/1966 and Law 127/1968.

From evidence availsble on accessibility, (see (v) below),
territorial dissemination of Western printed information is limited:

{1) to Prague for newspapers (official use), and (2) possibly to
other major centres for technical, fashion and sports magazines
(general sales).
NATO CONFTIDENTIAL
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA
evised)

Oral and Printed Information (Contd)

(iii) "... will encourage ... firms and organizations to
conclude agreenents and contracts designed graduall
0 _increase the quantities and -the num%er o? TIL1ES oo
Tmported from the OLNer participatiig SLatesSem

{mentioning: speedisst conditions of dellvery, use
of normal channels for distribution, payment)

Printed information is imported from all Western
countries through the Artia Agency for books and magazines and
Postovni Novinova Sluzba (PNS) for newspapers and political
material, - -

There is no evidence that Czechoslovakia encourages
contracts with Western suppliers in order to increase quantities
and titles,

/FB. No information on how details of present
contracts comply with Final Act,

(iv) %.,.. will take appropriate measures to achieve the
above onjective and to lmplement the provisions
contained in the agreements and contracts,"

Czechoslovakisa honours existing contracts although
reserving the right not to put on sale_issues containing
politically objectionable material, éﬁB. Does it interpret
contracts in restrictive or positive wayz7

There have been no known changes in Czechoslovakian
laws or regulations that might either hinder or improve contracts
and agreements,

(v) PTo_contribute to the improvement of access by the
public to periodical and non-periodical printed
publications imported on the pasls indicated above,"
(1.e. (1I11) and (1v)})

Despite large list of titles imported, especially
periodicals, there is virtually no access by the general public
to them. Only some fashion and sports magazines and technical
Journals may be purchased or read by the general public. Some
Western Communist publications are occasionally on sale, Only
privileged institutions and individuals may have access to all
Westeirn printed information,

NATO CONFIDENTIAL
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Oral and Printed Information (Contd)

(a) %,.. will encourage an increase in the number of places
vhere these publicaticons are on sale,V

Until recently, apart from a few magazines on fashion
and sports (largely German language), and occasionally some
Western Communist publications, no Western printed information
were on sale to the general public. The same applied to sales
To tourists in airports and hotels.

Since the end of March 1977, 13 Western non-Communist
dailies and one weekly have been seen on sale at four Prague
hotels plus hotels in Brno and Bratislava LﬁB. Not Karlovy Varyz7
and at Prague airport. They may also be on sale elsewhere,
Czechoslovaks may buy these newspapers, but the copies are not
always visible and some are kept under counters. Copies of these
papers are also said to be available by post from central
distributing offices (PNS) in Prague, Brno and Bratislava, but
mailing is subject to approval of individual requests. NB. Is
this true? This was not mentioned in UK Embassy reply to ISD/4L,T
¥hile CZechoslovak officials have been hinting at sucg an improve-
ment in access for some time, few additional details have been given
by authorities. Apart from an official announcement on 31st March,
1977, in which a spokesman mentioned only 12 newspapers., (See
Table I for publications on sale, In addition, Le Monde, Die
Presse (Austria), Helsinki Sanomaat (¥inland), Dagens Nyheter
Zgweaen), and NeueTr Zuricher Zeitung (Switzer anai have been
seen at newstands,)

Very few copies seem to be imported and most are sold
out or perhaps put on the black market very quickly, One
estimate is that only 30 copies -of each are imported with about
3 copies of each being distributed to each outlet,

Prices seem to vary considerably, from a fair equivalent
of the newspaper!s price outside Czechoslovakia (e.g. Herald
Tribune) to four times the price (e.g. Toronto Globe and Mail).

B, rue? Please examine this point./ Western Communist
newspapers seem to beé cheaper: e.g. Morning Star costs
1 Czechoslovak crown, while Financial Times costs Kcs 11
(£1 = Kes 19.30).

NAoTO CONFPIDENTIALL
85w




DECLASSIFIED - PUBLICLY DISCLOSED - PDN(2012)0003 - DECLASSIFIE - MISE EN LECTURE PUBLIQUE

NATO CONFIDENTTATL

Chapter III1 -86~=
CZECHOSLOVAKIA
evised)

Oral and Printed Information (Contd)

(b) "..., will facilitate the availability of these
periodical publications QUIiNg CONAresses, conferences
officlal vislits and other internationaI"even%s and co
fourists during the season:"

/fB. Little information/

A few copies of Western non--Conmunist newspapers were

available to Western journalists at a "press centre® set up in

April 1976, for the XV Communist Party Congress. See (a) above
for availability to tourists. /NB. Any improvement during
tourist season?

(¢) %... will develop the possibilities for taking out
subscriptions according to the modalities particular
to each countryg:"

For the ordinary citizen, direct subscriptions to

foreign newspapers and periodicals are virtually impossible to
arrange. When possible (usually through friends or relatives
abroad), copies are sometimes confiscated, and subscribers

B Greekz7 to non-Communist Greek dailiesg, for example, find
heir copies to be censored, Apparently a few private subscriptions
to specialized technical publications are permitted, and rare
cases are known of ordinary citizens subscribing to fashion
magazines, Some local staff of Embassies receive material
through the Embassy address, but not their private one,

Individual subscriptions must be placed through the
Publication Distribution Office and witli a few exceptions this
office only accepts subscriptions from foreign diplomatic
perscnnel, Even foreign scholars have been denied subscriptions
or found previously arranged subscriptions stopped after a few
issues,

Institutions and ministries hold the vast bulk of
subscriptions., They must be able to show that the publication
1s necessary. For these kinds of subscriptions, ths availability
of foreign currency is a factor.

NATO CONFIDENTIAL
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Oral and Printed Information (Contd)

(a) ".., will improve the opportunities for reading and
borrowing these pub.ications in large public Libraries
and thelir reading rooms as well as in university
libraries,"

come Western printed information is available in public
libraries éﬁB. Titles and quantities are unknown/ but access
is restricted to those with permission to see them, such as
certification by a responsible superior that it is necessary
for onels work. Some technical periodicals are available to
the general public and magazines have been noticed in the
reading area of the English Section of the State Library which,
in 1976, received 85 periodical subscriptions from the British
Council, These include the New Statesman and Punch,

(vi) ¥%.,. to improve the possibilities for acquaintance with
bulletins of official information issued by diplomatic
missions and distributed by those missions on the basis
ol arrangements acceptable To the interested parties, '

‘There has been some progress generated by two Western
Fmbassies, but not actively opposed by the Czechoslovak authorities,
The FRG Embassy began in 1976 to distribute a quarterly Czech
language bulletin to about 600 addressees. The older US Embassy
quarterly Czech language bulletin, “Spectrun®, increased its
distribution to 6,000 in 1976, Portugal, Canada and France
distribute a few hundred copies of bulletins in English or
French, The FRG Embassy have applied for permission to distribute
600 copies cf the German language magazine “"Scale® and have been
waiting about 6 months for a reply. :

B. Aspects of performance not mentioned specifically in
the Final fct

(i) DPublication of Western material in Czechoslovakian press

Only teéchnical material put out by Western Embassies
seems to be used, usually if it is accompanied by photographs
and has soize scientific interest, But there are frequent
quotations fiom the Western press to show the West in a bad
light.

(ii) Nupber of and accessibility to Embassy and other Western
reading rooms and libraries

Only the US Embassy has a reading room/library, but
there are Italian end French cultural institutes in separate
buildings. The US get about 50 visitors a day who are nainly
interested in newspapers, The Italians ceonsider it prudent to

HATO CONFIDENTTIATL
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hide Jjournals in greatest demand such as "Rinascita®, the °

: ; : ) A :
Communist magezine. The French have two library directors, one
French and one Czechoslovak, Czechoslovak visitors must ask
the latter for newspapers (most of which are not immediately
visible) and the latter often say "no'.

Access to Embassy libraries and reading rooms is
generally unrestricted spart from the intimidating presence of
local militia guards out front.

(iii) Censorship of incoming Western printed information

Appears to be common practice, Ior instance, privately
subscribed non-Communist dailies from Greece have been censored
before delivery to subscribers, Often it takes form of non-
delivery of subscribed material, even in case of 2 of 12 issues
of National Geographic, if material is somehow objectionable
politically, ensorship criteria appear to be based on
Article 23 of Law 81/1966 and Law 127/1968.

This extends to public sales of printed information.
The Communist Morning Star, Unita and L'Humanité are censored;
in January and February of 1976, two of everv three copies were
not put on sale, and in January 1977 more than half of the copies
of the Morning Star were not on sale, This practice will certainly
extend To the new sales of non-Communist papers.

II. Developnents in Czechoslovakian performance since Helsinki

See Table II,

There has been a little improvement in Czechoslovakian
performance since Helsinki.

- Czechoslovakia claims to be importing more Western
information materials than before Helsinki, but there has been
little evidence to support this claim, In fact, British business-
men resident in Prague have been unable since Helsinki to subscribe
to Vestern newspapers.,

) On the other hand, there has been a slight improvement

in accessibility in that, beginning in March 1977, 13 Western non-
Comnunist dailies and one weekly have been scen on sale for the
first time at 4 Prague hotels, plus hotels in Brno and Bratislava
and at the Prague airport. Czechoslovaks may buy these publications
(thcugh they may not be on display and there are very few copies
available), This also improves access for foreigners and tourists,
who hitherto could buy only Western Communist newspapers.
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III. Western performance

[There is very little information on Western
performance with regard to importation and dissemination of
Czechoslovakian printed information. See Table III, and
complete. Perhaps £llied capitals can help,/
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o ITMPORTATION ] 'PUBLICABALE LVALLARILITY
COUNTRY TITLES | /¥ restricted COMMENTS
| ¢ general
Bulk shipments] Subscriptions §Genera1 public | Tourist Congresses' Libraries
! p 4 4
UK The Times i /1307 80 18 /207 UK figures are for May 1977,
Financial Times 1037 94 8 (plus 30?3 yes(1)| (Kes 11) yes(1) and come from publishers/
(1 : distributors,
The Guardian [207 21 2
| Daily Telegraph 7
Daily LExpress 3
Daily Mail 1
Daily Mirror 1 3 1
Morning Star (CP) 900 yes (Kecs 1) yes available when not censored,
Economist 1007 35 6 [O4] | yes
New Statesman 19 11 S only
The Observer 4 2
Comment yes not seen
Challenge yes in shops
Labour monthly yes
Marxism Today yes ,
i ,
Us  International Herald (plus at least 30)(1) yes(1) (Kes 3) | yes(1)
Tribune 300% yes
Time yves
Newsweek 161 yes Source: Newsweek, April 1976
i
COMMENTS ¢ ‘
* Source: Czechoslovak Embassy, Bonn, 18th May, 1976
Footnote: (1) As of March 1977, 13 Western non-Communist newspapers and g periodical

went on sale for the first time in a few major holels and

airport.

Figure in brackets is single copy newstand price.

at Prague
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TABLE II

Improvements in Czechoslovakian performence in this
field since Helsinki:

Much:
Moderate:

Little: UK, US, Netherlands, Germany, Italy, Canada,
Portugal

No: Greece, Denmark

Worse:

NATO CONFIDENTIAL
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TABLE II1

Titles and numbers of Czechoslovakian printed information

imported by Vestern countries

- [Flease complete/

|
- COMMENTS

COUNTRY TITLE } . NUMBER OF COPIES
jDenmark Unknown Very limited, if any
Norway Unspecified news~ [10 subscriptions

papers and maga- [(1975)
zines
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FILMED AND BROADCAST INFORMATION

General assessment and summary

1. Czechoslovakian performance in the field of filmed
and broadcast information is restrictive but better than some
Warsaw Pact countries,

2. There is no evidence of what, if any, Western recorded
information is being broadcast by radio.

S The number of Western films being imported and shown
is moderate, though they are checked for political acceptability
before being released for screening in public cinemas and on
television., The content is more generally of entertainment
value and less obviously critical of Western society, though
films are sometimes selected to illustrate some faul%s of
cepitalism, DNon-~entertainment films are imported and shown in
considerably fewer nunbers, Information on film festivals
and "film clubs¥ is lacking, but they appear to supplement
the access provided commercially and on television to all
varieties of films,

4, In addition to the moderate numbers of Western films
shown on Czechoslovakian television, they also broadcast a
limited number of Western television programmes/serials, though
not in the numbers claimed by Czechoslovakia,

5 Czechoslovakia effectively jams the Czechoslovak
language broadcasts of Rzdio Free Europe, 5% of Czech and
Slovak broadcasts on BBC and Deutsche Welle are also Jjammed
though the Czechoslovaks deny responsibility for this,

6. Czechoslovakia adheres to the Soviet line on
statistical reciprocity® with the West on film imports and is
a strong proponent of the Eastern argument that radio broadcasts

nust serve "the interests of mutual understanding among peoples®,

T There has been no significant improvement in
Czechoslovakia since Helsinki,

NATDO CONFIDENTTITAL
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Performance by Czechoslovakia as regards Filmed and

Broadcast Information

Radio

A. Conpliance with specific Final Act criteria

(1) %,.. will encourage the wider showing and broadcasting
of a greater variety of recorded and filmed inform
ation from the other participating StatCSeseon

Beee will facilitate the import ... of recorded audio-
visual material Irom the other participating states,'

See Tables I and 11,

Amount?/ no Vestern recorded information is being
broadcast in Czechoslovakia., This is clearly a
language problem and there are apparently no Western
Embassies supplying Czechoslovak Radio with material
in the vernacular,’

Films Czechoslovakia imports a respectable number of

Western entertainment films for commercial and (to a
greater extent) television use, though apparently
not ali are shown. "Czechoslovak Film® obtains
distribution rights for most promising Western films,
and previews them for suitability. The policy is so
iiberal, however, that there has even been criticism
of it in the official press.

Comparable numbers of non-feature films are shown,
particularly on television.

Film festivals are popular and the main one held
biannually in Karlovy Vary is open to the public,
thers are Techfilm, Ekofilm (on the environment)
and Turfilm, Only film professionals and privileged
individuals have an opportunity to see a2ll Western
films imported, but the various film clubs can hire
those which appeared in public cinemas for about
Xes 200 (&11).

N A& T O CONFIDENTIAL. .
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Other Czechoslovakia claims to be importing fairly large
Tele—~ amounts of television programmes and serials, other
vision than films, from the West. Available Western figures

material however only partly back this up and one country's
" observation is that figures pertaining to it are
exaggerated. Moreover, the United States has had no
success in placing television material with
Czechoslovakian television until 1976 when two
series were shown on Sunday mornings.

It should be noted that about two-fifths of
Czechoslovakia is covered by German language tele-
vision broadcasts from Austria and the Federal
Republic of Germany.

Czechoslovakia claims to have imported 3,540 Western
news items in 1975 through the facilities of Inter-
vision/Eurovision, showing 2,677 (= 76%) of them,
This is very hard to check but much Vestern news
film can be seen,

Czechoslovakia maintains the Soviet line on the
need for "statistical reciprocity® between
Czechoslovakia and Western countries in imports of
films.

Czechoslovakia has also claimed that its public

can attend Western films in Czechoslovakia for
more moderate prices than Western audiences can see
Czechoslovak films.

(ii) w,,, illustrating the various aspects of life in
their countries ..."

Although films for commercial and television use from
the West are generally selected for their entertainment value,
there is also a tendency to select films which display Western
society in a critical or unfavourable way, since this makes
their import easier to justify in political terms. Some films
like "The Day of the Jackal" are followed on television by
panel discussions on the evils of capitalism. Other material
selected includes children's serials, nature films and live
sporting events.

[ﬁB¢ What about selection of_news items from Inter-
. Vision/Eurovision facilities?/

NATO CONFIDENTIAL
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(iii) ¥,.. note the expansion in the dissemination of
= information broadcast by radio, and express e hope
for the continuation of thls Process «.s»'

Czechoslovakia jams Radio Free Europe continually
and effectively in urban areas, although it can be received
in rural areas. In addition about 5% of Czech/Slovak services
of the BBC and Deutsche Welle are Janmed though the
Czechoslovaks deny that they are responsible. VOA is not
jammed, but some intereference is occasionally encountered
that suggests jamming from the outside (Czechoslovak officials
have hinted that Soviet mobile units are responsible). n
early 1976 Radio Vatican was reported to be "hampered" é%Bj?
in its broadcasts to Czechoslovakia,

Czechoslovakia admits that it jawms Radio Free Europe
but denies jamming the BBC, Deutsche Welle, VOA, Radio Vatican
and Radio Madrid, (Source: Czechoslovak Embassy, Bonn,
18th May, 1976.)

Czechoslovakia is a stout proponent of the Soviet
line that Western radio broadcasts must "meet the interests
of mutual understanding among peoples" and must not interiere
in the internal affairs of other states. Attacks against
radio stations, especially the VOA, have increased markedly
since early 1977 as a result of sensitivity to Charter 77
events and coverage given them by radio stations in their -
broadcast to the East,

Czechoslovakia has its own external broadcasting
service, which since 1975 transmits 35 hours per day in 10
languages., Programming since 1968 has been less cultural and
more political in content, (Source: "Broadcasting East and
West", EUCORG Report No. 6, 4pril 1974.)

B. Aspects of performance not mentioned specifically
in the Final ActT

(i) Censorship of filmed and broadcast information

"Czechoslovak Film" previews all films imported
before general distribution is made in order to ensure they
are politically acceptable. Selection committees made up of
about 20 critics, party workers and heads of film departments
“evaluate whether the film does not harm our party policy® -
telephone quote to British Embassy from Filmexport Trade
Corporation, The process of dubbing provides opportunities
for the omission of objectionable passages.

NATO CONFIDENTTIALL
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(i1) Activities of Western Imbassies

Most Western nissions have film libraries with films
for loan to institutions and individuals.

_ The United States film library makes loans to local
offices and institutions for showing off premises. There is no
concerted interference with this programme. The British
Embassy has the same experience., Only some 5%, however, or:
the latter?!s 100 or so loans a year are to individuals, Since
Charter 77 events, US has two reports of persons in provincial
towns being investigated for showing films on US borrowed fron

(iii) Access to Embassy film libraries

Beyond the general discouragement of contacts between
Czechs and Western Embassies, there is no general prohibition
placed by Czechoslovakian authorities on visits to Embassy
film libraries, The presence of Czechoslovak militia guards
has a deterrent effect. (See last sentence (ii) above,)

II. Developments in Czechoslovakia since Final Act

See Table III.

There has been no significant improvement in
Czechoslovakian performance since Helsinki; the little improve-
nent noted by Greece is related to bilateral considerations.

Because of sensitivity over Charter 77 events and
coverage given them by Western press and radio stations,
Czechoslovakia has increased its attacks in 1977 on activities
of Western media and on radio broadcasting stations (e.g. VOA)
in particular.. : -

III. ¥Yestern performance

/NB. There is no specific information from Western
sources onh imports of Czechoslovak films, television
and radio material by Western countries, Czechoslovakia
has provided some figures which are included in

Table IV. Please complete as nuch as possible with
ﬁvii% ble Western information, Can Allied capitals

elp?
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WESTERN FILMS SHOWN IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA FROM 1974 TO MID=1977 (UNLESS OTHERWISE MARKED)

/1B,

Please update this table with information for period up to
1id-1977, entering figures on a calender year basis 1f possible,

Entertainment/feature films

Non—feature filns

ifotal (e.g. documentaries, cultural Film || Embassy
Country |No. language, children) { pur~|{loans Conrents
of , ~ chasest
films|{ Commercial Television Film Private/ {Commercial |{Television Film Private/
shown| Cinemas Festivals| Special Cinenas I'estivalsSnecial
Groups tGroups
West: 1 iSources: ()
General (100%) (about 207%) (about 207%) 4 {Czechoslovaekian Embassy
(1975) ; Bonn, 18.5.76. Figures
iare for No, imported, not
| ‘ ii‘uso, shown in j§2§
Gernany 5 ! l
(a) 1974 15 20 0 |
(b) 1575 12 (5%) 38 (16%) 3 |
(¢) 1976 about 9 1 !
Greece | % Sone docunentaries —we—- e f i)Travel, classical history
Italy \ 10 (incl. one every 2 ves 10 (incl, |one every 2 - yes 19 )
non- weeks; 18 features) |weeks; 18 (t74))
features)  |(1975)(incl, (19759 (incl. |
non-features) features) :
Netherlands | occasionally | ves few child~ ves f
(e.g. “Help rents films 1
the Doctor
is Drowning“)3
o i
Horway 3 ; ‘
UK (20%) (LO*) ? ) )' No figures aveilable
us (1975~ Many at eny (Some (1975-6) 1 (1976) 1 (1976)
1id-1977) one time 1 (1977) g (US Invironmental
.2, } Agency Production)
10-10-7 ! | :
9-5-77) (new } ; i , r
& vintage) % ‘ ! | |

Comnents:
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TABLE II

WESTERN TELEVISION AND RADIO MATERIAL BROADCAST IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA FROM 1974 TO

MID-1 UNLESS OTHERWISE MARKED

Aﬁﬁ. Please update table with information for period to mid=1977
entering figures on calendar year basis if possible,

=00i~

-00 1L~

TELEVISION
c . Radio
ountry | TV TV TV films{ NewsProgrammes Programmes Comments
j Programmes Series (see and films gr
— Table I)
West: ; - (Intervision bought (*) Source: Czechoslovak
General ! (41%) 3,540 i{ems, showing Embassy, Bonn, 18,5.67
(1975) | 2,677 (= 76%)*) Pigures are for No. imported
! : not No., shown, in 1975
Germany { ———— 20 19743 ———
| 38 (1975
i 17-18 (1976 to July)
Greece | Sometimes: Tourisms
' classical, history
Ttaly 7 e e e
- ‘ D . -
Netherlands 1 { N No concrete figures
Norway (1975) 2
UK ————— 629 e * *¥ Czechoslovakian figure
Perhaps exagg- for 1975 quoted by UK
erated, incl.
___["Henxy vIIT" o
Us (75/76) 2: "The Modics" No placement by No place-
"Daktari” Embasgy. ment
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TABLE TIT

Degree of improvement in Czechoslovakian performance
since Helsinki Final Act:

Much: -

Moderate: = ,

Little: Greece (bilateral), Italy

None: Germany, Netherlands*, UK, US

Worse: - -

#1IS interpretation
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INFORMATION

WORKING CONDITIGNS FOR JOURNALISTS

General assessment and summary

1. Until recently overall Czechoslovakian performance
could have been classified as very restrictive, Since early
1977, and the rise of the Charter 77 group, it has been
extremely so,

24 The nmost restrictive aspect of Czechoslovakian
performance is the great difficulty faced by Western Jjournalists
in getting entry to Czechoslovakian single assignments,
tpplications are normally carefully screened to remove any
potential "troublemakers® and possibly to keep the numbers of
visitors to a manageable nininmum, A list of "undesirables®
is maintained and the success of re-entry applications depends
on the Yobjeéctivity® of reporting from previous visits. ©Since
about April, applicants have been refused who do not agree in
advance not to contact dissidents of Charter 77.

5. Lccess also réemains a serious problem., OCfficials
are routinely available, but these contacts have limited value,
Contact with non-~official and private sources is extrenely
difficult and discouraged Dy pressures on Jjournalists and the
individuals concerned. Access to dissidents is physically
prevented,

L, With such tight restrictions on entry and access to
sources , Czechoslovakian authorities are relatively relaxed
about freedom of travel, imports of technical equipment and
personnel, and despatch of reports, tapes and undeveloped film,
Recently, however, Journalists seeing dissidents have had
materials taken firom them on departure.

5e Up to the end of 1976, some slight improvement in
Czechoslovakia had been noted, Since then, however Czechoslovak
sensitivities sbout Western reporting on Charter 77 eveuts
has led to a pronounced tightening of controls over foreign
journalists, ©Some results are noted above. There have, in
addition, been increased haramssment and surveillance and cases
of detention and interrogation, The result is a strong
deterioration in working conditions for Journalists in
Czechoslovakia.
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@g;king,conditiggsmfor Journalists (Cdntd)

I. Performance by Czechoslovakia as regards Working
~ Conditions Ior Journalists

A, Compliance with specific Final Act criteria

(i) Yexamine in a favourable spirit and within a suitable
and reasgonanle timescale requests from Journalists
o ‘., P
Tor visas:'

See Table I,

Czechoslovalkia takes a harsh line with respect to
applications from journalists for single-assignment visits,
exercising strict control over who gains entry in order to
eliminate any potential "troublemakers®, Although refusals
occur relatively frequently in comparison with other Warsaw
Pact countries, Milan Kadnar, Chief of the Press Department of
the MFA has said (llarch 19765 these are "exceptional' and only
involve newsmen who are at variance with the UN Charter, the
Helsinki Final Act, Jouwrnalistic ethics and State Securi%y
interests®, e referred to an "index of undesirables" which
contained the names of such newsmen; it also appears to contain
organizations, such as VOA, whose Journalists are proscribed
from entry, and those individuals who have written uncomplimentary
stories on Czechoslovakia., (See B(iv) below.)

Since the publication of the "Charter 77" protest,
Czechoslovak authorities have almost ceased issulng single
assignmnent visas to VWestern journalists, ©Since about April 1977
Czechosliovakia has adopted a policy of refusing visas to
Journalists who do not pledge in advance that they will not =
contact dissidents.

In view of the difficulties encountered in gaining
entry, some Journalists have come into Czechoslovakia under
the cover of %tourists', (While these individuals can be
caught and expelled, Czechoslovakia has included them among
the nunbers of journalists "welcomed® to Czechoslovakia each
year.) Since Charter 77 events, some individuals entering
Czechoslovakia in this manner have been expelled, and it has
been made known that others entering this way run a serious
risk of prosecution and imprisonment of seversal months,

There is little information on the speed of processing

applications, Kadnar has claimed that applications are processed
in 1 to 3 weeks,

NATO CONFIDENTIAL
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Applicants for permanent accreditation are subject to
close scrutiny, like those for single visits, but once they
receive their visas (see (ii) below), they encounter few procedural
difficulties. Accreditation documents are issued for 6 months
(like visa), There have been no renewal problems since AFP
correspondent's accreditation was not renewed in January 1975.

(ii) ‘"grant to permanently accredited journalists of the
participating states, on the basis of arrangements,
multiple entry and exlit visas for specified periods;"

All permanently accredited foreign Jjournalists have
multiple entry and exit visas valid for 6 months.

. Presume this is unilaterally applied. 1Is
reciprocity demanded? Since Helsinki?/

(1i1) Mfacilitate the issue to accredited journalists of the
participating states of permits for stay in thelr
country of temporary residence and, if and when tnese
are necessary, of other official papers which it 18
appropriate for them to have;™

/NB. No information, Residence permits? Press cards?/

(iv) lYease, on a basis of reciprocity, procedures for
arranging travel by ] ]
where they are exercising thelr protression, and to
provide progressively greater opportunities Ior such
travel, subject to the observance or regulations
relating to the existence ol areas closed for security

reasons;“

Since entry and access to sources are so carefully

. controlled, . Czechoslovakian authorities appear rather relaxed

about the guestion of freedom of movement and travel, This is
attested to by a number of Allies. There appear to be few if

any travel restrictions and permission to travel is not needed,
Nonetheless, journalists are under surveillance and the programmes
of visiting journalists are often so carefully arranged and
adhered to as to preclude any private travel. Journalists do

not have to subnit programmes to the Foreign Ministry or Press
Centre if they want to travel outside Prague, but they are
encouraged to do so and this usually helps them get appointments.

o« No information on whether Czechoslovakia organizes
Journalists?! tours or otherwise "provides greater
opportunities® for travel,/
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(v) “ensure that requests by such Jjournalists for such
travel receive, in so far as possible, an expeditious

response aes'

No request necessary. Not applicable,

(vi) ‘Yincrease the opportunities for Jjournalists of the
participating states to communicate nersorally with
their gources, including organizations and officladl
instituzions;®

Once they have gained entry to Czechoslovakia, access
tc sources ig the major difficulty that forelgn journalists face,

Appointmnents for official contacts are requested
routinely through the Foreign Journalists Centre of the IMFA,
Llthiough Czechoslovakia claims that journalists can obtain any
informetion and interview any number of high cfficials and
specialists, in reality such contacts are closely supervised

by the MFA and are of limited value, In addition, interviews
requested are not granted. Very few interviews are possible

with Party or senior Government personalities, As a matter

of form, Czechoslovakia has made contacts with officials somewhat
easier tsee Part II below) but the result has been disappointing,

Contacts with private individuals are extremely
limited, They are discouraged through pressures on the
individuels concerned and by surveillance of Journalists and
individuals alike, Since beginning of Charter 77 events in
January 1977, these problems have inc“eased, with virtual denial
of access to dlssidents through use of police and even tear
gas. In /pril 1977, Czechoslovak spokesmen and visa~issuing
authorities have said that Journalists trying to interview
any of the signatories of Charter 77 would be liable to be
Getained and expelled,

Journalistic and filming projects not concerned with
dissidents are treated reasocnabiy helpfully.

(wvii) "grant to journalists of the participating states the
right to Import, subject only to its being taken out

agalni_tho fechnical equipment ... necessary for the
exXercise oL Ltheir profession;w

Czechoslovakian performance seems perfectly uatischforyo
Once Journalists are approved for a visa, they nay bring in any
equipment which they have specified as essential in their original
request for entry, /[NB, Has this changed since Charter 77%?
U5 notes no experience as yet with such a 51tuation.7
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(viii) FTenable Jjournalists of the other participating states
ece o Ttransmit completely, normally and rapidly by
means recognized oy the participating states to the
information organs which they represent, Tthe results
oI thelr professional activity, including tape
recordings and undeveloved film ,.,"

Up to January 1977, Czechoslovak performance was
adequate and still is in most cases. Journalists may file
uncensored texts as they wish through local hotel/post office
facilities, and may export tape and film, Since Charter 77
appeared in January 1977, however, Journalists who have seen
dissidents have had notes, tapes and films confiscated at the
border when leaving Czechoslovakia, In one case a Canadian
correspondent had notes, tape and film confiscated at Prague
airport on departure by authorities who accused him of seeing a
dissident, He had not and it was some days before confiscated
materials were returned to him following strong protests by
the Canadian Government,

(ix) ‘"reaffirm that the legitimate pursuit of their
professional activity will neither render journalists
lable to expulsion nor otherwise penalise them ..."

No recent cases of expulsion of permanently accredited
Journalists have been reported.

Some Jjournalists (e.g. two Dutch Journalists seeking
contact in 1975 with Dubcek; two French lady journalists who
saw Charter 77 signatories in March 1977) have entered
Czechoslovakia under cover as "tourists®, have been discovered
and expelled,

" In February 1977, two US and one FRG accredited-
visiting Jjournalists were removed from trains when leaving
Czechoslovak territory and subjected to long interrogations,
confiscation of notes and, in two cases, a requirement $¢ proceed
to Austria on foot. They had been interviewing Charter 77
s;gnatories, In Czechoslovakia on a regular Journalists visiting
visa, a journalist from Spanish newspaper "Pueblo" was detained
for several hours in April 1977 for trying To sce dissident
Mlynar and though he departed on aircraft he chose, he would not
have been allowed to stay and was all but expelled,

NB, Have Jjournalists suffered other "penalties"i?
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(x) "... If an accredited journalist is expelled, he will
be informed OFf T e reasons for this act and me _
SUDMLt an application for re-examination of his case,”

No accredited journalist has been expelled since
Helsinki, "

(xi) Accreditation and use of Western cameramen/technicians

Permanently accredited journelists can have their own
cameramen and technicians accredited with them,

The resident German ARD Television correspondent has
had his own camera team for some time /NB., Since Helsinki?

Once visiting single-assignment journalists are
epproved for visa, they can bring with them any technical
personnel which they have specified as essential in their
original application for entry,

B. Aspects of performance not mentioned specifically
in the Final ActT

(1) Co~-operation of local press and technical services

The Press and Information Centre for Foreign
Journalists at the MFA deals with accreditations, applications
for interviews, and other modalities of relations with accredited
and single assigned journalists., Interviews for all journalists
and tours and programmes for visiting Journalists are arranged.
(Many requested interviews, however, are not granted. Very few .
interviews are possible with Party or senior Government
personalities.)

The Centre charges a $15 fee for supplying an accredi-
tation card to Jjournalists making single visits, but there are
no charges for resident accredited journalists,

Technical services (film, sound crews, etc.) are
available /NB. Costs/

(i1) Public attitude of régime to foreign journalists

In the past, Czechoslovakia has consistently tried
to discourage public contact with Western journalists, and has
indulged in propaganda campaigns against themn.
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There has been a pronounced crescendo in this activity
in 1977 since the beginning of Charter 77 events., All five
of the accredited resident correspondents from NATO countries
have been warned by the MFA that their interviews with dissidents
are considered as interference in internal affairs contrary
to the Final Lct, The Czechoslovakian press has also distorted

. the preamble and .the penultinate sentence of section 2 of

Basket III by saying, for example, "the Final Act says that
dissemination of information should help create good relations
between states™ (Rude Prhvo 5.3.77) and "The Signatories of

the Final Act actually undertook to improve conditions for
Journalists who legitimately pursue their professional activity,

To these who would like to conduct illegal activity in foreign
countries, they actually gave no undertakings in the Final Act®
(Rude Prhvo 9.4.77). This has all been part of a general

canmpaign to blame Western media for interfering in Czechoslovakia's
internal affairs.

(iii) Journalists?! access to international news

Resident Journalists have no trouble receiving wire
services and have practically none in receiving subscriptions
to Western printed information.

(iv) Refusing journalists re—entry on the basis of previous

regorting

In addition to watching the general reporting habits
and attitudes of many Western journalists and organizations,
the MFA monitors reports filed by Jjournalists during and after
visits to Czechoslovakia, It is made clear to Journalists
that any lack of "objectivity" in reporting could result in

future refusals for re-entry, Some examples: one US journalist

was refused on the grounds of an article he had written on
intraparty friction; two Le Monde journalists were denied
entry for allegedly having distorted contents of interviews
set up for them on earlier visits.

II Developments in Czechoslovakia since Final Act

See Table IT.

Up to the end of 1976, there had possibly been some
sligh® iuprovement in one or two aspects of Czechoslovak
pe;formance since Helginki, Recent events, however, have
pointed to a hardening attitude by Czechoslovak autﬁorities in
their already harsh approach to entry by Western journalists,
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A "Press Centre! was set up in the Press and
Information Centre for Foreign Journalists during the XV Communist
Party Congress in April 1976. Advance texts of speeches were
circulated and briefings held. Exceptionally a few copies of
Western non~Communist newspapers were available, (Please note
with reference to IA(v)(b) of Printed Information Section,)
But this was no great concession since Journalists from socialist
countries had their own press centre at the Congress Hall itself
two miles away,

It was reported in mnid-1976 that each Government
HMinistry was designating a press contact spokesman to assist
the foreign press, These spokesmen have been of practically
no use, usually being "unavailable® or unable to provide any
information,

The United States has reported one case in 1976 of a
previously banned Journalist being given entry permission to
Czechoslovakia, Two BBC Journalists had the same eXperience
in 1976. But in 1977, the trend i1s in the opposite direction,

Since the beginning of the "Charter 77" protest,
Czechoslovakia has taken a harder line in processing requests
for entry. Almost no visits are being approved, and when
approved, apparently only if the correspondent binds him/herself
in advance to stay away from dissidents, _

It has also strongly increased harassment of accredited
foreign journalists seeking information on and interviews with
dissidents, It has forced accredited visiting Jjournalists
who have seen dissidents off trains, have interrogated them and
configcated notes. '

IIT., Western performance

See Table IIT,
ZF o Can Allied capitals helpz7
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TABLE II

Degree of improvement in Czechoslovakian periformance
since Helsinki Final Act:

Much:

Moderate:

Little: (ag generally: Greece (bilaterai reasons)
(b) in all but access: Germany, UK

None: Netherlands, US, Denmark N
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‘ TABLE IIT ‘
<CZmCHO°LOVAKIAN JOURNALISTS IN WESTERN COUNTRIES

Zﬁ?._ Please update section & to mid-1977, noting any changes for 19773
update section B to mid-1977, on calendar year basis if possible,

Belgiuvm yD

&

In mid-1976
Total Journalists
aceredited

(1)

Denmaxrk

Germnany

Neth INorway

UK

Us

Comments

(5) 6

G;eecej;taly

(1)

1 _foye] (o)

(2)*

()% 1974 figures; North
f.tlantic Ass. document
BIC/FR(75)10 of Sevt.!'75

fio, resident
Jjournalists

Wo. resident
cameramen/techs,

¥o. holding multi-
exit/entry visas

From 1974 to mide=
1976

Visas for total
accredited journa-
lists

Visas for single-
assignment

Tourist
visas
issued

about

15

5(1976)

1 (1976)

Visas refused

0

0 (1976)

Visas delayed more
than 6 months

-0

1%(1975 )

Journalists
exvnelled

Commentsz:

* Processing delayed of Rudo Prévoy

reques
denial
ponden

t in retaliation fox

of visa to VOA,corres—
t in Sept. 1975
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CO-OPERATION IN THE FIELD OF TNPORMATION

General assessment and summary

/WB. Please provide short assessment of Czechoslovakian
performance on basis of coumon experiences of NATO
missions participating in preparing co-ordinated

reply,/

L——I
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INFORMATION

O--OPERATION IN THE FIELD OF INFORMATION

Ie Performance by Czechoslovakia as regards co-operation in
the field oi iniormation

Conpliance with specific Final Act criteria

(i) “.., will favour increased co-operation among mass
nedia organizations, including wress agencies, as
L &8s amonp_ptBLLUnlngfhouses and organizacions:”

éNg. No information/

(ii) %,.. will Ffavour co-operation among public or private
national or international radio and television
organizations, in particular through the exchange of
both Tive and recorded radio and television progranmnes
and thnrougn the joint production, and the broadcasting
ancd digtribution oi such progranmess”

In 4pril 1976, the United States Information Agency
reported it was discussing a possible television co-production
agreenent with Czechoslovakia.

(iii) ©,., will encourage meetings and contacts both
between Journalist organizations and between
JOUrNALisSTtS eaeel

The FRG and France have had an exchange of groups of
Journalists with Czechoslovakia in each direction in 1975 and
1976 but in 1977 the nrocess came to a standstill, 4 UK offer

©o ;nv1te one or nore Journa11sts made in 1976 has not yet
been taken up., & group of Czechoslovak Jjournalists visited
Norway in 1976,

(iv) %,.. will view favourably the possibilities of arrange-—
ments between periodical publications as well as
between nNewsSpapers ... 10or the purpese of exchnanging
an&’Eubllshing,arflcle s

/NB. lio information/
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(v) w,,. will encourage the exchange of technical
information as well as the organization of Jjoint
research and meetinss ... between experts in the
field of The press, radio anc television.,"

These are the sorts of activities which Czechoslovak
authorities favour, For example, they have recently concluded
a TV agreement with Portugal,

/N8, Other examples?/

IT1, Developnents with respect to Czechoslovakian performance
since Helsinki

/NB. No information/
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CO-OPERATION AND EXCHANGES IN THE FIELDS OF CULTURE AND
EDUCATION

SOME ASPECTS

I. DISSEMINATION AND TRANSLATION OF BOOKS

A,  VWestern books in Czechoslovakia

(i) General assessnent

See Table I,

éﬁB, More information required, even general
éstimates,/

Czechoslovakia claims to have a highly commendable
record in lmportation and translation of Western books, said
to include %every important work" published each year, Further
information is necessary to permit Western judgement on
Czechoslovakian performance, but it does seem moderate numbers
of books are involved, which is considerably better than that
of the USSR (given population differences), and numerically
much better than Bulgaria and Romania,

In its June 1973 report, "Books: East and Vegt",
the European Co-operation Reéesearch Group (EUCORG) concludes
that Czechoslovakia has not, since the early 1960s, been meeting
he high potential of the Czechoslovakian market for foreign
books, traditionally one of high quality translations and wide
readership. In 1972 for example 4,000 new titles were published, .
of which 350 were foreign works including 175 transactions of
English, French and German books, As of 1973, the foreign
book market was steady only in its demand for scientific and
medical books, Foreign currency shortages are also a factor,

(ii) Translation and publication of Western books

NB. Little information/ The United States reports
that some glish language books are translated and published in
Czech and Slovak, but the decision to translate is dependent
on sales potential and political suitability, the latter
being the primary factor, The amount of paper available for
printing also has some bearing in that publishers are allotted
set amounts annually on which they must print both domestic
and foreign works. (Source: EUCORG,) EUCORG also notes that
the Czechoslovakians have been well known many years for the
quality and quantity of their translations.

NATO CONFIDETIMNTTATL
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(1iii) Categories of Western books

0ld classics, detective stories and technical works
predominate, but nearly always in locally produced vernacular,
Most English language textbooks come from the USSR. /NB. Purchased ,
from West?/

(iv) Selection criteria and censorship

Books are generally innocuous or portray unfavourable
aspects of Western life, The official literary agency Dilia
claims to be purchasing "every important work“ apart from those
antagonistic to the régime (Source: EUCORG)

/NB. Are passages in translated ﬁestern books changed
or removed?

(v) Availability to public

There is no shop selling Western boocks in Prague. There
is limited access to English Section of Prague University Library.

No American books in original language are imported
for general sale. Other Vestern oooks are also available
predominantly in Czech or Slovak translations done loccally.

(vi) Book exhibitions

Czechoslovakia allows book exhibitions, but under care-
ful control, France has had 3 in 1977, and Italy one,

(vii) Activities of Western Embassies and Cultural Centres

The US, France, Italy and Canada have book libraries
loaning facilities for loans to official institutions and private
individuals, NB., Success? Proportlon of loans to ind1viduals?7
There seems to have been a decline in borrowings in 1977 because
of Government intimidation over Charter 77. Access to unrestricted

. apart from deterrent of presence of police guards.

(viii) Contacts between publishers

The Czechoslovak Foreign Minister has told Denmark
in September 1976 that Czechoslovakia intended to establish
co-operation between publishing houses of various CSCE countries,
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(ix) Contacts between libraries, exchanges, etc,

he French have had some library contacts. For
3 years, British Council has been trying to open English
language section in Bratislava Library, but has been frustrated
by Czechoslovak insistence on reciprocity in London rather
than, as has been suggested, Glasgow.

B, Developnents since Helsinki

/NB, 1Mo information/

&2
.

Czechoslovakian books in Western countries

See Table II.

/B, lore_information required, even general
estimates&7 ‘

Czechoslovakia follows Soviet lines in claiming
that Western countries are not importing, translating and
publishing Czechoslovakian works on the scale that VWestern
books are imported and translated in Czechoslovakia (¥statistical
reciprocity“g Better performance is demanded, However,
EUCORG notes that the Czechoslovakian agency Dilia does not
have a vigorous and entrepreneurial approaci to sales in Western
countries, Moreover, it selects writers for promotion poorly,
taking political as well as literary factors into account,

II. FILMS

Le Film Exchanges and Festivals

Film weeks have occasionally been held, one in
France recently and a British one in Prague in 1974, Film
festival organizers often ask for Western entries, but
censorship is applied - e.g. the British ITV entry "The Naked
Civil Servant was banned from the Prague 1976 festival,

3. Co-production of films and other contacts

Occasional film co-production takes place, often
as part of a wider industrial co-operation deal designed to
avoid Czechoslovakia having to buy e.g. ICL computers, for
hard currency, Such was the case with the 1976 film "Operation
Daybreak® about the assassination of Nazi Reichsprotektor
Heydrich (this will not be shown in Czechoslovakia because it
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Co=-oneration and Exchanges in the fields of Culture and
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indicates that a country other than the USSR helped liberate
Czechoslovakia), 4An FRG/Czechoslovak co-production "Die
IMadschenskrieg'" from a novel by the East German Manfred
Bieler will also not be shown locally,

ITI, LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION

A Western language instruction in Czechoslovakia

Czechoslovakia claims that Vestern languages are
taught on a wide scale in Czechoslovakia.

Russian is compulsory from 9 years. One other
language is usually also taught in secondary schools, preference
being for German, English, French and Italian in that order,
There have been Gernen and French TV lessons since Helsinki.

B, Language instruction in Western countries

[TB. No information/

Czechoslovakia adheres to the Soviet line that Vestern
countries must do more in the way of teaching Eastern languages,
including Czech and Slovak, up to the level of instruction
achieved in Eastern countries, ("Statistical reciprocity®,)

NATO CONPFIDENTIAL
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TABLE
NUMBER OF WESTERN BOOKS AVAILABLE IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA
Note: All figures are estimates
/TB, Please update with necessary estimates to mid-1977, 4
c . Total Total Translations Categories Books (%) Availability c nt
-Coun A , o omments
Ty zigiizble '7LE?EO§;21 No, i Copies Fiction Educ, !Spec/|Social iOther|{ Stores Libraries
& S AR et S R B Tech, {Sciences jx=restric.
Titles Copies o-open _
West: | 1170 yriy.| (36,000)* % Yes ()% from 1972-76 incl. Article by
General average)¥* | each ! Juri Stepanik, in Mezinarodni Vztahy, |
i ! Nov/Dec 1976 quote& in RFE Research
| M9th January, 1977
T ' "SF
Denmark i | gToiinformation availabls )
Germany! §113)% i ? j
22)#% !
c (.6 ~ ()% 1974-75, ‘ Czech Embassy, -Bonn
=10 ! : 18th May, 197
yearly mlllion)**‘ mostly non~fiction
L
Greece ,Very few | ; Mostly Communist orientation
} ! |
Ttaly (33)* 20 | '
yrly (23)% ! | Some llany done before 1948, copies may
108 books X ' 1O no|longer be available .
6 plays f % !
Norway ! 5 No, information available
UK (211)* (1.5 ! g
(60)*x million )i ; ;
ks H !
us Some (2.5 % 5 Sone { I
(24 )x* million ) 2 (transla- | !
. f | tions i e
| i only) |
f | : | z
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Co-operation and Exchanges in the fields of Culture and Educatidn (Contd)
‘ TABLE | II
NUMBER OF CZECHOSLOVAKIAN BOOKS AVAILABLE IN WESTHERN COUNTRIES
Note: All figureg are estimates
Totil Total Translations Categories |Books (%) § Availability g
: Titles Imports . e . ; Y . ,
Country ” _ : ‘No. Coples ' Fictlon jkduc.; Speg¢/iSocial Other { Stores ! Libraries | Comments
Available} '75-76 1nc%: Tech. [Sciences x-restric, |
TitlesCopied : , o=open ‘
()% 1972-76_inclusive: quoted in
RFE Research, 19th January, 1977.
l()** 1974~75: Czech Embassy,
{Bonn, 18th May, 1976
Denmark ! | lwo information available
Germany ! ‘ 20 yearly ! i
Italy i (10)* No information available
Netherlands (11)*
Norway § No information available
-r- ' :
UK (29) : ' US Library of Congress figures
for English translations. of
Us . (2)#x books received (primarily done
- in UK and US): 1973-40
197437
1975-~25
{
oL .
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INFORMATION

s ORAL AND PRINTED INFORMATION

General assegsment and sunmary

-
F
Za

1., The performance of the GDR in the field c¢f primted
information is extremely restrictive, the worst of all coulltries
in the Warsaw Pact,

2, A meagre sampling of Western non-Communist newspapers,
news magazines and political and general periodicals (principally
German language) are imported and only in a few copies, A large

number of highly specialised scientific/technical Jjournals are
imported in a few copies.

3. Apart from some Communist newspapers sporadically
avaiisble for sale, no Western printed information is accessible
to the general public by any means, Privileged institutions and
individuals have access on a limited basis.

4, There has been no improvement in GDR performance
since the Helsinki Final Act,

NATDO CONFIDENTTIATL
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€

I. GDR performance in the field of oral and published
: information

A, Aspects of performance mentioned specifically in the
Final Act

(i) "o facilitate the dissemination of oral information,.."
(Tectures, Tecture tours, round-table meetings,
seminars, symposiums, summer schools, congresses, etc,)

United Kingdom reports no encouragement is given British
specialists in social sciences or humanities fields to give
lectures during their visits, Scientists give lectures, but this,
no doubt, is considered safe and useful,

- DECLASSIFIE - MISE EN LECTURE PUBLI

/NB. What is experience of others?/

(ii) "To facilitate the improvement of the dissemination on
their territory ..., /prainted information/ ... irom
other particilpating states.

See_Table-ln

There is almost no dissemination of Western printed
information in the GDR., Only a very few Western newspapers,
news magazines and non-—specialised periodicals are imported, and
in extremely limited numbers. There are somewhat larger imports
of Western Communist publicaticns, GDR Authorities have told one
Ally that they exclude any increase in the numbers of titles of
Western newspapers to be allowed in, The vast bulk of printed
information imported from the West consists of highly specialised
technical journals,  Some decline in the amount of this material.
has been noted by the Federal Republic of Germany.

- There are strict cumtoms controls to prevent individuals
from bringing in certain printed information according to apparent
list maintained by post office of permitted Western materiel,

This seems to be drawn up arbitrarily and is applied rigorously
even to privileged institutions,

DEGLASSIFIED - PUBLICLY DISCLOSED - PDN(2012)0003

»

From evidence on accessibility (see (v) below),
dissemination is restricted to headquarters locations of privileged
ministries and institutions (for non=Communist material), and
possibly (for Communist publications) to some sales points.
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(1i1) “... will encourage ... firms and organizations to

conclude apgreements and contracts designed rodually
R DN o
o _Jlncrease The quantities and the number_o% tTitles....
the ot

WA

€
IMpPoTted Iron tne other participating states.y
Al . ' : g, s
(mentioning: speediest conditions o% delivery, use

of normal channels for distribution, payment)

[NB. No information beyond knowledge that imports can
only be effected through central import/export office.
Is there any evidence that GDR encourages contracts
between its agency and Western suppliers? How do
details of existing contracts comply with Final Act?/

(iv) ®,,, will take appropriate measures to achieve the
above objeceive and 1o implenent Lhe provisions
contalned in The agreements anu contracts,”

/NB. ©No information. Has GDR modified any laws or
regulations that might be hindering improvements in
contracts and agreenents, or taken any other measuresz7

(v) "To contribute to the improvement of access by the
ublic To periodical and non-periodical printed
pupLications im orfea,on the basis inaicatea above,V
ii.e. )

11) an lV;.

See Table I,

Accessibility is extremely limited to the miniscule
amounts of Western printed information imported into the GDR.
It is confined almost solely to privileged individuals and
institutions, and restrictions on their access are great
(e.g. very little material is apparently available even to
personnel of the Institute of Foreign Relations)., 4 number of
Communist publications are available to the general public on an

‘occasional basis at some news-stands., Highly specialised

Journals are also available to individuals in libraries and
reading rooms, but never to general public.

(a) "... will encourage and increase in the number of

laggs,where”tﬁese‘ UDLLCALLONS ore on saie:
N LR I AT i N AL AN o P b TRl s LM

No non-Communist Western printed information is being
sold to the general public; some Communist newspapers are
occasionally avallable at some news-stands. Except for the

NATQO CONFIDENTIAL
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Oral and Printed Information (Contd)

availability of the Herald Tribune at two major hotels during
the Leipzig Trade Fair, no other evidence has been found of
sales to foreign tourists (which, apart from FRG visitors,
are few).

(b) ¥,.., will facilitate the availability of these
periodical pupiications during CONgresses,
comerc—:—nces«L official visits and other international
events ang o Lourists during the Season; v

/lB, Little information/

Some American sciertific/technol ogwcal 1noommation
was on display at the Leipzig Trade Fair, but not on sale or
for distribution,

See (a) above for availability to tourists. There is
no discernible tourist season.

(c) ¥%.., will develop the possibilities for taking out
SUDSCTLD LLONS according to the modallties particular
chpaouwgounrry‘“

There is no possibility for the general public to hold
subscriptions to Western printed information, This is limited to
privileged insgtitutions and individuals., The numbers of these
subscriptions are not great.

(a) ¥w.., will 1{Qrove the opportunities for reading and
borroying Ctnese ublwcatlons in large public llErarles
ana, %ﬁe T CeaGlng rooms as Weil &as in University .

Tibraries. "

Western newspapers and generzl pediodicals are not
available to the general public in public libraries gndopeading
rooms. /NB. Are holdings nonetheless awamilable for those
with spec1a1 access?/ Special holdings are probably available
at institutes ttacﬁed to Ministries and the Central Committee
of the Party. Access is limited.

Highly specialized scientific/technical journals are

held by certain libraries for use by qualified indivicduals and
institutions. University social science and humanities

NATO CONFIDENTIAL
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faculties on the other hand, even have difficulty getting funds
for literary and other Jjournals, which goes to science first.

(vi) V...

to improve the_-ossibilities_fqr.ac—uaintance
w1th

o5 the -asis o 'arréngeﬁen S_acceptable 1

17 teres ted par ties. L

No Western mission issues an information bulletin.
/NB. Please confirm. Anyone tried? ALre they forbidden by
GDR authorities?/

B. Aspects of -erformance,not»mentioned,s-ecificaTIX
oI

(1) Publication of Western material in the GDR press

[MB. Little information/ UK has noticed no
publication of British material, apart from selective quotations
to prove points,

(i1) Number of and accessibility to Embassy and other
Western reaging rooms and fibrariés
[NB, Little information/ UK has no library. US Embassy

will be opening reference library of titles of specialized books
and articles in near future.

Although access to foreign missions is by law forbidden
without GDR permission, it is not normally enforced. Access to
book libraries should therefore be unrestricted apart from element
of intimidation posed by presence of GDR militia at front gates.

(iii) Censorship of incoming Western printed information

[@B Little information/ There seems to be list of
approved publication for import. Of those imported, there is
probably random censorship.

IT. Developments in GDR performance since Helsinki

There has bean no improvement in GDR performance since
the Helsinki Final Act,

NATO CONFIDENTIAL
~127~



" DECLASSIFIED

1

- PUBLICLY DISCLOSED - PDN(2012)0003 - DECLASSIFIE - MISE EN LECTURE PUBLIQUE

NATO CONFIDENTTIATL

=] 28w Chapter IV
GDR
15D/144(Revised)
. Oral and Printed Information (Contd)

The only developments have, in fact, been negative,
Authorities have told one 4lly that there would be no increase
in the number of titles of Western newspapers imported, Germany
noticed (April 1976) a decline in numbers even among the titles
of specialized Jjournals being imported.

IIT, Western performance

/B, There is very little information on Western
performance with regard to importation and dissemination
of GDR printed information, See Table III and complete,
can capitals help?/

»
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Much of the information used in this Table has come from a report dated March 1974 by the Luropean
search Group on the "Distribution of Western newspapers in Eastern Europe®.

DISSEMINATION AND ACCESSIBILITY OF WESTERN PRINTED TINFORMATION IN THE GDR

NATO
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Chapter
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Oral and Printed Information (Contd)

available and is enclosed by square brackets below.

/8.

Though dated, this

Please check and complete to mid-1977/

information

|

|

Co-operation
1 is The best

COUNTRY TITLES ; IMPORTATION PUBLIC GALE ; AVATTABILITY j COMMENTS i
? ; i /7 restricted ! 3
% ; | i gene;a17 5 |
? V T § YT - M T i T :
j 1 Bulk ! Subscrip- General Tourist i Congresses | lerarle; |
g i ship- ' tions ¢ »public : ! ‘ :
; i ments | g : | 1 | 5
e t % : - e . e i
DENMSRK | : g ! : : ; No information ‘
| § : 5 ; i i available
TRRMA } 1117 - AT ey e ; i H ‘
GERIMANY % gggngégitel Lllgemeine 2 | % , | | Eo?.ppivileged
| Der Spiegel ! j : ; | ; individuals only
: Die Zeit i . ! |
Der 5Stern : ; : | |
160 purely technical 3 : 2 : ﬁ i Presumably available
; and highly specialized | L (unknowm) | ; j yes 3 for those with
i» Jjournals ; i ! | ; ; professional interest
* —r ; - + - t : -
GREECE | Rizospastis (CP) ; ;) limited | ; s !
| Cgigitis (CP) ? ) nuaber | j ; |
1 - ! i :
ITALY " L'Unita (CP) i g . certain § ! :
2 f “ ,  kiosks ; |
' 130 other titles | 200 total ! no ; f xclusively for
400 nmagazines § i ! 1o ! | ; @overnwept officials
§ ! | § ; _ techmical/scientific
: : i : ; institutes,
; , ‘ - : i | ; f universities
UK Financial Times s B R ! ; ; :
t  The Observer 7 j l " ¢ ; | 3 s : v
i The Times - t - } ; g f according to press report
| The Economist 70 ] 77 | : | : apparently inaccurate, inl
! New Statesman ~ i | § é “Financial Times¥.
| Morning Star (CF) LnKﬁO i yes ] : § UK figures are for May,
i | i : a 1977 and come from
i o : [ i i o ‘ publishers/distributors.
Us . Herald Tribune ; : P no 3 yes % | Only at 2 main hotels
! D;lly World (CP) : § i irregu- | ; ; during Leipzig Fair g
? . Jarly 1 T i ;
_125- NATO CONFIDENTLGALL
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TABLE IT

Improvements in GDR performance in this field since
Helsinki:

Much

Moderate

Little

No Germany, Italy, Netherlands, UK, US,
Denmark

Worse
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TABLE ITT

Titles and nunbers of GDR printed information
imported by Western countries

JRB. please check and complete/

!

; N . '
! COUNTRY TITLE ;NUMBER OF COPIES | COMMENTS

i
[ . ) !
| DENMARK | Unknown {Very limited,
' if any i
!
GERMANY | 500 newspapers and 14,000 copies
’ magazines including 40 main ;total plus
dailies 32,000 copies of
glargest: Neues DeutschlangXNeuqs
largest subscriber: ALll- Deutschland
Cerman Institute - 380 ‘
titles)

i

-

]
NORWAY |Unspecified newspapers and (142 sub-
magazines scriptions

:1(1975)

NALTO CONFIDENTIAL
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INFORMATION

FILMED AND BROADCAST INFORMATION

General assessment and sumnary

1. GDR performance in the field of filmed and broadcast
information is very restrictive. However, GDR inhabitants can
receive the radio and television broadcasts of the Federal
Republic of Germany.

2. There is no evidence of what, if any, Western recorded
information is being broadcast by radio.

3. The number of Western films being imported for
conmercial use is rather limited, and meny are apparently
selected for their uniavou?able treatment of Western society.
Films for te‘ev1ulon are occa31onully of the same order but are
more often old films from the GDR archives, Non-entertainment
films are being imported in considerably fewer numbers, primarily
for television. There is no information on film festivals and
private ShOWiﬂéS, although there seem to be ¥"closed™ showings at
GDR cinemas for some films.

L, The GDR is televising very little in the way of Western
audio-visual material.

5. The C!'m Jjams the medium-wave transmissions of Radio
In the American Sector (RIAS).

o, CDR adheres to the Soviety line on "statistical
reciprocity®™ with the West on film imnorts. It is a particularly
strong advocate of the mastern argunent that radio broadcasts
must serve Wthe interests of mutual under SbaPang anong peoples"
and in retaliation for alleged German radio interference in its
internal afiairs, has a**empted to restrict the act1v1u1es of
correspondents from Deutsche Welle and Deutschlandfunk

-

7. Tner'Q 1as been no improvement in GDR performance

since Helsinki,
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Performance by the GDR as, regards rilmed and broadcast
information

A, Compllance vrith speciflh Final f£ct criteria

(i) mo.. will _gncourage the wider showing end broadcasting
T a2 greater variety of recorded and riilmed information
from fhg.OLM Darticipating SLateS, e

.o will Facilitate the import ... of recorded
1o~v1sua1,uater117 rrem the other parulcloaflng

See Tables I and IT.

Lpart from some Western musical recordings ZﬁB Variety?
Amountz7 litt le, if any, Vestern recorded infecrmation

is being broadcast in the GDR. However, it should be
noted that &oau of GDR inhabitants can Ligten to the
domestic radio transmissions of the Federal Republic of
Germany. :

GDR suthorities clainm to have been increasing -imports
of Western feature films since 1970. Even now, -
however, only 11m1ted numnbers of new films are shown
commercially in the GDR from various Vestern countries.
Meny are low in artistic merit and GDR citizens have
apﬂaremtly complained that films they see on television
from the Federal Republic are better. Films shown on
GDR television are predoninantly old American films
from the GDR archives, plus the occasional film which
shows Western 5001ety in unfavourable terms. Germany
reports thiat a large number of fllms imported from the
Federal. Republic by the GDR for television are never
showm.

Lpart from knowledge of some German imports for GDR
telev181op, there is little information on showings of
non-entertaimment films in the GDR. These appear to be
few. 4ﬁB. There is no information on film Tfestivals
e.g. Iilms shown; access by public or details of
private show1n~s7 The United States has mentioned a
"closed® showing of "Klute® at & GDR cinena.

[MB. Further informationZ?7/
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Other - There appears to be very limited use of Vestern
televis- materials other than films on GDR television.

Ion /NB. There is no information on how much the GDR

material ses the facilities of Intervision/Eurovision to
broadcast Yestern news materials,

It stould be noted that the question of GDR use of
Vestern material is partly academic since 705 of
GDR inhabitants can receive the transmissions of
domestic television services of the Federal Republic
of Germany. :

The CGDR maintains the Soviet line on the need for
Ystatistical reciprocity" between Eastern and Western
countries in imports of films, etc,

{(ii) ©",., illustrating the various aspects of life in
thelr countiriesS..."

Some newer Films given commercial distribution in the
GDR, and occasionally broadcast on television, appear to be
selected for their critical content of Western society and are.

~advertised as such« For instance, notices on "Chinatown"
. described it as evidence of corruption in large capitalist cities,
‘and "Conrack® was reviewed as another example of violations of

human rights in US. 7The older films tend to be more innocuocus.
Television series are of the detective and crime variety, both of
entertainnent value and of certain propaganda value as a
reflection of Western society.

(iii) ¥... note the expansion of the dissemination of
Informnation broadcast by radio, and express thne
hope ror the continuatioa 0 Tinls ProcessS..."

The GDR continues to Jjam the US~funded Radio In the
American Sector (RIAS) on the medium-wave in major cities and
towns, Jamming is not effective in rural areas and does not
extend to short-wave and FM frequencies. There is no clear
inforaation on rossible jamming of Germer broadcasts of the
Federal Republic. here is no Jamming oX BBC or other stations.

In early 19756, information became available to

hmerican Authorities that the GDR intended to introduce its
own radio stations on the same medium and FM frequencies as RIAS.

NATO CONFIDENTIAL
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+ the Medium-Wave Conference in Geneva, there was agreement
between the US and the GDR solving the problem on medium-wave.
here is no indication of any developnents with respect to FM.

The GDR is a strong vocal adherent to the Soviet line
that Western radio stations must "meet the interests of mutual
understanding anong peoples”, and must not interfere in the
internal affairs of other states.

Citing Yconstant interference in the internal affairs
of CDRY +the GDR refused accreditation to the 1976 Leipzig Spring
Fair o correspondents of Deutsche Welle and Deutschlandfunle,
Before that, Deutsche ielle had repeatedly been denied permission
to report fwom the GDR: Deutsche Welle and Deutschlandfunk '

correspondents had recently been banned from an intra~German

handball matc.

As oF 1974 the GDR was itself broadcasting abroad

A0
a total of almost 53 hours per day. Moreover, the GDR has

heen one of the main centres for cisrndestine Communist radio
operations to Greece and Turkey. The "Voice of Greek Demccrats
Lbroad® and “Our Radlo® (Turkish Communist Party) apparently
broadcast from transmitters located at Burg in the GDR. The
Creek station is directed primarily at Greek workers in West
Germany and has been in operation for one hour PEr day since
Decenpar 1071, 1t appears that additional Turkish material
nmay be originating in GIR znd relayed to Bulgaria for
transmiscicn on the "Woice of the Turkish Communist Party"
{source: “Droadcasiing, Tast and West", Report No. 6 of the

European Co~operation Research Group, &pril, 1974,

zﬁB. fg this information still accurate
6.5, is Creek station still functioning?/

Aspects of performance not mentloned specifically

Tn e fodal Aot

3

(1) Censorship of filmed and broadcast information

£
/NB, Little information/
The GDR appears to select fiims vhich portray the West
critically; a large number of £ilms imported from the Federal
Republic Tor television were never shown.

/fB. Is there further censorship of films selected?/

gATO0O CONFIDENTIAL
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(ii) Activities of Western Embassies

4NB. Little information. Do Vestern missions have
film libraries for loan to institutions and
individuals?/ UK Embassy has no film library, but

has lent films to English language circle in provinces.
Cultural Litachd has lent films on personal basis to
one art institution.

(iii) Access to Embassy film libraries

NE., No information, but presumably same as for access
Co Embassies generally by German citizens./

&
[,

IT. Develonments in GDR since Final Act

See Tabhle I1I,

- There has been no improvement in GDR performance since
Helsinki; little imorovement has been noted by Italy.,

, There has besn an increase noted in the number of US
films being showvm in theatres and on television in 1976.

The experience of Germany is interesting in that the
numbers of CGerman films being imported by the GDR have declined
markedly from 1974 to 1975. German Authorities do not conclude,
however, that the situation can be Judged as worse,

One slightly positive sign was the resolution cf the
potential conflict in medium-rangs frequencies between RILS and
a proposed GDR station. (See I.A(iii) above.)

ITI. Vestern periormance

éﬁB. There 1s no specific information on imports of
;DR films, television and radio material by Western
countries, DPlease provide as much information as
possible for Table IV. Can capitals help?/

NATO CONFIDENTIAL
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WESTERN TELEVISION AND RADTO MATERTAL BROADCAST TIN GDI

ABLE

I

e ]

-133-

FROM 1974 TO MID-1977 (UNLESS OTHERWISE MARKED )

3
[NB. Please upddte this table with information for perioﬁ up to mid~1977, on a calendar year basis 1f p0551bleu7

TELEVISION

3
T

! |
- : - — - E Radio [
Count 2 TV programmes | TV series ; TV films . News programmes f programmes | Comments |
ry l ‘ i , ,
; i . (see Table I) | and films i { |
’ { i H H o .
| 7 f i 5 : i
Denuark ¢ a number’ | | § | ; §
, (about 1,000 % ; i §
. minutes) i | 3 | ' % {
7 i - ' A )
Germany 2 . § % | , g
(a) 1974 i no data avallable i : © 1005 GDR inhabitants can Note: Almost 70% of GDR
- ! § % | preceive German radio stations | inhabitants can receive
3 ; : FRG TV stations
, a a |
(b) 1975 . no data available § ; ! : ,
L N i ; ;
! N ! - 3 i
Greece i 0 i 0 | vailable ,
| ; | through Inter- ‘
; | f ' vision/Buroyvision
i g ; . facilities, ;
| : | ' Details unknown/ ;
© Ttaly % yes y : L i | Mainly opera and
% i § ; ; orchestra
: i ; - i , -
Netherlands | 0 § 0 ; ; 0 j
i - : T . ‘
Norway (1975) 2 § ! i !
UK. ] |  some crime § 2 cannot estimate !
% 3 films (e.g.: ; z numbers 3
% | "Sherlock 2 g |
i : Holmes™ in | | ; g
% ’ _1973) I : 4'_ j
US ; ! ; % | |
(1975/1976) | : 1 ! | ! i
; ; (detectlve i % | § ?
L i series) * : i !
: s 1
Comments ! z
i

N A T O

C ONE
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&

TABLE III

Degree of improvement in GDR performance since Helsinki
Final Act:

- DECLASSIFIE - MISE EN LECTURE PUBLI

Much

Moderate

Little Italy

None Germany, United Kingdom,
United States

Worse
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Filmed and Broadcast Information (Contd)
TABLE IV

CDR ﬂiLMTD AND BROADCAST_IWPORMATION,IN¢UESTFRN

LNB. Please update table W1th information to mid-1977, on calendar year basis if possible“7

~CyL-

Country f-”w,». FI LHS TELEVISION Radio |
i Feature» Non-~ i rogramme/' Films News material ! Comments
: i feature (Serle 5 I material !
Denmark | i o ; | No information
; " P ! ‘yet available B
Germany | P f ' E ?
(a) 19747 54 | 36 t 39 . 'Remainder |
; f | features | % gshown i
é ! : 25 non~ | scommerca.ally !
% 3 i i features
H { i .
(b) 2975 ; 52 |24 § P17 Remainder
% ; i | Leatures ! shown
i e i 22 NONme ! ? commercially
g i | features | %
Greece : O (1974 J 0 j ' ; 3 | Commercially
¢ 3 (1975 ; ; i only
L (1976 | |
Norway poSsibly Sone Tor N 5 (1975) . 1 _
private showing i . 1 !
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WORKING CONDITIONS FOR JOURN:ALISTS

General assessiment and suanary

_ 1. The overall performance of the GDR is moderately
restrictive. '

2. Journalists from most countries have few problems
entering the GDR on single assignments; however, certain radio
Journalists Ffrom the Federal Republic of Germany have had
considerable difficulty, There is little information on the
treatment of applications for resident permanent accreditation.
Non~resicdent accreditation has recently been approved for two
correspondents, but there is evidence of opposition to
cross—accreditation for Journalists resident in the Federal
Republic and Vest Berlin, The GDR has refused to let Deutsche
Welle maintain a resident correspondent. &11 permanently
accredited Journallsts may have multiple exit and entry visas.

e Two German correspondents have bDeen expelled since
Helsinki, One was not told the reason and was given no chance
to apply for reconsideration of the expulglon. Travel is almogt
unrestricted for resident journalists, LﬁB. Is this correct?/
Visiting Journalists must stipulate travel requirements before
entry and stick to the itinerary arranged for them, though most
places requested for visits are approved.

b, For visiting journalists, access is controlled and very
limited, even to official sources., Programmes are not necessarily
established in line with advance requests, but must be closely
followed. Situation is somewhat better for resident jounrnalists
who have greater freedom of action; for instance as of July 1976,
Jjournalists can contact GDR ministries directly rather than going
through MFA, Visiting journalists would also find it hard within
set programme to find time to attempt contact with non-official
and private sources. GCermany has had some problems in getting
approvals for Journalistic projects and great difficulty in having
film proJjects accepted,

NATO CONFIDENTTIATL

R 1%



DECLASSIFIED - PUBLICLY DISCLOSED - PDN(2012)0003 - DECLASSIFIE - MISE EN LECTURE PUBLIQUE

NATO CONFIDENTIAL

Chapter IV 42—
GDR
T30/144 (Revised)

Working Conditions for Journalists (Contd)

5e There has been some difficulty experienced in imports .
of technical personnel and equipment by visiting American ‘
Journalists, There are no major difficulties with despatch of
reports or export of tapes and undeveloped films, .

6. There has been some slight immrovement in GDR
performance since Helsinki, In mid-1975, the GDR announced
improved access in theory to government ninistries, easier
customs, frontier and resident conditions for Jjournalists and
their families, better handling of journalistic projects, and
relaxation of import regulations on office equipment. However
the general restrictive attitude remains (and see above on
expulsion of two correspondents),.

NATO CONFIDENTTAL

~142-




DECLASSIFIED - PUBLICLY DISCLOSED - PDN(2012)0003 - DECLASSIFIE - MISE EN LECTURE PUBLIQUE

.

v

0 CONFIDENTIAL

=
%]

p
3

=143~ Chapter IV
GDR

I80/144{Revised)

Working Conditions for Journslists (Contd)

I. Performance by CDR as regards working conditionsg for
Journalists

A, Comnliance with specific Final Act criteria

(i) ‘“examine in a Ffavourable spirit and within a suitable
and ressonable Ttimescale requests from journalists

for visas;"
[ER T 2N I e e el

/NB. Little information/

For Jovyrnalists from most countries there appear to
be few problems in getting visas for short visits. Some
Journalists come into East Berlin on “day passes% ., US
Journalists expevienced some delay with their requests to cover
GDR Olvmpiec Sports in the period Just before the 1976 Olympics.
This was involved.

In contrast, certain Jjournalists from the Federal
Republic of Gevmany (Deutschlandfunlk and Deutsche Welle) have
had difficulties in meking single assignment visits. Radio
reporters were excluded from a handball match in February 1976
ané three reporters Ifrom Deutschlandfunk and Deutsche Welle
were refused accrediteation to the Leipnzig Spring Fair in 1976
because of alleged “constant interference in internal affairs
of the GDRIz)N,

There ls 1little information regarding treatment
= For rarident permenent accredition./ The GDR
- g fuaad Deutsche Welle the right to permanent

Vierd oy

accreditation of a correspondent. (For visas, see (ii) below.)

The US has experienced difficulty in having journalists
resident in the Federal Republic and in West Berlin ..
cross-accredited to the GDR, but no difficuliy in accrediting an
4P journalist from Copenhagen. (For visas, see (ii) below.)

ANB, Is UPL correspondent in Vienna seeking accredition? Having
difficulty?/

“(IV Tote: T With Teégard ©o journalists rrom the Federal

Republic of Cewvmany, GDR performance must also be considered

in the light of an exchenge of letters. &8th November, 1972
which supplements the Basic Relations Treaty of 1972 between the
two countries: 9WThe GDR shall within the framework of its
applicable legislation accord Journalists From the Federal
Republic of CGermsuny and their assistants the right to engage in
their professional activities and freely to acquire and report
information, It will enable Jjournalists to carry on their
activities as Travelling correspondents.”

=
NATO CONFIDENTIAL
143




DECLASSIFIED - PUBLICLY DISCLOSED - PDN(2012)0003 - DECLASSIFIE - MISE EN LECTURE PUBLIQUE

NATO CONFIDENTTATL

Chapter IV iy

GDR

T3D/144(Reviced)

Working Conditions for Journalists (Contd)

(ii) ¥grant to permanently accredited Jjournalists of the

participating otates, on the basis ol arrangements,
maltiple entry and exit visas Tor speciiied periods;®

Multiple entry and exit visas are held by
permanently accredited foreign Journalists in the GDR,
This includes non-~resident Jjournalists such as AP
journalist in Copenhagen. /NB. Is UPI correspondent in
Vienna trying to get multiple entry/exit visa in addition
to accreditationi?

éﬁB. Validity? On the basis of reciprocity?
ere bilateral agreements necessary?

(ifi) Ufaciliate the issue to accredited Journalists
Oof tie particlpating oTates 0L nermits ior
cay in taelr country of Temporary residence and,

Fand when these are necessary, 0: other orfficial
ers whicn 1t is aqgrqprlate,for them To
ave; "

Gikdm

“‘.

oy

/HB. No information/

(iv) ‘Yease, on o basis of reciprocity, procedures for
arranging travel by jovrnalists ... in the
countrv where they are exercising thelr profession,
and to provide progressivelv greater opportunities
Lor sucn travel, subject to the observance ol
regulations relating to the existence oi areag
closec ror security reasons;‘

In theory travel appears unrestricted for resident
Journalists, except for access to areas where there are
military installations. In fact, some subtle techniques
(such as %£ull" accommodation in area to be visited) are used
to limit travel,

LNB. Do resident Journalists have to use Panorama
Services in making travel arrangements outside East
Berlin?/ '

NATO CONFIDENTTIAL
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Journalists visiting on single ass;gnments must
stlpulate wnere they wish to go in making visa application.
GDR Authorities seem to approve visits to most places requested,
but they are listed in the visa to ensure there is no departure
from the fixed programwme, Moreover, visitors must rely on
arrangements made by Panorama Services and follow the programne
prepared. They must hire interpreter-guides, and frequently
cars and chauffeurs, even when correspondents are fluent in
German.

(v) “ensq;g that requests by such ﬂ_prnallsts for such
travel recelive, in £0 far as possib.ie, an expeditious

TOSPONSE oo "

/NB, No information., However, travel for single
assignment visits is approved during visa appllcatlon
procedure _

(vi) “increase the opportunities for,qpurna;;sts of the
articlipating states to conﬁunlcate personally with
%ﬁel sources, inciuding organizations and official
Institutions; ™

Lccess to sources is controlled and very limited.
Visiting journalists place requests for interviews beforehand,
and if their wvisa is approved, they must rely on the programme
set up by Panorama Services. ©Some US Journalists have found on
entry that they could not see the people they requested.

Resident Jjournalists appear to have relied on the MFA in

making appointments. &4s of lst July, 1976, Jjournalists were.
permitted to contact ministries directly, without going through
the MFA, In general, access to officials poses only moderate
difficulty.

Access ©o prlvate sources 1s extremely difficult and

virtually impossible for visiting Journalists who are given little

chance to stray from fixed programme., Resident correspondents
have greater success, but even then German Jjournalists have been
harassed for contacting dissidents and others (see also (ix)
below). Contacts are not anxious to be seen with newsmen.

/NB. On GDR attitude towards journalistic and film
projects, information from Germany onlx?

NATO CONFIDENTIAL
145=
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Up %o June 1976 German correspondents experienced
increasing difficulties in having Journalistic projects
approved by GDR Authorities. Since then there has apparently
becn more rapid handling of requests. (See II below ‘

German correspondents experience great dlfflculty
in getting permission to make films for television,

(vii) ‘fgrant to journalists of the narticipatin States the
righ% TO 1mport, Subject Oonily €O 1ts being taken out
agaln, the Technical equlpment ... npecessary for
tne exercise of their profession;"

/NB. Little information/

Although German Journalists have had no major problems,
until recently US correspondents have fourd GDR Authorities to be
sensitive about importing tape recorders (they do not like to have
conversations t;pea). In May, 1977, U3 reported journalists no
longer appeared to be having problems bringing in equipment through
the CheCKpOlnL between West and East Berlin., Others noted some
improvement in May 1976 in ability to import office machinery.

(viii) ‘Penable journalists of the other varticipating States,
sse LO Transmlt completel normally and rapidl ‘b
means recognized by the participating
;gagrmaclon organs which. they represent, che results
of cheir professional activity, including tape

EQEOI’QJ.WQ_S cna unacve.Lope Ll ee

There sesm to be no major problems, Many journalists
visiting on single assignment prefer To take out reports and
undeveloped film personally rather than rely on transmission or
shipment from the GDR. Those who have telephone or telex reports
have had no special difficulties.

(ix) Trre-affirm that the lezitimate pursuit of their .
prozessional activity will nelcher render journalists
Liaole to expulsion or otherwlse penalise them ..."

There have been two expulsions of foreign journalists
since Helsinki, both German. In December,l1975, a S%iegel
correspondent was expelled for alleged "gross nis-statements?
concerning the GDR. In December, 1976, a First Channel

NATO CONFIDENTTIATL
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correspondent was expelled. This latter expulsion followed 2
threat by GDR to close down bureau of ARD TV and expel three
correspondents in retaliation for four-hour programme on
dissident singer Biermann (November, 1976).

{x) 9,,, If an accredited journalist 1s expe
oL the reasons Ior tnols act anc may Su nit

'ﬂ;?w =3 sy 2 wa  ppondins i
;hon Tor re—examination OF his case,

W
an_anysila]
[FB. More ipnformation on expulsions would be
appreciated,,

Tn the second case noted above, The journalist was
apparently not infcrmed of the reason for expulsion, and no
opportunity was given to apply for a re-examination of the case.

(%) Footnote: Accreditation and use of Western cameramen/
TeCinicLians

Experience varies on ability to import technical
personnel, On one hand, sone visitors have been able to bring
in all technical personnel required; on the other, until recently
US correspondents have had some difficulty in importing technical
personnel and have been under pressure to use local technicians.
For opening of new U5 Chancery in February, 1577, however,

F4 co-operated fully in permitting entry to camera teams from
YBC and #BC TV networls. [NB. Other resident journalistsZ

Germeay notes that its resident technical personnel are
not in possession of ¥“Irontier recommendations® (unlike
-journalists),which entitle holders to preferential treatment.

éﬁB, This appears inconsistent with recent move by
erman Democratic Republic to give dependeuts of
techrical staff “Irontier recomnendations®. Please

clarify/

B. Aspects of performance not mentioned specifically in
trhe Final Ach

(i) Co=~operation of local press and technical services

Journalists visiting the GDR on single assignuents are
required to use the Nracilitative services® of Panorama.
Journalists stipulate in visa applications where they wish to go

NLAT0O CONFIDENTTATL
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and whom they want to see. They must take what Panorama offers,
including normally the hire of interpreter--guides, and frequently
cars ancd chauvffers, even when correspondent is fluent in German,
The service is expensive and cumbersome (e.g. $300 for 2 day trip).

As regards resident Jjournalists, until 1lst July, 1976
the MFA was involved in meking appointments with government
officials, which Journalists found helpful if soimewhat cumbersome
and time consuming. JSince then Journalists have been able to apply
directly to press spokesmen of the various ministries.

MB. Iust resident journalists use Panorema services:
10w does co—operation with them differ from that given
to single assignment journalistsg7

éﬁB. Little information on technical services offered
y Panoramg/

US Journalists report being pressured to use the local
technical services offered by Panorama.

(ii) Public attitude of régime to foreign Jjournalists

/NB, No information. Does German Democratic Republic
wedia try to discourage contacts with foreign
journalists?/

Since late 1976 GDR media has indulged in propaganda
campalgn principalily against correspondents from the Federal
Republic of Germany (see also 4L(ix) above) because of their
contacts with and reporting on Human Rights activists. Other
correspondents have not been so singled out. German source has
recently reported eonsiderable easing in situation vis-a-vis FRG
journalists, and expelled First Channel correspondent
December, 1975) will shortly be replaced by two new TV reporters.

(1i1) Journalists, access to international news

LNB. No information. Can they receive subscriptions,
wire services?/

(iv) Refusing Jjournmalists re-entry on the basis of

previous reporting
[lB, Yo information/

NATO CONFIDENTIAL
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II. Developments in GIR since Final Act

See Table 11,

There has been some minor improvement in GDR
performance since Helsinki, mixzed with some deterioration
vig-a~vis FRG in late 197€.

As of lst July, 1976 Jjournalists can approach
ministries directly for interviews with ofificials instead of
proceeding through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

In May 1976 regulations for the import of ofiice
machinery were relaxed,

In June 1976, the following improvements came into

t

(a) Wives and children of school age of journalistis

and technical staff are issued "frontier recommendations'
in order to get preferential treatment at borders.

(b) Press cards are available to wives and children.

(¢c) Simplified customs clearances for professional and
personal use.

(d) More rapid handing of Jjournalistic projects.

(UX reports that recent reovyganization of Checkpoint
Charlie into two lanes, one for military/diplomatic personnel,
and one for all others, has led to long waits for Journalists
?ngering a?d exiting West Berlin. This qualifies points (a) and
c) above.,

One ALly reports possible concessions were made to
journalists on the matter of “accommodation®.

/B, DPlease check and clarify/
Following some deterioration in situation in GDR
vis—a~vis FRG correspondents in late 1976 and early 1977 (there

was one expulsion, threats of expulsions, herassment and
propaganda campalgn against these journalists,, the situation in

NATOQO CONFIDENTIAL

LG



DECLASSIFIED - PUBLICLY DISCLOSED - PDN(2012)0003 - DECLASSIFIE - MISE EN LECTURE PUBLIQUE

HNATO CONFIDENTIAL

Chapter IV =150
GDR
T8D/144 (Revised)

Working Conditions for {gg;nalists;(Contd)

mid-1977 has considerably eased according to local German
source. [IB., Please confirm,/ For instance, two new TV
journalists will replace the one TV correspondent expelled in
December, 1976.

III, Western periornance

See Table III. /NB. Can Allied capitals help?/
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TABLE T
WESTERN JOURNALISTS IN CGDR
[IB. Please up~date section 4 to mid-1977, noting any changes for 1977; up-date ssction B
to wid-1977, entering figures on calendar year basis, if possible&/
" i q s " ) i i ” ; s - - X '
'Belglum Denmark; Germany |Greece | Italy : Netherlands {Norwey ' United United Comments ;
| o i ‘ "~ Kingdom States |
In mid-1977 3 l ! ‘ ; ! ; 5 (1976 i
: i : i [ { g, ! !
Total. journalists : (1) 1 16 0o 2 : 0 NG DL 3 ; ! 3 21977; s §
accredited , (L'Unita ° i | : ! f i
. and | | | | i
; . ANSA) | * (Morning Star, (incl. AP corresp. in
§ | § ! Reuters, free | Copenhagen)
: ; i ; | lance CP) S
No. resident journalists | L [T Lo % 0 f ; 3 : | 1
| | 3 ; ; ‘ : (Da .1y VWorld) |
No., resident cameramen/ : ] ? ] : 1
techs, [Z7 Lo § ¢ § i 1
| f ; g . (Daily VWorld)
No. holding multi exit/ | ! ; { | , j
entry visas : f ; ; 0 ; % 0 ; | 3 |
i ) B A s - ; ; —— | .
| : | % T
From 1974 to mid-1977 ; ; i ! | | |
: i * : i { ;
Visas for total ; ;0 | 0 ; ; 3 A :
: accredited ; ; ! ; | ; ’ , | ;
: Jou"ﬂallsts oonno-caluauog : H i ; " ‘ ? 1 {
j Visas for single f ! j f 4  limited | 1 every i ©about 4/5 every 6 months, |
! assignment i 5 ; , inumber g 6 months i ! 30 ' p&us iday passes™ to ! ]
? ; % : : ; - g § f ' East Berlin E
; Visas refused ;0 § o o0 | no cases 2 0 i ; oéme.%+976%* ;
! | { : i known i ; i | 0 (1977) |
3 Visas delayed more than i ’ i P % § | g
6 MONTHS vevvevorsnnssoss .0 ; C 0 no cases | ; 0 ; spme (requests to 5
% ? known | | ; cover GDR Olympic |
i | ; ; | . sports: 1976) |
Journalists expelled g [ 1 (1975) : | 5 0 |
| §1 1976) (. : i ! |
Corments: ()* 1974 Tigures: . North Atlantic Asserbiy:-document CIC/FF(7J)1O o’ September 1975 | _
* Oply requeSus for permanent accredltaflnn from Jjournalists resident in FRG and V. Berlin, but no problems with single-visit
, visas for same journalists (NY Times, WashDC Post, UPI) in Bonn. A
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Degree of improvement in GDR performance since Helsinki
Final 4ct
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Much
Moderate
. Little FRG#, UX*, Italy¥, US¥®
None Denmark
Worse

15 evaluation

- PUBLICLY DISCLOSED - PDN(2012)0003

-

DECLASSIFIED

v

NATO CONFIDENTIALL

e Y]

w152~




- L4

DECGLASSIFIED - PUBLICLY DISCLOSED - PDN(2012)0003 - DECLASSIFIE - MISE EN LECTURE PUBLIQUE

L8

NATO CONFIDENTTIATL
= Chapter IV
ISD/144(Revised)
Yorking Conditions for Journalisgts (Contd)
GDR JOURNALISTS IN WESTERN COUNTRIES
[NB. 2Please update section A to mid-1977, noting any changes for 1977; update_section B
to mid-1977, entering new figures on calendar year basis, if possiblgf
. ' : ' e B — e e ! e
% Belgium: Demmark ; Germany ' Greece ! Ttaly ! Netherlandsi Norway { United| ! United Comiments
| ! | ' Kingdon | States
. . v e 4 ; o i " H - Py
; ! ‘ ; | : g s j 3
A, In mid-1977 | ; f § A i | | i |
. ‘ 3 o ‘ . ) : ~ ; l —-— ‘ g — t ' ; ’ I3
Total journalists accredited | (1L)* | 5 (6)3 t1 (1974/: 3 ; 5 o ()x 5 ()* 1974 figures
2 f : § 1975 . : j g : N. Atlantic
E ; | only): : : 5 Assembly doz.
. | | % | i CIC/FF(75)10
i : i | E ! September 1975
. : 2 % - l ¢ ! é
No. resident Jourmalists ; 3 : ; ; (0 :
No. resident cameramen/techs. é § 1 § ? § f !
! ; ' i i i . ; !
No. holding multi exit/entry | ' 3 ; § ; E ; i i
visas { ; : 5 ; | ;
_ - L - — : —— ? I ; i
i i ¢ 7 i} ¥
(] . ! B i H
B, From 1974 to mid-1977 o : g i ; g i i
Visas for total accredited : ; E 5 z § ; L6
Journalists ssevceeasancsce ' : ' { : i ! i X
» Ul 3 ) L] ! ‘ ) s e i ’i i 3
Visas for single assignment | . tourist §22$74§ : % 2 3 i 5
I visas 21075) - ! ; | i
i issued ! . 6(76) . ? | | i
{ . i » : . ! ; |
Visas refused i 0 f 3 i i ; 9
(] | ! E H
i Visas delayed more than | i | i !
; 6 MONTNS covsesescsconc ; 9 g 0 ; ! L0
! . . t : ! i i ! \
! Journalists expelled : ; . i i ; : !
[ . . S : ! i ; : : 4
! Comments:
|
i
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TINFORMATION

CO-OPER/TION IN THE FIELD OF INSORMATION

General assessment and SUWnmary

/NB., Plecse provide short.assessment of GDR
performance on basis of common experience of
NATO nissions participating in preparing
co—ordinated reply./
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T8D/144 (Revised)

Co—operation in ths Field of Information (Contd)

B B St SRR Ty

GDR as regerds co-operation in the

=Y
Tieid Of 1nLOITa cion

(1)

Compliance with specific Final Act criteria

®,,., will favour increased co-—-operation among mass
medls organizacions, including press anZencies, as
WeLl AS 2mons pUpLlisSiiing nouses and organizations;"

/B, Nc information/

“... will favour co-oneration among public or private,
national or 1n‘Gerna'clonbl radlc and television

orE aﬂl7athﬂS, in parcicular through ‘the excnange of
both Llive and *ecoraeé raqlo anc tel eVision programames
and <Tthrough tThe JOlﬁf*broauctloq, and the proadcasting

ang Glstribucion Of SUCh Prograivies:

In 1976 +the United States proposed a Us "Film

Retrospective® on GDR television in return for a GDR #Film
spective® at the Nusevm of Modern Art in New York, This
proposal has not been accepted, but GIR is proceedl 12 with their
‘Retroqpect;vp“ in Hew York for 1977, apparently in return for
agreement to a US f£ilm week LﬁB. Please CL&PlfY.7 Gernany
reports a modest exchange of television films with the GDR, in
which exports to the GIR predominate.

Retro

(1ii)

(£v)

(v)

v,.. will encourage meetings and contacts both
between ioufnc?bst orgenizations and becween
JOUrNaliETSa 00"

/M8, No informatiorny

",.. will view favourably the possibilities of

ArTangenents becweeil Deriodical pupLications as well

as petweell NewsSpapers ... L0r t..e purpose oi
rcnaag;qgﬂana_Qubllshlng_ar%107e°°“

/fB. No information/

"o.. will encourage the exchange of tecanical
1n10rmablon as veLW as the organizacion of joint
Tes LERQIET ﬂeem¢ng" ... bDelueen experts in the
fleiu o1 the pies radio and telev1 20N, "

/[NB., Wo inf rnat10n7

Developmeats yith respect to GDR performance since Helsinki

/fB. No information/
NATQO CONFIDENTIAL
155=
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CULTURE AND EDUCATION

CO--OPERATION 4ND EXCHANGES IN THE FIELDS OF
ULl \.auiu WD i 41..'\3'*“}4

S0)F ASPECTS

I. Dissemination and translation of books
A, Western books in the GDR
(i) General assessment

See Table I,

/TB. Iore informgtion required, even
general estimates/

GDR adheres to ©The Soviet line that it is impoiting
and publishing nore Western books than vice-versa. More
information is required to permit an accurate evaluation of GDR
performance, but it would appear inmports and translations from
the Federal Republic of CGermany are moderate but from other
ueaLern countries only limited (only slightly better than the

Soviet Union). Cermarj reports a certain Ystagnation in sales"
of books to the GDR at early 1970 levels.

In its report of June 1973, the Buropean Cc-operation
Research Group (& UCORG) reports that Brl Lish pubm“ hers noticed
a steady decline in interest in British books over +l
decqcc (OJIOPQ University Press sold &6 - 8,000 of oooks 1n
rly 1960s; this had almost dwindied to ve“o)

(ii) Trenslation and publication of Western books
/B, No information/

(iii) Categories of Western book

/M8, Little information/

Gernany reports that works from the Federal Republic
are mnainly in the cultural heritage® category, plus some

Cerman translations of Western llcerature, and rarely oontenporary

German writers., Some speclalized and technical bDooks were also
imported,

NATO CONFTIDBENTIAL
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GDR
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Co-operation and Fxcianges in the Fields of Culture and
Education (Contc ’

(iv) Selection criteria and censorship

1I8. No information. Are books selected for !
unfavourable view of the West? Are passages _from
tranglated Western books removed or changed?

(v) Availebility to public

/M8, No information. Book stores? LibrariesZ/
(vi) Boox exnibitions
[fB. Little information/

[ snall exhibition of 50 books Ifrom UK showing
Renaissance of ungl1sh printing was held in Leipzig in HMarch
and April 1976. Some fmerican scientific and technological books
were on display at the Fall Leipzig Fair in 1975 but were not

for sale.

US and GDR have recently agreed to an exchange of book
exhibits.

(vii) Activities of VWestern Embassies

[iB. Little information. Do_Embassies have libraries
Wwith books for loan? Access?/ The UK Embassy has no
lending Library.

(viii) Contacts between nublishers

/TB. No information/
(ix) Contacts between libraries, exchanges, etcC.

[EB. No informatiog7

éﬁB. No informatioé?

C. GUR books in Western countries

See Table 1I.
(&5. More in Lormamlon required, even general estimateg?
/RB. Information from Germany only/

b e
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Co-oneration and Exchenges in the Fields of

Culture and Education (Contd)

There is much interest in the Feceral Republic in GDR
books, both technical and literary. As a result, some GDR book
are published only in the Federal Republic of Germany. There are
even bookships in West Berlin that sell amost solely GDR
literature. '

The CGDR adheres to the Soviet 1ine that Western countries

import, translate and publish fewer Eastern, including GDR, books
than Eastern countries. import and. translate Vestern books. They
demand Western periformance be improved at least to Eastern levels
(¥statistical reciprocity®).

II. Filps

A, Film exchanges and festivals

/WB. Little informatiopn/

In 1976 the GDR approved an fmerican film week for
early 1977 and a US photographic exhibition in late 1977. Plans
are now going ahead for later in 1977 and early 1978 respectively.
The GDR has been invited to particinpate in los fkngeles Children's
¥Film Festival and is submitting a contribution.

B. Co-procduction of films and other contacts

/NB. Uo information/

IT1I. Language instruction

A, Western language instruction in GDR

/NB., Partial information/
The GDR claims that Western languages are taught on a
wide scale in the GDR.

, In fact, English and French are taught as optional -
subjects at secondary school., There is talk cf making English
coupulsory,. The standard..of teaching is low and the availability
of materials, e.g. good text books, dictionaries, etc., 1is poor.

NATO CONFIDENTTIATL
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B. Language instruction in Western countries

/N8, DNo information/

The GDR adheres to the Soviet line that Western
countries musx do more in the way of teaching Eastern languages
up to the level of instruction achieved in Eastern countrles
(vstatistical recvnrorvcy“)
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Chapter IV
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Co--operation and Exchanges in the Fields of Culture and
Education (Contd)

IABLE T

Number of Western books available in GDR

Note: All Tigures are gstimates
/FB. Please update this teble with necessary estimates to mid-1977/

= = - i ; 1 -
Total ¢ Total imports; : ; | |
. Country titles | 74-76 incl. . Translations .  _ __.__ Categories books (%) _. “WMA% JAvailability | g
i i available, Titles! Copwesg No. ! Copies rlctloni Iduc. | Spec/ ; Social g “Other | Stores ;lerarles 1 |
: : ; 3 i ; : ,tecq.g sc1ences§ § ' x~restricy! Comments :
- ; i % | ' % , . g ; | o~open ; ' 3!
: ‘ : T ! : i
Denmark { g ¢ 50~ ! ; ] | g 5 !
i o - 100 | | X
— ; . books i L 3 1 ; ! - _:%. cond
Germany | | - about | i - yes some | i i | . /Germany: Please clarlfy figures. !
' 5 . 100 ? ! | ' * ’ 2 i . Bracketed figures from German De".}
! [ yearly ; ! ! | ; | i { Wote 21.1.77; other from s
@ | s % ; g 1 , 1 . questionnaire return 8.11.76/7 i
) | i | 2 ‘ E ; : % ]; Value of imports: ) _ i
H i : i ; ; : ‘ ; i T I3 LY Y M y 7
s ! t | | | ) ; z | i . 197h: DM. 15.9 M [or 6.327
i | % ; | ; ; 3 ; ! | 1975: DH. 18.0 M /or 6.52/ :
; : s -“ -t ; racipas . y i ) e ; o : - . st
. i . : : ! : H i ; :
Greece § g P : . some ; ; z boonly i 0 _
: i " ; : i writers ! § § | FAlexis| j
i . 3 L "mpoets . j ‘ Li Zorpash | ‘ "
. ’ e - : ) ) > ; "
Italy ; -, modest i ; i :Eaul{ﬂé 3 . some g : ‘
; : 1 i i class- | § i philo- ! ; _ ! 5
. : S LR WU - X1 % ; .sophy e - — - .
) Al ¢ : H t ) | H I . >
Netherlands, % .2 ; ? x i ! ; . ves 'l wMax Havelaar' by Multatuli g
é ; . auth- i f i : | | Books by Teun de Vries g
! | Lors ... i . i | ! e - e - D
Norway L ] o 3 ! : ! ‘ P % No information available :
i T } ¢ 1 K i i i :
Uus ! § i : i | some E % i i ; Qn display at Leipzig Book g
‘. H ‘o S s : s C ‘ o _  Fair (3975) .
Comments j
i
¢ . - - e - i

~160m NATO CONFIDENTIAL




DECLASSIFIED - PUBLICLY DISCLOSED - PDN(2012)0003 - DECLASSIFIE - MISEFEN LECTURE PUBLIQUE

~19L= TVILINAZAQIANOD . O&L VN
S ULWO)
9TQEBTTBAR UOTABUWIOIUT ON % ‘ ' i LemIoN
b - T
9TOBRTTEBAB 30U ®BAR(J L1eax
[32°6T a7 W G°LT "Ha 36461
[36°4T 207 W 2°LT "W :%L6T
:sqaodwT anfTep
9l TT°g oJTRUUOTESeND
01 A7doa woaz aJe SJadY30 o )
$LL°T*TC 230N °*To(d UBWISYH UOII LJES%
aJe SoJngTI peaeyoeldg SoJandTk
AFTaeTo 8sesTd :Auewaag? sah sak anoge Aurewxsy
9TABTTBAER UOT3BUIOIUT ON FIeUUS
u800-0 T -
S USTWO *OTJILSOI~X SOOULTOS | fUD9]3 . -
+ 2 S9TJIBJICTT saJ02.9 | I9UL0 TeTO0g !oaég *onDpT | U0TAOTLd ! setdon eon | soTdon lsoTaT), | 9TARTTRAR )
T AQTTTOBTIEAY (95) sy00( saTJI0de%E) SUOT3BISURI], *[OUT 9lL-i7/, SOT3TS Axquno)
o ' gqaoduT Tel0], Te30r5

[FLL6T~PTE 03 S93BWTSD Aressaosu

-1L9L-

S97BUTISa aJar

5oanIdTF TTV

U3rTM 8Tqe} STU3 93epdn 8sesId

19301y

§3TINUNOD ULd7.80) UT SLACLIBAE 53000 ddDH FO JIaqumiy

1T

VL

"/

PAUON ) U0 TAeINDH

PUE oJdniin) JO SPTOTd oul UT S8sUBOXy pue U012 Bed00~0)

TVILNIC

L A NOD

0L VN

(posTARY) T/URL
Ee0)
AL a93cBU)




«

DECLASSIFIED - PUBLICLY DISCLOSED - PDN(2012)0003 - DECLASSIFIE - MISE EN LECTURE PUBLIQUE

-

A

NATO CONFIDENTIAL .

-162- Chapter V
HUNGARY
LoD/ IL%(Revised)

INFORMATION

ORAL AND PRINTED INFORMATION

General assessment and sumpary

1. Despite its liberal reputation, the periformance of
Hungary in the field of printed information seems to be only
slightly better than most other Warsaw Pact countries (except
Poland) and is generally restrictive.

2. A reasonable cross-~section of Western non-Communist
newspapers and news magazines are imported, but are not on sale
to the generzal public. The numbers of copies are limited to
those required for ofrficial use (privileged institutions and
individuzls) and a few sales to tourists at major hotels and
airports. 4 few Communist nublications are imported in a limited
way and are on sale tc the public. AT leazst some Western
periocdicals can apparently be imported by subscription but are
not on public sale. Libraries have holdings of Western printed
information, but the extent of these holdings is unclear - it
eppears special permission is needed for access to them,

3 There Las been no significant improvemnent in Hungarian
perrormance since the Helsinkl Final Act. Hungary has not
facilitatzd any increase in the general dissemination of Western
printed information, though it seems slighly larger numbers of
titles and copies of American and possibly other Western
newspapers and veriodicals have been ordered since early 1976,
principally for tourist sales.

4, There has been no improved access for the general
public.




” QUE

- DECLASSIFIE - MISE EN LECTURE PUBLI

DEGLASSIFIED - PUBLICLY DISCLOSED - PDN(2012)0003

4

NATO CONFIDENTIAL

-163- Chapter V
HUNGARY
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Oral and Printed Information (Contd)

I. Fungarisn performance in the field of oral and oublished
information - _

A. Aspects of performance mentioned specificélly in the
Final ActT . '

(i) “To facilitate the dissemination of oral information..."
(Tectures, lecture tours, round-table meetlngs,
seminars, symposia, summer school, congresses, etc.)

o notable change in Hungarian official support for
organized exchanges since Helsinki. Us having some
modest results through cultural programnme. . Others?/

- (4id) "o facilitate the: improvement of the dissemination on
-+ 7 Their terricory Ol.../printed information/...from
other participating states" :

See Table 1.

There is very little dissemination of Western printed
information in Hungary. A reascnable but not extensive cross
section of Western non-Communist newspapers and news magazines
are imported, but in limited quantities. Some Western Communist

_publications enter Hungary but the amounts are not striking, A

Hungarian with hard currency can import non-political and
specialized periodicals and some are known to do so.

/8B, What and where are the guidelines which
determine what printed information shall be
imported?/

From evidence available on accessibility (see (v) below)
territorial dissemination of Western printed information is
limited to Budapest and Bulaton for newspapers, news magazines
gtourist sales, official use) and some other main centres

livraries and institutions)., There is no evidence of non-
political or scientific publications being on public sale
e.g. in kiosks, specialized magazine shops.

NATO CONFIDENTIAL
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15D/ 14 (Revised)
Oral _and Printed Information (Contd)

(iii)

wo..will encourage...firms and organizations to
concludé agreements and contracts designed gradualls
o_increase the guantities and 1 . v
1mgor e Lrom e 0 er gar ZLClEa EI_‘.Q% SE.B. Ees”
mencTtionings: speedies condal

[ tions of delivery, use of

- normal channels for distribution, payment)

The Hungarian import agency is KULTURL, which seems
to be an active and quite efficient organization. No
change since Helsinki.

(NB. 1Is there any evidence that Hungary ehcdurages
contracts between KULTURA and Western suppliers? How
do the details of existing contracts comply with

- Final Act?/

e (iv)'i

(v)

.objective an

",..wlill take appronriate measures to achieve the above
o implement the provisions contained 1n
The agreements end contracts!

Hungary has not modified any laws or regulations that
might hinder or improve contracts and agreements, or_
taken other measures. Hungary honours contracts. /NB. Is
it interpreting existing contracts in a restrictive or
positive way?] i

"To contribute to the improvement of access by the public
periodicel and non-—periodical princed guﬁléggiiggg
imported on the basis indicated above® o :

(lT.e. (1ii) and (1v))

See Table I.

Accessibility to the modest amounts of Western printed

information permitted into Hungary is very limited. Non-Communist
Western newspapers and news magazines.are not sold to the gensral
public but are available in limited numbers to tourists. Only
privileged individuals and institutions see them regularly. A

few Western Communist publications are sometimes on sale publiclys;
non-political and technical publications are accessible by
subscription and through libraries (access is controlled), but
not by public sale.

NATDO CONFIDENTTIAL
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Oral and Printed Information (Contd)

increase in the number of

(a) "...will encourage an ‘
places where Lthese puplicatlions are on sale;n
See Table 1

There are no Westerin non-Communist newspapers or news

magazines on general sale to the public, but they can be purchased

in limited numbers at larger hotels in Budapest and Balaton,
freguented lergely by foreigners. A small airport newstand
recently began carrying some Western periodicals including
Newsweek and Stern (West Germany).

British and Italian Communist publications have been
seen on sale to the genéral public. There is no evidence that
new issues of non-political, general or specializeéd periodicals
are on sale to the public but some second--hand copies of
publications evidently on subscription (see (c) below) can be
hought at certain bookshops.

(b) *"...will Ffacilitate the avagilabilit

periodical. X3 L : '
conierences, OI al ¥ s end otner international
evencsS an : uring the season

[No information/ No change since Helsinki. See (a)
above for availability to tourists. ~/NB. Is
availability improved during tourist season?/

(¢) "“...will develop the possibilities for taking out

subsCripLions accoraing to e modalicles perticular

TO each country"

In theory a Hungarian with hard currency can subscribe
to any foreign journal he wishes. In practice
individual subscriptions to Western non-Communist
newspapers and news magazines appear to be impossible.
They are held by institutions and seen by privileged
individuals only. Subscriptions to Western

Communist publications are possible.

Subscriptions are permitted to some non-peolitical
periodicals (e.g. Sports Illustrated, Ladiest Home
Journal, Scientific American, National Geographic)
and to some specialized technical jourmals.

NATO CONFIDRNTIAL
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Oral snd Printed Information {Contd)

(d) "...will improve the opnortunities for readin§ and
borrowin %ﬁese_ upilrcations in large public libraries
d tnel i 1T

g

an ir reading rooms as well as in Unlversity
Tibraries”

DIRT A, A= SN

[fB. Lack of information generally on libraries, on
titles_available and on accessibility to general
public/

Both The Times (London) and The Morning Star are
known *o be held by some Hungarian lipraries.

(iv) "...to improve the possibilities for ag%ggégggg%géy%%g
: bulletins oif officlal information lssued by diplomatic
. missions and distributed by those missions on the basis

oI arrangements accepieple To The lnterested parties'

The US Lmbassy has been permitted to disseminate
information to a wider audience since Helsinki, and
since June 1976 has been distributing 6,000 copies of

~its USA magazine. However there has been no real change
‘in the pnolicy that Western missions mey not nublicize
their activities to the general public. UX sees little
Or no progress..

Lspects of verfopmance not mentioned specificall
e Fing ct

(1) Publication of Western material in Hungarian press

A great deal of Western material is published,
especizally material which is selfwcritical or trivial
or otherwise suited for propaganda purposes.

(ii) DNumber of and accessibility to Embassy and other
Western reading rooms and librarieg

Access to British Council reading rooms at the British
Embassy is controlled; police have sometimes asked
questions of visitors. Institute Frangais and
Alliance Frangaise both have libraries receiving
Western periodical literature. Material available is
of general interest and not political: in case of
British Council library, books and periodicals are
under-used compared with potential English-speaking
readershin.

NATO CONFIDENTTIATL
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Orel and Frinted Information {(Contd)

The Italian Cultural Institute also has a reading
room. The US Embassy has a library where attendance
has been on the increase.

/NB. Acess to these libraries? Others?/

Censorship of incoming Western printed information

o
j
-
[oR

e

Since Helsinki copies of English Jjournals supplied
for linguistic summer school were confiscated by
Culturel Relations Institute whern one issue of
“hadio Times®™ was found to contain a reference to
1956 in Hungary.

information recuired on practice

[TB. lore couplste
resales, subscriptions, etc./

IT. Developments in Hunzarian performance since Helsinki

-

See Table IT.
There has been little or no improvement in Hungarian
performance since Helsinki.

here hes been a modest increase reported in the
numbers and titles of Western newspapers for sale at first class
hotels; but at the same time it has been more ciifficult to secure
periodicals (Time, Newsyeelk, Der Spiegel). Nonetheless,
Newsweek has appeared for the first time with some other Western
neriodicals at a small stand at Budapest Airport. Fossibly
to mset the increased demand for tourist sales, there has been
a modest increase in the number c¢f American newspapers and
periodicals imported into Hungary since the beginning of 1976.
/3B, Clarify follewing: US reports in May 1877 that consensus
of NATO Embassies is that there is slight improvement in
digﬁemination of news publications of Western Countries gther than
us

ITX. Western performance

/NB. There is very little information on Vestern

erformance with regard to importation and dissemination of
wngarian printed information. Can Alliled capitals help?/

/SBee Table III and complete/

Hungarians complain about lack of support Western
governaents give to the dissemination of Hungarian printed
information, ignoring the fact that the material is too dull for
Western public.
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TABLE I

‘Dissemination and accessibility of Western printed information in Hungarv

Oral and Pri

Chapter V
HUNGARY
15D/ 1L (Revised)

inted Information (Contd)

Much of the information used in this Table has come from a report dated March 1974 by tl

Research Group on the "Distribution of Western newspapers in Dastern Iurope'.

available and is enclosed by square brackets below.

/NB. Please check and complete up»to midal@??#f

Though dated, this

ne Buropean Co-operative
information is the best

COUNTRY ! TITLES IMPORTATION % PUBLIC SALE | AVATLABILITY | COMMENTS
* z ; [¥ restricted ; :
i 1 ¢ general/| !
' Bulk } Subscriptions ; General 3 Tourist ! Congresses Libraries |
e shipments i Dpublic § i :
3 ) , : . " B '. et t
BELGIUM La Libre Belgigue ; i fgomq] % i | ;
' La Peuple § , [some/ ; § | ;
§ ! i ' ") l
DENVARE None ? ’ j ; ‘ i No information
; | ? ! '  available
GERMANY Frankfurter illgemeinei /1677 50/  /i7/ i no . yes ’ | Deluxe hotels in
| | Die Welt i [b5] 100 | no J ! j Budapest and
i { Stiddentsche Zeitung each § no ; i ?perhaps Bulaton
L GREECE i lNone lmown ; | none ! '
| ITALY | Corriere della Sera | L [zg] % Jnone - g
g La Stampa % 1 [3/ i Jseen |
| L'Unita (CP) : i | Yvery f
Il Vie Nuove éCP ! | } )occa-
| Hoi Donne (CP) § ! . )sionally |
NETHERLANDS | None known i none |
NORWAY | None § | [ ; ;
!
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Oral and Printed Information (Contd)
COUNTRY TITLES IMPORTATION PUBLIC SALE AVAILABILITY COMMENTS
. [*restricted
‘ deeneral/
Bulk Subscriptions | General | Tourist o
shipments public Congressesf Libraries
UK The Times 797 211 | i (57 yes yes
The Guardian [43] 38 1 (o or x?) | UX figures are for May 1977
Financial Times (1027 114 6 and come from publishers/
Daily Telegraph 6 Ly distributors
Daily Express 1 1
The Observer /2557 4 2 157
The Economist 258/ 298 39 3
New Statesman L%ZZ - 3[4
Morning Star (CP) (1507 155 yes yes(o or x7)
Us Herald Tribune 300_35021) gno yes (1) Hungarian figures - US
Time 300-350(1) no | | )irregu- ‘believes reasonably accurate
| larly ) not airport sales
| Newsweek 545(2) including airport sales
a 300-350(1.) (2) Source: Newsweek April '76
Sports Illustrated Some
Ladies! Home Journal Some
Scientific America Some
National Geographic Some
USA (Embassy 6,000 distributed
distribution) i
COMMENTS @
i
NATO CONFIDENTIAL -169-
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HUNGARY
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Oral and Printed Information (Contd)

L3

TABLE II

Iaprovements in Hungarien performance in this field

gince Helsinki:

Much ‘
Moderate
Little ~ Italy, US, Belgium, Greece
No e Germany, Denmark, Norway
Worse
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HUNGARY
(Revised)

Oral and Printed Information (Contd)

TABLE TII

Titles and numbers of Hungarian printed information

imported by Vestern

countries

/NB. Please check and complete/

-

COUNTRY : TITLE

NUMBER OF COPIES

Denmark Unknown

Norway Unspecified newspapers
and magazines

Very limited, if any

22 subscriptions (1975)

L N TTAL
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HUNGARY
(Revised)

£

INFORMATION

FILMED AND BROADCAST INFORMATION

-

General assessment and summary

1. Hungarian performance in the field of filmed and
broadcast inFformation is somewhat less than restrictive, and
ranks with Poland and Romania as the least restrlctive of the
Warsaw Pact countries.

2. A little Western recorded information is being
broadcast and Hungerians can receive domestic radio and tele-
vision transmissions from Austria.

- DECLASSIFIE - MISE EN LECTURE PUBLI

5 A consicderable number of Western films are imported
for commercial and television use, with television screenings
somewhat greater. 20 to 40% of commercial showings are of
Western films, only some of which are selected for their

egative pcrirayal of Western society. Private showings by
Embassies and loans from Embassy film libraries occur in
limited numbers. Film festivals are held from time to time.

L, In addition to the number of films shown on tele-
vision Hungary also broadcasts considerable Western television
naterial,

Se There is no Jamming of Western radio broadcasts by
Hungeary.

6. Hungary is a vocal advocate of the Soviet line on
"statistical reciprocity” with the West on film imports., It is
also playing a strong rdle in claiming that Western radio broad-
casts must serve “the interests of mutual understanding among
peoples®,

7o There has been moderate improvement in Hungarian
performance since Helsinki. Two live debates between Eastern
and %“estern media representatives on international. issues were
televized in 19765 and this series has continued in 1977.
Interviews of Western politicians and various other programmes
containing ¥Western political material also attest to Hungarytls
comparatively open attitude to information exchange.

DEGQLASSIFIED - PUBLICLY DISCLOSED - PDN(2012)0003
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Filmed and Br oaccast Information (Contd)

I. Performance by Hungarv as regards filmed and broadcast

A

A.
(1)

- PUBLICLY DISCLOSED - PDN(2012)0003 - DECLASSIFIE - MISE EN LEGTURE PUBLIQUE

Radio

Films

DECLASSIFIED

Y

inrlormation

Comnliance with snecific Final Act criteria
v, .will encourage the wider showi

and broadcastin
of a greater varie recoraed and fidmed informa%ion

Trom -the o%ﬁerwgart c;ggtlnﬁ STALES. e s N
To..willl facilitate the 1mport..,o* recorded audio-
visual material irom the OTther PAartlCiDating StatcS..."

See Tables I and II

A large number of Western musical recordings and sone
other Western recorded information is being broadcast.
The US has had some success in placing American music
with radio stations. Hungarian Radio has an active
Programme Exchange Depar- tment which (espec1ally in
music) has a constant ex rchange with most major
Western Radio Staticns (e.g. BBC, Westdeutscher
Rundfunk)., Austrian domestic radlo transmissions can
be received and have a large audience.

Hungary imports a considerable number of VWestern
feature ©ilms from a broad range of countries for
showing commercially and on television., Screenings on
television are slightly more numerous. At any one
time Vestern filus wmay make up from 20 to 40% of films
in cinemas. They include Italian or American recent
releases and a brcad cross-—sectiocn of material.

Movies from West are extiremely popular and there have
been complaints that Committee for Film Imports has not
imported the films public would like to see. Director
of Committee said on 3rd March, 1877 that 30% of movies
shovm in Hungary were from ¥est.

Little is known about non-feature film imports; some
are shown on television. From limited information, it
appears private showings by Western Embassies and filus
on loan are possible, but not great in number. Film
festivals are held from time to time. /NB. Access?/
A11 films eselected must be epproved in advance of
showing by Hungarian authorities.

NATO CONFIDENTIAL
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Filmed asnd Broadcast Information (Contd)

Other
tele-
vision
material

(1)

(ii1)

Apart from large imports of Western films, many for
television, Hungary uses considerable other Western
television material (US, UK, Italian, German)
particularly science/nature documentaries. Eurovision/
Intervision services are used daily.

Especially interesting has been Hungsrian television
programming of current events issues, including debates
between FEastern and ¥Western media representatives and
objective interviews of Western politicians. (See II
belov.

As a front runner propagandist for Warsaw Pact
countries on Basket III issues, Hungary is vocal in its
advocacy of the Hastern line on the need for
"statistical reciprocity® betiiecen Eastern and Western
countries in imports of films etc.

R, .eillustrating the various aspects of life in their
COUNTLiE€Sae o

Hungary selects some films for importation which tend
to display Western society in a negative way, but a
good number are innocucus. All films at least
correspond to the general Hungarian political line.

In radio interview 3rd March, 1977 Hungarian Film
Import director admitted that demand for entertainment
value results in emphasis on crime or comedy in
Western imports and that politically or artistically
dubious films are rejected.

T, .en0te the exnansion in the dissemination of
information broadcast by radio, and express tae hone
ror the continuation ol Thls OroCeSSe.."

Hungary does not Jam any Western foreign broadcasts.
As a leading propagandist among Warsaw Pact countries
on Basket III issues, Hungary has been an adherent to
the Eastern line that Western radio stations must meet
ithe interests of mutual understanding among peoples®,
and must not interfere in the internal affairs of
other states. It has not, however. been as sensitive
on this point as many otiher Warsaw Pact countries.

NATO CONFIDENTIAL
~17b=




> QUE

- DECLASSIFIE - MISE EN LECTURE PUBLI

DEGQLASSIFIED - PUBLICLY DISCLOSED - PDN(2012)0003

2

(1)

(i)

(1ii)

NATO CONFIDENTTIAL

-175= Chapter Vv ,
HJUNGARY ‘
TSD/1IL4(Revised)

Filmed and Broadcast Information (Contd)

Hungary itself transnits far fewer intermational
broadcasts than any other Eastern country, about 16
hours daily (10 to Furope) in 1974, /NB. In 1977%7

Its broadcasts through "Radio Homeland" are principally
directed to Hungarians living in foreign countries and
employ & more suotle non-~-political approach than

other Eastern stations. (Source: Broadcasting, East
and West, Eurcpean Co-—operation Research Group,

w,nort No. 6, April 197L).

Aspects of performance not mentioned sp601flcaily in
the Final Act

Censorship of flerd dnd broaacasf infermation

A11 mate 191 from the West is examined by the official
censor at time of import. Once he clears an item

(2 check is done to ensure there is no conflict with
Hungarian social political ideology) it is not subject
to any apparent limitations (i.e. “cutting®"). /[NB. Are
films “dubbed® accurately?/ S :

Activities of Western Embasslies

The UK has a {ilm library and titles are borrowed
regulally. Fea ture films are shown in the Embassy hall
and are well attended.

The US has a film library. US film shows are possible
for specially invited guests; no public announcement

is permitted. US notes that "of ffiglal® placement of US
films, television and radio materials is modest but
imorov1ng. Some censorship on "all or nothing" basis.

Germgny reports its documentary films are also censore
before public showing permitted. :

Netherlands had a film library until end of 1976 but
has now discontinued operations.

[fB. Other Embassies? What proportion film borrowers
are private persons?/

Lccess to fmbassy film libraries

Access unrestricted in principle. No special problems
in practice.

NATO CONFIDENTIAL
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Filmed and Broadcast Information (Contd)

II. 'Dévq;qgments in Bungary since Final Act

There has been moderate improvement in the already good
Hungarian periformance since Helsinki. This is principally the
result of some enlightened television programmning.

In 1876, Hungarlan television organized two live
debates between Lastern and Vestern mecia represeantatives
covering international subaects such as CSCL, détente and arms
reductions. The selection of participants was feir and each was
given equal tinme. This series has continued in 1977.

In 1076 15 Drowrammes based on USuHunrarlan co--operation

were shown, several of pOllthdl significance. US also reports
a recent up-<beat diacussion of US—Hungarian relations on prime
TV time, including interviews of leadlns members of Congress.
There have also been occasionsl interviews of other Western

. pecliticians objectively raported.

In 1976, the US noticed sowme increase in American

~f11ms, television and radio material being placed in Hungary;

more American films were appearing on Hungarlan television. In
1977 placement of TV items has continued to increase.

III. Western performance

[NB. There is little specific information on imports
of Hungarian films, television and radio material by
Western countries. Please rrovide as much information
as possible for Table IV. Much of this will have to
be done by capitals. This is especially important

in view -of Hungary!s advanced propaganda position on
Basket III issues./

Most NATO countries use Hungarian music programmes on

radio. Greece and the FRG import Hungarian television material
and films for television use.

NALTO CONFIDENTDTIAL




DECJLASSIFIED - PUBLICLY DISCLOSED - PDN(2012)0003 - DECLASSIFIE - MISE EN LECTURE PUBLIQUE

E

>

-

N AT

0 CONFIDENTTATL

-177= Chapter V
HUNGARY
; T3D/ThL (Revised)
Filmed and Brogdcast_Information (Contd)
TABLE I
VESTERN FPILMS SHOWN IN HUNGARY
FROM 10747 T0 WIT-T977 (UNLESS OTHERWISE MARKED)
[ﬁB. Please update this table with information to mid-1977, entering it on a calendar year basig if possible./
Total No.; Entertainment/feature Films Hon-feature films (e.g. documentarieé, § §
Country of films cultural lenguage, children) Film Embassy jComments
shown Comnmercial! Television | Film Private/ Commercial | Television !Film i Private/ iPurchases Loans §
Cinemas Festivals|Special Cinemas Festivals Specijal |
: TGroups ; i Groups f ;
Denmark g 1 | ‘ 3 z 1 ‘ i
Germany | Small Detective ! Documen~ ‘ § ! iNo. info.
number films taries ! lon numbers
. (science 5 i
| _ tourism) : :
: =~ ; T
Greece § 0 | 0 ! i 0 0 g !
Italy 13*21974;i About 30 { Occas— ! iOccasional § %8*(1974)
112% (1975 | yearly ionally i ! document- § i20%(1975)
! i . aries ; ? i i
e - . . . ; f
Netherlands 13 ! : | 19+ 4 : 9 (600 !Film 1ib.
g : g . docun. to | persons Jdiscont. in’
§ | | experts ! late 1576
; | (280 %
A ; o i | | persons) |
Norway (1975) | 6 % é ; |
UK ag 976 | 7 | | ! ? %11*é1974;_
b) 1975 | 6% 5)Embassy | § 9%(1975)!
c) 1976,to %A 1east§ i4)Cinema | About 25 :
30thJune, 19 i ' | . L
i ot et i
US (a) 1974 | 245 19*! 33 | 212 ¢n ;13*21974) 212
3 (16 million people) ! iloans 11%(1975)
(o) 1975 | 1315% 753 | | | |
c) 1976,%o | ; :
f 30 June | Lbout same 2 ’
' : Y
COMMENTS : } | i é
_ ) i
| ) | | | |
* Figures are'ffom Megvar Statisztikal Zsebkéqxx, 1976. Ea}u"Films shown® column - actuallX i$ no. of 1lst releases
o Temm——— o b) "I'ilm purchase® column -- actually is no. of imgorts

177~
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Filmed and Broadcast Information (Contd)

l TABLE | 1T
WESTERN TELEVISION AND RADIO MATERIAL BROADCAST IN HUNGARY
L s () \ L, SR L)

[NB. Flease update this table with information to mid-1977,

entering it on a calendar basis

~178-

if possible;7

i . | . o
| Country TELEVISION ; Radio Comments
! , l - ; Programmnes
i i TV Programmnes | TV Series TV Films News Programmes;
: - : (See Table I) .and films |
§ Germany Some (details i At least 1 Some Diily use of ﬁ Yes About 5% of German
| not known) v (1977) T ; language programming
| | %Der Kommissar® - Eurovision =

Ttaly About 10/year | s¥:vices

Netherlands | : | | | | No data available 1

UK Some ' Some R Yes ‘ i

2&3 1974/75 Not known

by 1976, to
30 June o 1 About 25 |
Us Considerable | Considerable :
(a) 1974 | 1 (Science
| Report Series) s Some American
| music }
COMVENTS 3 i
z | |
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TABLE III

v,

-

Degree of improvement in Hungarian performance since
Helsinki Final Act:

Mach US (televisicn programming)

DEGLASSIFIED - PUBLICLY DISCLOSED - PDN(2012)0003 - DECLASSIFIE - MISE EN LEGCTURE PUBLIQUE

Moderate Italy, US, FRG, /NB. Other NATO missions?/
Little UK
None reece

Worse
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TABLE TV

i

|
Filmed and Broad

Chapter V
HUNGARY
15D/10% (Revised)

cast Information (Contd)

xND”BdOADCASTHIW“ORMATIOH‘IW WESTERY COUNTRIES

[NB. Please update this table, with information to mid-1977, entering it on calendar vear basis i

f possible./

 FILMS ? TELEVISION
Country Feature ! MNon- TV TJr'ogr amme/ Films News Radio Comments
{ | Feature Series ; Material Material
Denmark 3 Most No inﬁormation vet
| ! i available
i i " |
Greece 5 (1974) } 1 21974) ) Vestern Commercially shown only
A 21975) i 0 1975? ; Yes yes
1 (1976) ¢ 0 (1976 radio stations
Germany | Several per year since 75/76 Yes yes use sone fgfo. pvailable from German
& )
Italy ' 3/5 per year + \  Some Hungarian i
; £ilm festivals L i
, ' ~ ki - 1 musical ‘
Netherlands i | i ] No information
| { i progranming Lo
Norwayr (1975)£l (commercially) + { 2 1
. } probably others shown x f g
‘i privately ! ;
o " o . e
UK ? | Some for BBC | I
I - - -y ' "
COMMENTS ¢ :
g
5
i - |
1
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INFORMATION

WORKING CONDITIONS FOR JOURNALISTS

CGeneral assessment and summary

3 It would anppear that Hungary!s overall performance

is relayed in Eastern terms, but still somewhat restrictive.

2. Entry for Western Journalists on single assignment.
usually poses little difficuly, and some rare initial refusals
Lhove been subsegquently reversed. Hovever, requests from
Hungarian-born VOA correspondents have never been granted.

3. Few Western journalists are accredited permeanently,
either resident or non-resident. This does not appear to be the
result of Hungarian disapproval but rather lack of Western
interest. Before granting multiple exit and entry visas to
accredited journalists Hungary is seelking bilateral agrecments
to ensure it is don= on the basis of reciprocity.

L, Both visiting and resident journalists appear to
enjoy coumplete freedom of movement, cen import technical equipment
and can transmit reports unhindered; though some TV teams are
supervised by Hungarian TV ‘ipartner®.

5e Lccess to official sources is not difficult, tThough
well controlled by Hungarian Authorities. No real problems on
access to private sources, except on the sensitive topics when
sources are reluctant to respond. '

5. There have been no expulsions of Journalists.
Nonetheless, Hungary is prominent among Warsaw Pact countries in
the campaign to place news reporting and exchanges of
information at the Yservice of mutual understanding® among
people. Critical reporiing is carefully noted.

7. There has been no change in Hungary since Helsinki.
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Working Conditions for Journalists (Contd)

Performance by Hungary as regards Vorking Conditions for

Journalists

A.
(1)

Comnlisnce with snecific Final Act criteria

Wexamine in a favourable spirit and witain & suitable
and reasone CaLe reguests Ir ol Journalists for

visas®h

[NB. Little information/

Hungary appnears to treat favourably most applications
from Jjournaligts for single--assignment visits. Rare
refusals take place but some have been reversed after
Embassy intervention. Consistent refusals of visas to
Hungarian members of VOA suggest one category of
progcribed individuals exists. Visas are gzranted
within 1-3 wesks (UK); 3-14 days, sometimes longer
(Gernany).

[NB. Please provide information on how Hupgary treats
applications for permanent accreditation./

Very few Western corregpondents are accredited to and
resident in Hungary. This does not aprear to be the

result of Hungarian disapproval but rather the lack

of Western interest and the »nroximity to Western cities
where Jjournalists can live more comfortenly. While
Hungary vould prefer resident accreditations (e.g. hard
currency) Budapest seems ready to accept dual accredi-
tations of Westerners from third countries although
there are none at present. iB. Confirm/ German
Jjournalists cover Hungary from Vienna but are not
permanantly accredited. /[NB. Confirm/ Hungary and

the FRG are at present working out an agreement on dual
accreditation; Greece has a proposal before Hungarian
Authorities Zor more flexible procedure for
aceredltation of journalists. [NB. Any details?/

(For treatment of visa requests related to permanent
accreditation see (ii) below.)
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Working Conditions for Jourpalists {(Contd)

(i1)

.(iv)

"grant to vermenently accredited journalists of the
; 0L arrancements,

articlpatinz states, on the basis
— & . = W‘“‘. l..’
nultinle enctry and exlt visas 1or apegiﬁiea per;oﬁa“

Hungary grants either single entry/exit or multiple
entry/exit visas tc permanently accredited resident

~Journalists apparently depending on whether or not an

agreement exists for issue of the latter on a
reciprocal basis.

Italy reports its resident correspondents have
multiplie entry and exit visas valid for six months
(the one Hungarian journszlist in itely has a nmultiple
entry/exit vise valid for one year). [NB. Are there
other resident correspondentszf '

There are apparently no non-resident accredited
Journalists for the present but Germeny believes that
should its Journalists in Vienna be dually-accredited,
there are signs of willingness to grant multiple

exit and entry visas on the basis of reciprocity.
(Germany gives permenent accreditation, renewable resi-
dence permits for 1 year, and multiple entry and exit
visas to 3 Hungarian Journalists resident in Bonn.)

ifacilitate the issue to accredited Jjournalists of
the participating st rinlts Tor stay in their
country or Ttemporar 51N AL and when tnese
are necessary, OI | official TS which 1t Is
apprqpri@%ehéor‘%hem 0 have'

[f . Yo informetion. e.g. residence permits, press
cards, etc./

"ease, on a basis of reciprocity, nrocedures for

arranging travel by journallisits...in Tae country where
ney are exercising thell prolession and toAg;QviEe
PrOSTesSSiVeLy Areater OnDOr CUNL Lies +0r SLCH Cravel,

SUD.Ject TO the Obhservance Ot Iregulations relsting to
The exlstence or areas closed Ior security reasons?

There is complete Ifreedom of travel for fereign
Journalists, both visiting and resident, in Hungary.

/NB. Any information on “providing greater oppor-
Ttunities® for travel such as officially sponsored
tours?/
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Working Conditions for Jowrnallsts (Contd)

"ensure that reguests by such Jjournslists for such
travel receive, in so xar as possible, an expeditious

TesPONnsStess

Non--applicable. Permission to travel is not needed.
[NB. Notification needed?’

Tincrease the opportunities for Jjournalists of the
parcicinating states To communicate person with
Their sources, including organizations and orlricial
institucionsy ‘

Access apoears not to be too difficult to official
sources, although it is controlled by Hungarian
Authorities. Senior individuals are available for
interviews on controversial subjects.

Most Journalists can contact private sources directly
and can - and do - nroduce articles on Hungary which
the régime clearly dislikes, If there is a problenm,
it is that private socurces are often reluctant to
tallz, especially ebout sensitive subjects.

[NB. Little information on Hungarien treatment of
Journalistic_and film projects rroposed by Western
Journalists

Germany reports considerable difficulties and delays
when topic is sensitive; recently even increased
difficulties. [/NB. Others?/

”ggant to Jjournalists of the participating states the
right To import, subject only <To 1itTs ing taken ou
again, The technical equl ment
exercise Of Tihelr proiession

There are few problems in importing technical
equipment although bureaucratic customs procedures
delay matters. GCermany has had no problems with its
TV teams. :

NATO CONFIDAENTIAL
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Working Conditions for Journalists (Contd}

(viii)

(ix)

(x)

(x1)

(1)

"enable Journelists of the other participating states
Ve T0 TronSmLL conpLetelv. normalLly and ra ig% b

means recognize vy the narciclpating states To the
information organs walch They renresent, the results
ol thelr proressional activity, lncludlng tape
recoraings and undeveloped rilm...”

Foreign correspondents are able to transmit their
material abroad unhindered. No problems encountered
in sending out taves and undeveloped films.

fireaffirm that the legitimate pursuit of their
ProTess10Nal 8CLiVLILY Wildl nei%ﬁer Tender journalists

Tiable To exnulsion Nor OLtnervisSs DenallSe LheM...n

No expulsions known since Helsinki. Less friepdly
for critical journalists. /JiB. Any penalties??

T, ..1f an accredited journalist is expelled, he will
be informed of the reasons for this act and may
submlit an application for re~examination of hisg case®

Not applicable. No expulsions.

ALccreditation and use of Western cameramen/technicians

[NB. Little information./ Apparently no permanently
accredited technical personnel. Visiting Journalists
(e.g. German TV) can have accreditation and use their
own technical personnel without difficulty. [NB. True?/

Asvects of periformance not mentioned specifically in
the Final Act.

Co—operation of local press and techpnical services
[NB. Little information./

The Press Department of the MFA is the central
contact for resident Jjournalists and co-—ordinating
agency for visiting journalists. It controls access
to official sources. These services are free,

[AB. Ouvality? Co-operativeness?/
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It offers technical services to those who neged then
and the quality of service appears good. ?N“. Cost?
While visitors can bring in their own personnel,
Germany reports it is obligatory for its German TV
teams to employ a Hungarian TV ¥pariner® to supervise
rather than assist operations. There is a substantial
fee for this Vservice®.

(ii) Public attitude of régime teo foreign journalists

Not unfriendly, but very cautious.
/NB. Does régime publicly discourage contact with
press? Has it participated in campaign waged by
some other Bastern countries of sttacks on the
activities of Western journalists?/

(iii) Journalistst access to international news

No problem for visitors in main hotels, and
presunably the same for resident Jjournalists.

/NB. Receive subscriptions, news agency services?/

(iv) Refusing journalists re-entry on the basis of
previous reporting

Journalists who write uncomplimentary or critical
reports on the basis of one vigit are sometimes
refused re-entry visas. While overall numbers of
such refusals have not increased or declined since
Helsinki, Germany has had, since Autumn 1975, 2 cases
of refusals to Jjournalists who had previously visited
Hungery over many yvears. No reason was given and

it was only after some months of diplomatic activity
that the two were re-admitted to Hungary.

[/IB. Please confirm if critical reporting is the
likely cause./

IT1. Developments in Hungary since Final Act.

There is no chenge in Hungarian performance since
Helsinki,

Lt best one country has determined scme "atmospherich
improvements. For example, more senior people apnear to be
available for interviews and are even ready to discuss
controversial subjects.
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ITII. Western performance

See Table III. [MB. Allied capitals can probably assist,]

With reference to L.B(iv) above, Germany reports .
that it has recently had to refuse an entry visa for security
reasons to a senior official of the Hungarian Journalists
Association (MUOSZ), which could have negative repercussions.
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ZNB. Please update section A to mid-1977, noting any changes for 1977; update section_E”to mid-1977, on a ca
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TABLE I

WESTERN JOURNALISTS IN HUNGARY

Vorking Conditi

Chapter V

HUNGARY

S

|

(Revised)

bns for Journalists (Contd)

lendar year basis if possible,./

Belgium! Denmark fGermany Greece Italy Netherlands | Norway UK Us Comments
A. In mid-1977 * ;
Total Journalists Accredited: (0)* 6] 0 0] 3, 0 (L)* 0] 0 ()* 1974 figures:
(L'Unita Worth Atlantic
ANSA, Vie Lssembly cocument
Nuove CIC/FF(75)10,
Sept. 1975
No., Resident Journalists 0 O 0 3 0 0 0]
No. Resident Cameramen/Techs. 0 0 0 0 0 0
No. Holding Multi-Exit/Entry 0 0 0 0 0 o}
Visas
B. From 1974 to mid-1977
Visas for Accredited ! 0 3 0 0
Journalists |
Visas for Single—-Assignment P 4(1975) 20/30 | 1(¥76) { 5=30 a year | 12 (175~ 3(mid-74) | 6(1975/76
P 2(1976) | yearly | 1({1'76) mid-76) 10?375) 6 months)
! 6(276)
Visas refused | 0 12%74) Not 0 0 C(mid-74) 2
L{176)% known 1§i75 (1974L/75)*
1(1777% 0{176
Visas delayed more than 6 0 O - Not 0 0 0
months known
i Journalists expelled | 0
COMMENTS ¢ *visas | %¥VOA corres-—
granted nondents of
after Hungarian
diplo~ || origin
! matic {
; inter- !
; vention 1
3 i |
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AL,

IABLE L1

Degree of improvement in Hungarian performance since
Helsinki Final Azt:

luch

Moderate

Little

None Germeny Italy*, UX, US, Demmark

Worse

* IS interpretation
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INFORMATION
CO-OPERATION IN THE FIELD OF INFORMATION

General assessment and sumnary

In general, Hungary seeks to piomote co-operation in
the information field if the result is to ensure more attention
in the West to the official Hungarian régimes view of the
country. Proposals for bilateral agreements in this field have .
been geared towards this end, Very little has been done so far.

/NB. Please, if necessary, provide any further
elaboration on basis of co-ordinated views of participating
NATO Embassies&7
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Co-oporation in the Field of Informatién (Contd)

I. Performance by Hungery as regards co-~operation in the field
of information

Compliance with specific Final Act criteria

(i) ... will favour increased co-operation among mass
media organizations, including press agencies, as
well as among nublishing houses and organizations;®

[MB. No information/

(ii) *®,.. will favour co-operation among public or private
national or international radio and television

organizations, in particular through The cexchange of
BO%h Tive and recordcd racio and television programmes
anc_Tthrough the Jjoint production, and Tthe broadcasting
and distribution of such programmnes®

There is a regular exchange of radio programmes
between Hungary and Western countries, and some co=productions
have been arranged. During Summer of 1975, the first television
co=production programme between Hungary and the United States
Information Agency was broadcast.

There has also been a one-time exchange of non-
political programmes between the BBC and the Hungarian
Broadcasting Crganization, each service devoting an evening
to the products of the other.

In its bilateral proposals to a number of Western
countries, Hungary has suggested the renewal (or initial
conclusion) of co-—operative agreements between radio amd
television organizations. Organizations are also to keep each
other informed of broadcasts of material from the other party.

The two Hungarian TV discussion programmes with
Western and Eastern participants (see section on Filmed and
Broadcast Information) seem to have been arranged without the
assistance of Western networks.,

TouUrnaliStS.e.n

In 1976, a group of Hungarian Jjournalists visited
Norway. There were also numerous visits by Hungarian journalists
to the US.
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In the FRG, the Friedrick-Fbert Foundation has for

years successfully co-operated with the Hungarian Journalists?
Association (MUOSZ) in journalists! exchanges. The Hungarians
have recently shown interest in extending this exchange
programme to the two German Journalistst Associations, DJV and
DJU, but there has been some delay caused by the refusal of a
visa, on security grounds, to an officizl of MUOSZ in 1977.

(iv)

(v)

",.. Will view favourably the possibilities of
arrangemnencs between perlodical publications as
well as DeTween newspapers ... LOr the purpose
0F exchanging and DUbLlishing articless!

[NB. No information/

M., will encourage the exchange of technical
information as well as the organizatlicn ol Joint
researcin anc meetings ,.. between experts in the
Tield of the press, radio and television®™

[NB. No information/

IT. Developments with respect to Hungarian performance since

ielsinkl

/B, No information/
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CO-OPERATION AND EXCHANGES IN THE FIELDS OF CULTURE
& ' ‘AH\—

i

) EDUC

SOME ASPECTS

I. Dissemination and translation of books

A, Western books 1in Hungary

(i) General assessment

See Table 1.

More information required even in the way
of general estimates/

Hungary takes an advance propaganda position among
Warsaw Pact countries in claiming a highly commendable record
in importation and translation of Western books in comparison
with Western publication of Hungarian books,

Although further information 1s necessary to permit
Western Judgement, Hungary seems to be importing only limited
nunbers of foreign titles directly for sale in original
languages, The original language titles available include such
writers as Graham Greene, E.M. Forster, Arthur Ransome,
P.G. Wodehouse, Saul Bellow, Leon Uris, etc., GDR publications
of German literature are cheap and very popular with the
Hungarian elite, whereas FRG publications are very expensive
in contrast though they are available for sale in some Budapest
book shops.

In contrast, however, its translation and publication
of apparently large numbers of Western boolts probably makes
Hungarian performance -about the best of all Warsaw Pact
countries.

For example, according to the June 1973 report of the
Furopean Co-operation Research Group, 3,000 foreign titles were
being translated and published annually with a rising trend.
Unlike most Eastern countries, commercilal exchange and sales -
are pursued with vigour and efficiency by Kultura, the Hungarian
agency, The development of literary culture is given high
priority,

NATO CONFIDENTIAL
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Although foreign currency shortages may place some
limitations on imports of books in original language, EUCORG
contends the publishing industry is generally given carte blanche
for purchasing printing rights and for translating and publishing
foreign works (subject to %iv) below).

(ii) Translation and publication of Western books

[MB. Little information._ Additional descriptive
material would be helpful/

In comparison with other Warsaw Pact countries,
Hungary translates large numbers of foreign books,

As part of its bilateral implementation proposals to
a number of Western countries, Hungary has suggested that:

1e competent authorities of each country advise cach
other annually of what works are recommended for
translation and publication in the other country,
what works of the other country have been translated
and published, and the number of copies;

2. authorities inform each other of thé extent of
- governmental support accorded to increase the
availability of translated and published works
of the other country,

(iii) Categories of Western books

A broad cross-scction of books are available except
for those of content contrary to régimets views,

(iv) Selection criteria and censorship

Books for sale directly, or translated in Hungarian,
are selected for their acceptability to the régime. Trivia,
and books critical. of the West, are favoured although some
serious political essays do appear (e.g. essay by E.M, Forster
on democracy).

6NB. Censorship? e.g. Are passages in translated
'estern books changed or removedf
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(v) Availability to public

A limited choice of books from Western countries are
on public sale in their original languages at a number of book-
shops. They are chiefly technical works while literary .
literature is confined to titles by Macceptable® authors.

EUCORG also claims that readers may order Western
boolzs through these bookshops provided titles do not appear on
the proscribed list. (In this case, the customer is told the
title is "difficult to obtain®".) The central agency Kultura
will obtain books directly from Western publishers, Prices for
foreign books arc high compared with Hungarian printed works.
Penguin paperbacks cost over 90 Forints apiece (g2.20).

Foreign books are also available in original language
in public libraries. /NB., Restricted access?/
. Translated versions of Western works: By sale? order?
In libraries?/

(vi) Book exhibitions

/[NB., Little information., Others?/ Hungary has
refused Germany to proceed with book exhibiTion for Autumn of
1977, allegedly for difficulties of space and date.

(vii) Activities of Western Embassies

The British and US Embassies, French and Italian
Institutions maintain libraries with reading rooms to which the
public has access. With reference to the British library,

“EUCORG notes that police have asked questions of visitors.

Apart from deterrence of presence of police guards, access is
unrestricted to Western missions. There is no German library
or reading roon envisaged for foreseeable future.

(viii) Contacts between publishers, writers, libraries

As part of its bilateral implementation proposals to
a number of Western countries, Hungary has suggested that
writers! associations be in contact and agree on co-operation
to further the translation and publication of each other's
books,

US Library of Congress and other US libraries have a
fairly extensive programme of exchanges with Hungarian libraries.
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B. Developnents since Helsinki

No change, apart from Hungarian proposals noted above
(designed to secure more place for Hungarian works in the West).

C. Hungarian books in Western countries

See Table II,

B, More information is reguired, even general
cstimates.” This must come from capitals,/

Hungary is a propaganda leader in following the Soviet
line that Western countries are not importing, transliating and
publishing Hungarian works on the same scale as Western books
are being published in Hungary. Better performance is demanded
("statistical reciprocity®) and support is requested from
Western countries in disseminating Hungarian works whatever
their popularity with Western public,

In its report, EUCORG notes that the Hungarian agency
Kultura takes a vigorous approach to sales and exchanges of
books.
IT. Films

A, Film exchanges and festivals

/NB. Little information/

Germany reports no known regular film exchange is
taking place between Hungary and Western countries.

In 1976 and 1977, Canada and Norway respectively
held film festivals at which feature films were shown. Greece
has also held a festival. NB., When?/ There has not yet been
a Gerran film festival in Hingary, but Hungarians have
participated in festivals in Germany. There are apparently
many specialized festivals held by Hungary at which Western
films are shown.

B. Co-production of films and other contacts

Hungary has a number of co=productions with Western
countries. For example, one co-production was realized with
Norway in 1976,
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I1T. language Instruction

A, Western language instruction in Hungary

According to the Hungarian Ministry of Culture, German
is still the nost important foreign language in Hungary, although
much of the younger generation. concentrates on learning English,

German, “nglish, Latin, French, Italian and Spanish are
taught at Hungarian schools on a voluntary basis. Some Western
language teachers are present with Italian and French cultural
institutes. It should be noted, however, that participation by
Hungarians in language courses abroad is normally discouraged by
Hungarian authorities.

B. Language instruction in Western countries

/NB. No information/

Hungary adheres to the Soviet line that Western
countries must do more in the way of teaching Fastern languages,
including Hungarian, up to the level of instruction achieved in
Tastern countries (Ystatistical reciprocity®), As part of its
bilateral implementation proposals to some "estern countries,
Hungary has suggested measures to expand knowledge in Western
countries of the Hungarian language.
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. TABLE I e
Number of Western Books Available in Hungary

Note: 411l figures are rough estimates

n/_’NB. Please update this table wi;th estinates to niid-ui'97'7; entering i‘lgures on calendar year basis if possiblej

Total imports

Translations

Categories books (%).. .

ivailabillty 5

P A
Total : | i L ) - ;
Country Titles ; } ; ‘ (tpgpglatlops only): Comnents
Available Titles : No. Copies | Fiction | Educ. | Spec/ Social Stores { Libraries |
: : Tech.| Sciences x-restric.
. o=-bnen
Denmark [ ,
Germany : ; No info. available
Greece 3 known 1 writer, 2 poets
(before Helsinki)
Italy 17§’7l§
16(72
1520 ;
yearly
Netherlands Very 2 books seen in
seldon second hand shops
Norway No info. available
United )very
States )small
Jpumbers
United 100 plus 100 plus j 1 very ilany ST Foreign language book-
Kingdom pL many ‘avail-- shops have reasonable
able selection of classics
and modern paperbacks.
Available but very
! expensive

DEGLASSIFIED - PUBLICLY DISCLOSED - PDN(2012)0003 - DECLASSIFIE - MISE EN LECTURE PUBLIQUE

-

- =199~

CONFIDENTTIAL




NATO CONFIDENTTIAL

Chapter V ‘ =200~
HUNGARY '
TED/IUL(Revised)
Co-operation and Exchanges in the Fields of Culture and Education (Contd)
TABLE | 1T

Humber of Hungarian books avaiI;ble in Western countries
Note: All figures are estimates
/NB. Please update this %able with estimates to mid-1977, entering figures on calendar year basis if possible,”/

Total imports | Translations Categories books(¥%) Availability
Total 1974~76 incl - translati 1y)
Country | Titles ) -nc-~ . : ‘ (translations only Comments
Available | pji0g Copies{ No. ;Copies| Fiction | Educ. LSpec/_ Social Others | Stores } Libraries x-restric.
4 Tech. | Sciences | o-open
Germany . i : Ne info awailable
Italy - 3 or 4
‘ yvearly ‘
Norway 4 No info available
Qpited 1 US Library of
Kingdom Congress figures
it for English
g%;t:: ' ~ i translations of
| : . 3 Hungarian books
received ,
principally done
in US and UK):
4 1973~41
: 1974-43
| : 1975-16
; _} "
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ORAL AND PRINTED TNFORMATION

General assessment and summary

1. Poland is the most relaxed Eastern country in its
approach to the dissemination of and the accessibility to Western
printed information on its territory, though it is still
restrictive by Western standards,

2 A wide cross-section of Western non-Communist newspapers
and news magazines igs imported, but only in enough numbers for
limited tourist sales, modes®t distribution to international press
and book clubs (to which there is free public access), some very
limited general sales, and for official use, A few ¥estern
Communist publications are imported and have been seen on sale.
Non-political/general {especially fashion) and scientific
publications; sone in large numbers, are imported for reading
rooms and more extensive general sales, Some enter through
individual subscriztion vihich is limited by the subscribers!
ability to pey in foreign currency and some perhaps by official
institutions,

e There has been no significant improvement in Polish
periormance since the Helsinki Pinal Act, and some deterioration
in availability of imported printed information to the public
since the beginuning of 1977, probably dues to increased press
attenticn in the West toc Poland'!s economic and political piroblems
and to human rights questions in Eastern Europe.

L, Poland has not brought about any appreciable increase
in diss=mination of Western printed informetion, though it claims
to be importing more titles and copies of Western materials,

5 Poland cdoes not seem to have improved access by the
general public,
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Oral and Printed Information {(Contd)

I. Polish performance in the field of Oral and Published

inrormatlion

A, Aspects of performance mentioned specificallv in the
nai. Act
Hat act

(i) "To facilitate the dissemination of oral
INYTOYMAatLlON see” (lECLUTES, LECLUr€ TOULS,
round-table meetings, seminars, symposia,
summer schools, congresses, etc.)

The Polish Authorities are very keen to organize round-
table meetings, but nrefer people under the sponsorship of Western
Governments, institutions and organizations to participate rather
than ordinary individuals, They have a good record on allowing,
and even encouraging, lecture tours, congresses and summer schools,
especially when Poland!s international prestige would thereby be
enhanced, when Polish cultural achievements would be better known
and when incidental benefits (such as the gain of scientific
know-how) might be extracted. They are particularly keen to
attract expatriate Poles to come to Poland to participate in such
events, As for the substance of e.g. lectures,; the Polish margin
of tolerance is widening, but certain areas and subjects still
remain taboo.

(ii) ©"To facilitate the improvement of the dissemination
on thelr territory ¢f ... /princed information/ ...
Irom other participauving states.”

See Table T.

The dissemination of Western printed information in
Poland is more ample than in any other Warsaw Pect countiy, though
vndoubtedly short of demand and still very limited by Western
standards, The Poles import a wide range of Western non-Communist
newspapers, news magazines and political periodicals in noderate
numbers for tourists, libraries and officials but not sufficieant
for significant pubiic sale, The amount of Western Communist
publications imported is not clear, A variety of general/non-
political (especially fashion), science and technical publications
is imported, but very few for sale,

According to Peter OSHOS (Herald Tribune,
16th April, 1976) there is an "approved list" of publications of
about 270 titles: Polish officials cleim that only publications
which are pornogrephic or which are consistently anti-Comnunist
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are exciuded, In fact, some Western newspapers viaich are not
consistently enti-Commmist are also excluded (e.g. Die Welt).,
Although the shortage of hard currency is cited as a limiting
factor, Poland puts far higher priority than other Eagtern
countries on using available currency to purchase Western
information materials.

The extent of dissemination throughout the territory
of Poland corresponds principally to the location of the
International Book Clubs (numbering 64 in 1974) where Western
printed information is most accecsible to the rubiic (see (v)
below). Probably a1l large urban ceuntres are covered, Sales are
likely 1limited to largest cities except for the most popular
fashion magazines.

(1ii) ",.. will encourage ... Lirms end orgenizations
to ccnclgge”agreements‘ana CoNntracts desi*neﬁ
rradually €0 increass E&Qﬁguan1;qfqi,an§_%ﬁq
Dmber 0F TiLLes ... liported from the other
participating states.,”

{wentioning: speediest conditions of delivery,
use of normal chamnels for distribution, payment)

'

Tmport and distribution of Western printed information
in Poland is done by Ars Polona-Ruch, an apparently efficient
agency vhich controls about 32,000 kiosks (1974 figure). There
is no information on general Polish practice in making agreements
and contracts, but as an example, Polandt®s arrangement with a
Yestern distiributor calls for a minimum purchase of a certain
value of Western publications (titles chosen by Poland) with the
Western distributor agreeing to buy a certain percentage of
Polish publications in return. Delivery seems ranid and the local
distribution system is used, /NB. Source: 1974 Report by EUCORG
(see note Table I)/.

There is little evidence that Ars Polona-Ruch go out of
their way to increase their import of Western titles, Western
£irms are left to set the pace and have to work hard to persuade
APR to increase their imports. The Polest! shortage of hard
currency and the obligation on Western firms to counter-
purchase (usually unsuitable) Polish publications, coupled with a
certain political reluctance, remain the biggest obstacles tec any
substantial increase in these exports.
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Oral and Printed Information (Contd)

(iv) v,,. will take aporopriate measures to achieve
_ the aoove objective and to implement The grov1sions
contained in che afreements and contracts.
_ Poland has not altered her laws either to meke them more
restrictive or to facilitate improvements, As far as we know, she
honours her contracts, When offensive issues of e.g. Der Spiegel

or The Fconomist are printed, they are still imported but tnen
disappear.

(v) ®"To contrivute to the improvement of access by
TOe 3uhlic TO periodicel and non-periodical printed
Euo ications imported on the basis indicated above,!
(.e. (1LY nd (iv)})

See Table .

. There is reasonably good accessibility to the titles and
anounts of Western printed information imported through the
facilities of the International Press and Book Clubs. These clubs
stock a modest anount of most Western newspapers and periodicals
and access is free from restrictions. The supply of certain
titles is sometimes interrupted. This has become more freguent
in recent nonths, Salesg are limited to a few major newspapers
at certain kiosks, most often in 1arge hODeis, plus the non-
UollticaW/geﬂeral periodicals on fashion and other subjects,
Suosbrlnuwons, while permitted, are limited to the nonuboliﬁical/
general variety and by the neeé for the subscriber to pay with own
foreign currency,

(a) v,.. will encourage an increase in the number of
places vmere LﬁeSe‘publlCathGS are on sale;’

It is rare to find Western non-Communist publications on
sale in public kiosks, but when these are available, they can most
often be found in the kiosks of large hotels; Western Communist
publications can occasionally be bought.

Conies of Yestern newspapers are sometimes purchased
by the generai public at International Press and Book clubs.
Western non-Commmist newspapers and periodicals can be purchased
at major tourist hotels and airports. Some non~polit 1cal/vene ral
periodicals, especially fashion magazines, can be found on sale
at kiosks,
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Oral and Printed Information (Contd)

(b) ... will facilitate the availability of these
periodlcal Hublications curing congresses,
conierences, oificlal visits and other international
events and to tourlsts during the season;"

No evidence that supply improves significantly during
such occasions,

(¢) %a.. will develon the possibilities for taking out
subscriptions according to the modalities particular
TO each country;"

Responsible Polish officials claim that individuals can
subscribe to any publication on “approved list® (see (ii) above),
but this is not supported by evidence. Nonetheless, subscriptions
on the part of organizations are at least possible to most
general/non-pvolitical and technical publications. Subscriptions
are placed through Ars Polona-Ruch and must be paid for in hard
currency held by the =subscriber, Those without hard currency must
rely on friends or relatives outside Poland to order subscriptions
for them. Receipt of subscribed materials seems To be uncertain;
this is caused by sporadic censorship and postal problems.
Ministries and state institutions can subscribe to any Western
printed information for official use, supplies of hard currency
peraitting.

(a) ©,., will improve the opportunities for readine and
borrowing these pUbLicELions in large public
Llipraries and thelr reacing roomsS ac well as in
university libraries,™

Although precise information is lacking, it appears that
many newspapers, news magazines and all varieties of periodicals
which Poland imports are available for. the general public to read
in Polandl's unique international press and book clubs, University
libraries are supplied on a private basis; primarily in
co~operation with Western Embassies., There is very little such
naterial in public libraries,

Some limited sale is occasionally allowed. Newspapers
are said to appear 24 to 48 hours after publication in two or

three copies (source: EUCORG). Access to the clubs is free and
no stigma is attached to those who visit themn,
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(vi) %,.. to improve the possibilities for acquaintance
with bulletins of oificial information issued by
diplomatic missions and aistrlbut@d by those
misslons on the basis Or ar rangemqp@s accentable
To the 1"fﬁ:er'c-:‘sted__'g,ar‘tﬂes.

2 N

No difficulty is placed by the Polish Authorities on the
distribution of such bulletins; tbose carrying political
information have little to no effect in influencing the medla,
because of the tight control exercised by the censors. The fact
that Polish correspondents are often reporting on the same
subJjects is also employed as an araument not to use Western-
supplied material, Commerc1a1, academic and publicity publications
are widely distributed, and have some beneficial effect.

B. Aspects of performance not mentioned specifically in

F?nal Act

(1) Publicetion of Western material in Polish press

Normally, foreign contributions are not found in the
press; onLv mateﬂlal from Polish correspondents is published,
There is often very selective quotation from Western newspapers.

(ii) Number of and accessibility to Embassy and other
Wegtern reading rooms and libraries

4 lafge British Council library stocks 264 periodicals
(in 1974) and access is free., There are also French reading rooms
in Warsaw and Krekow and a library of French civilization at the
University oif Warsaw. The U3, Italy and Austria also maintain
cultural centres with reading rooms in Warsaw., There are American
libreries in Poznan and Krakow, Access is free in 211 cases but
there have been instances of discouragement in Poznan,

(iii) Censorship of incoming Western nrinted information

There is apparently an "approved list" of Western
printed information numbering 264 tl tles. Nonetheless some
incoming publiceticns are still withheld from public sale and
distribution if they contain controversial articles. Censorship
of incoming mail suosc“in+1onq is also done but on a sporadic

basis.
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Oral and Printed Information (Contd)

IT. Developments in Polish performance since Helsinki

See Table II.

- There has been no significant improvement in Polish
performance since Helsinki, Poland claims that more Western titles
and copies of Western printed information are being imported,

Corroborating evidence: Herald Tribune
from 150 to 550 /G507 copiés as result of
new agreement in fall of 1975: small increase
in Newsweek circulation/

There has been some deterioration since the beginning of
1977 in the availability of Western printed information to the
general public., Imported issues are more frequently withheld fronm
the public. This seems primarily due to coverage in Western press
of Polandls economic and political problems and of human rights
questions in Eastern RBurope, Tourist demand is increasing and
cannot be supplied on the excuse that a shortage of foreign
currency limits purchases,

ITI. VWestern performance

Comparatively few Polish publications are imported, but
this 1s because the demand for them is very limited. There are
few if any restrictions to increasing the import of such material
if distributors felt the demand werranted it. No significant
improvement since Helsinki, See Table III.
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Dissemination and accessibility of Western printed information in Poland
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Chapter VI
POLAND

I8D/Th4(Revised)

Oral and Pdinted Information (Contd)

1

Much of the information used in this Table has come from a report dated March 1974 by the European Co--cperation Research Group on

the "Distribution of Western newspapers in Eastern Europe®,
by square brackets below, /NB.

Though dated, this information is the best gvailable and is enclosed
Please update to mid-1977, if needed/ '

- DECLASSIFIE - MISE EN LECTURE PUBLI

COUNTRY

TITLES

IMPORTATION

PUBLIC SALE

AVAILABILITY
[ restrigted
¢ general

Pulk
shipments

Subscriptions

General
Public

Tourist

Congresses

Libraries
(includes
Inpernational
B?ok Clubs)

COMMENTS

BELGIUM

Le Soir

La Libre Belgique

Le Peuple

Pourquol Pas :

Le Drapeau Rouge (Communist)

none

some

none none

yes yes

none

yes

DENMARK

Berling Tidende
Politik

none

g none none

none

GERMANY

Frankfurter Allgemeine
Die Welt

Die Zeit :
Suddeutsche Zeitung

Der Spiegel

plus: some weecklies and
magazines on science and
fashion, including

"New Fashion®,

Burda Fashions®

Die Tat (Communist)

§ ry

not known

13,000 yes
25,000 ves

L277

ATTBUOTSBO00

circulating

Germany reports in
October 1976 that
Die Welt is not

H

DEGLASSIFIED - PUBLICLY DISCLOSED - PDN(2012)0003

GREECE

ITALY

Corriere della Sera
La Stampa
LtUnita (CP)

(13 others, primarily
fashion magazines)

[257

iy

6,400
total

NETHERLANDS

De VWaarheid (CP)

rarely

is language.

occasionally; factor
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,  AVAILABILITY
IMPORTATION ‘ PUBLIC SALE £¥ restricted
¢ general/
COUNTRY ' C ' TITLES %ibraries COMMENTS
Bulk .o - General . includes
shipments Subscriptions |} Public Tourist Congresses Tnternational
Book Clubs)
UNITED The Times o 30/ 260 12 /307 yes yes * é UK figures are for
KINGDOM The Guardian 150 1 yes yes * o May, 1977, and come
Financial Times L/ 110 - yes yes * ¢ from publishers/
Daily Telegraph . 130 9 yes yes * g distributors
Daily Mail - 2 yes yes * ¥ NB. Suggested
Daily Mirror - 2 yes yes * 3 otals in ISD/144
Daily Express ~ 2 (first draft) were
Observer 1.7 3 yes yes * * much higher in some
The FEconomist 500 84 [h2T yes yes %* é cases, Can UK
. - Embassy agree with
New Statesman L - 5 [§7 yes * % LI ;
Morning Star (CP) [égéz several yes yes * ¢ new figures or are
s nundred more copies seen in
+(30 magazines, ) not usually * * Polandi?
including The Spectator, not usually * *
Punch) [507 each not usually * *
_ New Scientist 10¥s of copies
UNITED Herald Tribune est. 150 (1974 yes ) Large increase in
STATES 550 (1975 THT 1974 to 1975 is
450 (1976 result of new
agreement, but
decline of 100 in
1976,
Newsweek 068 (1976) 137 (1976) yes 4 Newsweek, April 1976.
: _ Increase of about
100 over 1975.
Time ' 705 ' yes 8
Variety non-political/
technical publications yes
US Communist Party
publications unknown rarely
TENTS @ - *North ,
COMMFENTS ¢ , Atlantic _ |
Lssembly ,
Report

c1c(763%, May 1976
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TARLE TI
'Improvements in Polish performance in this Field since
Helsinki:
Much
‘Moderate
Little v _
None Germany, Italy, Netherlands, UK, US, Denmark, Belgium
Worse
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Oral and Printed Information (Contd)

TABLE 171

Titles and numbers of Polish printed information

imported by Western

countries

[DPlease complete/

COUNTRY TITLE NUMBER OF COPIES
Denmark Unknowm Very limited, if any
Norway Unspecified 79 subscriptions (1975)

newspapers and :
magazines
UK Poland Some thousands, mostly

(official magazine)

FRG Poland
Us Poland
Przekro]

free

About 20,000
(mostly free)

10,000
5,000

NATO _CONFZID

ENTIAL

=211 =



- PUBLICLY DISCLOSED - PDN(2012)0003 - DECLASSIFIE - MISE EN LECTURE PUBLIQUE

DEGLASSIFIED

4

+

NATO CONFIDENTIAL

w210 Chapter VI
POLAND
TeD/ T4 (Revised)
INFORMATION

FILIED AND BROADCAST INFORMATION

General assessment and summary

1. Polish performance in the field of filmed and broadcast
information is somevhat less than restrictive, and ranks with
Hungary and Romanla as the least restrictive of Warsaw Pact
countries,

2e Some musical programmes and a little language
instruction materizl is all the Western recorded information being
broadcast by radio,

3 A considerable number of newer Westernm films is being
imported for commercial use, and showings amount to as much as
one=third of all films available in Polish cinemas. Selection
of films for commercial showing tends to those portraying an
unfavourable view of Western society. Western films on television
tend towards the "vintage® variety.

L, Imports of non~-feature films are considerably less, but
some appear on television and others are available for loan from
Embassy film libraries, There is little information on film
festivals,

5, Apert from a moderate use of Western films, Poland shows
a moderate amount of Western material on television.

6. Poland consistently Jjams & out of the 7 Radio Free
Lurcpe channels.

7 Poland adheres to the Soviet line on "statistical
reciprocity® with the West on film imports, It also claims that
radio broadcasts must serve "the interests of mutual understanding
among peoplest,

Se There has been no improvement in Polish performance
since Helsinki. A decline in the number of Western film purchases
has occurred due to recent shortages of hard currencies, but
without effect as yel on the exposure belng given Western films
in cinemas and on television,

NATO _CONFIDENTTIAL
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Performance by Poland as regards Filmed and Broadcast

InTormaction

L J
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Compliance with specific Final Act criteria

Hese will encourage the wider showing and
broadcasting of a greater variety of recorded
anc filmed inrvormation from tThe other

PArticipating StAtes eeel

Weee will Ffacilitate the import ... of recorded
audio-visual materlal Trom tThe other particilvating
stateg. "

[ 2 R ety

See Tables I and II.

fair number of Western recorded music programmes (both
classical and pop) are broadcast on Polish radio. A
little language instruction material is also broadcast,
Almost no other Western recorded material is used,

Poland has been importing counsiderable numbers of new
Wegtern feature films from a wide range of countries
for commercial showings, and to a much lesser extent,
for television. These imports appear to have declined
since Helsinki because of currency shortages or for
poiitical reasons, though there has been no effect on
the numbers of showings., Hard currency, though short,
is however always available to purchase Western films
with negative impact, Western films make up about
one-third of those being shovn in cinemas, On
television, films tend towards the "vintage" category.

There is little information on showings of non-feature
films, but it appears that their nlacement is much more
limited, Some appear on television and one country has
reported supplying documentary clips for newsreels in
cinemas, Some private showings appear to be organized
by Ewmbassies and as & result of loans from film
libraries to private and official borrowers,

It is common for the Poles to purchase the screening
rights of Western films after showing them at
bilateral or multilateral festivals in Poland,

"Be Access to film festivals and other details on
availability to general public?/
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Filmed and Broadcast Information (Contd)

Other There is little information on the use of Western audio-
e le—~ visual materials by Poland. Apart from Polish reports
vision that it imported 12 television series from the US in

Material 1974, most other indications are that Polish use of
Western material is modest,

Poland uses the facilities of Eurovision to broadcast
certain Western TV items on sport, music, culture, etc.
/M. news?y :

Poland maintains the Soviet line on the need for
igtatistical reciprocity” between Eastern and Western
countries in imports of films, etc.

(i1) %,.. illustrating the various aspects of life in
thelr countries ,.."

Films selected by Poland tend towards those which show
an unfavourable view of Western society. The UK, for example, has

~noticed a rigorous selection process in respect of British films.

(i1i) +9¢,,. note the expansion in the dissemination of
information broadcast by racdlo, and express the
hope Tor tne continuation of Thls DPIrocess ..."

Poland jams Radio Free Europe with inconsistent results.
The US has noted that at least one Radio Free Europet!s 7
frequencies is always left unjammed and occasional checks raise
the question whether or not Poland is making any serious effort
to Jjam the station. No other Western stations are affected.

Poland adheres to the Soviet line that Western radio
stations must "meet the interests of mutual understanding among
peonles¥, and must not interfere in the internal affairs of other
states,

Poland meintains its own external service amounting to
48 hours per day in 13 languages in 1972, Programmes are
especially designed for emigrants. The flavour of the broadcasts
is fairly non-political. ’
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B, Aspects of performance not mentioned specifically in the
Final fct
A TN LM

(i) Censorship of filmed and broadcast information

Extensive censorship is exercised in broadcast
information., Censorship with films is less severs, and consists
nainly in deciding which films may or may not be showm.
Occasional tampering with the f£ilms themselves has been noticed
where passages are consildered pornographic or politically
unacceptable,

(11) Activities o Western Embassies

Netherlands, the U3, the UK and the FRG maintain Embassy
£ilm libraries and have been able to loan films to individuals and
organizations. In addition, US Embassy has been able to place
soite non-political material on television and show some political
video-tape maeterial to limited audiences (&.g, Polish Institute
of International Affairs), France; the UK, Italy and Austria
paintain veading rooms or libraries in Varsaw, vhere films are
also chown, There is no interference with the films shown by
Western Embassies for Polish audiences (though Embassies must
evercise a certain emount of self-censorship, especially when
showing films off Embassy premises).

(iii) Access to Fmbassy film libraries

No difficulty in access by Polish »ublic and ability
to borrow f£ilms.

II. Developments in Poland since Final Act

There has been no significant improvement in Polish
performance since Helsinki,

Tn 1975 Polish figures reveal that Poland bought fewer
f£ilms from the US than in 1974 (1975 - 49; 1974 - 99) and only
Tive television series in 1975 as versus 12 in 1974 but this
Tigure increased to 9 in 1976, The decline in purchases in
1675-1976 seems to be a result of a drop in forelgn currency
available 7or such purchases. So far this has not affected the
anount of exposure being given to American films on television
and in cinenas.

I7I, Western performance

Some Polish films ave imported by the West, both for
commercial chowing and for TV. A 1iittle radio materiel is also
uzsd, again in response to the publicts demand. No evidence of
ny significan® improvement since Helsinki, DSee Table IV,
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IABLE T |
WESTERN PILMS SHOWN IN POLAND FROM 1974 TO MID=-1077 (UNLESS OTHERVWISE MARKED
ANB. PTease update as nece ssary to mid 1977, entering figures on Cﬁlencav vear basis, if possible/
Total Nonwieeture _llms
G Entertainment/Feature Films (e.g. documerntaries, cultural '
Ho. 1 hi TQr ) Film Inbass
Country of - anguage, chilioren) purhases “1ansy Comments
films i . j:)l—aviva%e/ . ey Pl"lva GT LLLd S cli .
Commercial . Filn . Commercial c Film
shownt Television Special . Television . Special
o Cin B ¢ - Cin ‘ TFesti s
emas Festivals Groups Cinemas Festivals Groups
Vests ; *Cource: Gernan
General’ 2739%(1975) g paper, L4.6.76,
Germany 9#(1975); Very few f Very few f
Greece 0
Ttal~ - 70 2D 22 L 1220 =5 LT
Laty b . monthly vearly yvearly yvearly yearly yearly - L ”““rVE
! ! 202
) j
Jetherlands | . document- loaned ' showings
{(1975) Various | g aries films - (43,525
- - v persons)
_? 11 (1975} and
: ‘ not 5 14 (1976) i
UX 66:+{2075) 50~50 15%% et docunentary 13%%
p rxl’lOTv\.m b I o 1
: CLlps LOo¥
. \% newsreels
. 20m05 at %gasu n
Q76 1l to 2 showings - .
- l ") | 1M -
z €l (monthly E annually dog;ﬂzgt 1 ; v Source s
el vintage j organized - : 90 (1074 )i
Us ! KT - o, annually Jg st yes Polish
Drivex) movies E% (science, 49 3975 Statistical
| Embﬂisr music) | Yearbook
assy from ! ;
Imbassy I
I
COMMENTS ¢ ’.
|
- B “ N )
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POLAND
T80/ 1k (Revised) |
Filmed and Broadcast Information (Contd)
| TABLE, [TT
WESTERN TELEVISION AND RADIO MATERIAL BROADCAST IN POLAND FROM 1974 TO MID-1977 (UNLESS OTHERWISE MARKED)
[MB. Please update this table as necessary to mid-1977,| entering figures on calendar year basis if possible/
TELEVISION ' RADIO
COUNTRY —— o ™IS VS TR PROGRAMMES COMMENTS
Germany no programmes no serials ' '
/B, TFacilities
of
Italy 1 Between 2 to 4 per year Eurovisionz7
(6 to 10 showings) .
Netherlands 1 (cartoon series)
Norway (1975) 2 |
A Tew — Some — 7 Py b p
UK English teaching modest number A few Almost none éuggérpgggrzgmgs
pProgrammes N ,
1 Occasionally
( ngi b Poland buys
' ! e‘génagzg? Oy satellite time for . . #Source :
o " transmission of A falr number oi Gt s stical
us 22 glcz?sedu important news music programmes Egiiggoﬁtatls iea
~97 " items, (e.g.
1 purchased® | Presidential
(1975) ‘ inauguration)
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Pilmed and Broadcast Information (Contd)

TABLE IIX

Degree of improvement in Polish performance since Helsinki
Final Act:

Much

Moderate

Little ' v _

None Germany, Italy, Netherlands, US, UX, Denmark, Belgium

Worse
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Filmed ahd Broddcast Information (Contd)
TABLE IV
POLISH FILMED AND BRCADCAST INFORMATION IN WESTERN COUNTRIES
/TB. Please update this table to mid-1977, entering figures on calendar year basis if possible/
0 Y FILMS TELEVISION
UNTR - Radio matgrial COMMENTS
o - Ty TV programme/ : News
Feature Non~feature series vFllms material
, no information yet
Denmark available
- no information
| Germany available
6 (1974 .
Greece 3 §18§5§ none commercially shown
0 (1976 ‘ only
| , .
. ‘ no information
Italy A few ' available
Netherlands ! no information
: - ' available
possibly some l
Norway shown privately_ 18 (1975) 1 (2975) |
UK 3% (1976) o1% (1976) somei
Us Polish radio material
a) 1974 5% included on Polonia #Source: Polish
b 1975 13% 0 0 0 0 radio stations Statistical Yearbook
c 1976 5 in the U3 {
COMMENTS 3 }
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POLAND
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INFORMATION

WORKING CONDITIONS FOR JOURNALISTS

General assessment and summary

1. Although further information is required for a full and
accurate picture, overall Polish performance appears to be only
mildly restrictive.

2. Entry is normally possible with little if any difficulty
for single assignments and for permanently accredited Journalists.
The latter all have multiple exlt and entry visas, except for
non-resident accredited journalists. However, one Western
Jjournalist has been refused a single entry since Helsinki,

3 There are no restrictions on internal travel, Access to
official sources is generally good (if a bit slow), It is often
better for non-resident Journalists than for those resident in
Poland. Access to non~official sources is apparently unrestricted.
Technical equipment can be imported and reports, tapes and
undeveloped film normally sent out of the country without
difficulty.

4, The main restrictive practice is an unwillingness to
pernit resident Jjournalists from certain Allied countries to have
their own cameramen and technicians,

5« There have been no improvements in Polish performance
since Helsinki,
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Working Conditions for Journalists (Contd)

I. Performance by Poland as reparos Jorklnh‘Conditions
For Journalists :

A. Comgliance with specific Final Act criteria

(i) ‘“exemine in a favourable spirit and within a
sultable and reasonable Timescale requests Irom
Journalists Tor visas:®

See Table I,

With the majority of Allied countries, there are few
problems with Polish treatment of visa applications from Western
Journalists for single-~assignment visas. The UK reports however
that in late 1276 and in 1977 their Journalists were closely
interrogated by the Polish Embassy and, in one case, refused a
Polish entry visa. Generally, however. applications are
favourably and speedily considered (in about 10 days), _
Applications for permensznt accreditation take Longer and are
comparable to applications to take up p081t1ons in diplomatic
missions in Poland. These take about 6 weeks to process.

(See (11) below for acquisition of visas.) ‘

(ii) ‘“grant to vermanently zccredited journalists of the
oart1olpawingASfAtes, on the basis of arrangements_L
multinle entry and exit visas® Tor specitied periods;®

All resident permanently accredited Western journalists
have multiple entry and exit visas. Non-resident accredited
Journalists have single entry visas, except in one or two cases
oovored by vilateral agreements. Reciprocity applies, -

(iii) vfacilitate the issue to accredited Jjournalists of
the particivating vtates offpermite for stay in
their country ‘0f temporary residence and, ir and
vihen tnese are nNecessary, of other offlcjal Dapers
Which LT 18 appropriste for them o haveg"

No problem,
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(iv) “ease, on a basis of reciprocity, procedures for

arranging travel by Jjournalists ... Jn_the country
where thev are exercising their professicn, and to

provide progressivel reater opportunities for
R such travel, sublec 0 the observance of regulations

relating To the existence or areas closed for security
reasons;”

There are no closed areas for Journalists in Poland
(apart from a few military training areas)., There are no
particular procedures for internal travel.

There are no restrictions on internal travel by Western
Jjournalists,

Polish Authorities sponsor official travel and tours
WB. PFrequency?/ as part of_Yproviding greater opportunities®
1B, Better since Helsinki?/ All journalists are usually
nformed of all opportunities to participate (sample taken by US
Joint Leg/Exec, CSCE Commission, 25th May, 1977).

(v) ‘Yensure that requests by such journalists for such
Travel receive, in so far as possible, an expecitious

response eea"

Not applicable., See above.

(vi) ‘“increase the opportunity for journalists of the
par%icinafingrggaEes £o communicafe personally
with thelr sources, including organlzations and
orticial institutions;”

" It appeers that Poland generally co-operates in granting
access to.official sources, though some slowmess in arranging
appointments has been evident to certain US journalists, There
are cases where access could be improved, especially for resident
Jjournalists. Ministries are sometimes evasive and important
interviews sometimes take so long to arrange that they cease to be
newsworthy, although conditions for non-resident journalists are
better in this respect. (However, in sampling of 7 resident
2ournalists by US Joint CSCE Commission reported 25th May, 1977,

journalists thought post-Helsinki atmosphere had eased their
access to official news sources.)

NATO CONFIDENTTIATL
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¥o

US Journalists also report no restraint on contacts with
non-official sources, Poles generally put few obstacles in the
way of journalistic nrojects %such as economic and political
surveysg though they do try to steer Journalists off sensitive
ar=2as.,.

Germany reports that TV film projects are refused from
time to tinme, .

(vii) rdgrant tc Journalists of the partlclnatlng_;tates’the
rlght;to_lmpqpt Supject only ©o 1ts being taken out
‘again, the Technical eguipment ... necessary for the
exercise o thelr profession;”

. There are no restrictions on imports of technical
equipnent,

(viii) ‘9enable journalists of the cther participating States
' as» LO Transmit completely, norma Ty anc. raniéiy bv
means recognlzea by the participati ng"gfaues to %he
int TOTHALLON organs wanich they represenc, the results
07 Ttheir proiessional ac+1vity, “Tncluding tape

recorcwnqs and undeveloped fiim ,.."

There are no regular politically motivated restrictions
on the transmission or despatch of reports, tape recordings and
undeveloped film. There are occasional technical problems with
communications racilities. The only negative development is a
report that telex services were briefly cut off during the food
price crigis in June 1976,

(ix) VYreaffirm that the legitimate pursuit of their
professional activity will neither render journalists
liable to expulsion nor otherwise penalise them ..."

Journalists are ve rarely expelled., No cases
J

“involving Allied Journalists since Helsinki, ANB. Any Y“penalties®
‘otherwvise?/ , 4

Some non~resident journalists have reported occasionally
being followed and harassed when visiting Poland (sample taken
by US Joint Leg./ixec., CSCE Commigsion, reported 25th May, 1977).

(x) ",.. If an accredited journalist is expelled, he
will be In»ormed ot TThe reasons ror thls act and
mey submit an application for re-examinacion o
hils case.n

Not applicable.
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(xi) Footnotc: accreditation and use of Western
cameramen/technicians

There appear to be few problems with importing technical
assistance for single-assignment use. The only information
available on Polandts attitudes towards resident technical
assistants is the evidence that Germany has been discussing for
some time the possibility of having a resident cameraman for
German television correspondents. This suggests some moderate
difficulty.,

B. Aspects of performance not mentioned specifically in
the Final Act

(1) Co-operation of local press and technical services

Interpress is the organization which deals on a daily
basis with foreign Journalists, both permanently accredited and
s:ngleua331gnment. It charges for its services: General services
(e.g. helping to arrange interviews, etc, )} cost $5 a day in
Warsaw and £7.80 a day in the prOV1nces.

Polish officials generally are anxious to help, and
co-operation is basically satisfactory, apart from some slowness

-in making appointments with officials.

Full range of technical services are offered by
Intevnress. [NB. Cost2/

German television correspondents must use Polish camera
crevs,

‘(ii) Public attitude of régime to foreign ;journalists

The Polish media adopt a fairly neutral tone towards
Western journalists, They are often quoted out of context in
support of Party or'Government policy. But they are almost never
the subject of propaganda or smear campaigns. There is no attempt
in the media to persuade the general public or the state
institutions to avoid contact with them,

(11i) Journalists?! access to international news

Most agencies have their own wire services, Other
Journalists can use the services of their agency colleagues or
those of Interpress

NATO CONFIDENTTIAL
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(iv) Refusing journalists re-entry on the basis of
Previous reporting

This is very occasionally practised (ec.g. one recent
case involving a British journalist).

IT. Developments in Poland since Final Act

There has been no significant improvement in Polish
performance since Helsinki. '

There are no negative or positive developments to
report, apart possibly from a slight easing of access to official
sources though it is still a protlem area,

I1I. Western performance

See Table III.
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TABLE IT
" Degree of imwrovement in Polish performance since Helsinki
Finel Act:
Much
Moderate
Little
None Germany, Itely, Netherlands, UK, US, Denmark, Belgium
Worse
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General assessment and summary

[FB. Please provide, if possible, a short assessment
on basis of comnon experience of participating
HATO embassies

I, Perfoirmance by Poland as regards co-operation in the field
0¥ inrormatlon

Comnliance with specific Final Act criteria

(1) "... will favour increased co-operation among mass
negia ocggnizﬂt Lons, 1nclu&ingﬂpreus egencies, as
VOII &8 among publishing houses and organizacions:!

There is some co-operation, e.z. between Themes TV in
Britain and PRiTV in Poland,

(ii) %... will Ffavour co-operation amone public or private,
national or international radioﬂand’télevision
organlizations, in particular rough t
both live and recorded radio and televi
and. throug! e uCT1lon, , oadcasting
anc flSurlbUthﬂ 0f such programmes; .

In the Fall of 1975 Polish Television broadcast a
Canada Day"', presenting a reasonably balanced overview of Canada.
In 1976, Polish Television broadcast a “Greek Day¥.

(iii) ®,,. will encourage neetings and contacts both between
Journallst organizations and between Jjournalists oee’

In 1975 a group of Journalists visited Norway.

Yeeo Will wview Favourably the possibilities of

arrsngements between beriodicalapu51ications as

welT as‘bet”een newspaners ... ror the purpose of
Xchanging ang Dublisning articles;"”

Canada reports that co-operation continues between the
Canadian Institute of International Affairs and the Polish
Institute of Tnternational Affairs on a joint publication of a
volume of scholarly articles on the two countries, to be released
in both countries,

MATO . CONFIDENTTIAL
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(v) "... will encourage the exchange of technical
informaflon_as weii as the organlzafion_oz Eoint
research and MecTings ... between experts in the
field of the press, radio and television,"

Meetings of Western and Eastern Journalists are
occasionally held in Poland (e.g. in Jablonna).

IT. Developments with respect to Polish performance since
Helslinkl

No improvement.
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CO-OPERATION AND EXCHANGES IN THE FIELDS OF CULTURE AND
EDUCATIOL

4
SOME ASPECTS

’
[

_I.' DISSEMINATION AND TRANSLATION OF BOOKS

‘A, Western books in Poland

(1) General assescment

[ﬁB. Please make short general assessment of Polish
performance as regards numbers of books imported;7

See Table I,

Imports of books are made difficult by the - foreign
exchanve problem, Although government institutions can usually
get ex uhange allocations o meet their needs, bookshops and
libraries have problems. Provision of Western material and books
to libraries and other institutions is possible by Western
Embassies without any difficulties. EUCORG notes some attempts
have been made in the past by Western suppliers to overcome
Western currency problems, such as printing Western books in
Poland, but with little lasting success. In spite of the
difficulties, EUCORG reports that some publishers have found
Poland to be a good market for British books. .

(i1) Translation and publication of Western books

Like other Warsaw Pact countries, Poland claims to have
a highly commendable record. in importation and translation of
Western books in comparison with publication of Polish books in the
West.

A wide range of Western books is being imported and
translated by Poland. For example, Poland will be importing
LO US titles in 1977 with a total print run of 1,500,000 copies.
These will be mostly works of fiction.

(iii) Categories of Western books

Mostly fiction, but some scientific, technological,
cultural and academic writers are also translated,

(iv) Selection criteria and censorship

Strict censorship of pornography or politically
sensitive items,

NATO CONPFPIDENTTITATL
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(v) Availability to public

Sales points for foreign books (mainly from Eastern
Europe) in original language exist only in maJjor towns and cities,
The same books are alsco in princilple available for reading in
public libraries, In nearly all cases they cannot be taken out
of the library. Stocks are low and except for large central
libraries this presents access problem in practice. There are no
Western books available in the Internationzl Book Clubs.

(vi} Book Exhibitions

Frequent. There are 4-5 specialist German book
exhibitions vesrly. Many other Allied countries also hold book
fairs and exhibitions in Warsaw and in the provinces, The Warsaw

- Book Falr is well attended by Western publishers. "Offensive®
Western material is removed from the bookstands before the Pair

opens and returned to the publishers when the Fair closes.

(vii) Activities of Western Embassies
. The United States, France, United Kingdom, Italy,
Belgium and Austria maintain reading rooms or 1*oraries,
/NB, Books for loan? Access by citizens?/

(viii) Contacts between publishers

Direct contacts. [MB. Quality of contacts? Polish
attitude?/

(ix) Contacts between libraries, exchanges, etc,

Some exchanges between libraries under terms of
bilateral cultural conventions,

B, Developments since Helsinki

None.

Ce Polish books in Yestern countries

See Table II, /NB, Some more information would be
helpful, but will need to be provided by capit 81507
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Rather fewer Polish books are imported by the West than
Western bocks by Poland, because of the comparative obscurity of
Polish language and 11tefature, There is no hindrance on
increasing the supply of Polish bocks to the West if the demand
warrants it. Illustrative statistic: Dbetween 1954 and 1974,
101 Polish titles appeared in the US, while 911 American tit¢es
appeared in Poland (source: - Polish Press Lgency). ~

Poland follows the Soviet line in claiming that Western
countries are not importing, translating and publishing Polish
works on the scale that Western books are imported and translated
in Poland. (®*Statistical reciprocity®) Better performance is
demanded.,

IT, FII.;IIIU

A, Film Exchanges and Festivals

Film festivals are regularly organized and are extremely
popular in Poland,

B. Co=production of films and other contacts

Several instances: viz, Wajdats TV film "The Shadow
Line", a co-production of British Thames TV and PRiTV, Film
Polski is also producing a film in the US about Polonia Americans
using American acting talent.

ITI, LANCUAGE INSTRUCTION

J Western lansuage instruction in Poland

Foreign languages are taught in Polish schools, Russian
is obligatory with English as the most booular Western language.
German and French are the next most nooular Yestern 1anguages
teken voluntarily, (Germany reports that Polish estimates show
200,000 second school students studying German. )

Language instructors from United States, United Kingdom,
France, Denmark and Italy teach at Polish schools and universities,
Few Poles go abroad purely to study languages. Germany reports an
increase in official Polish interest in language courses in the
Federal Republic to match already high interest among individuals
in attending summer-~school courses,
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B, Language instruction in Western countries

Polish language instruction is rarely encountered in
the West, though there has been an upsurge of interest in Slavic
languages in the US of late, Little improvement since Helsinki,

Poland adheres to the Soviet line that Western countries
must do more in the wa{ of teaching Eastern languages, including

Polish, up to the level of instruction achieved in Bastern
countries ("statistical reciprocity').
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[NB.

NUMBER OF POLISH BOOKS AVATIL

TABLE

(Contad)

LI

ABLE IN WESTERN COUNTRIES

Note:

411 figures
Please update to mid-1977, entering estimates on calen@ar basis, if possible,

are estimates

~236~

This is more a task for capitals,/

Total Ilmports

Total 1074~1977 inol. Translations Categories Books (%) Availability
Country Titles Spec/ Soc. Libraries Comments
Available Titles Copies No. Copies FictionfEduc. Tgch “cienées Otherj)Stores x-~rest,
. | N . o-open
Denmark No information
! available
]
. Germany | No information
: available
Italy ! No information
i available
Norway | Not known
UK US Library of
Congress figures
Us for English

translations of

Polish books

received (primarily
| done UK and US)

1973: 47
1974: 36
1975: 31
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-General assessment and sunmary

1e Romenian performance in the field of printed
information is very restrictive,

2s Romania imports a wide cross—section of Western
titles, In the case of non-Communist newspapers and news
magazines tie numbers of copies imported are the highest in
the Warsaw Pact,

3 Accessability by the general public however is
extremely limited, The majority of Western publications imported
arc for official and institutionel use. 4 wide variety of
publications, including ncn-Communist newspapers and particularly
German language material, is also imported for sale to tourists,
The supply is far less than the demand warrents, Some copies of
general magazines, including cccasionally Ypolitical®™ ones like
Time are sporadically on public sale, A few Communist
pubilications get onto open market. Non-political specialized
publications are available in Romanian public libraries.
Subscriptions are tolerated, but purchase is limited by access
to hard currency.

L, There has been no improvement in Romanian performance
since the Final Act, If anything, the situation may be slightly
worse, :

5 Romania has done nothing to facilitate an increase in
the genersl dissemination of Western printed information,
although some greater distribution and variety of materials
were detected in late 1975 in tourist hotels. Budget cuts
caused by shorieges in hard curyency have, since 1974, resulted
in fewer publications being available for Romanian readers,
albeit cleared officials. Romania has done nothing to
contrivute to improved access by the general public.
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I, Romanian performance in the field of oral and published
. information

A, Aspects of performence mentioned specifically in the
‘ Ejna Act
(1) "Tg facilitate the dissemination of oral information..."
(Tectures, lecture tours, round table meetings,
seminars, symposia, summer schools, congresses, etc,) -

o Romania organizes innumerable lectures, seminars,
congresses, Indeed it tends to boast of its achievements in this
field, The US Embassy hes had no difficulty organizing lecturc
tours by American experts on a wide range of subjects, including
political ones, and involving such Party affiliated organizations
as the Stefan Cheorghiu Academy. The lectures, although well

‘attended, are however not usually open to the general public,

but to members of relevant institutes and organizations. Other
US related events have been a symposium on the US bicentennial
at the Romanian Academy, a Joint meeting between the US Council
for Foreign Relations and the Romanian counterpart, and the
Johm Hopkins University International Fellows Conference in
1977.

UK experience is more mixed., German experience has
been sometimes negative, with Romanians raising "organizational
difficulties® to German proposals, probably partly_in view of
existence of_German ethnic minority in Romania., /NB. Others
experiences?/ -

(i1) "gd.faqé;;tate‘the‘;gggovement of the dissemination .
_ n their territorv oi ... /printed information/ ...
ther porticipating states.”

See Tabvle I.

There is very limited dissemination of Western printed
information in Romania beyond requirements for tourists. A wide
cross—~section of Western non-Communist newspapers and news
magazines are imported for this purpose, and the numbers of
copies of these materials are the highest for any Warsaw Pact
country,

- Western Communist publications are also imported but
in smaller numbers, It is unknown how many titles and copies of
non-political/general (fashion, sports) and specialized

periodicals are imported, but evidence from the US (2,000 titles
in a total of 600 copiess suggests large numbers in a few copies
made up largely of scientific, technical and trade publications,
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A press law dating from March 1974 restricts the import N
of foreign journals unless approved by the State Authorities, A
further decree of 30th May, 1975, states that export and import
of printed matter is to be handled only by "socialist ’
organizations®, Article 325 of the Romanian penal code makes
individuals liable to terms of 3 to 7 years imprisonment for
distributing foreign Journals ond printed materials prohibited

. by the appropriate autherities (i.e. representatives of the

Central Committee of the RCP and the Council of Ministers).

’ The availability of hard currency affects imports, Budget
restrictions since 1973/74 have led to significantly declining
imports of materials for official use (the ¥"need to know" criterion
has been emploved with greater strictness to eliminate less
privileged individuals),

Germnany reports a continued decline in the number of

inports of German language publications.

Evidence on accessability (see (v) below) shows

- extremely limited territorial dissemination of Western printed

information: <o Bucharest and resort areas for non-Communist
nevspapers (official use, tourist sales) and (2) probably to
Bucharest for all other kinds of printed dnformation (official
use, general sales--Communist, general magazines), apart fron
(3) some non-political and cultural material held at provincial
branshes of the central library (general public).

(iii) ¥... will encourage ... firms and organizations to
conclude agreementcs %gd contracts designed gradually
to increase the guantities and the number of titles

_ese imported from the other participating states.!
(mentioning: speediest conditions of delivery, use
of normal channels for dsitribution, payment)

The foreign trade company ILEXIM is the central agency
for the import and export of all periodicals, foreign and v
Romanian (it has taken over the former agency, Rompress Filatelia).
In several Western countries, it works through recognized central
distribution agencies, but it also handles individual -
subscriptions from abroad for Romanian publications.

General working arrengements of this agency are unknown,
but as one example, a yearly contract with UK distributor guarantees
the purchase of a minimum value of British publications in return
for which the UK distributor must buy 5%=~10% of the value of this
purchase in Romanian publications (virtually unsaleable in the UK).

HATO CONFEIDENTTIAL
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Delivery is rapid at least to Romanian port of entry. The speed
of internal distribution is not known nor if normal channels

are used for foreign publications., However, German Embassy
sends variety of CGerman publications to some 200 subscribers

and reports no problems with the delivery of the material,

rl

There is no sign that the conclusion of contracts
with Western distributors has been particularly encouraged by - -~
Romania since Helsinki, ILEXIM officials claim that the :
importation of greater volumes of Western periodicals is
hindered by their scarce supply of foreign currency. There 1is
some evidence, in fact, that official budgets for purchase of
imported information meterial are being cut back because of this,

B, UHow do details of existing contracts comply with
Final Act2

(iv) %,.., will take appropriate measures to achieve the
above opjective ond Lo implement the provisions
contained in the agrcements and contracts.™

As far as can be seen, the Romanian government has |
not changed any laws or regulations to improve or hinder flow of
information through contracts and agreements, or taken other
measures, There is evidence of some increased problems with
shortages of foreign currency {see (iii) above).

Romania apparently drives a hard bargain in setting
up its contracts, but once done they are honoured and interpreted
in a positive spirit. . L :

Prices of exported material to West tend to be many
times higher than in Romenis. For example, 1976 Statistical
Ainnual costs equivalent of @1.25 in Romania, but $10 is charged
Western clients, -

¢ DECEASSIFIED - PUBLICLY DISCLOSED - PDN(2012)0003 - DECLASSIFIE - MISE EN LECJTURE PUBLIQUE

(v) “To contribute to the improvement of access by the
public to periodical and non-periodical printed
ublications imported on the basis indicated above.™
1.6, (1i1) and (1iv)

Despite large numbers of titles and copies imported,
there is 1little or no access by the general public to much of this
printed information., Only privileged institutions and individuals
cen see a full range of materials.

Non~Communist newspapers are sold only at tourist
hotels, along with some news magazines., These are not generally
accessible to the Romanian public. 4 limited number of Western

NATO CONFIDENTIAL
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magazines, including some %political® (e.g. Time) are sold at
public kiosks at unpredictable times and places. Some Western
Communist publications are also on limited sale,

- Subscriptions to ‘Testern material are possible virtually
only to those who can obtain foreign currency or have friends
abroad who can buy subscriptions with foreign currency. '

Libraries hold non-political and culturel periodicals
from the ¥%est which are accesible to general public, Other
material is inaccessible.

(a) “... will encourage ax increase in the number of
' places where ?ﬁese_pug&;catlons are on sale; o

Non~Communist Western newspapers are on sale in limited
numbers only at newstands in the more important tourist hotels
which are not generally aspessible to Romanian public., These
papers can often only be bought with hard currency. Romanians
cannot stay at Bucharestt!s principal hotel #The Intercontinental®,
and purchasers at the hotelt!s poorly stocked newstand are often
asked to produce their room keys as proof of their eligibility
to buy. There have been reports of regulations at one hotel
forbidding staff to sell to Romanians under threat of fine, but
US doubts such regulations exist,

&L very limited nuwmber of Western magazines, including
some “political® (e.,g. Tinme, Pgrés Match) are sold at public
kiosks at unpredictable times end places. Some Western Communist
publications are also on public sale, It is not clear whot, if
any, specialized periodicals can be purchased,

There is no evidence of any significant expansion in
the number of places where Western publications are on sale.

(b) .., will facilitate the availability of these
periodical publications during congresses, conferences,
offjcial visits and otner international events and to
igg;&sts,duging_ige_sqgggg;“

[NB. Conflicting information., Please clarify./

UK sees no provision during intermational events., US
however, reports limited supplies of Western publications are
usually madeé available to delegates attending Congresses or
Conferences, but only inside the hall or area used for the
conference,

See (a) above for availability to tourists., There is
soile limited increase in supplics during tourist season. Germany
sees some improvement in this regerd, but stocks are still well
short of demend, :

HATO CORNPFIDENTIAL
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(¢) ¥,e, will develop the possibilities for taking out
subscripm;ons aucorClag,to the modalities pagtlcular

L0.8ACH country;

Romanian officials claim subscriptions are theoretically
possible to any Western publication, but in practice individual
suoscrlptloao are possible only on limited scele, Availability
of foreign currency is usually key element. Since possession
of foreign exchange by private individuals is punishable
offence, subscriptions are virtually possible only if foreign
relative or friend can make the purchase, The German Embassy
funds 150-200 individual subscriptions to daily and weekly
newspapers,

There is often irregular delivery of subscribed
materials, but more likely the result of theft than confiscation,
This seems to be increasing. The West German newspapers referred
to above reach subscribers through the open mail, A few copies
of Economist reach individuals by open post.

There are no problems for official institutions in
taking out subscriptions, though there are reports that shortages
of foreizgn currency have cut back the amount of subscriptions
DurohasabTe by less important organs,

(d) "e.. will improve the opportunities for reading and

oo_ioving these gu'igggtlons in large public libraries
ang, their 1eir readlng roois as Well as in university

Tibraries.

Western non-political acadenmic and cultural
periodicals are available to Romanian public in Central State
Library and all its provincial biranches and in Central University
Library in Bucharest, They are also found in the Library of the
Romanian Academy, which is however restricted to members,
Libraries of various academic institutes contain wide variety
of more specialized Western moaterial. These gre available for
use only ©to staff and authorizéd scholars. LNB This includes
political material, newspapers, etc? Do regular libraries have
holdings of_this natur but limit access to those with special
permission?
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(vi) ".e. to_improve the possibilities for acquaintance
wit%,buTTetins of oiricial intormation issued by
s

iplomatic missions anc distributed by those missions

on_the basis of srrepgements acceptable to the
Interested parties.™

.. .. The US and FRG Fmbassies both distribute Romanian.
language magazines in Romania -~ 12,000 copies every 2 months by
former and 8/10,000 copies 8 or 9 times a year by latter. British
Embassy intends to start similar more modest scheme shortly.

There has been no improvement in situation, and perhaps
some deterioration. In January 1977, MFA sent circular diplomatic
note to missions reminding them that according to regulations
in effect since 1967, (a) all material mailed to Romanians
should be subnitted in advance to Press and Cultural Directorate
of MFA, and (b) list of all those who receive such material should
also be submitted., The US and TFRC Bmbassies comply with this
with (2) in case of magazines only, and FRG Embassy has had one
issue stopped in this way. GCencrally specoking, Vestern Embassies
do not comply with (a) with respect to other types of printed
information and Romanians hove not sought to enforce it by other

means, lo Western Embassy has complied with (b).

Be Asnects of performance not mentioned specifically

-

_ in Final Act
(i) Publication of Westernm material in Romanian press

4 significant amount of information from the Western
press and from material supplied by Vestern Embassies finds 1its
way into the Romanian press, radio and television, The British
Embassy estimates that between 15% and 203 of all material
distributed by its information section is used, although the
bulk of it is made up of commercial and technical information
and published, often without attribution, in specialist
publications with limited distribution, However, much of the
material lifted from the Western press is used for hostile
propoganda purposes, the attributions being used to give the
items greater credibility in the eyes of the Romanian readers.
Scientific or technical material is usually printed straight,
but poliiical and economic material is usually shaped to present
a desired effect, although the facts themselves are not altered.

NATO CONFIDENTIAL
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Mumber of and accessibility to Embassy and other
“pST%rn r@adl 2 TOOmS. apd Jibraries

The US, French and Itelians have off-premises libraries
in Bucharest., The British have a lLbrary on the Embassy complex,
while the ¥West Germans have only a reading room, According to
agreement between the FRG and Romania, mutual handover of land in
Buchﬂreot and runich is underway to permit establishment of
respective libraries,

British, US and FRG libraries/reading room hold a
wide selection of political and non-political material, including
newsnpapers, US #1brarj is open to Romanian public, as are others,
and atténdance is good Access is, in theory, unrestricted.
Eowever, §till are reports of peonle bewng told not to go to
llbrar“es, such recent attempts to let it be known at schools and
universities that use of libraries is disapproved of, or of :
others who are simply reluctent to visit because of Iear of
contact with foreigners or conceri that frequent visits may lead
to personal or proiessional disadvantages, The number of
ViSluOTo_ue ms to depend on proximity of library to Embassy
nroper There have also been recent attempts to restrict access
by ra noom enguiries by police at megssy or library entrances
of visitors; checks at the entrance of US library were stopped
after Ambassod rts protest,

(iii) Censorship of incoming Vestern printed information

There is often irregular delivery of subscribed materials,
but this is more iikely. rcsult of theft than confiscation. There.
have been recent reminders that material distributed by Embassies
must be submitied in advance to MFA: one German nagazine issue was
not issued as a result. /iB. Is there evident censorship of
items put on sale? Are some issues not put on sale because of
of¢pndiﬂg nmaterial? Criteria: political? pornograph1c?7

1I. Developnents in Romanien performance since Helsinki

See Table I1I,

Therce has been no 1morovement in Romanian
performance since the Final Act: if anything, the situation may
be slightly worse,
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Beginning in 1973/74, shortages in foreign currency
have apparently led the Romanian Government to cut back on
purchases of VWestern printed information, This seems to have
had some political overtores in that those with less political
or economical ‘need to know® (scientific amd cultural
institutions for example) were first affected, while more
powerful units, i.e. those under Communist Party Central
Committee supervision, had no budget cuts.

Statistics supplied by Germany indicate a gradual drop
since 1974, and extending after Helsinki, in numbers of titles
anc copies of German publications lmported (titles from 8/9 in
197k, to 4/6 in last semester 1275, to 3/4 in first semester

49763 copies down 25% from last half of 1975 to first half 1976).

Gernmany believes this decline is budgetary and involves material
ordered for Romanian use, Printed information for tourist sales,
however, has not been apparently affected (issues are bought

in many cases in hard currency), and supplies have even increased
in material available to touris%s, though totals are still well
below demand, '

There appears to be increasing irregularity in
deliveries of subscrihed materials to private subscribers,-but
this is more likely the result of theft than confiscation.

There may bte some deterioration in the situation
respecting issué of Embassy magazines and other printed information,
In January 1977, MFA reminded missions in note of 1907 regulations
required missions (a) to submit 21l printed information issued
in advance to MFh, and (b) to provide list of those receiving
such material, The first requirement is already partially met,
but not the second, Romania has taken no other steps to enforce
these regulations,

On positive side, Romania has published for first time
articles written by resident Westerm diplomats, This occurred
during the US Bicentennial when articles by the US Ambassador

- and Commercisal Counsellor were printed in Romanian press.

IIT. Western performance

[There is very little information on Western

- performance with regard to importation and dissemination of

Romanian printed information If Embassies in Bucharest cannot
comply, can capitals assistg7.

[fiB, See Table III, and complete,/
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Research Group on-the "Distribution of Western newspapers in Fastern Europe'.
available and is enclosed by square brackets below. ["m7

Co-operation
is the best

Though dated; this information

NB. Flease update this table to m1d—1977 noulng any chqnges on calander year ba51s if p0331b1e 7
; { IMPORTATION PUBLIC SALE AVATLABILITY
COUNTRY TITLES ! e : . - LW restricted COMMENTS
6 genera17 g
Bulk o - General . .
shipments i Subscriptions public Tourist {Congresses Libraries
BELGIUM Le Soir /757
La Libre Belgigue
Le Peuple h
DENMARK | Berling Tidende f
GERMANY | Frankfurter Allgemeine 5617 | é?
|Die Welt - 107 1,500 total -
| (tourist season)
' Frankfurter Rundschau . No Yes é *
iDie Zeit : No Yes # %
Unsere Zeit l No Yes b ?
Stiddeutsche Zeitung /B007 150 total
(off season)
Der Spiegel /5007 |
] i
GREECE Rizospastis (CP) 7” ! 2 found in Communist
Avghi (CP) - A Farty cultural
; ; ) }ﬂCentres
ITALY Cerriere della Sera é?o%; § y&le)
La Stampa /57 § ; ;
NETHERLANDS! Some unspecified no regular suppiy Yes
newspapers
NORWAY
- - :
UNITED | The Times 57 55 arge 23 No Yes ¥ Not available in 2@9}}0
KINGDOM: | . LE; Zzﬁmier_ : . 1libraries, but in reading
increase/ rooms é
Financial Times 32 107 - 7 ‘
Guardian . 7 11 3 No Yes * UK figures are for |
Daily Express 15 3 No Yes i * May 1977 and come from |
Daily Telegraph 15 7 ; No i Yes Lox ipublishers/distributors
; | i | ' i
|
=240
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? | IMPORTATION ‘ PUBLIC SALE i AVAILABILITY
COUNTRY TITLES ' i ) restricted COMMENTS
- { "4 general/ . .
~ ] . . oo
g shiggéﬁts iSubscriptions gigi?il Tourist | Congresses | Libraries
i . 1
UNITED Daily Mail ! 16 i 1
KINGDOM Daily Mirror - i 3
(Contd) The Economist ! 33
: New Statesman ! 2
The Observer 2 ! 5 i
Morning Star 75 !
- UNITED Herald Tribune 68 plus 50/60 in tourist, Yes
STATES season !
i . .
Newsweek 96 plus 70/80 in tourist: Yes | 36 copies fewer in 1976
season i than 1975 of these four
: ? [ periodicals (US Joint Le§/
; ! i Exec CSCE Comm. May 1977
Time unknown g Ye Yes . ‘
Business Week some z
US News and World Report some : :
Daily World (CP) 120 ; Yes And official use
Approx. 2,000 titles H !
(Romanian source) non- 660 f
political/general and f : f ;
specialist publications i ! : :
,(e.g. National Geographic, Petroleum, Geology and others on science, technclogy, trade)
|
;
Comments: 3
|
L.
}
. ; ;
; | |
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TABLL TT

Improvements in Romanian performance in this field since

Helsinki:

Much
Moderate
Little
No

Worse

US, UK, Denmerk
Germany

IABLE _IIT
Titles and numbers of Romanian printed information
imported by %Western countries
lease completg>

TITLE NUMBER OF COPIES | COMMENTS |

jCOUNTRY
. Denmark |Unknown Very limited, if any
Norway {Unspecified 2 subscriptions (1975)
newspapers and
magazines v
Us Scinteia (Party 100 copies (Rom source)

paper)
Romania Libera 120 copies (Rom source)
Sport ' o unknowvn (most popular) |-

e
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General assessment and summary

1. Romanian performance in the field of filmed and
broadcast information is somewhat less than restrictive and
ranks with Hungary and Poland as the least restrictive of
the Warsaw Pact countries,

2, Some Western recorded information is being broadcast
on radio.

3. Romania imports a considerable number of new
Western films for commercial and television use and maintains
an extensive film archives, A wider variety of feature films
are seen by privileged groups. Non-feature films are screened
in fewer numbers on television, but are also available to the
public for loaning_ from Westerp Embassies, There are no frequent
film festivals, /NB., Access?/

4, Romania is also televising a reasonable amount of
other Western material; its performance is the best among
Warsaw Pact countries.

5. Since April 1977, Romania has heen selecting a far
higher proportion of films and television programmes for their
critical view of Western society and has been using then,
especially on television, as part of a determined anti-Western
media campaign borne of sensitivity to Western interest in
Romanian dissidence,

6. Romania does not Jam any VWestern radio stations.

7. Romania adheres to the Soviet line on Pstatistical
reciprocity® with the West on film imports, and claims that radio
broadcasts must "serve the interests of mutual understanding
among peoples®, In the latter respect, it has recently taken
up a harsh campaign against Radio Free Europe.

8. There has been no improvement in Romanian performance

since Helsinki, There might be some deterioration noted in
view of comments in paragraphs 5 and 7 above,
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I. Performance by Romania as regards filmed and broadcast
information

A, Compliance with specific Final Act criteria

(1) "..., will encourage the wider showing and
broadcasting of a greater variecy of resorded and
fiimed information from the otnecr participating
STOTES +es WML facilitate the I1mport ... of
recorded audio-visual material from the other
participatinz states."

See Tables I and II.

Radio " Romania has radio exchange agreements with France and
Itely, and purchases some programmes from Belgium,
US and UK. Most of the programme material is music.
(According to Scinteis on 16th January, 1977, Romania
collaborates with 110 foreign Radio and Television
stations. )

Films Romsania imports a considerable number of new Western
feature films for commercial and television use and
maintains an extensive £ilm archives of older films
which are re-~released from time to time, According
to article in Scinteia on 16th January, 1977, Romania
imported 200 foreign films in 1976, and exported 160
(19 countries). For a number of years Western films
have made up about one half of those being offered in
Romanian cinemas {(late 1976: of 36 films, 15 were
Western, including six American). A wider selection
of Western feature films are shown privately to the
Writers! Union, Cinematographers?! Union and other
groups and clubs with limited membership; these films
are loaned out by Romania Film which has them from
distributors for purchase consideration.

There is no information on imports of non-feature
films, but some documentaries are shown on Romanian
television, Non-feature films ave also held by
Western Embassies which are able to make loans and
organize private showings,
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Other

ey

|

Television

material

==t

(1i)

Film festivals are orgmenized by the Romanian
Government at which both feature and non-feature
films are shown., Usually festivals are sponsgored
by Romania in conjuncticn with national day
celebrations, such as the 1977 festival of Danish
films during which 4 well, known films were shown
in 3 Romanian cities. [NB, What is access and
other aspects of availability to general public,
e.g. ticket sales?/ The FRG has orgenized its

owvn film festival, /NB, Do other Embassies
organize festivals? ~Are films checked beforehand?/

To accompany its screening of VWestern feature
films and documentaries, Romanlan television also
makes reasonably good use of other Western
material. According to Sginteia on 16th January,
1977, Rowania collaborates with 110 foreign Radio
and Television stations., There is a brisk
exchange with French and Italian networks, while
UK and US material is purchased. Both individual
programmes and television serials are normally of
a nen=-political nature and having entertainment
value,.

The US has noted some increasing interest in
audio-visual materials on newsworthy items,

Romania appears to purchase more programming
material from Eurovision then it does from
Intervision, /NB._Does it use news and political
items? Frequency?/

Romania maintains the Soviet line on the need
for Ystatistical reciprocity®™ between Eastern
and Western countries in imports of films.
(See Romanian figures above,)

"..o iliustrating the various aspects of life in

their countries .e."

- Romenia Film carefully previews all films before
purchase and importation, Until recently there was no evidence
that many films were being deliberately selected for their
critical treatment of Western society., Television material
was of the entertainment variety,
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In connection with the rather strident anti-Western
press and media campaign which began in April 1977, however,
Romenian TV has featured a series of Western films and
documentaries obviously chosen for their critical approach to
various problems in the West., Ixamples have been a 1967 BBC
documentary "Cathy Come Home® on the problem of alienation,
and a recent US filun “The Front® which depicts movie industry
black listing during the McCarthy era. In most instances, these
types of programmes were preceded by a commentary indicating - :
that they were illustrative of contemporary problems in ¥Yestern
society., Additionally, newspaper editorials the following day
have reinforced the point. There are indications that the .
campaign has begun to taper off,

(1ii) "... pote the expansion in the dissemination of
information broadcast by radio, and express the
hope foy the continuation of this process ...

. There is no Jamming of Western radio transmissions
by Romania, :

In fact, in the past Romania has generally ignored
the activities of Radio Free Europe and the Voice of America
even while adhering to the Soviet line that Western radio
stations must "meet the interests of mutual understanding among
peoples®, and must not interfere in the internal affairs of
other states.

" Recently, however, there has been a very aggressive
anti-RFE campaign in ‘the media, featuring sharp attacks in the
Bucharest and provincial press on RFE commentary on Romanian
internal affairs. ©Several articles have recently appeared
which label RFE broadcasting as interference in internal affairs
and which accuse those employed by RFE of beingitraitors®,
Nevertheless, in the aftermath of the March 4th earthqueke, the
Government did not prevent many citizens from telephoning RFE
in response to messages from friends and relatives abroad.

Romania maintains its own programme of external
broadcasts, In 1972 this totalled 29 hours per week in 13
languages, and it has probably expanded considerably since
then although no figures are available, Its programming
emphasized cultural and entertainment rather than political
ideology.
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Romania is also the home of Radio Independent Spain,
but its_broadcasting is apparently being oir has been phased
out., JNB., From_US., UK and FRG doubt this Radio is Romania-
based.  Clarify,/

B.  Aspecits of performance not mentioned specifically
_ i@_tbgp?inainggi

(i) Censorship of filmed and broadcast information

While filwms are being held for purchase consideration
by Romania Films, they are thoroughly checked by a sensor
before purchase is approved. Film content is censored and/or
changed if need be .

(ii) Activities of Vestern Imbassies

. . The US, UK and FRG all maintain film libraries,
mostly containing documentary material (Language, technology,
science)., The US has high lending activity, loaning about 150
films each month to a wide variety of Romanian institutions
throughout the country., The scele of UK and German operations
is much smaller, The HNetherlands film library ceased operations
in early 1975 because of poor results in lending filpms, Italy
and France also have f£ilm libraries in Bucharest. /NB._ What
about loans to individuals? Proportion of total loans?/

US reports that placenent of radio and television
material has been frequent, and has noticed an increasing
interest by media in newsworthy items, The Bicentennial
increased opportunities,

Romanian television generally pre-récords a talk by

- Ambassadors for showing on TV and radio on occasions of national

days., The talk is followed by a short f£ilm about the country
concerned, using material supplied by Embassigs. /NB. Embassy
film shows? Film festivals? Access to them2/

(i11) Access to Fmbassy film libraries

Access is in theory unrestricted to film libraries,
but problems do exist along the lines described for access to
book(li?raries. See section on Oral and Printed Information,
I,B.(ii).
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[ s e

II. Developments in Romania since Finel Act
See Table IIT,

There has been no improvement in Romanian performence
since Helsinki.,

If anything, there might be a deterioration in view
of the increased usege of critical Vestern films and television
programning and the recent strong attacks on RFE, This nay be
temporary situation as reaction to what Romania regards as
Western encouragement to public dissidence. ,

IIT, Vestern performance

NB, There is no specific information on imports of

Romanian films, television and radio material by Western countries.

Please provide as much information as possible for Table IV,
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2 Filmed ond Broadcest Infbrmation (Contd)
o TABLE I
Ee WESTERN . FILNS SHOWN _IN ROMANTA '
O Lron 1974 to mid-1977 (unless otherwise merked)
-l
Z /NB, Please update this table to mid-1977, entering figures on calander-year basis {if possible&7
L
) o e — . .
= ¢ Total - . . "Non-feature films,(C.g dooumentarles : |
= i ) Entertainment/Feature Films ; Privess ? ! | ’
B | Number | _ AN o o . cultural, 1angu«a§¢,childwen) e | Film  |Embassyl e
w Country . _of | %  Private/ | I Private/ pohoses ! loans |COTRED
LL : : ' e ) . Ve . (S
= . Films ;Commer01ay Television Film i Special | Commercial ‘Telev1sson F lin |Special i j
N © Shown | Cinemas “ jFestivals | Groups | Cinemas \ TFest 1valsl Groups 1
< : | P i 1 .
_ i ! * ] r g . 1— i ,
@) Denmark i - b { 12 to 3 | : * f
i j ; | i yearly f !
1 - %_ . ,i. .‘; - e e e f - ow— = x_
§ %erma?j | 2 | none 1 ' 12 | § j L yes
S 1976 i ; | ! ¢
AN - ' § - . - . . e ’ ;. l . -
§ Netherlands 0 1 ! §few* ‘ ﬁ 1974 ; yes *eve of Dgtgh
< , ! . documen- | .18 197 ! Queen's visit
@ taries P 5(1978) { Film library
n ‘(arran | ceased
Q : by | operations
ul | EmDaosy ; early 1976
O ' from film ; because of
O . ‘holdings) : poor lending
%) , E ; . : n results
& - ' | - T , i | T ! ; .
> b United . appTox.SBO yearly | | LO¥ | 50 plus | 1*1nclgdes 10
o i Kingdom ’ | -i not given
— . : | . _ ; i genera _
m : ; ! j L , distribution
4 } } : | : for various
' i | i | i i reasons
8 s - - s g . s = o PR f 1 ,l y : ;
m i United i P25 many ; g ; j 38
7 States | ; : g ; g features |
3 (2 1572 | - |
3 D) 1976 | | | | | - ! |
L] to June 30 ; ! 2 co-productions |. 20 i
) ! i i | i T i features |
. (¢) to end | 26 | | L | T
b 1975 ; |  purchases i ! 1 co-production g 20 ; 1
§ ; 3 2 i g : : ; for TV ! |
; . ; > e Jr ; . ‘!._._. e . e s H
| comiTS : | | | | | |
5 ! a . *= i , 2 t ?
! ! g i § : i | | |
; f
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IABLE IT
WESTERN TILEVISION AND RADIO MATERIAI, BROADCAST TN ROMANTZL
From 1974 to mid-1977 (unlelss otherwise marked
/NB, Please update this table to mid-1977, entering fligures on calander year basis if possible&7
TELEVISION Radio i . .
Country s —— e R T ews programmes omments
; . i WewWS programmes
_ TV Programnes | TV Series !(See Table I) % ond Filme
Germany 10 1974; ; § é§B° Use of
6(1975 ! | Burovisilon
2(1976 to ! \ Services?/
June ) i ! ;
Netherlands 1 ! 2
("Bartje®) | ; i
e s o .. . prer i },
Norway (1975) 3 ’ l
1 - - 1 E RS
United various approx. 5
Kingdom documentary yvearly plus
programmes language
series
(1976) !
——— - ? . -
United occasional many (e.g. | some ingreasing
States incl, 30 "Daktari® ' Romanian
(a) to mid-1976 | minute McCloud® interest in
programme “Mannix®) newsworthy
on Viking | items
project :
(1976) with ,
USTA material
(b) end 1976 | & purchases
_ e.g. “"Kojak®
jroappey = - 42— alll
i COMMISHTS ¢ ’ §
| :
| i
| | ,
: ! ]
| | i | | | |
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TABLE 17

Degree of improvement in Romanian performance since Helsinki
Final Act:

=
1t

7]

Much

Moderate

Little

None Germany, Netherlands, UK
| Worse Ug*

* IS interpretatioﬁ
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TABLE IV

FIIMED AND BROADCAST INFORMATION IN WESTERN COUNTRIES

- 1974 to mid-1977
/NB. Please update this table to mid-1977, entering figures on calander year basis if possible,/

Countryi— F L L MWS ‘“TV'g E;L LV 1o T O,N N Radio Material Comments ,
Feature | NOoU~ rOgrame | piqne | ews |
i Feature series i material |
Denmark No information yet ;
i available
Germany Information not availabl:
! Greece io 1974 | | Commeirclally shown only
i 2 L1975
' ‘0 (197C) |
; L
Norway %possibly:some 0 0 %
g ishown privately i .
: ! ! ! !
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WORKING CONDITIONS FOR JOURNALISTS

General assessment and summary

1e Romenian overall performance has been mildly
restrictive, but with some recent deterioration.

2. One factor in their earlier performance might. have.
been the lack of interest in Romania by Western journalists.
That intersst has recently increased resulting in some
uncomplimentary reporting that has angered Romanian authorities,

3. Western journalists can normally have visas for
single assignment visits with little, if any, difficulty. One
US journalist, however, has recently been refused entry.
Permanent accreditatlon seems welcome; cross-accreditation
1s accepted. Permanently accredited journalists have multiple

entry and exit visas.

4, Travel is unrestricted, apart from some closed
areas. There are no restrictions on imports of technical
equipnment and personnel, at least for single assignment visits.
Reperting material can be transmitted abroad unhindered.

5. Access presents difficulty, however. Only specifically
designated officials are normally available for interviews,
while access to non-official sources is strongly discouraged
by emphasis publically on the State Secrets Act., Although
some contact with dissidents has been possible in the past,
subsequent Romanian sensitivities and arrests of dlsS1dents
will probably make this harder.

6. There have been no expulsions of Western journalists
since Helsinki.

7. There has been no significant improvement in
Romanian performance since Helsinki. There may in fact have
been some deterioration as a result of attacks in 1977 against
Western reporting and the refusal to let a US journalist
re~enter Romania because of the content of his reporting from
a previous visit. There has been ohvious hardening of
attitude to Western journalists since about April 1977.

NATO CONFIDENTTATL
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Working Conditions for Journalists (Contd)

1. Performance by Romania as regards working conditions for
Jjournalists

A. Compliance with specific Final Act criteria

(i) Mexamine in a favourable spirit and within a suitable
ahd Teacsonable timescale requests from journalists
for visas."

See Table I.

Western journalists normally have no difficulty in
getting visas for single-assignment visits. Apart from the
two exceptions below, no refusals have been reported. Even
an application from a correspondent of Radio Free Europe was
earlier approved. Visas can be acquired at the airport on
arpival. dJournalists carrying "official' passports (us
experience) must apply outside Romania; many others do as well,
éﬁg« - No information on processing period for applications
abroad/ On 16th January, 1977 Scinteia claimed that more than
700 journalists from 50 countries visited in 1976. -

The “two exceptions are a result of much heightened
Romanian sensitivity to the activity of Western media in '
covering Romenian internal events, both the dissident movement
and the 4th March earthquake.

(a) in the major exception, on 15th April, Romanian
officials refused entry at airport to Malcolm Brown,
Belgrade~based correspondent of New York Times on
pretext that passport not in order. US Ambassador
was told next day that Browvn was refused as
exceptional case because of non-objective nature
of past reporting, and did not represent change
in policy vis-a-vis Western correspondents
(Romanian press had previcusly criticised Brown and
others for reporting on 4th March earthquake).

On 19th April, MFA informed Embassy however that
Brown would be permitted entry whenever he wished
to return;

(b) wisa application for RFE reporter to cover

4th March earthquake was not acted on by Romanian
Embassy in FRG.

NATO CONFIDENTTIATL
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Working Conditions for Journalists (Contd) .

¥B. There is no informaticn on Romanian
reatment of applications from Western Journalists .
for permanent resident accreditation/

No refusals have been reported. Information to date

suggests there may be no resident Western journalists in
Bucharest.- : ~

Romania is favourably disposed to non-resident

accreditation. Two Americarn journalists are accredited from
Vienna and Bonn and Romanian officials in 1976 told Germany
that there would probably be no difficulty in cross-accrediting
journalists resident in Belgrade and Vienna, Altogether, six
German Jjournalists now possess such dual accreditation from
hese cities.

(11)

(be.treatment of visa requests, see (ii) below),

"orant to permanently accredited journalists of the
participating States, on the basis c¢i arrangenments,
multiple entry and exit visas ior speciiied periods.?

All resident and non-resident permanently accredited

Western journalists have multiple exit and entry visas.

(1ii)

/NB. Does reciprocity apply? Is a bilateral
agreement necessary?

"facilitate the issue to accredited journalists of the
participating States of permits for stay in their
COUNtry oi temporary residence and, if and when these
are necessar¥é of other officlal papers which 1t 18
appropriate for Them to have.n

o

. No information. Residence permits? Press .
cards? Perhaps there are no resident correspondenﬁs;7
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(iv) "ease, on a basis of reciprocityjAprocedures for
arranging ctravel by Journalistb ... 1n the country
where they are exev0131ng their profession, and to

rovide prog: 1y _greater opportunities ior such
Tavel, subject regulations

J
relating to the existence of areas closed ror
security reasons."

.Romania. claimns that Western Jjournalists have complete
freedon of movement, and Allies report that travel is in
fact easy for rnallsts and is encouraged and facilitated
by Romania. éﬁB, Notification necessary?/ The closed areas
are not extensive.

4 Does Romania "provide greater opportunities“
for tfavel through regular tour programmes? Can
anyone go/ ’

Romania arranged special trips to the provinces
for newsmen covering the 4th March earthquake.

(v)' “ensure that requpsts by such Jjournalists for such
- ETravel receive, in so0 far as possible, an expeditious

resgonse coet

Travel free., No requests necessary.

(vi) 1"increase the opportunities for journalists of the
gggjqigatin-MSfateoAfowcommunlcafe personally with
their sources, including organizations and
institutions,’ :

Accegss to official sources is largely limited to
those specifically designated to see foreign journalists; one
Ally has noted some greater difficulty in access to others,
Following a hardening of Romanian attitude to Western
Jjournalists in April 1977, a UPI correspondent was unable
to arrange interviews with any significant official and was
given minimal help by Agerpres.

General access to non—-official private contacts
depends, in one Ally's experience, on the initiative of the
Jjournalists and the willingness of the contacted individusl
to talk. This is strongly discouraged by periodic re-emphasis

by the Government on the State Secrets Act.

NAT O CONFIDENTTIAL
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As for contacts with dissidents, numerous Western
Journalists were allowed unhindered access to Romanian dissident
Paul Goma while in Romania to cover the earthquake. 4 formal
request by German ¥V to interview Goma was refused, but thev
were allowed to film Romenian writer Nicolae Breban, who acted
as middleman between Party and Goma at that time. Recent
arrests and detentions of dissidents is likely to make Romania
citizens even more reluctant than normal to be seen with '
foreigners, journalists or others.

source and background material available to
Journalists is very limited.

Journalistic projects for TV require previous approval
(although not in case of reporting on earthqueke). Germans
have had number of refusals: Goma interview (above), subjects
dealing with German ethnic minority. NB, More information
would be useful on treatment of journalistic and film
projects generally./

(vii) "égant to eournalists of the garticigatiné States
- khe right o import, subject only To 1its being taken
out again, tae technical equipment ... necessary ror the
exercise of thelr profession."

There are no restrictions on the import of technical
equipment.

(viii) ‘"enable ournalists of the other participating States
»». t0 transmit completelv, normally and rapialy by
means recognised by tihe participating Stategs to the
Information organs whiCh they Tepresent, The results
of Ttheir professional éc?ivi%y, Enciualng ape record-
ings and undeveloped film ..."

C "~~~ There are no restrictions on transmission of material
abroad, though there are occasional complaints about the
technical quality of facilities. There are no difficulties
with respect to export of tapes and undeveloped film,

(ix) Mreaffirm that the legitimate pursuit of their
rofessional activi Wi neither render journalists
Eiaﬁie t

Q expufszon ner otnerwlse penallse I e

There have been no expilsions of Western journalists
" s8ince Helsinki,
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(x) %..,. if an accredited journalist is expelled he
will be informsd of the reasons for this act and nmay
submit an appiication for re-examination of his
case. "

Not applicable.

(xi) "Footnote: accreditation and use of Western -
‘ caneramen/tecnnicians, "

There are no restrictions on the ilmport of
technical personnel for 81ngleuassignment visits, though

- advance notice is normally given to Romanian authorities.

/NB. No information on attitude of Romanians to
permanrently resident Western technical personnel,
Perhaps there are none?

B. Lspects of erformance not mentioned specifically'
in the Final Act '

(i) Co-operation of local press and technical*sérvices'

AGERPRES is the Romanian agency which has been
given responsibility of assisting permanently accredited and
visiting Journalists. Although its minimal assistance is not
always up to expected Western standards, it apparently tries
to be as co-operative as possible. It was particularly so
imnediately after the earthquake in March 1977, when the
large number of foreign journalists were given exten81ve
faciliities.

NB. Little information on technical services
offered. ilm and sound crews97 German TV Jjournalists are
able to transmit topical material to their stations through
AGERPRES facilities. A comparable service is made available
in broadcasting to representatives of the "Voice of Americal®,

NB. Was this for earthqueke only, cr is this standard for
vigiting TV and radio JournalistSQ?

(ii) Public attitude of régime to foreisn journalists

On occasion Romanian mass media has accused Western
Journalists of "verbal violence®. Presumably emphasis on
State Secrets Act is an attempt to discourage Romanians from
seeing Western Journalists.

NAT O CONFIDENTTIAL
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Since early 1977, however, there have been extensive
and often harsh attacks against Western media activities as
part of a larger anti-Western campaign. This has included
articles in press criticising Western Jjournalists, often by
name, for their reporting on Romania (dissident movement,
4th March earthquake).

(iii) Journalists' access to international news

Apparently no problem. Newspapers are available at
major hotels. AGERPRES provides a wire service from API, UPI,
AFP and Reuters,

(iv) ggfusingujournalists re-entry on the basis of previous

reporting

' One major case. On 15th April, 1977, Malcolm Brown
of New York Times was refused entry because of articles he had
written during previous visit to cover 4th August earthquake
(see I.A.(i) above). "

II. Developments in Romania since Final Act

There has been no improvement in Romanian performance
since Helsinki.

There may be some deterioration as a resuit of the
criticism of Western reporting on Romania in the aftermath
of the earthquake, and the incident in which Malcolm Brown
of the New York Times were refused entry on 15th April,
because of the content of previous reporting. There has been
perceptable hardening of attitude to Western press,; involving
even greater difficulty to arrange interviews with officials
and to. get help from AGERPRES.  One Ally had already reported
some worsening in ability to contact officials other than those
specially designated before this latest trend began.

) ) There have been separate uncorroborated reports of
slight improvements in (a) written source material available;
(b).freedom of movement and (c¢) importation of technical
equipment, .

IIT. Western performance

See Table III. /NB. Can capitals help2/
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TABLE I

WESTERN JOURNAILTSTS IN ROMANTA

Please update Section A to mid-1977, noting any changes for 1977: update Section B to mid-1977, entering figures on calendar

Belgiumi Denmark

UK
£

Germany | Greece | Italy | Netherlands Norway Us i Comments
A, In mid-1977
Total journalists
accredited (0)* 0 6 (0)* (2)* 0 (1)* 0 P (Vienna- ||()* 1974 figures: North
(resident Bonn AP) |!Atlantic Ass. Doc. CIC/FF(75)10
in Belgrade/ | | September 1975
Vienna% f
No. resident journalists 0 0 0 0 ?
No. resident cameramen/techs, 0 0] 0] 0
No. holding multi-exit/ 6
entry visas 0 0 2
B. From 1974 to mid-1977 )
Visas for total accredited
journalists For &
_ persons 0 0
Visas for siagle~assignment O 100174 !
190175 5 yearly Approx.
50176 Few 1 20 since
Helsinki
Visas refused o 0 Not 0 0
known 1 (1977)*
Visas delayed nore than
6 months 0 0] Not 0 0
known
Journalists expelled 0 { i 0 i
. z |
COMMENTS *No visas i *Brown
required ? NYT ésee |
ifor visits } T.5.(1)) |
up to 3 § |
- months ; )

I

=3
l\’

o=

0
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g

TABLE II

Degree of improvement in Romanian performance
since Helsinki Final Act:

Much

Moderate

Little

None Germany, UK, US, Denmark

Worse
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TABLE III

Working Conditions for Joy

Chapter VII
ROMANTIA
T IL(Revised)

rnalists (Contd)

Journalists expelled

4§B. Pigssi7ppdate Section A to mid-1977, noting any changes for 1977; update Section B to mid-1977, entering figures on calendar year basis
1f possible.
Y .
Belgiun Denmark § Germany | Greece g Italy | Netherlands | Noirway | UK ' Us Comments
A, ITn mid-1977 o _
Total Jjournalists accredited (1)%* 0 (1) (1) + (1)* (0)* (0)*11 §1976) ()* 1974 figures: Norhh
‘ 0 (1977) ** Atlantic Ass. Doc.
CIC/FF(75)10, September
1975
No. resident Journalists :
No. resident cameramen/techs. :
No. holding multi-exit/ |
entry visas
B. From 1974 to mid~1977 ‘
Visas for.total accredited |
Jjournalists | 0 (1976
Visas for single-assignment 1 (1976
Visas refused N
Visas delayed more than 6 :
months ! 0
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*Subseqpently issued visa after waiver

given
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CO-OPERATICN IN THE FIZILD OF INFORMATION

General assessment and summary

/NB, Please provide shorb assessment of Romanian
performance on basis of common experiences of NATO
missions participating in preparing co-ordinated
reply,./
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I. Performance by, Romania as regaids co- ~operation in the
Field of in‘owmqbion

&

Compliance with specific Final Act crlt_ ria

(i) =© will Ffavour increased oo-onerqtion among mass

e e

nedla o&xaglzatlonsJ inclucing press agencies, as
well as among publishing houses and organizations;!

ﬁ ¥R, TFurther information?/ AGERPRES receives UPI,
AP, AFP and Reuters news services,

DEGLASSIFIED - PUBLICLY DISCLOSED - PDN(2012)0003 - DECLASSIFIE - MISE EN LEGTURE PUBLIQUE

(ii) Y... will favour CO—OQEfBLWOﬁ among public or private,
natlonﬂ”_ov 1nternatlona1 racio and television
or &ﬂiZa@%Q&mds pavuic”laz Through the exchange of
bot Tive and recorded radio and television programmes
and through the Jjoint production, end the broadcasting

and. 6g§'"1pumlon of sSuch programmes;.

A e e §

According to an article in Scinteia on 16th January,
1977, Romania collaborates with 110 Foreign Radio and Television
stations. There is a partlcularlv close arrangement and exchange
of progrsmmes with FFreanch and Italian radio and television.

In Lpril 1976, the US Information Agency was discussing
a television co=nroducnion agreement vvith Romania. In 1976, a US
TV Coupany co-produced a feature on Romanian gymnast Nadia
Comaneci, which was shown in both the US and Romania,

e

(1ii1) "... will encourage meetings and contacts both

betwe 19ufnqllst organizations and between
"]Ougléj:‘r; k_fé._)‘ ' X

/fB, Little information,/ There is limited
co-operation between Romanian Council of Journalists and the
Friedrich~-Ebert Foundation,

Y

(iv) ... will view favourably the possibilities of
arrang euonns between periodical publicctions as
well as Deﬁveen NEeWSPAPErsS ees for the purpose of

wohanging and nublluhlngk"”' o eS?“

LJB Little informat ionﬂ7 Though not in category
of exchanges of article, several newspapers in Bucharest have
agrced to “direct eAchanges of issues with newspapers from the
FRG in order to save foreign exchange.
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(v) ",e. will encourage the erchange of technical information
as_well as ‘the organizecion or Joint research and

meetivos oo betweep,gynepxsﬂ;n the field of the press,
radio and televisio

/iB, Little information,/ Two Romanian film technicians
visited Britain in 1975 to study and discuss British film and studio
technology.

II. Develo; ment with respect to Romanlan periformance since
Helsinkl

/fB. No information,/

NATO  CONFIDRENIIAL
' -271-



DECLASSIFIED - PUBLICLY DISCLOSED - PDN(2012)0003 - DECLASSIFIE - MISE EN LECTURE PUBLIQUE

E

NATO CONFIDSNTIAL

272~ Chapter VII
ROMANIA
18D/ 144 (Revised)

CULTURE_AND EDUCALION

QQ:Qgﬁﬁégl%ﬁﬁﬁﬁiiigéﬂgﬁﬂﬁiJELEHE FIELDS OF
ULTURE AND EDUCATION

I. Dissemination and translation of Dbooks

A, Western books in Romania
(1) General assessment

See Table I.

/NB. DlMore information recuired, even general estimates.

Possibly obtainable_by capitals from contacts with
Western publishers,

/TB., Very little information,/ Like other Varsaw
Pact countries, Romania claims to have a commendable record
in importing and translating ¥Western Dhooks.

Much further information is necessary to permit
Western judgement on Romanian performance, but it appears to
be equivalent to the very poor performances of USSR and
Pulgaria., Very limited amounts of books are being imported
and translated by Romania.

Foreign currency presents a problem for acquisition
of books in original languages. Since 1974, large budgetary
cuts have brought a decline in the number of books purchased,
at least by less politically influencial institutions.

(ii) Translation snd publication of Yestern books

According to one source of Romanian data, 650 titles
from CSCE participants were printed in 1975 and 1976, while 350
itles arc plamned for 1977. Oa 1&th January, 1977, Scinteis
claimed the 1976 totals were 300 from 32 countries, Lhout
100 Romanian works were published in 17 CSCE countries during
the same neriod, ‘

The only Allied ipnformetion comes from the
Netherlands and Germeny, /B, Others2/
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Netherlands reports that since 1940s about 30 works
in 10 to 20,000 copies (except one in 40,000) were translated,
They were sold out quickly in book stomes and no reprints were
made, Most of this work has been done recently, largely through
the efforts of one particular Romanian translator who has been
awarded a Dutch prize for his work, Germany estimates about 7
works in 150,000 copies heave heen translated since 1974 and are
available in 3 Bucharest and 5 provincial stores. '

(i1i) Categoxies of Westerm books

Most categories of books are translated, except those
showing the Vestern way of life in a particularly favourable
light. Germany estimates about 70% is fiction, with rest
science/technology (25%) and educational (5%).

(iv) Selection criteria and censorship

/NB. No information. Are oertain books selected
for unfavourable view of the West? Are passages in translated
Western books changed oxr removed?

(v) Availability to public
éﬁ?. No information. Sales? Libraries? Ordering
from abroa 27 Germany reports about G new titles every six

months come available,

(vi) Book Exhibitions

TB. Little information,/ Germany reports that
holding exhibitions is extremely difficult, but a little easier
if books are in technical field.

(vii) Activities of Western Embassies

The US, Freunch and Italians have off-premises
libraries in Bucharest. The British have a library on the
Embassy complex, while the West Germans have only a reading roomn,
In June 197%, however, Germeny and Romania agreed to exchange
libraries in Munich and Bucharest., As of mid-1977 sites in
each place had been mutually offered; the process of hand--over
has not yet been copcluded. /iB. There is suggestion things
are stalled, True? '
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The US Library is onen to Romanian public, as are the
others, and attendance is good. Therc is active membership of
5,500 and it was estimated that during 1976 some &0,000
people either borrowed books or attended library programmes (more
than 70% of library stock is out on loan at any one time),

What is performance of others, especially in loans to
individuals?

Access is, in theory, uwnrestricted. However, there
are still reports of people being told not to go to libraries
such as recently at schools and universities, of others who
are simply reluctant to visit because of fear of contacts with
foreigners or concern that frequent visits may lead to personal
or professional disadvantages, The number of visitors seems to
depend on proximity of library to Embassy proper. There have
also been recent attempts to restrict access by random enquiries
by police at Embassy or library entrances of visitors; checks
at the entrance of U3 library were stopped after Ambassador!'s
protest,

(viii) Contacts between publishers, writers

/NB, Little information., Others experience?/ Because
of some defections in recent years by Romanians visiting abroad,
Romania has shown a declining interest in individual cultural
contacts. Germany reports that individual contacts are wvery
limited and generally restricted to quota journeys and meetings
during Frankfurt book fair., One result for us was the refusal
during the summer of 1975 by the Romanian ¥Writer!s Union to.

-send participants to the 1975 Iowa Writer!s ‘orkshops. Despite

continued refusal to attend subsequent workshons, there are many
bilateral contacts with us in this field, e.g. a September 19756
Translators Congress was attended by several US authors and
translgtors,

(ix) Contacts between libraries, exchanges, etc,

/[NB. Little information./

According o Scinteia article 16th January, 83 Romanian
institutes and libraries exchanged books and periodicals in 1976
with similar institutions in 128 countries, sending about
54,000 volumes and receiving about 72,000,

The US Library of Congress has an exchange agreement
with its Romanian counterpart, but it is not a very active one.
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B. Developments since Helsinki

/NB, Little information,/ Germany describes the overall

o’

situation as worse, /NB, Others? Reasons?
C. Romanien books in Yestern countries

See Table II,
/NB. More information required, even general estimates./

The University of Iowa press published sixz Romanian
literary works in English translation in 1976,

Romania follows Soviet line in claiming that Western
countries do not import, translate and publish Romanian works
to the extent that Vestern books are imported and translated in
Romania (“statistical reciprocity?), Better performance is
demanded.,

II. Films

A, Filin exchanges and festivals

,“Romania has_film exchange egreements with France and
Italy. /NB. Others?/

Film festivals are organized by Romanian Government
in Romania of films of its own choosing from various countries,
These are often sponsored in conjunction with national day
celebrations; such as the 1977 festival of Dardsh films during
which 4 well-known Danish films weire shown in 3 Romanian cities,
In October 1977, there will be British Film eek organized
on the initiative of the Romanian. Council for Culture and
Socialist Education, As for Imbassies, the "est Germans have
organized thegir own Film Festival using films of their own
choosing. /NB, Have otherg done the same? Is their Romanian
approval of films? Access?

Scinteia, on 156th January, 1977, claimed 14 showings
of foreign films were organized in Romania in 1976. Romanian
film companies narticipated in 45 international film festivals and
45 showings of Romanian films were organized abroad.
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B. Co-production of films and other contacts

af

/FB, To information./

III. Language instruction

A, Western language instruction in Romania

English has become the principal foreign language taught

in schools (excep®t in areas whereg German or Hungarian is the

language oif instruction), followed by French. German 1is also
taught. Foreign language instruction appears to be quite good.
It begins as early as the 2nd grade in most schools and continues
into higher education institutes.

B. Langusge instruction in Yestern countries

Romania adheres to the Soviet line that Western
countries must do more in the way of teaching Fastern languages,
including Romanian, up to the level of instruction achieved in
Fastern countries ('statistical reciprocity™).
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TADLE T |
Number of Weatern Books Available in Romania j
Note: All figures are estimates
LﬁB. Please update with estimates to wid-1977, with entries on calander year basis if possible;7
Total ) . o
Country Tota} Titles Imports ) Translations Categories Books (%) ) Availabilifty Comments
Available 19748~ mid-1977 N , _ _ ] y I
Titles | Conies . Number; Conies |Fiction i Educ,; Spec./; Social ! Other|Stores
i ; Tach, |&cilences:
R Y . it -‘ : .,...,_.ur
{ {
Denmark 410/20 |
books | g
o - B et Sy ; EURPPIPRU P :
| » , . - i e i
Germany. 25, 150, 7 1150,000 | 70% 556 25% : 3 Buch§restgﬂ
| 7 B g 5(provinces) ! ! .
o P - ; ; ( S e P : . ‘
| ‘ ! ‘l RV “n 2 . Skl
Netherlands about |between | i ! sold out t ‘Melster Rembrandt®
50 10/ i L 3 {no reprints) by Jan Mens
: . P f ‘ | i
since {12,000 | | !
19408 ieaoh :
; exoent i
; § ioné ; i i
| ; 40,000 i ;
H ) - - { o w..
|
I
|
=277~ JATO
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! TABLE TT
Humber of RNomanian books available in Western countries
Hote: ALl fighres arc estimates
LEB. Please update with estimates to mid-1977, entering figures on calander vear basis if possible&7
{ iotal | :
Countr Total Titles Imports Translations | Categories Books (i) Availability
= Available 107L = mid--197 o D o .‘ﬁf“"“**‘“*““‘ o Comments
12 - o e 2 N TN 3y i ) ; - A i Spec . SOCia (R ) Ciat . H LibI‘al"ieS
Titles Copies |Number | Copies | Fiction| Edug. Tech. Sciences Other | Stores {x—restric.
! | 0—0Open
.... - .'L. e - i - e i A A R — M ———
Dennarlk ( no information
3 available
i e i R P . - -
Germany ( no information
! yet available
P me e mm - s e i - A ] S A e B B
Netherlands | no information
T A = r_,v__,‘, - - - e AR C A A s B
United { US Library of
Kingdom i Congress figures
| for English
translations of
P d . — . . Romanian books
T | (primarily done
United E in US and UK)
States i 2 1973: 23
_ g g 1974: 18
! g | ! } 1975: 12
! i | '. :' ! ‘
H ! : ! ‘ E
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TABLE I Importation and Dissemination
of Western Printed Information
Legend: 1. Comparative number of titles imported

h - wide cross—section
m - mediunm
1 = limited

2 Comparative number of coples imported

(taking population size into accoun+)
h - high

m = medium

1 ~ low

Vi = very low
/fB, Please check and completeg/

A, IMPORTATION

Non-Communist ;USSR{BULGARIA]CZECHCY GDR HUNGARY} POLAND IROMANTIA

72 1 2 121 21 2 j12(1 2

)

Newspapers h vl m 1 h 1 4§1vli h 1 h m}Jh h

News maga- .
zines/
pelitical

periodicals m vl m 1 m h h

[

hvl {Lvii h 1

fd

Non-political/
general -
periodicals
{e¢.g. fashion/

sports) m vl m h il vl n vl n om |vli? v1?

-
)

Specialized
nerlodjcalo
{(e.g. science
technology,

trade) vil 1 1 m mj{ h vl

~J
3
e

vi m nm

-

Comnmunist

puElications h 1 h 1 h h

e
ot
g
=
=3
=
=y
=
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TLBLE IT:  Access by General Public permitted
to Western Printed Information

Legend: o - general access (though in some cases material is
only infrequently available)

% - restricted access permitted to privileged
1not1tutlonu/1ndlv1dua1q

-—

[Please check and complete,/

USSRy BULGARIAf CZECHOJ GDR§ HUNGARY | POLAND {ROMANTA

Non-Comrunist
-Puplications

howspapors

(a) Public ,
» kiosks -t o - - - 0 -
{b) Tourist :
: sales 0 0 o § o o0 o} o
(c) Sub~- ~
scriptions X b4 X
(da) public
libraries/
reading
rooms

"
O
N
1

x?

A
t
N
i
4
o]

. News A
‘magazinés/
political

(a) Public , o ,
kiosks - - - ] = - o 0
(b) Tourist ' : »
sales o - = - 0 o © 0
(c) Sub-
scriptions
(d¢) Public
librarizcs/
reading
rooms X o b X 0 x?

L4
[
o
kA
b |
O
~J

LA
[ ]

X X

ale
*r

[NB. Please coniirm no cthers have been seen on Dubllc sale
except Financial Times in Soch1.7
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USSR

BULGARTA

CZECHO

GDR

HUNGARY {POLAND

ROMANTA

Non--political/ |*
general ’
periodicals
(sports,
fashion, etc,)

(a) Public
kiosks
(b) Tourist
sales
(c) Sub-
scriptions
Public
libraries/
reading
rooms

Specialist

science,

kiosks
Tourist
sales

Sub-
scriptions
Public '
libraries/
reading
rooms

Communist \

(a) Public
kiosks

(b) Tourist

sales

Sub--

scriptions

(a) Public
libraries/
reading
roomns

¥

-? o

o?

T

0
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FILMED AND BROADCAST INFORIATION

Comparison of various aspects of performance
anong Warsaw Pact countries,
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COMPARA T I Vl '{“C(RD OF Pﬁ?RFO'“" TANCE, OFF WARSAW PACT

COUNTE g AT A TION
Legend: gegT_gﬁble nunbers - ?
imited - . o ] 1.
. ; : 35E =ck and complete.
noderate - 1 [NB . Pleas check an D - __7
considerable -

(Notes: (a (*) -~ on restricted basis)
(bg - figures for commarc1al distribution of
- feature films takes into account (& of Western:
films to total shown and population size)

<t < B )
& S = a P
<l o= < = 2
o [do] (SR O j
) = O 0 =
p — [ O @]
) fas) 0w M o o
A, Films
Number of feature
films shown: T4 .
a) commercially n 1 m IS c c c
b) on television n 1 m 1 c m m
¢c) at festivals 1 9 1 ? ? c m
d) at private '

showings/clubs n(x) | 1(x) ? ? ? m- c(x)?

Mumber of non-feature
films showi:

(a commercially n n(?) 1 n n ni{n
b) on television 1 1 m 1 m m m
30 at festivals 1 ? 1 ? ? m m
d) at private

showings/clubs n(x) 1(x) ? ? ? mi{ 1
Number of Fmbassy
film lcans:
(a) to institutions/

official 1 1(?) m n 1 mi c
(b) to individuals/

non-—official n ? 1 n 1 n} n(?)
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Gk
_;;: ¥
,\
/"\

v
-

BULGARTA
CZECHD- -
SLOVAKIA

HUNGARY

USSR

;u

GDR
o

Proportion of !
f£ilms selected for;
anti-Western
content - i} m mn M n

Access to Embassy
film libraries

§a§ is restricted |. V Vi(?)

3]
Q
2

is discouraged 4 VAR BV , v
is free _ , V4
Television
Materials
({or filus,

. see A above)

ug“programmes

s QU

serials
news materials n

Ce Radio
' Eroaacasting

Vestern
recorded
information : )
broadcast 1 ? n n ‘m 17 m

. -
OoT®

o]
9
B -
B

O

=
sEeB

Western L
radio stationsiRFER RFE(BL) IRFE(CL) JRIAS | - RFE(PL? -
Jammed BBC(RL:{DW(BL) Iplus (med, (badly

(inter- 5:5 of jwave) :
mitten—~ BBC(CL)
tly) DY (CL)
(NOTE: ¢.g. "RLY means ﬂusslah lagguage
roadcasys)
Broadcasts
externally

n

gag emphasis pol, v . o
emphasis n
non-pol, e

Hosts
clandestine

radios v Y no &L no ' no /_%
_ { /M

v PV
VAR B/ Vv

A
con--
firm/

]

¥ Since April 1977
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WORKING CONDITIONS FOR JOURNALISTS

Comparison of various aspects of performance
among Yarsaw Pact countries.
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'COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE OF WARSAW PACT COUNTRIES
W THE FLLLD OF WORKING CONDITIONS FOR JOURNALISTS

Legend: gresat difficulty

considerable difficulty - ¢ /NB. Please check and

moderate difficulty

- m complete./

1little or no difficulty - 1

" Requests for single-—

assignment visas

- Requests for:

{a) Resident zccredi-
tation/visas

(b) Non-resident
accred1ta+1on/
visas

Multiple eatry/evlt
visas for:

(a) Resident accredi~
ted Journalists
(b) Non-resident
accredited
. Journalists

Requirements/
processing other
necessary official

docs. (e. g. residence

permit)

Freedom of travel/
movemant

Access:

(a) to official
contacts

(b) tc non-official
(private)
contacts

USSR {BULG .}CZECH,.} GDRIHUNG.| POL.j ROMANTIA}
m | ()} & c|m 1 1
1 ? m ? ? 1 ?

. m
g2 | & Ped™™ 1] 1
nlan- , c
1 nad 1 1 ? 1 1
g ? 8 1§ ? g 1
? ? ? ? ? 1 2
o} 1 1 1 1 1 1
mn 1 m m 1 m m
g g g gl 1l 1 c

#* Note: for those resident in West Berlin dr FRG.
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USSR {BULG. | CZECH, ; GDR {HUNG. POL.JROMANIA

Inporting technical
cquipnment:

(a) Single-assignment
: or non-resident

accredited? m 1 1 1 1 1 1
(b) Resident

journalists 1 ? 1 1 1 1 ?
Tmporting technical
personnel:
(a) Single-assignment

or non~resident c ? 1 m} T 1 1
(b) Resident

journalists m(?] ? 1 1 ? n ?
Approval of:
(a) Journalistic

projects m ? c m ? 1? m?
(b) Filming projects m c g g m? m? m?

Transmission/export
of reports, films,
tapes .. 1 1 m 14 1 1 1

Record: on expulsions

)
8
.
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