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INTERMEDUTE: REVIEW 1963 
- .- .I ." . . .- .. 

CmPTZR ON GREECE . . .. 
GrS. 196% 

:, L .  

. . I  

. ;I. . Principal features of the Greek defence effort 

'."a:- . Fully ..aware of the  extent of her  responsib2lllties 
within the. Alliance, Greece  inf'ormed her NATO partners i n  '4962 
that unless she 'received"sufTicient extemal  aid for 2 963 arid 
1964, in  order 'to fill ',the gap which NATO recognised  existe.d , , 

between .defence requirements and resources  estimated  available ' 
f o r  that  purpose,  she would be obliged t o  'reduce her forcé 
contribution for these two years, 

; , , i2.1 ~Fof l ,ow~ng the.  resolutions adopted by the C ~ ~ n t G i l  ' l a s t  
.December (.C-M.(62 )l 54(F%nal).), several member countries agpeed to J 972i 

.' '. :ex'tend a certain amount 'of aid t o  GPecce for 1963, Implementa- 
tion of? the ,1963 national  plans (Project Athcna - 1963) which' . 

were submitted t o  the .NATO Uili tary Authorities only l a s t  $dayg m-: 
still depends on the effective provision of this HATO aid. 

. .  . .  

...-A""" 

. . 3 . '  In the absence .of ,any information on the aid which'she 
mzy expect to- receive' from her allies, Greece had. not been able 
to report her' force  plans f o r  1964, However, during-  the 
Examining Session, the Greek Authorit ies accepted as. force goals 
for  1964. the minimum military requirements. l i s t e d  in< SHAPE . ' . ' :  

document 175/63$, it. being understood  that ' their  implenientatï,on 
depended on the  receipt by. Grecce. of external a id  under various 
forms and notably of the  aid foreseen f o r  that ycar in 
Resolutions C-N(62)58 and C-M(62)154(Fim.l)~. - According to the 
Greek :Authorities, the level of their   forces  wou3.Q have t o  be 
subs-t;antially  reduced i n '  4 964, should .Greece r,ot 'receive 
as6i'st.ancc from .her a l l i e s  as in 1963. The NELTO Mili'tary 
Aut.horities  consider  that such a reduction would seriously . 
jeopardize the balance o f  forces i n  the Eastern sector of the 
Alliance, which has already been affected by the recent  increase 
in Bulgaria's military potential. 
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A t o t a l  of 10  divifsians, of which 5 &Day divisions, 4 1st 
echelon  divisions and one 2nd echelon  division; i n  addition, 
two divisions and 9 l i gh t  inf'antry &-S t o  be assigned 

. t o  SATO.  i n  the event of  mobilisation; 8 mlssile units,. : 
- .  '(6  hdyiezer .and two Honest John ba t te i ies ) .  . '  . ' :  * - * - . -  ' I -  " . . . _  . ... , .. . 2 . _ _  

Navx - 

In  category A: two submarines and,' under  nztionrtl command, 
25 combat un i t s  (including -12 dcstroycrs or escorts)  and 
various mphibiaus  craft. -. '. - -. . , .  

A i r  Force 
" .." . ... 

In t o t a l ,  9 squadrons of 191 a i rc raf t ,  of which 5 strike/ 
reconnaissance squadrons three a i r  defence'. squad.rons and one 
trxnsport -squadpan; i n  addition, 'one high-eXtitudë  'surface- 
to-air.  missile  unit. 

. .. 

. .  

5. ' The t o t c l  strength o f  the  thre'e'services  (excluding 
security  forces)  should rench the  level of -about 157,000- men a t  
end-1963, as against d54,OOO a t  end-1962. . Despite a:s.light.. . 
improvement, the.'proportion of regulars, $0 the t o t a l -  strength 
remains inadequate (l 7%) y The length of mîL$tary ,service. i s  ...24 
months i n  thc Lmy and 30 months in   the Navy a d  Air Force, 

. .  
. c  

6, Greece 'S present economic.  and finaci'al.  -resources a d  
her  .industrial  production  capacity are such that- she-is still. 
a lc lps t  entirely,, dependent.. on e xternal aid f o r  aP.mLgg and equippi 
her fo rces  and for supplies of  POL, .spare _Darts-, . e t c .  The 
greater $art of defence appropriations i s  devoted t o  the. 
maintenance and operation cf the Armed Forces. 

7; Greece's defence expenditures .remained at approximately e 
the same level i n  1961 and l 962. (about 5 .milliard drachmae); . 

Lzbout 11% was covered by counterpart funds .of' United StatBs ' . 

economic aid. It w a s  thus  possible t o  mainte-in the.  national *:. 

budgetzry e f for t  a$, about. 4.5 milliard, which. Pepes$nte:d..cbout 
4.5% o f  the gross. nation31 product, In 9963, it- i s  estimated . . 

that.Greecc's o m e f f o r t  will amount t o  4.8 millfard,.i';e, 4.L& 
of the.  estimated  gross.national'product . ,  

8. Amex I' shows the plbnned s ta tus  of the Greck.forces a t  
end-1963, as set out during  the -l 962 Triennial Review and i n  the 
reply t o  the 1963 Intermediate Review ckcstiomaire and conprlres 
them with the XITO Militmy lmthori t ies   f inal  programmes.for. end- 
136k. h e x  II contains   s tz t is t ical  data i n  gmgh-form, showing 
trends i n  the Greek defence e f for t .  

. I .  
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11. Defence finance 
. . . .  

A .  

" . . .  

9 ,  . During .thi.s f inancial  year9. Greece's  defence . . . . .  

expenditures amounted to 5,102 m$lki,on drachmae., . thus showing a 
sl ight  increase (l ,3%) over the 1961 figure,  They were covered 
to. the .extent of .,54Q,millfon drachmae by ,couterp.art: funds of 
United Sta6es economic aid ($1 8 million);  Greece.ts.-om effort. 
was ,.therefore 1imi:ted. t o  4,,562 million drachme  (equivalent to 

, $1 52. 'mil12,0n2). I . . .  . . .  

. . . . . . . .  

. . . .  . .  . . .  . .  . .  - 
- .  . .  . r ... 

. . .  l O:. . According . to ' . the  reply t o  1RQ(63), ;defence expendktures 
thhs year should.:wonnt to 5?535 million drachmae a ,. However, . . 

:%hese Fo.resa$t.s wi3-T. probably have t o  be revised  since. t,hey assume 
th@t the'. equivalent. amount i n  drachmae, (705 milllion); of. .,the . to , ta l  
antxcipa'ted NLTCj aid .($23.5. million) will be fÜ1I.y utilised... . .  

. '1.1 .' 'On the basis'of current  forecasts, .the defence effor-t : 

. . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .  . .  

financed from national resources  should amount this year t o  : - i  
4,840: rnil1i.m dr.achmae.. ;($l 61 millLon),., .i ,e, an increp-se o p  nearly 
6% over, the cor.responding amount fop 1962, 

- .. . .  . . . . . . .  . . .  . . .  . . _  . . .  
. , . ,  . .  .. .. .. ' " I , 1964 f ' i n ~ c i a l  year, 

. ,. . 
. .  

. .  . . .  I\ . . .  

1 2 ,  No f.in.ancia1 e.stirnates have been provided fop-  the..next 
finwic:ial ycdy, The  amount .of defence  expenditures- w i l l  depend- 
on .tilie 'budget..decis,ions  tuken by 'the Eew' Government following. the 
general ë l e c t i o n ' h  .NovembG+? 1963 ana on the extent and .nature .of 
the assistance  received by Greece from her Allies, 

. .  . , ,  ' 

XII . . % .  uco'nomic considerations . . . . .  
. i  . . '  . .  

. . . .  . . .  - .  

-For:.several years,' Greece's  defence  expendihres . . . . .  
(financed from her' own resources) have been increasing less rapidly 
eh= ' the  "natt'onal product ' a d  the  proportion of the l a t t e r  devoted 
t o  the  military  effort which was' 'still 5% i n  l960 f e l l  t o  4.5% in 
1962,. md,.in 1963, on the ,basis of .present  estimates, is .unlikely 
t o  e,xceed 4.4$(1 ).. However, though the. share of  budgetary..: . : 

"rece2pt-s ab-sor-bed' by defence 'has fa l len ,  i t  s t i l l  represents 
nearly, , g  quarter I of, 'the to t a l ,  Even 'allowing f o r  certain  fareggn 
exch'dnge -receipts under the coqmon inf rastruc.ture pr-ogr.amme ,,, the 
mili$,ary . 'effort   entails  .a net.. expendihme abroad equivalent to . :  

roughly. 3%- of the balapce .of  payments deficit , ,  . The Armed Forces 
account f o r  2 re lat ively high .proportion of manpower (4,8%), but 
given . . . . . . . . . .  the - leve l  of' &employment and under-employment this does not 
--cause any undue- s t r i i n  on the labour market.. .There is ,  however, 
competit2ori between.the  .civilian sescto'r m d  the Armed Forces f o r  

3 p e  r- 

. .  

. .  centage .vias .5 .P% in l 960, 5 ..@, i n  l 961 , roughly 5 .l $ i n  l p62 
and will probably be of . the. mune. order of magnitude i n  1963. 

. . . .  . . . . .  
. . . .  . .  . .  - .  . . . . . .  . . .  . .  

. . . .  > .  ' . '(,Page '3 .of !I 1.. pages) . COSMIC TOP SECRET 
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the North Atlantic  Councilresolution C-M(62)57,' under  the aegis of 
the O X D ,  t o  co-ordinate and increase  the  assistance which remains 
essential,  there i s  no f e a r  of an ex8ernal payments c r i s i s   i n  .the 
immediate future. Gold  and foreign exchange reserves have 
continued t o  r i s e   i n  1963 but  indebtedness on account of import  
credits have increased by a roughly similar amount. LBs t  Suly, 
the reserves amounted t o  $283 million,  i .e.   nearly  six months' 
imports, 

t 7, On the whole, i t  would seem that ,  without slowing .dom 
her .economic expansion, Greece should be i n  a p o s i t i o n   i n  1964 t o  
devote more resources t o  the common defence than i n  1963, . Taking 
account, c511 the one hand, of the  urgent need t o  imp.rove. the 
effectiveness  of"the Greek flr&d.F'orces and, on the  other, of the 
favourable economic prospects, i t  would seem that an increase of 
the,  order of 5% (i.e. -rough17 $8 m i l l i o n  above the  present  estimated 
level of $1 61 million-for 1963). would not be  beyond the ,country's 
capabili t ies.  A t  the' very most, t h i s  .would probably . m e a n  that 
the share of the gross na6ional produret. devoted by Greece $0 her 
defence ef"fort could be .kept a t  i ts  present  level, 

N. _Summary progress repopt on the Greek defence efforE 

.98, On the whole, the Greek military  contribution.lin. 1963 
differs  significantly Prom the reduced progrqmes acceptëd i n  1962 
by the lfATO MilitaPy Authorities as 8 result ,of .the  proposals put 
furward by the Greek Authorit ies,  These .differences. can' :be mainly 
ascribed to the fact  that  Greece does not t h i s  yekr'have all. the . 

resources acknowledged t o  be necessary  in.  order t o  give full effect  
t o  the KAT0 mili tary programmes. . . .. . . .  

. .  . .  . .  
. . A r q  

. .  19. Only  one iWantry  division.,  .instead of t%o, can be re- 
organized this year i n  .compliance with the -request of the IUT0 
B i l i t a r y  Authorities, owing t o  the lack o f  ,the  necessary' equipment, 
which i s  expected t o  be delivered undw external aid. For: the same 
reason, the Thrace division,  although  strengthcned; i s  not  up t o  
t.he standards laid down f o r  first echelon major uni ts  md the  build- 
up of a th i rd  Honest John battalion cannot be undertaken. I-t has 

been possible t o  give a nuclear capabili ty t o  two howitzer 
bat ter ies ,  The  number o f  non-organic support units remains quite 
inadequate'. 

. . .  

20. For  reasons of economy, the  naming  strength  ceiling  has 
been set this year a t  II 7,000 men - as against 114.,000 ztt end-? 962 - 
whereas the  implementation of NATO programmes  would  have rcquir2d 
425,000 men.  The  scheme t o  recrmit 9,500 volunteers, envisnged i n  
1962 i n  order t o  fill the  gaps resulting from the low birth rate 
Y e a %  end t o  increase  the  proportion oi' regulars has had t o  be 
abandoned. In the  circumstances, i t  has not been possible t o  
bring the manning strength of first echelon units up t o  thc inter- 
mediate standards (&C@ instead o f  the required 4573), while  the 
ProPop~;ion of' regulars   in   the  total  manning strength remains low 

(Page 5 of 1 1 pages) COSMIC T.OP SECRET 
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' 21. The equipment position is particthrly  disquieting  since 
i t  seriously  affects  the  tactical.mobility of the Greek Army,  
There are  critical  deficiencies  in  the  basic  load of units,.  
especially  in combat or transport  vehicles snd anti-aircraft  
a r t i l l e ry .  Moreover, some of the equipment in  service is  obsolete 
o r  i n '  poor condition and should be.-renewed.  Reserves of equipment 
are'practically  non-existent and the level  of ammunition stocks : in  
most cases  inadequate. 

. Navy- 

22* . Nearly all the  ships .of the Greek f lee t   a re  of World 
mar XI construction and t o  a l l   i n t en t s  and purposes  obsolete, 
M Q P ~ O V ~ P ,  ' there  are shortfalls i n  category A in   re la t ion t o  the 
numbers ré.quired  under the NlTO programmes, Although they exceed 
in number the  figure  stipu1ate.d  in  the programmes, the5amphibious 
craft. have a l imited  abi l i ty  t o  czrry out t he i r  assigned  mission- 
of 'providing. support for the Army, It is unlikely  that a n y .  

solution,  other  than a pa r t i a l  one, wîlf be found t o  these. 
d i f f icu l t ies   in ' the   near  future, either  nationally or with the 
present level of  external  aid, . The proportion of regulars and 
the numbcj?; *of' .te'chntc.i'trs 'dre 1Xatiequa-k .. ; . . .  

' .Air ForGe 
. .  

. .  23.  The composition ,of the .Greek A i r  Force has remained 
vir tual ly   ychanged  in  -l 963. Owing t o  delays i n  the  delivery of 
.mgde,rA;aircraft under external  aid, there i s  a shortfall   in.  
national  plans for t h i s  year o f  two squadrons (24 a i r c ra f t )  out of 
8 t o t a l  of l 1  squadrons (21 5 aircraf t )   s t ipulated  in   the HATO 
military programmes.  Moreover, more than onc th i rd  of the 
a i r c ra f t   i n  service have a limited  capability OP are  even  obsolete, 

. 24. Qualitatively,  the A i r  Force is-  not  entirely.up t o  the 
interim WTO standards; in  particular,  number of' flying 
hours Per p i l o t  per month  amounts t o  only l 4  hours  instead of 46, 
J'Although the'posit ion with regard t o  the  supply of spare parts  has 
improved, the  level of combat readiness i s  s t i l l  inadequate i n .  
one th i rd  of the squadrons. Operational  reserves f o r  air-to-air 
-missiles  are below the required level 

- .  
25. Li t t l e  progress has been made w i t h  the effort t o  

increase the Survivability of the Air Force, owing t o  the  shortage 
of f'unds. 

I C+OS;l4IC TO? SEGRET 
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v. Summary military  appreciation of the  Greek  contribution to 
NATO arid final recommendations of the NATO Military 
Authorities 

26, The EAT0 Military  Authorities  appreciate  the emphasis 
which  Greece  places  both on deterreme'of limited  aggression 
along i ts  borderi; and general war. The growing deficiencies in 
the  combat  capabilities of the:Hellenic  Forces  are of  grave 
concern  and  it is consïdered ess'ential  that  necessary  means be 
found t o  enable Greece' t o  f u l f i l  h e r  agreed RAT0 commitments 
adequately. "TKey no'te  that  the  Hellenic  Authorities.have 
limited  detailed  information in their reply.  t o  1963; because 
of this  the NATO Military  Authorities are unable to evaluate 
the  capabilities  of.the.  Hellenic.  Forces in 1964, 

- .  . __. . .. -." .... -. . . .. - . .. . .  . .  

27. The growing  deficiencies  in  the  combat  capability of 
the  Hellenic Ground Forces  when compared. with the growing 
strength o f  the  Soviet bloc forces who oppose them  are  matters 
of grave concern, Most critical  deficiencies  exist in Armoured 
Personnel Carriers (AfCs), Medium Tanks and Wheeled Vehicles, 
The reorganization  of  the M-Day Divisions has been delayed 
owing t o  nbn-receipt of required  equipment,'.  Although  the 
Hellenic  Authorities  have  b.een  able t o  meet'almost  all manning 
levels,  including  specialists,  it is regretted that  they will 
n o t  be able to raise the manning level of 1st 'echelon u n i t s  to 
the 45% required by end-1963. There  are  shortfalls  in  unit 
equipment and operational resemes of  equipment. Communication 
equipment is either  obsolescent o r  in short  supply.  The NATO 
Military  Authorities'therefore  consider  that during the  period 
under review the  Hellenic Arny will have a limited  operational 
capability t o  carry out its assigned mission as compared with 
a moderate operational capabili?ty last  year. 

. .  . .. 

28. The major  problem  which  faces  the Royal  Hellenic Mavy 
is the  age of its  ships;  most  vessels are over 20 years' o l d  
and obsolescent,  There  are-shortfalls in category A Destroyers/ 
Destroyer. Escorts (DD/DEs), Submarines (SS/SSKs) and Fast 
' P a t r o l  3oat.s (FPBs.). Furthermore,  the ' ove r  the  beach' 
.unloading'capability  required  in  support of the  Hellenic A m y  
is  inadequate. The proportion of  regular  personnel  issconsidered 
t o  be-low and  cannot be considered offset by the  length o f  
National  Service  which  is 30 months. In addition,  there  are 
shortages in technicians,  particularly in the communications 
and  electronics  field. For  these reasons, during the period 
.under.review t h e  30yal Hellenic Na-q will have  only a limited 
operational capabi l i ty .  

(page 7 o f  -I I 'pages) COSMIC TOP .SECRET 
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Air Porce . . .  1. 

29, It is apparent  that  the Royal Hellenic- , A i r  Porce has 
made a determined  effort to utilise  available  reSOurCeS t o  
maintain as effective a f0rc.e as possible, particularly. by 
improving  the QRA Status. However,  there  are major deficiencies 
in the  numbers  and  types of modern  strike  and  reconnaissance 
aircraft and  the  Interceptor Day Fighters (I-D%) and All Veather 
Fighters (Am) have  limited capabilities'.. . Pilot flying times 
are  below  the  acceptable minimwn, Squadrons .and.command and 
control systems  are vulnerable to surpise attack, The NATO 
PElitary Authorities %herefore consider tha% 'the Ruyxl- Hellenic 
A i r  Porce will continue  to have 8 moderate  operational capability, 

Recommendations 'of the. NATO Military  Authorities 

30. While  recognising the difficulties  which  beset  Greece 
in providing the  resources f o r  defence  and  acknowledging that 
considerable help must be forthcoming from outside sources the 
NATO Military  Authorities urge Greece to implement  the following 
military recommendations. These  recommendations  are  listed in 
order  of urgency  without  regard t o  Service: ; . .  

( l )  Provide the required  combat  and non-combat 
vehicles  and  other  equipment f o r  the Hellenic .Army M t h  
priority to &Day Units. 

( 2 )  Procure  new ships and modernise. or rep1ac.e 
obsolescent Naval Units. 

(3) Provide  aircraft in the number, type and'  rôle 

(4) Take  action t o  reach the required  level of 
operational reserves o f  equipment  and  stocks of ammunition 
in the Army and provide adequate  stock  levels for the Navy, 

required by the MNC Programme. * 
(5) Take every practical  step t o  reduce the vulner- 

ability of Royal Hellenic A i r  F.orce squadrons  and  their 
. associated command and  control system. 

(6) Increase  the  proportion of regulars, prrticularly 
, ' .  technicians and communications/electronics personnel, in the 

Royal Hellenic Navy. 

(7) Increase pilot flying times to the agreed interim 
standard. 

(8) Improve the 'over  beach' unloading capability in 
support of the  Hellenic Army. 

(Page 8 of 11 , pages) 
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FORCES TABLES 

. .  - - The cant r ibn t ion  t o  NATO far end-1963  and end-?.964;.as'-stated'. . 

in the 1962 - ~ .  .. Trienhia l .  Review and i n  the' Reply t o  ARQ(63) and the Najor 
~ATO:si:smmanders' Final'  Proposed .Programme."as approved by the  Standing 
Group 8r.e as follows: (For addi t iona l   de ta i l s   cover ing  all types af 
A-my, BTavy' and A i r  Force Units, ' see Staiistic'al Summary IR(63)GREECE-D/3.) 
i ~. .. ~ . mu . ~ . .... . . . 

This RCT has been  incorporated i n  the ? s t  Echelon Division i n  Thrace. 

In   addi t ion ,  Greece  maintains a t  2nd ehcelon, 2 d iv is ions  and 9 l i g h t  
infantry  regiments which a r e  earmarked f o r  assignment t o  NATO on 
mobilisation. It is  planned  to  convert  the 9 l igh t  infantry  regiments  
by end-1964 i n t o  2 RCT, 4 regiments and 2 l i g h t  infantry  regiments,  a l l  
a t  2nd echelon. 

The Greekkuthor i t ies   accept  as fo rce  g o d s  f o r  '1964 the minimum m i l i t a r y  
requirements of  t he  Major NATO Commanders' programmes l i s t e d   i n  SHAPE 
document 175/63, i t  being  understood  that  their  implementatien  depends 
on the   r ece ip t  of external  aid  under  various forms and  notably  of  the  aid 
foreseen for 1964 in   the   Resolu t ions  C-M(62)58 and C-M(62)154(Final).. 

(Page 9 of 11 pages) COSMIC TOP 'SECRET ' 
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AIR FORCE 

W I" 
i c  

"I""". 

TR(62) j IR(63) 
:omtry poultry 

"- 
l 

p l a n s  i plansb 

! TR( 62) i IR(63) 
/country ;country 
f plans 

SQUADRONS & A1RCW.F 

Light  Bonber/Fighter 
Bonber  Strike 
(LB,/FB S t r ike)  3/75 

Light  Bonber/Fighter 
Bonber Attack 
(LB,/FB At tack) 

l 
I 1/25 

Reconnaissance (Recce) 2/29 

Light-Weight  ReconnaSssance 
(R) - 
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t i 

Interceptor Day Fighter 
( I D N  j 1/25 

Transport (TC) 7/16 
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i 

1 i f  

i i c 
(a) Manned by the Army. 

(b) - Bqyiprwnt not -yet available, 
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