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COMMITTEEF ON INFORMATION AND CULTURAL RELATIONS

1TALISN. POLICY ON_CUT.TURAL EXCHANGES V'ITH THE SOVIET BLOC AND
REICKI'S ON E/CIIANGES DURING THE FIRST HALF OF 1957

Note by the Itanlisn Delegution

The following reports denl with cultural exchanges-
betwecen Italy end the Soviet bloc during the first half of 1957,
but do not proviie a complete and final answer to the gquestionn-
aire prepared bty the Committee on Information and Cultural
Relntions for submission to the various governments,

<, The document does, however, revesl the trend and aims
of Italy's policy in respect of countries such as Poland, whose
governrents have shown less hostility towards the West than
others of the Soviet bloc.

3. By reflecting a trend this document may nevertheless be
snid %o fulfil, though imcumpletely, the main purpose of the
questionnaire referred to above, '

L., Coming after the Hungarian distuxhances of October,1956,
the first half of 1957 was marked, particulurly during the carly
monthis, by & decline in the cultural contacts between Italy and
the Iron Curtain countrics,

5 Conseqguently, since there had been few cultural contacts
off{icinlly sponsored by the Italian Govcrnment and those of the
Souviet bloc countries during the preceding six months, it can
be seserted that during the period under review, there werc none
ut all,

6, Nevertheless, the fact should not be overlooked taat,
ronging frem reletively sustolned relations with Poland to the
virtunl breck with Hungary ond the countries with which Italy has
no diplomatic relantions, certain contacts and exchanges continued
in the fields of scicnce, art and general culture which, however
sinnous, enobled reletions of some kind to be maintained, <t was
thus possible, towzrds the end of the year, toking edvantage of
a slightly nmore propitious political situmtion, to recume
contnets on a limited senle und to consider the prospects of
somewhet more octive exchanges in the future,
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7. The eriteria which prompted the Italian Governmnent to
support or turn down proposuals made during the period 1n question
by officinl bodies or private individuals, were mainly based on
nn approisal of the intentions behind the proposals, Those
mativated by the desire to fcoten nolitiecal pronasanda or make
converts to Communiem under th- c¢.. .2 of culla.., art or sport
werc rejocted outright, On tlc clhcr hund, favourable consideration
was given to requests for more contacts between Italian and Iron
Curtain scientists put forward with a view to profitable exchanges
of scientific conccpts and information,

8, The Italian Government has made a point of keeping closely
under review the relations between the free countries of the
West - particularly those which are members of NATO - and the
countrics of the Soviet bloc, Its intention in so doing is, of
course, to find useful guidance for the shaping of its own policy,

SOVIET UNION
Itnlion participation in congresses and the like in the USSR

9., It has been decided, in agrecment with all NATO member
countrics, that Italian participation in the International Slavist
Congress (Moscow, September,1958), as well as in the preliminary
mcctings, one of which was held in Prague last Jaonuary, shall not
have any official character, Italian Slavists will be sble to
attend in a private capacity,

10, Towards the cnd of the period under review, the
porticipntion of a score of young non-Communist Italians in the
"World Festival of Youth" was considered and arranged, These
young pcople asdvised to adopt a mocderately critical attitude
within well-defined limits ond discreetly to display their
preference for Western democracy on every suitable occasion,

11, The results of this arrangement, which was carried out
towards the cnd of last July, will be reported elsewhere,

Soviet participation in congresses_in Italy

12, No objection wes raised to the participation, at the
invitation of non-governmental or semi-official bodiece, of Sovict
delegotions, or Soviet scientists ccting in a private capacity in
the tollowing congresses, meetings of scientists, or other
gotherings held in Italy during the first half of 1957:
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- Ccment Committee of the International Commission on
Large Dams (Milan)

- 15th Congress of the Naotional Federstion of Communist
Youth (Bologna)

- 3rd Internotional Congress of Doctors and Surgeons (Turin)

- 11th Notional Congress of the Medical-Athletic Federation
(Noples)

« International Exhibition of Electronics, Nuciear“Physics,
Tclevision and the Cinema {Rome)

- 3rd Intcrnational Conference on Ionisation Phenomena
in Ganses (Venice) '

- Conference on the Actro~-physical Aspects of Cosmic-Ray
Problems (Ravenna), .

Exchanges of Publications, ectc, . .

13, A rcquest from the Soviet Ministry for Culture for an
exchange of Itnlisn and Russian publications dealing with patents
and metiorological and hydrological statistics was complicd with,
An article on "Weights und Mecasures Tables in Italy" has -been
scnt to the Sovicet Encyclopaedia at the rcquest of the editors,

Exhioition of Italian drawincs

14, An exhibition of Italisn drawings previously shown in
Leninsrad in October, 1956 (work by Casorati, Rosai, Messina,
Anna Culvatore, nmong others) opened in Moscow on 22nd Jamuary.
The cxhibition, which was regarded by the critics as interesting
but incomplete, closed on 22nd March to rcopen at Riga end Minsk,

Ncgrtintions for a "Soviet Film Week in Ttaly"

15, During a visit made to the Director-Coneral of Cultural
Relntions in Rome on Lth June, the Sovict Ambassadoer proposed,
among other things, that the suggestion for a Sovict Film Wcek
in Italy, deferred lnst yesor, should now be reconsidered, This
propocal, which wns accepted in principle, is now being eramined,
It would follow the lincs of the Italian Film Week held somc time
oo in Moscow, ’
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16. David Oistrach, the well~known Soviet violinist, gave a
scrics of concerts in Itoly last May, playing in Rome, Venice,
Bologna, Perugia, Milan, Florence, Gznoa and Sienna,

17, A serics of concerts war jivon in Moscow and Leningrad
1ast June by an Itelian light music orchestra conducted by

Nello Segurini,

POLAND
Requost by Poland for Cultural Exchanges

18. Poland has on several occasions made proposals aimed at
strengthening cultural relations with Italy, These include a
proposal to ncgotiate an agrcement on broadcasting and television,
a request for texts of reprcsentative contemporary Italian plays,
requests for documentary films with a cultural, socisl or sports
background, end lastly, a number of requests for various

publications,

Polish participation_in congresscs and the like in Italy

19, Polish specialists attended the following meetings and
congroeses in Italy:

-~ Mcdico-Cardio-Surgical Confercnce (Turin)

3rd Intcrnational Congress of Doctors and Surgeons (Turin)

- Congress of Hospitel Nurses (Rome)
~ Children's Festival (Palermo)
- Internotional Contest of Films for Young People (Palermo)

— Metlhiodological Conference on Research in the Field of
Substances of Animal Origin (Rome)

- Session of the Federotion of Town Planning (Venice)

- 50th Genefal Confercnce of the International Aeronautical
Federation (Palermo)

20, The Polish Library in Rome, which had becen virtually
closed down, has rcsumed its activities following the graniing
of a residence permit to the new Director,

21, During the period under review, many Polish scientists

nnd artists visited Italy to establish contacts with their
Itolion collcegues and widen their cultural horizcn,
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I1tnlinrs in Poland

22. Mpr, Luigi Volpicelli, a member of the tcaching profession,
took purt in the Congress on School Reform organized by the
Polish Tcuchers Associction,

23 A number of other Itzilans - scicntists, journalists
and urtists - visited Poland during the pcriod under review,
some of them ot the invitation of the Polish Government,

2y, There were a few isolated instances of Itallan
participation in Polish sporting evcnts and vice versa,

HUNGARY
Hungnrian participation in congresses and the like in Italy

28, During the period under review, o few Hungarian
Delegntions and Hungarian gcientists acting in a private capacity
tock perrt in the following congresscs and meetings held in Iialy:

3rd International Congress of Doctors and Surgeons (Turin)

- 3rd International Conference on lonisation Phenomena
in Gases (Venice) .

- 22nd International Congrcss'of Typcwriting'and
Stcnography (Milan)

Congress of the Internstional Motorcycle Federation (venice)

Mceting of the International Institute of Refrigeration
(Pndua§

- Conference on /stro-physical Aspecis of Cosmic Ray
Problems (Ravenna)

Exhibitions of painting in Romg

26, Two printing exhibitions each conndeted, though
differently, with the Hungarian disturbances, werc held in Rome,
The firet, organized by the Italian Association for the Frcedom
nt Culturc for the benefit of Hun;arian refugee artists, was
heused nt the "Galleria Nazionale D'Art Moderna' National
G1lcry of Modern Art) in Rome, The second, orgrenized by the
syndicate of Artists at the Exhibiticn Eall in Rorie, was a
compotition-exhibition on the theme:'"The Anti-Cornuunist

Revolutica in Fungary",
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The Jtalian Cultural Institute in Hungary

27. The activities of this Institute, which were suspended
after the cvents of October, 1956, were resumed in January, 1957,
People werc nt first hesitant to go to the Italian Institute,

but pradually returned in steadily increasing numbers to the
Italiun language ccurses and also availed themselves of the other

culturol and srtistic facilitics offered, Its enrolment list for
the scodemic year 1956/1957 contained 2,319 names, or 518 more
than for the preceding year, There was a notable increcase in
the number of young people enrolled,

Hungarian Academy in Rome

28, Little activity is displayed by this Academy, A wing
of the Falconieri Palace,headquarters of the Academy, was taken
over by the "Pontificio Institute Ecclesiastico" after the events
of October, 1956, to house Hungarian refugece students, The
Pontifical Institute has, however, undertaken to vacate the

premises very shortly,

The teaching of Italian in Hungary

29, A Professorship of Italian was set up tentatively at the
University of Szeged in February, 1957,

30, Italian was taught in 60 Hungarian schools during the
acndemic ycar 1956/1957, i.e, 23 more than during the preccding
yeur,

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

Czcech porticipation in congresses ond the like in Italx

31. Czech Dclegrtions, as well as individuals acting in
8 private capecity, attended the following mcetings and congresses
hcld in Italy:

-~ 50th General Conference of the International Aeronautical
Federation (Palermo)

- 3rd Internationsl Congress of Doctors and Surgeons (Turin)
-~ Electronies Congress (Rome)

- 3rd International Congress on Ionisation Phenomona in
Gases (Venice)

- Congress of the International Motorcycle Federntion (Venice)
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L1 *~nn in Czechoslovalia

52. The Milan Folytechnic and the University of Rome both
scut u foew represcntatives to the cercmonics held last May to

- cclebrate the 250th unniversary of the founding of tie Prague

Pclytuechnie,

33. The violinist Giocondza De Vito and the nianist Arturo
Bencdcetti Michclangeli both gave recitals at the International
Musie Festival held in Praguc in Moy, Their performances were
wirmly nppiuuded by both the publice and the critics.

34, In Janusry and February, 1957, the maestro Antonio
Pedrotii conducted the Pregue Philhermonic Orchestra in a scries
of 6 concerts which also met with considerable success,

35, Professor Giovanni Sansonc, tencher of mathematics
at iLle "Ulisse Dini" Institute in Florence gave two lectures
in Prague in June,
2C¢., Dr, Ludmilla Pederaiova, of Progue, gove a series of
Je:*ures nt Urbino University on Czech art and its relation to
Itzl"nn art, at the invitation of the university authorities,

37. The Janccek Quartet gave concerts in Turin, Aquila,
Mescina and other towns during March, 1957,

38, Italo-Czech sports m.etings werc held both in Itcly and
Czechoslovakin, but ticy were very small in number,

59, Itnlian and Czech nthletes took part individually in
various contests in both countrics,

RI'MANTA

Rumanirn participation i: rongresses and the 1like in Italy

LO, Rumznian Lelcgations and Rumanians acting in a private
caprelty avtended the following meetings in Italy:

- Children's Festival (Palermo)

- ?O@h Gegcral Cuonference of the International Aeronsutical
Foedcration (Palermo)

- ?3@? iytcrnational Congress of Typewriting and‘Sténography
vilila :
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L1. An exhibition of Rumanian folk art was held in Rome,
Milan 2nd Bolognao,

L2, Professor Simeon Stailov lectured in Rome at the
invitation of the Institute of Higher Mathematics, A lecture on
folklore was given by Prcfessor Kihai Pop,

Itnlians in Rumania

43, / numbcr of Itel ians took part in the National Congress
of Nedicsl Sciences of the Rumenian Pcoples' Republic held in
Bucharest, ’

L, Ceremonics marking the 250th anniversapy of the birth
of Goldoni took place in Bucharest, and a lecture was given by
the director of the Bucharest Theatre on this occasion,

A performance of "Arlecchino servo de due pzséroni (Harlecquin
ot the scrvice of two mosters) was organized by the Institute
for Cultural Relations with Foreign Countries,

L5, An exhibition of reproductions of drawings ond studies
by Leonordo dc Vinci was held at the Rumanian Institute in
Bucharcst under the sponsorship of UNESCO,

46, Contacts betwecen the two countries for sports were
few during the period under review,

BULGARIA
Bulparisn participation in congresses and the like in Italy

L7. Bulgarians attended the following congresses held in
Italy:

~ 3rd International Congress of Doctors and Surgeons (Turin)

- %an I?tcrnational Congress of Typewriting and Stenography
Milan

L8. A group of Bulgarian technicians visited irrigation
and droinage installations and projects at the invitation of
the University of Padua,

IJtolians in Bulgaria

L9, Professor Ricardo Picchio, Professor of Russian
litcrature at the University of Florence, visited Bulgaria last
May, «t the invitation of the University of Sofia ond the
Bulgnrian Academy of Sciences, He gave a lecture in Bulgarian
on the trend of Slavic studies in Italy and another in Italian
on the sume subject,
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50, Profcssor Plcchio also made some very inter'utlng contacts
with Bulgarian men of lcetters,

"51, The 250th anniversary of the birth of Carlo Goldoni,
the Venetion writer, wes glso celebrated in Bulgarie., The reasons
which led ncoarly oll the Communist eountriss to pay special
tribute to Goldoni were given special prominence in Bulgaria,
At the ceremonies held in Sofia which, it should be noted, were
organizcd by the "Peace Mover.:nt", Goldini vuS shown as the
chempion of progressivc idend and the cncmy of feudalism, the
aristocracy, the Church, Catholic reaction and so forth,

52, At Sofia, 'a lecture was given by Nicolai Doncev, the
writer, followed by the Soviet film YArlecchino servo de due
padroni’, based on the play by Goldini,

E/ST GERRMANY

53. No official cultural exchanges were possible owing to
the absence of dipiomatic relstions between Italy and Bast
Germany,

Congresses and Meetings in Italy, Participation of East
Jormnang A

54, East Germans participated in a privatc capacity in the
following mecetings in Italy:

~ Children's Pestival (Palermo)

European Cement Congress (Rome)

2nd Congress on Plant Biology (Turin)

*

3rd Internetional Conference on Ionisation Phenomena in
Gascs (Vcnice)

55. Thc Heenschke Quartet from Leipzig gave a few concerts in
Italy during February,

56, The "Thomaos Mann Centre' was inaugurated in Rome last
April, While purporting to be a cultural institute, this Centre
is, in fact. intended to be an instrument of Soviet propaganda
at the service of the East Berlin Government, Its activities
werce on a very reduced scale.

57. A £ilm directed by Luigi Commencini, "Finestra cul
Luna-Park" (Window overlooking Luna-Park),was successfull, shown
nt the Berlin Film Festival, together with English, Fren:a,
fryentine and other films,
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58, The Perugia Opers Comrany gave successful performances

of "Rita", "Don Pasquale" end "I1 Campanello" by Donizetti,
whizh werc well received by music eritics in East Germany,

59, Professor Romolo Ferrari took part in the International

Music Congress held in Helle during February, 1957,
M. Enrico Bompiani, Projessor at Rome University, was present at
the ceremonics held in East Belin to commemorate the 250th

anniversary of the birth of Euler,

€0, Therc were virtually no meetings between Italian and
E-3t German sports tcams, in either country.

AIBANIA

61, Therec were no cultural exchanges during the period
undcr review,

CHINESE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC

62, The fact that there ore no diplomatic relations between
Itoly and Communist China quite naturally reduced cultural
rclations between the two countrics to a minimum, It should,
however, be said that Italy is watching events in that: country

with the attention they dcserve,

Participation of Communist China in congresses and the like
in Italy

63, The "Chinese Circus of Pekin" toured Italy in Janunry
and Fctruary,

6L, Chinecse scicntists attended the meetings of the 3rd
tntcernational Confercnce on Ionisation Phenomena in Gases held
in Venice, Others attended the Children's Festival at Palermo,

Italians in China

65. A study teom sent by the Italien Institute for the
Middle and Far Eecst left Rome on 16th March, 1957, for a month's
visit to China, It included Mr, Mariano Impcriali, Sccretary
General of the Institute, Dr, Albert Giuganino and the Chinese
experts Mr, Lionette Lanciotti and Mr, Martin Bencdikter,

66, The members of the team have written interesting reports
on the results of their mission,
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67. AN group of Italicn film stars directed by Mr. Leonardo
rossi nnd Mp, Giancarlo Vigorellil started werk on a full length
film to be called "I1 Fiume CGiallo" (The Yellow River), during
the period undur review, Tne purpcse of this documncentary film
iz to pive an unbinsced, non-politicual picturc of China as it
renlly is, against the background of its ancient civilisaticn
anl prescent day transfermetion,

68, "he Italian Government has been given an assurance
thut the film will be completely cbjective,

69, A meeting to arrange exchanges between Italy and China
wis held in Milan cn 8th and 9th June, 1957, It was organized
by the "Centro per lo sviluppo delle relazioni con la Cina®
(Contre for the Development of Relations with China), The
meeting passed o resolution urging an increase in economic, trade
nnd cultural relntions between the two ccuntries and the
ofricial resognition by Italy of the Chinese Peoples Republic.

Palais de Chaillot,
Paris, XVie,
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