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COMMITTEE OF POLITICAL ADVI SERS 

REACTIONS IN ASIAN AND AFRICAN COUNTRIES TO THE 
W E S f M IfeAjgg PLAN 

Note by the German Delegation 

The German authorities have undertaken a survey of 
reactions to the Western Peace Plan in Asian and Africnn countries, 
The results of the survey, which was concluded on 15th June, 1959, 
are set out below. 
I. The reaction to the Western Peace Plan is to a considerable 

extent determined by the level of political education in 
the countries concerned and on their attitude towards the 
West in general and the Federal Republic in particular. 
Moreover, the interest in the Western Peace Plan and in 
the East-West negotiations on the German problem are, of 
course, greatly influenced by the extent to which public 
attention in the various countries may bo occupied by 
problems closer to their own world. Summing up the 
situation in general, it is obvious that the Western Peace 
Plan, in its complexity, has not been understood by the 
public and sometimes even the Oovernmaits seem to have 
failed to understand it, or even to study its details. 
Except for India and Japan, where both government and 
public opinion expressed their reactions in varying 
shades, reaction has in general been limited to vague 
expressions of sympathy vis-à-vis the Western proposals, 
or to an indifferent neutral scepticism - according to 
the fundamental political attitude of the country concerned. 

II. Reactions in individual countries (short summary): 
Japan 
Japanese public opinion on the whole approves the material 
content of the plan, but criticises the tylng-up of the 
European security question with a phased reunification of 
Germany. 
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The Japanese Government, t o o , b e l i e v e s t h a t t he Western 
package d e a l , whose con ten t s i t f u l l y approves , w i l l be 
e v e n t u a l l y u n t i e d . 

8ou th Korea 

Wh i l e South Korean p u b l i c o p i n i o n appears t o be d i s i n t e r e s t e d , 
the Government condemns, as a ma t t e r o f p r i n c i p l e , any 
a t t emp t on the Western s i de t o n e g o t i a t e w i t h the S o v i e t s . 
I t f e a r s , i n a d d i t i o n , t h a t the p r o j e c t o f an Al l-German 
Committee con t a i ned i n the Western Peace P l a n may p r e j u d i c e 
i t s own r e u n i f i c a t i o n t h e s i s based on the u n c o n d i t i o n a l 
s u r rende r o f t he Communist N o r t h . 

F h i l l P l n e s 

N e i t h e r t he Government nor p u b l i c o p i n i o n have shown much 
i n t e r e s t i n the B e r l i n q ue s t i o n and t he German prob lem. 
S i n ce the Press o b t a i n s i t s i n f o r m a t i o n a lmost e x c l u s i v e l y 
from Un i t ed S t a t e s news agenc ies , nDs t o f i t s r a re r e p o r t s 
on these s ub j e c t s have a pro-Western t e n o r . 

V ie tnam 

The Western Peace P l a n was p u b l i s h e d by the Press w i t h o u t 
e d i t o r i a l comment. The Government, r a t h e r reserved i n i t s 
j udgement , c on s i d e r s the P l an as c o n s t r u c t i v e b u t sees i n 
t he proposed g r a d u a l r e u n i f i c a t i o n a premature read iness t o 
make concess i ons . I t b e l i e v e s t h a t t h i s has l e d to a 
s t i f f e n i n g o f t he Sov i e t a t t i t u d e . 

F e d e r a t i o n o f Malay S t a t e s 

The Government c on t i n ue s t o adhere t o the o p i n i o n expressed 
i n i t s Note t o B u l g a r i a I n 1958 t h a t the German r e u n i f i c a t i o n 
prob lem can on l y be so lved on t he b a s i s o f f r e e e l e c t i o n s . 
But b o t h Government and p u b l i c o p i n i o n are t oo much wrapped 
up i n t h e i r own prob lems t o t a ke much i n t e r e s t i n t h e Western 
Peace P l a n . 

i . 

T h a i l a n d 

The p re s s o f Tha i l a n d suppor ts t he Western p o i n t o f v i ew , 
b u t vo i ce s a c a u t i o u s pessimism w i t h regard t o the chances 
o f t h e Western Peace P l a n b e i n g accepted by the S o v i e t s . 

A l t h ough the Government has n o t ye t made known i t s o f f i c i a l 
a t t i t u d e towards t h e Western P l a n , t h e re i s no doubt t h a t i n 
v iew o f i t s pro-Western t r ends t h i s a t t i t u d e w i l l be 
f a v o u r a b l e . 
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Burma 

Ne i t he r t h e Government no r t he Press have expressed an 
o p i n i o n on tho Western Peace P l a n . 

Cey lon 

The Government , and even more so , p u b l i c op in ion , know 
l i t t l e more about the Western P l a n t han t h a t i t 
r ep resen t s a "package d e a l " . S ince t he re i s , however, 
a gene r a l d e s i r e f o r a d é t e n t e , Germany i s expected t o 
make " c e r t a i n s a c r i f i c e s " which are no t s p e c i f i e d i n 
d e t a i l . 

I n d i a 

Whi le t h e I n d i a n Government has been extremely reserved 
i n exp ress i ng i t s views on the Western Peace P l a n , and 
appears t o m a i n t a i n t h i s reserve as l o ng as wor ld peace 
i s no t immed ia te ly menaced, p u b l i c o p i n i o n and the Press 
have engaged i n l i v e l y d i s c u s s i o n . The h i g h l y 
d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g views may be summed up as f o l l o w s : t he 
m a t e r i a l p r o v i s i o n s , a l t h ough cons idered t o be maximum 
demands, are cons idered reasonab le w h i l e t he "packagc 
d e a l " aspec t meets w i t h much c r i t i c i s m s i n ce no r e s u l t 
i s expected as long as t h e package has n o t been opened 
and the v a r i o u s p roposa l s d e a l t w i t h one by one. 

Pa lc is tan 

So f a r as the Western P l a n has been examined a t a l l , 
comments were f a v o u r a b l e . 

A f g h an i s t a n 

Governed by the p o l i c y o f s t r i c t n e u t r a l i t y adhered t o 
by A f g h a n i s t a n , Government and Press exe r c i s e g rea t 
reserve i n t h e i r r e a c t i o n t o t he Geneva Conference . 
The Press r e-p r i n t e d b o t h t he Western and the Sov i e t 
P l a n w i t h o u t comment.-

a 

I r a n 

Government and Press have r eac t ed f a v o u r a b l y t o t h e 
Western Peace P l a n . 

I r a k 

Wh i l e Press and Rad io comments on the Western P l a n 
have been e x c l u s i v e l y n e g a t i v e , some o f t he h i g h e r 
Government o f f i c i a l s are i n c l i n e d t o show a c e r t a i n 
amount o f u n de r s t a nd i n g , a l t h o u g h t hey c a n n o t , under 
the p re sen t c o n d i t i o n s , v o i c e such v iews i n p u b l i c . 
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E z n s S H i n H 

UAR 
The Frese , wh ich r epo r t s c o n t i n u a l l y and i n a f r i e n d l y manner 
on the Western p o s i t i o n i n Geneva, has p r i n t e d the Western 
peace P l a n i n i t s e n t i r e t y b u t w i t h o u t comment. The 
Government has r e f r a i n e d from d i s c u s s i n g d e t a i l s . The 
r e a c t i o n t o the Western P l a n i n genera l i s i n f l u e n c e d by t he 
recen t t e n s i o n i n t h e r e l a t i o n s between the UAR and the 
Sov i e t Un ion . D e s p i t e a gene ra l s cep t i c i sm v i s-k-v i s the 
p o l i c y o f the V/estern powers, an at tempt i s now made t o 
i n t e r p r e t Sov i e t p o l i c y as a im i ng a t t he ex tens i on o f the 
Sov i e t zone o f i n f l u e n c e . 

J o r d a n 

Wh i l e p u b l i c o p i n i o n has merely a vague i dea o f the Western 
Peace P l a n , t he p l a n i s f u l l y suppor ted by the King and the 
Government . 

Saud i A rab i a 

The a t t i t u d e o f t h e ant i-Communist Government and o f p u b l i c , 
o p i n i o n towards Germany i s f r i e n d l y , b u t governed by t h e i r 
d e c l a r e d p o l i c y o f " t r u e n e u t r a l i t y " , which i s b e i n g 
s t r i c t l y observed . 

Lebanon 

Government and p o l i t i c a l c i r c l e s cons i de r the Western Peace 
P l a n t o be " c o n s t r u c t i v e " wh i l e t h e Press r e f r a i n s from any 
comments o f i t s own. 

Ethiopia 

D e s p i t e a very sympathe t i c a t t i t u d e on tlie p a r t o f b o t h the 
Government and p u b l i c o p i n i o n w i t h regard t o German 
r e u n i f i c a t i o n i n f reedom, the Western Peace P l a n , owing t o 
i t s c omp l ex i t y , has h a r d l y been grasped i n i t s e s s e n t i a l s . 

Libya 
The Gove rnmen t s r e a c t i o n t o t h e Western Peace P l a n h a s , on 
the who le , been f a v o u r a b l e . P u b l i c o p i n i o n f o l l o w s the 
Geneva t a l k s w i t h a t t e n t i o n . 

T u n i s i a 

The Fore ign M i n i s t r y has r e c e i v e d the V/estern P l a n w i t h a 
c e r t a i n amount o f s c e p t i c i s m , b u t i s prepared t o r ecocn ise 
i t s obv ious advantages as compared w i t h the Sov i e t p r o p o s a l s . 
T u n i s i a n p u b l i c o p i n i o n c on s i d e r s i t as a welcome a t tempt t o 
r e l i e v e some o f t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l t ens ions b u t t he A l g e r i a n 
prob lem t a kes , o f cou r se , the f i r s t p l a c e i n a l l d i s c u s s i o n s . 
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Morocco 

N e i t h e r Government nor p u b l i c o p i n i o n , b o t h o f which are 
p reoccup ied w i t h i n t e r n a l p o l i c y to t he e x c l u s i o n o f 
eve ry t h i ng e l s e , have vo i c ed any c l e a r l y d e f i n ed views 
on t he Western Peace P l a n . 

Sudan 

Ne i t h e r Government nor p u b l i c o p i n i o n have commented on 
the Western P l a n . 

L i b e r i a 

P u b l i c o p i n i o n i s d i s i n t e r e s t e d . The i n f l u e n t i a l head o f 
t he L i b e r i a n I n f o r m a t i o n S e r v i c e , who i s w e l l a cqua i n t ed 
w i t h the B e r l i n q u e s t i o n , h a s s t a t ed t h a t L i b e r i a s i ded 
w i t h the Western democracies and t h e r e f o r e suppor ted t he 
Western P l a n . 

Ghana 

I n l i n e w i t h i t s a t t i t u d e o f n e u t r a l i t y v i s- à-v i s b o t h 
s i d e s i n t he East-West c o n f l i c t , the Accra Government 
has remained more or l e s s s i l e n t . P u b l i c o p i n i o n i s 
on the whole d i s i n t e r e s t e d . 
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