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COHIIITTEE OF POLITICAL ADVISEPS 

RELAXATION OF TR-.VrL PSSTLIC ''TONS 
.1 MPOSjjD ClL LET LLPS O P EASTERN 
EUROPEAN MISSIONS IN LONDON 

Note by the United Kingdom Delegation 

Until recently the .situation in the United Kingdom as 
regarda the notification of journeys undertaken by members of 
Eastern European Lissions, was as follows :-

(rO Ii-UlgarIan Legation. All members ( cxcept the Minister 
and his famiIyJ had to give U8 hours' rotice "of intended 
.journeys exceeding 35 miles from Hyde Park Corner; 

(t) Nunga ri an Lo ga t i on. All. members had to give 2U hours' 
notice of intended journeys exceeding 35 miles from 
' Hydfl Park Corner; 

(c) Roummiian Legation. All members had to give kS hours' 
notice of .journeys exceeding 25 miles from Hyde Park 
Corner. 

o 
mo voniont 

When restrictions were originally imposed on the 
of members of Eastern European Missions in London, they 

were declared to he in retaliation for restrictions which had 
Tn viously been imposed upon the staffs of United Kingdom Missions 
in huigaria, Hungary and Roumania. The United Kingdom regulations 
LoV'• been modified from time to time in resnonse to relaxations 
ir. the systems operated in those countries/ No restrictions Iinve 
•-•v. r been imposed on members of the Czechoslovak and Polish 
Embassies, aa, apart from very small "forbidden zones", members of 
Her Pajestyrs Smbassies in Czechoslovakia and Poland are able to 
trnv' 1 froely. 

3. In the second half of 1930 the three Southern countries 
modified their travel restrictions in the following way:-

(i) Bulgaria reduced the area of her "forbidden zones", 
ab-dished the notification system (formerly imoosed 
on everyone except Heads of idusions) for journeys 
by diplomats .in the rest of the country, and 
reduced from L8 to 2L hours the neriod of r.otifi-
cetionsfor junior staff; 

(ii) Hungary abolished the .?L-hour notification system 
for all journeys in the open areas, and reduced 
the 'Pforbiddcn zone" to a narrow frontier belt; 
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(iii) Roumania reduced her "forbidden zones'1 to a 
10-kilometre frontier strip and a number of 
internal areas, and introduced a 2h-hour notifi-
cation u,vstem for journeys in the open areas, 
instead of the former U8-hour permit system. 

U. In view of the administrative difficulty of maintaining 
"forbidden zones'' in the United Kingdom'the British restrictions" 
h o y al'.vayo boon loss obstructive than those operated in the 
Sootom european countries, and have accordingly offered less 
ooopn for relaxation. dome reciprocal gesture seemed impera-
tive, however, quite apart from the declared principle of 
reciprocity, if the Bulgarian und Hungarian Governments were 
not lo retreat from their mere liberal attitude, and if the 
Roumanian Government were tc be brought to realise the advantages 
of abandoning their own tight controls. 

5. It was decided, therefore, that as from midnight on 
1¾th/1 <pth.April, 1957, the following arrangements should apply :-

( « ) Bti lgarian Legation. Diplomatic staff are released 
from allrestrictions, and nen-diplomatic staff and 
their families are required to give 2U ( instead of 
Ud) hours' notice of jeunneys exceeding 35 miles from 
Hude Purk Corner; 

(1) Hungarian Legation. All members of the staff and their 
families are released from the obligation to notify 
journeys; 

( c) R Q unv « n i a n I,.e ran t i on. As even'the modified restrictions 
a polled in Roumania arc more obstructive than th<* 
United Kingdom system, all.the Legation staff an 1 thoir 
families aro still required to give US hours' notice 
of intended journeys exceeding 25 miles from Hyde Park 
C orne r. 
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