
1__._11 N A T L l ’ C O N F I D E N T I A L  

To : Members of the P o l i t i c a l  Cozmittee 

From: Acting Chairman 

POLITICAL CO”’IITTEE MEETING WIT’ E ER 

For  the in fo rma t ion  of  clembers of the P o l i t i c a l  
Committee, I attach a report  on the meeting, written on my 
own r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

(Signed) Miss T.A.H. SOLESBY 
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DRAFT 

N A T O   C O N F I D E N T I A L  

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

POLITICAL  COPWITTEE  YiETING IllITH CSCE  EXPERTS 
. . . ,  . .  

m t  by the  Acting  Chairman 

On 18th/l9th  March, 1976., the  Political  Committee 
reinforced  with Experts f ron  capitals,  met to discuss the  
implementation OP the  Final  Act of the  CSCE. 

2. The  following  informal  Agenda  was  approved  by  the 
Political  Cornmittee in advance of the  meeting, 

I. GENEML APPROACH TO IMPLWSWATION OF THE 
FINAL ACT 

II, BASISET I: GENERAL P m x I P L m  
COLWIDENCE-BUILDING MEASURES 

IV, BASKET IV: FOLLOW-UP TO THE  CONFERENCE 

V. TECHNIQUES FOR MONITORING EASTERN IMPLEHENTATION 
Ah3 EXCHANGES OF VIEWS ON WESTERN IMPLEMENTATICN 

VI. SUGGESTED FORMaT OF NATIONAL  CONTRIBUTIONS FOR 
POLITICAL  COMMITTEE’S SECOhQ BI-ANNUAL REPORT 

3.  Within the framework of the informal Agenda 
delegations  held c? useful  exchange of views  on a number of 
topics of interest, In addition  to  examining  implementation 
of Baskets I and III, most representatives  present  participated 
in an initial  discussion  on matters connected  with  the  CSCE 
Pollow-up  meeting  in  Belgrade  scheduled for ’1977. Outside 
the Agenda  framework,  some  attention was given to the  Soviet 
proposals fo- r  separate multilateral  conferences  on  energy, 
transportation and the  environment, on which a number of 
Western Govenments h2d very  recently  been  approached. 
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GENER.4L-A.PRO~llCH TO IMPLEPIENTATION OF THE FINAL ACT 

4. The  meeting  began  with  opening  statements  from a 
number of  delegations. Some general  aspects of the CSCE 
implementation  were  mentioned but most  speakers made their 
remarks in the  context  of  looking  forward to Belgrade 1977. 

5 .  With  respect  to  implementation of the  Final  Act, 
.most  speakers  pointed  out that -not  much in the way of Eastern . 
inplementation in areas of interest  to  the  West  had  taken 
place  since 1st August, 1975, and that  there was still  sone 
distance  to go before a definitive  judgement  could  be  made 
about &.stern  performance. As well,  there was considerable 
work  still  to  be  done.  by  the  West in encouraging  Eastern 
implementation  through  bilateral  and  multilateral  means. 

nore  fully in the  context of Belgrade 1977, recognising thet 
the  review of iaplementation  was  one of two major tasks in the 
Pollow-up  process.  Some  delegations  felt  that  without  more 
time  to  let  implementation  develop,  it was impossible  to  tell 
exactly how the  West  should  approach  Belgrade. It was, therefore, 
t o o  early  to prepare in detail f o r  the  meeting.  Others,  while 
recognising  the  difficulties  posed by the low level  of 
implementation  to  date,  argued  forcefully f o r  a beginning  to 
the preparatory  process as soon as  possible  and  welcomed  the 
opportunity  provided by the  meeting t o  hold an initial  exchange 
of views  on the subject.  Most  delegations  supported  the  concept 
of Strong  intra-Alliance  consultation,  as was followed  during 
the CSCE negotiations. Some referred  to the need  for  close 
co-operation  between  the  Nine  and  the  Fifteen.  One  delegation 
reiterated its 9osiLion  that with the  Final  Act  signed,  the 
eaphasis  at  this  stage  should  be on implementation  through 
bilateral  approaches. 

6.  The  Cornittee  examined  the  question of implementation 

7. Under  the  general  exchange of views  on  implementation 
and  Belgrade 1977, various  representatives  raised a number OB 
different  points f o r  consideration,  For  instance,.it was 
pointed  out  that in preparing for Belgrade,  the  West  must 
decide what constitutes  "meaningful  implementationff  as  regards 
both  quantity  and  quality. It was  noted  that, while the mafa 
burden of implementation  lay on the  East,  the West needed to 
@O to  Belgrade  with a comendable record of  implenentation 
which would, in *hrm, highlight  the  limited  implementation on 
the  part of the East, It was  suggested  that  Belgrade must not 
become  the  scene or" a "slanging  match"  over  implementation, bu-i; 
should  be  seen as an opportunity to  take  what  we  could  get and 
urge  for more. The West  should  maintain  the  advantage of a 
tfdemandeurtr  through  bilateral and multilateral  contacts, t o  make 
it harder  for  the  East to claim  lack of Western  interest as an 
.excuse f o r  non-implementation. -The need  to  consult  with  the 
neutrals on all  aspects  of  the  inplementation  process was 
nentfoned. 
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8, A nunber o f  delegations  referred t o  the 

POLADS( 76) I 3 

C"( 76 1 
second ~~.~ " "" 

aspect of the follow-up process  as  defined by paragraph  2(a) 
in the  Fourth Basket o f  the  Final Act, namely, Ifthe  deepening 
o f  , * ,  mutual re la t ions,   the  improvement of securi ty  and the 
development of  CO-O e r a t ion   i n  Europe, and the  development 
o f  the  process of d tente   in   the  future" .   In  t h i s  coatext, 
the  question was raised of making and/or  responding t o  
possible new proposals  to  iqlement  the  existing  provisions 
o f  the Final Act o r  even t o  extend t h e i r  scope, as  was the 
des i rab i l i ty  of holding  meetings beyond Belgrade  1977. One 
delegation viewed Selgrade  as  part of  a continuing  effort 
i n   t h e  CSCE s ty l e  t o  maintain  rmlti lateral   tbegotiating 
pressuref1 on the  East  in East-West re la t ions.  It was imporJGam-is 
-%hat the West should  keep the   i n i t i a t ive  and not merely  respond 
%O Moves  by the East. It was suggested  that  Cflooking forward'l 
was an essent ia l   par t  o f  the  Conference and t h a t   t h i s   f a c t  
should be reflected- in  consultations  within NATO, 

9 .  One related outcome of  discussion on this par t icu lar  
point was the  recognition that some uncertainty  in  preparing 
Bor Belgrade  arose from the   i nab i l i t y   t o  gauge what the 
exact  climate of  East-'West re la t ions would be i n  mid-1977. 

10. On more sFecific  questions  relating t o  Belgrade, 
al1 speakers agreed tha t  it was sti l l  t o o  ear ly  t o  say  with 
zny accuracy what the East would  do a t  Belgrade and what i t s  
approach would be. Only  Romania  and Yugoslavia had indicated 
any precise  ideas on the subject,  

11. This understood, some delegations  speculated  .that 
the East would not approach  Belgrade  with much enthusiasn 
largely because of  Belgrade's  value t o  the West in  highlighting 
Basket III implementation and because the East had already 
achieved as 'much as they  could from the CSCE process. ' .Other 
representatives were less cer ta in  of th i s .  One delegation 
suggested  that  the Bast s t i l l  had  numerous objectives t o  : 
achieve in   t he  CSCE context which it had not  achieved  during 
the  Conference: the East might conceivably  return t o  the 
charge a t  Belgrade, f o r  example by pressing f o r  a Eui-opean 
Declaration  in  terus more favourable t o  it than  the  Final Act. 
Another delegation  thought  that  the USSR was anxious to  regain 
-ishe i n i t i a t i v e   i n  CSCE af te r   los ing  it during  the  Fall of 3375 
over  inplementation, and so  would be a f t e r  a propaganda victory 
with l i t t l e  subs-kmce a t  Belgrade,  Ancther  delegation  thought 
that   these two di2i"r"erlng  views of possible  Eastern  approaches 
might be complementary: Eastern  objectives,  especially that  
OP f rustrat ing  the development of  the Nine  and undermining 
NATO through  'fpan-Europeanismpt, s t i l l  existed; but since it 
had been f rus t ra te6  by the West a t   t h e  CSCE, the USSR would be 
t rying  other  means outside  Belgrade, as  f o r  example through 
the new Brezhnev proposals. 
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12. Whatever  the  position  eventually  taken by the Eas-i; 
it  was  suggested  during  discussion  that  the  position of  the 
USSR would be the  determining  factor and, with  the  exception 
of Romania,  the  other  Warsaw  Pact  countries would follow suiJc 
with  slight  possible  variance. One delegation  singled  out the  
GDR, with  Czechoslovakia not far behind, as one country alrnos% 
totally  opposed to an  active  Belgrade  meeting;  they were 
Tollowed by the USSR and  Bulgaria  in  displaying  lack of 
en-thus'iasm;  while Poland and Hungary  were  ambivalent. Romania 
had verydefinite aims f o r  Belgrade  and was an enthusiast. 

13. On the  subject of possible  Western  aims  and  approaclles, 
all speakers  again  agreed  that  it was t o o  early  to  have  any 
:?..in3 objectives  in  mind.  Nonetheless, a number of delegations 
stressed  that  thought  and study should  be  given  to  Western 
approaches  without undue delay. As an  indication of the 
activity  now  going on into  Eastern  planning,  the  Committee was 
reminded or" enquiries  already  received from the  Bulgarians 
and Poles  by US officials on this  subject.  During  the course 
of the  discussion,  delegations  catalogued  the  complicated range 
of questions  with  which  Vestern  planning  would  have  to  deal - on 
the organization  and  operation of  the  Conference, on the 
substance of Western  policies  and position, on the follow-up to 
Belgrade.  Some  d-elegations  stressed  that  whatever  the Eastem 
approach  night be, it would be  well  prepared  and  Western 
positions must be also, These  representatives  pointed  agail? 
%O the need for consultation  within  the  Alliance  in  this 
preparatory process. 

14. Regarding  relative  strengths  and  weaknesses of both 
sides of Belgrade,  it  was  pointed  out  that,  while  the East 
could largely  be  kept on the  defensive,  the West would be 
handicapped  by a conparatively  shorter  list of implementation 
measures  taken since.Kelsinki  than  that  of  the  East.  There 
was also a brief  exchange of views on the  extent to which  the 
Vest night wish to criticise  the  East's  implementation of the 
r'ideological struggle" at  the  Belgrade  meeting.  There  were 
a l s o  several  references  to  the  activities and positions of the 
neutral and non-aligned  participants, In the latter respect, 
it was  evident  to the Comaittee  that  this group of countries 
was  approaching the  Belgrade  meeting  seriously,  intending t o  
consult  together  closely,  and to some  extent  should  have 
concrete proposals to  make  at  that  meeting f o r  adding to the 
Final Act provisions and ensuring  future  follow-up  activities. 

BASKET I 

(a) Declaration of Principles 

15. During the discussion on this  item,  it  was  confirmed 
that  this was not only the  section  of  the  Final Act-of pPimary 
interest to the b s t ,  but also the  section  subject t o  the 
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greatest  efforts on the  part of  the  East  to  distort  the 
balance of the docwent and  to  promote  misinterpretation in 
-the West  of  its  relative  importance  to  other  provisions. In 
%his  regard,  care was needed  to  ensure  that  any  references  to 
the  Declaration o f  Principles in bilateral  documents  were 
framed in terms  favourable to the  West.  The  Declaration  was 
a l s o  an area  where,  despite  the  difficulties of defining 
implementation,  the  East was accusing  the  West of deliberate 
ileglect 

16, There was some  discussion  pointing  to  those 
principles in Basket. I .which  were  singled  out for emphasis  by-the . ~ 

&st,  such  as  glnon-intervention in the  internal  affairs of 
Statesf'.  The Colmittee noted  Rornanials  preoccupations  with 
ensuring  the  applicability of all  principles  in  its  relations 
with  the USSR, especially  the  principle on "sovereign  equality". 
In this  latter  respect,  one  delegation  suggested  that  the 
West should  manoeuvre  the  East  as  often as possible  into 
confirming  publicly  the  zpplicability of  the  principles  to 
relations  between  the  Warsaw  Pact  countries. 

(b) CBMs 

17. The  Committee  recognised  that  since  implementation 
" 

OP these provisions of the Final Act would be  inportant at 
Eelgrade, it  was  essential for  the  West to continue to put 
together a full and consistent  record  of  implementation  up 
mtil that  tine, The FRG expert  nevertheless  raised  the 
question  whether the West should continue to notify voluntarily 
nanoeuvres of less  than Z5,OOO to  the  same  extent  as  up to 
now, given  the  Soviet  failure so f a r  to  notify  any  such 
nanoeuvres  and  their  propaganda  attacks  mounted  last  year on 
-Lhe nwlzber  and  size of Western  manoeuvres.  There  was an 
exchange  of  views on this  point.  The  Political,  Committee  was 
dealing  regularly  with  this  whole  subject  including  the 
preparation of lists of  national,  multinational  and NATO 
manoeuvres for 'l976 and the  question of possible  notifications. 
I-i; was  also  monitoring  the  implementation of  lrdarsaw Pact and 
non-aligned  countries. 

AG. The  FRG  expert  also  stressed  his  Government's 
interest  in  being  consulted  with  respect to arrangements f o r  
invitations  to  non-Allied  observers  to  manoeuvres  held on 
German  territory. 

19. Sone views were also expressed on Eastern  attitudes 
t o  date on CBMs, the  general  opinion  being  that  there was no 
readily  discernible  approach as yet. One delegation  thought 
-that  the USSR had not yet made  up  its  mind on how to deal with 
them. Other  delegations  cautioned  about  drawing  conclusions 
ahout  Eastern  approsrches  to CBMs from the  recent  Caucasus 
notification  because of the special character of  this manoeuvre, 
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20. During  the  course of the  discussion  on  Basket I, 
two other  subjects  were  considered briefly: the  Swiss  proposal 
on peaceful  settlement of disputes  and  the  Romanian  proposal 
on the  non-use of  force, 

Brezhnev  Proposals 

21. Because of their  current  interest  and  political 
content,  the  Political  Committee  held an exchange of views on 
the new Brezhnev  proposals  for  separate  conferences  on 
energy,  transport  and  the  environment.  This  was in par t  a 
follow-up to  the  initial  discussion  held in the  Economic 
Coumittee  with CSCE experts on A6th March, 1976. 

22. The  Cormittee was informed  of  the  initial  views of 
Romanian  Authorities on the proposals  as  communicated by 
Ambassador  Lipatti  to  Belgian  Authorities on 38th March. The 
Romanians found the  proposals  interesting in substance  but 
were  hesitant as regards  Conference  procedures,  which they 
felt  must  be  based on CSCE  practice.  The  Committee  was  also 
briefed by the UK expert on the  views of the  Secretary  General 
of the Econornic  Conmission f o r  Europe, Mr. Stanovnik. 

23. One  delegate  reported his authorities'  opposition 
t o  the  three  proposed  conferences.  Several  other  delegates 
said  that  the  initial  reactions of  their capitals  was also 
cautious  and  sceptical. The proposals  appeared designed t o  
sidetrack  attention  from  Basket III provisions  and  possibly 
from  the  Belgrade  meeting.  The ECE was  already  active in the 
areas  covered by the proposed  conferences  and  should  continue 
to be the  main f o m  for them. Even  if  the  conferences  could 
be  nade  acceptable  to  the  West  they  should  not be held  before 
Belgrade . 

24. In view of the  major  political  considerations 
involved in the  Brezhnev  proposals a number of delegations 
expressed an interest in keeping  the  subject  before-the 
Political  Committee on a regular  basis, and in remaining 
close  liaison wi-6h the Economic  Committee as regards  its 
consideration of the economic  aspects  of  the  proposals. 

in 

BASKET III 

(a)  Human  Contacts 

25. As a result  of  the  thorough exchmge of views  and 
Anformation  on  this  subject, it was  evident to the  Committee 
that,  while  there  had been a few minor  improvements in 
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procedure,  there was no evidence that  these had led   to   ac tua l  
improvements i n  htw1an contacts. It was pointed  out  that 
whatever improvements had taken  place would be exploited f o r  
t h e i r  full propaganda value by the  East. 

26. With respect t o  family  reunification  in  particular,  
delegations  noted  that  while  there had been some small 
improvements in  the  Soviet   imigration  procedures,   there 
was no evidence o f  a CSCE-related increase  in   the number O? 
successful  cases  either  in  the USSR o r  in   other  Warsaw Pact 
countries.   In  fact ,  w i th  respect t o  Romania, and t o  a lesser  
extent-   the  GDR, the  number o f .  successful  cases were. down ancl 
the   s i tuat ion seemed generally worse f o r  aspiring emigraa-Ls. 
The records of  Czechoslovakia and Bulgaria were also s t i l l  
bad. Of the  Eastern Communist countries, Hungary and 
Yugoslavia were generally viewed as  having the most posi t ive 
a t t i tude .  The Committee noted that   there  were some exceptions 
t o  these  general  inpressions  arising from ac t iv i ty   r e l a t ed  %O 
spec ia l   b i l a t e ra l  arrangements between certain  countries wh%ch 
were unrelated t o  the  Final Act. 

27. The Cormittee a l s o  discussed  the  question 09 t ravel ,  
giving  particular  a.ttention t o  the  issue of  visas. Nos t  
delegations  reported  that  the USSR and some others had 
approached the i r   au thor i t ies ,   in   the   recent  past seeking  eitl2er 
various improvements i n   t h e  Western visa  procedures  especielly 
i n   t h e  time required  to  acquire  viaas, o r  the  termination 
o f  certain  visa  requirements  altogether. Such approaches 
had been accompanied by references t o  the Final Act. 

28. During the course o f  the  discussion on the  subject 
o f  visas a number of  points were raised f o r  consideration. 
It wss noted tha t  the Final Act d id  not  specifically  include 
.a provision f o r  abol i t ton of visa  requirements .and that  t h e .  
USSR and i t s  a l l i e s  had, therefore, no direct   basis  for 
t h e i r  approaches o r  cause t o  c r i t i c i s e   t h e  West.  J!4oreover, 
*he f a c i l i t a t i o n  o f  t rave l ,  which was spec i f ica l ly  mentioned 
Fn the  Final Act, WÛS not just confined t o  visas  but 
referred t o  the  entire  exercise of preparing for t rave l ;  the 
West should be aware of  the  length and d i f f i cu l ty  of 
procedures Paced by Eas te rn   t rave l le rs   in   the i r  own countries 
(e.g. i n  obtaining a passport) and should remind the  East 
of this when approached on improving visa  procedures. It 
was recognised -Ynat the  visa  question appeared t o  be one on 
which the  East v m s  concentrating;  the  implementation  record 
on visas  alone  could  seen  favourable t o  the East a t  Belgrade, 
and the more corilprehensive security  controls i n  Eastern 
countries permit-ked them  more leniency  in  dealing w i t h  v isa  
zpplications 
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29, One point  raised  during  the  discussion  on  human 
contacts,  but  which  applied  more  to  other  Basket III provisions, 
was  the  campaign  on  the  part of the  East  to  insist  that 
implementation of these  provisions  was  subject  to  reciprocity; 
%or exanple,  that  agreenent  to  permit  the  import of certein 
numbers of  titles  and  copies of Western  books be matched by 
an  undertaking froi-n the  West  to  import  similar nmbers of 
titles and copies of  Eastern books. Those  delegations who 
stressed  the  question  believed  that  these  arguments nust be 
firmly  rejected and that  the  West  should  maintain  their 
fundamental  opposition  to  barriers  to  the  free  flow of peoples 
a d  information. 

30, The Co1;lmittee was reminded  that in this  and  other 
respects  the  West  Dust  contest  Eastern  efforts  to  distort  the 
Basket III provisions of the  Final  Act. It was also  recognised 
that  much  effort was still  required to secure  implementation 02 
human contacts  provisions  especially  since  they were of  major 
importance  domestically in the  West, Some delegations also 
mentioned  the  necessity of  2nd problems  involved  in monitorinS. 
Eastern  implementation, such as in collecting  ststistical 
and  procedural  information, 

Inf orr;?a-l;ion 

31, The  exchange of views  and  information  in  the 
Committee on this  section of Basket III revealed  that  there 
had  been  certain snlall improvements  in  Soviet  performance 
with  regard  to  working  conditions  for  journalists,  but  that 
in other  areas  very  little  progress  was  evident,  and  that, 
in  general,  performance  showed  differing  trends. 

%O the  Soviet  decision t o  extend  multi-entry  and exit visas 
to resident  Western  journalists  and  to  ease  travel  restrictions, 
Despite  these  improvements,  there  were  still  cûses in which 
journalists  had  been  refused  .visas  by  the USSR, The FRG 
Delegation  also  noted  that  Czechoslovakia  remained  restrictive 
in granting  any  journalist vitsas, while  the GDR had  recently 
made  their  first  refusal  of  journalist  visa  applications. 
Some s l i g h t  improvement in the USSR in other  matters  affecting 
journalists were noted. 

32. Delegations  discussed  their  experiences  with  regarcl 

33. Some delegations  remarked on the  recent  Soviet 
decision to increase  the  availability of Western  newspapers 
and  periodicals  in  the  3ovlet  Union,  Other  than some increase 
in titles and  copies of these  publications in major  tourist 
hotels, no wider  availability  had  been  noted t o  date, 

attempt  recently t o  secure  Soviet  agreeuent to exchanges of 
lecturers.  This was achieved,  despite  initial Soviet 

3 4 ,  The  Cana.dian  Delegation  reported on a successful 
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35. The Cornmitteels a t ten t ion  was directed t o  e f for t s  
on the   par t  of the East, such as a t  W S C O ,  t o  claim t h a t  
Vestern governlnents were responsible f o r  the  content of 
Xestern media The Yest  should r e s i s t  such claims and 
should  uphold  the  principle of  the independence of news media, 

36, It was noted tha t   t he  USSR and other Warsaw Pact 
countries were mounting an at tack on Western r ad io  broadcasts, 
i n  par t icu lar  those of Radio Free Europe  and Radio Liberty. 
The Committee was reminded tha t   there  was no basis i n   t h e  
Final Act f o r  these  attacks , 

(c)  Culture  ând.Education 

37. A br ief  exchange of  views indicated  that   there had 
been  sone  Western success in   inser t ing  references t o  the CSCE 
r'inal Act in   cul tural   agreenents  with the  East, The  West 
should be prepared t o  defend i ts  record  as  regards  teaching of 
lmguages and t rans la t ion  o f  books, both points on which they 
were vulnerable t o  c r i t i c i sm by the  East, There was also a 
brief discussion o f  the need t o  ensure  that  the US and  Canada 
were invited t o  any neetings  held  as  part of the follow-up 
-to the  Final Act, Di f f icu l t ies   in   th i s   respec t  had a r i sen  
with a Congress o f  European University  Directors  to be held 
shor t ly   in   Tr ies te ,  I ta ly .  

-.. 

FOLLOW-UP 

33. In view of  the  thorough  discussion  already  held 
e a r l i e r   i n   t h e  meeting on the  subject of Belgrade 1977, there  
V E S  l i t t l e   fu r the r   comen t .  The  Committee nonetheless 
welconed the detailed  briefing  given by the  Belgian  Expert 
on -the  views of the Romanian o f f i c i a l ,  Ambassador Lipa t t i ,  who 
had v is i ted  Brussels on 18th March, It was noted t h a t   i n  
reply t o  Anbassador Lipa t t i  %he Belgians had reserved- t h e i r  
posit ion as regards the organization and  outcome of the 
Belgrade  meeting , 

39. The Chairm.n commented t h a t  while it might prove 
advisable  in  the  inmediate  future  to  continue t o  reserve  the 
Uestern  position as regards  the  Belgrade  meeting, it might 
a lso sometimes be helpful t o  draw on some of the general  points 
which had been made by earlier  speakers with regard t o  that  
meeting.  Speakers had recognised that  the Western a t t i tude  t o  
Belgrade would depend both on the degree of  implementation OF 
the  Final Act  and  on t h e   s t a t e  o f  East/?liest re la t ions between 
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Helsinki  and  Belgrade.  They  had  attached  importance  to  both 
aspects of the  neeting  mentioned in  the  Final Act,  namely 
review  of  implementation  and  provisions f o r  further  progress 
in the  future.  They  had  also  stressed  the  need f o r  the 
meeting  to  consider  all  parts of the  Final  Act,  and f o r  it -bo 
be organised in such a way  that  issues  of  importance  to  the 
Zest  could  be  considered in a thorough  and  businesslike ma me^*, 
thus offering a reasonable  chance of achieving  real  further 
progress. 

agreement  amongst  those who had  spoken on the  importance of 
consultation in NATO in preparation for Belgrade. A good 
deal  of  thinking would now have  to be done in capitals  before 
the  next major discussion  within  the  Political  Committee. 
Meanwhile,  any  delegation  could  raise  the  subject in the 
Committee  whenever  they  wished,  and  the  Committee would continue 
to exchange  views on implementation,  and to gather  informatiol? 
regarding  Eastern  representations  about  Belgrade  and  regarding 
the  attitude of neutrals and non-aligned  to  that  meeting, as 
well as to list Eastern  criticisms of the  Western  irsplementation 
perf  ormance. 

was  the  view of  the FRG expert  that  this  entire  matter be kep-2 
under  review in appropriate NATO Committees  and  that  Western 
States re-exmine the  material on the  subject  and  possibly 
quietly  contact the States in question  to find o u t  if  they 
wanted t o  attend  Eelgrade 1977. 

. .  . . 

40. The Chc?iman also noted  that there had  been widespmad 

41 . With  respect  to  the  Mediterranean  Declaration, it 

TECHNIQUES FOR MONITORING  EASTERN IMPLEmNTATION AND 

42. The Comittee considered  the  draft  questionnaire  on 
implementation of the Final  Act  prepared by the  International 
Secretariat and circulatecl in advance  of  the  meeting as 
POLADS(76)lO dated 10th March, 1976. Subject  to  some  minor 
changes,  there was general  agreement  that it be  circulated 
t o  Delegations for cornpletion  on a voluntary  basis by 
national  authorities. It was suggested  that a similar 
questionnaire on ?\restern  implementation of the  Basket III 
grovisions on human  contacts  and  information  would  be  useful, 
and  that  the  Economic  Committee  night  prepare a questionnaire 
on Basket II implementation,  Consideration of the possible 
preparation of a questionnaire  covering  culture and education 
aspects of Baske-t III could  await  the  results of the  neeting 
il? lashington of %he  East-West  Cultural  Contacts  Group now 
taking  place. 
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SUGGESTED FORMAT OF NATIONAL  CONTRIEUTIONS FOR POLITICAL 

43. The  PolLtical  Cornittee  noted tha t  national 
contributions might be  drawn up on the basis of the  suggested 
format for the  Conmitteers  secoad bi-anntlal report on CSCE 
implementation  circulated as h e x  A to  document 
POLADS(76)3(Revised) dated  13th  February, 1976, Delegations 
were requested -60 provide  any  national  contribution by 
31st March, 1976. 
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