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Hote by the French Dclegatlon

I, The 21 Permanent Commlss1ons

1., Permanent Comaission Tor Agricultiure

The chairman of this Commnission, which was formed in
lay 1956, is rarln'V&tchcv, Bulgarian iinister of Agriculture.
The Commission's headgquarters arc in Sofia.. Its meetings take
place fairly regularly (five times since the beginning of 1563).
and are attended by the eight members of COIliCON as well as by
Vietnamese observers., Representatives from North Korea, Cuba
and the Chinese People's Republic make sporadic sppearances.
Despite the frequent meetings no tangible results have been-
obtained, in the field of co-ordinated planning in particular, and
the Commission is still at the exchange-of-information stage..

Sub-Committees:

— Permanent Working Group on the Mechanisation and
‘Electrification of Agriculture (meetings are held
frequently, moinly in Czechoslovakia).

Fodder Committee

Seed Committee

Working Group on Irrigation and Drainage
— Workiiig Group on Plant Protection-

-2, Permanent Commission for Foreign Trade

There have been five meetings since the beginning of
1663, This is the only Commission whose meetings are regularly
attended by its eight members and four obscrvers, Its head-
guarters -are at lloscow, Most of its recent activity seems to
have been devotcd to the organization of the COMECON Bank (see
paragraph 15 hereunder),

1) This document was issued in French only on 25th Septembcr, 196L.
2) See Annex I to AC/127-D/165.
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3, Permnnent Commission for the Construction Industry

The headquarters of this Commission, which was formed in
June 1958, are in Iast Berlin, Three meetings appear to have been
held since the beginning of 1963, The Commission discusses a
wide range of gcneral problems (returns on investments, co—operqtlon
on multi-national projects) as well as pﬁrtlculor problems _
(qualitative and quantitive improvement in cement and concrete -

production).

Sub-Commnittees:

(These all appear to have been created since June 1962)

1

Working Group on Plumbing Techniques (which meets
regularly in Bulgaria)

Commnittee on Building Materials (in which all COMECON
members oand observers have participated)

i

- Town and Reglonal Planning Section.

b, - Permanont Comm1881on for the Co-ordination of 801ent1f1c
qnd lechnlcal Research

The hecadguarters of this Commission, which was not
planned until June 1902 are in Moscow, It has already met six
times but with only the seven European members of COMECON attending,
Cuban obscrvers were however present at the last meeting, apporently
for the first time. The Commission seems to concentrate, on the
one hnnd, on the collation and circulation of scientific data of
different kinds and on the other hand on a few special problems
( synthetic raw materinls, artificial fertiliscrs, autometion in
industry). Its results so far secm rather mcagre, It must be
added, howecver, thot a number of other Permanent Commissions are
each attempting to ¢stablish their ovn research programme. A
p01nt to be noted is that the Rumanians verc not prescnt at a

"econference on the breparation of orgrnic fertiliser" which was
held in Praguc in A pril 1964 under the acgis of this Commission,

56 Permoncnt Commission for Llectric Power

This Commission was crcatced in Moy 1956 and its hcad-
guarters arc in Moscow, 1t appears to have met five times since
the beginning of 1963, . Normally only the seven European members
of COMECON vartieip~tce in its work. Korvan observers appeared
flecetingly at the November 1963 mecting, Under the aegis of the
Commission, an interconnecting elcctric power system camc into
operation at the beginning of 1963 and now links up the six
Eastern Eurodcan members of COMECON ~nd part of the Ukraine,

Sub-Committec:

— Thermo-clcetric Power Station Section.
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6. _Permoment Commigsion for Geology

This Commission, for which plans were made in May 1956
wes apparently incctive for scven yoars, It was set up again
in July 19563. Its headgquarters could well be at Ulan-Bator, the
only cnpital of -a CCHLECON country not to have a Permanent -
Commission. In ﬂny case, the first mccting of the Commission
was held in the :longolian capital and there have only been two
othcrs since,  Co-operation betwecn the different countrics does
not yet apHenr to hnve passed the exchange-of-information stgge.

At the last amccting, Korcan and Cubnn observers were present ror

the first time, in aadltlon to the rcpresentatives of the elght
mecmber countrics,

7., Permancnt Commission for the IFood Industry.

This Commission, with headguarters in Sofia, was created
in July 1563 by spllttlng the Permanent Commission for Light oand
Food Industries, It is concerned with mechanisation and
cutomation in the food 1ndustry but has only held two meetings so
far,

Sub-Committee:

- Permanent Working Group for - the Co-ordination of
Scicntific Research (which held its constituent
 mecting in April 1964 with represcniatives of the

eight members of COMECON qttendlng).

8. Pqupgpgﬂ;Comm1081on for the Coal Industry

This Commission was formed in-May 1956 and its head-~
quarters.nrc at “ersaw, Its cheirman is Mr. J, Mitrega, Polish"
Minister for the Conl Industry. Bceausc of the pover short
in the Peoplec's Democracics, the diffcrent mectings of the
Comm1831on (three since the beglnnlng of 1963) have been particu-
larly conccrncd with the need for increasing coal output as much
as possible.,’ However, judging from the flnql communiqués,
co~cperantion is limited to an excnhngo of information.  Mongol,
Chinesc nnd Victnamese observers nttendcd the last meeting but
not thc brcviousfone; ' :

Sub-Commlttecs.-
- Commlttuc for Snfety in the iines

~ Working Group on Standardisation (which mects fairly
regularly, and has met at 10ast'nine times so far)

- Scicntific and Technical Committee for the Design and
Construction of Coal Xincs (flrst meeting held at
Ketowice in January 196L4).

-3~ NATO CONFIDLNTIAL .
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9. Permenent Commission for the Chemical Industry

o A e

This was created in Moy 1956 and its chairman is
Mr. Wolfgong Schirmer, The headquartcers of the Commission are in
Berlin, Its meetings arce geonerally attended by the seven
Europcan mcember countrics and by Korean obscrvers, Chincse and
Cuban represcnintives attended briefly at the beginning of the
year. The Commission's work is mainly designed to facilitate
co-ordincted planning, standardisation and scicntific research,
Effoorts arc being centred on synthetic rubber, cellulose, plastics
pctro-chemicals and, in conjunction with the Permanent Ccmmission
for Agriculturc, the production of fertilisers,

Sub~Compittecs:

- VWorking Group on Reagcnts

Vorking Group on the Pharmaceutical Industry

- Yorking Group on Chemicnl Fibres

Working Group on Enginecring,
10, Permancnt Commission for Light Industry

This was crcated in July 1963 by splitting the Permanent
Commission for tihe Light and Food Industries, Its headquarters
are in Prrgue. The Commission has met only twice with the eight
members of COIICON attending, as well as Korean and Vietnamese
obscrvers on the sccond occasion, Little is known about this
Commission, particularly about the c¢xact area which it covcrs.

The comnuniqués have simply referred to "the co-ordination of
plans for 1966-1970"., -

11. Pcrmonent Commission for the Engincering Industry

This Commission was sc¢t up in May 1956 and ite chairman
is the Czcch, Xarel Blacek, Its headquartcrs are in Prague.,
Thile only one of the sub-committces appears to have snovn any
digns of nctivity during the past two ycars, the nwiber of
meetings hcld by the Commission itsclf since the beginning of
1963 (scven) nnd their duration (at lceast a week cach time) are
a clear indication that the cngincering industry is one of the
scctors on winich COMECON lays spucial emphasis. The Commission's
actiyities scem to cover a wide ronge of sphercs, from agricultural
machinery to mechanisms for the Navy, roller bearings to problems
of gtandard nomenclature and from machince tools to the co-ordination
of investncnts, Mr. P. Jaroszewicz, principal Polish represcntative
@t the COMECON meutings, rccently criticiscd specialisation in the
industry, "ns now practiscd", indircetly implying that the less
dcveloped countrics werc being unduly fovourcd. ¢ thot as it
may, the cngineering industry is onc of the very fow in which a
substantial portion of cach country's production is earmarked for
re-cxport to other member countries within the framework of the
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specialisation advocated by COiITiCON. This portion could however
be considérably increascd if countries with fewer natural resources
stopped producing goods which would be cheaper if imported. This
explains thc discontent oi* the more developed countries, A11 the
European member countrics attend the Commission's meetings
regulcrly. Participation by other meibcrs and attendance by
observers, on the other hand, is irrcgular and opparently hephazard.

Sub-Comnititee:

~ Ship-building section.

12, Permnnent Commission for the 0il and Gas Industry

The headquerters of this Commission, which was created
in Mny 1956, arc in Bucharest and all meetings are held there,
Represcntatives of all member couuwtries, cxcept Mongolia, and
all observer countries attend fairly regularly, There have been
four mcetings of the Commission since the beginning of 1963,

Its work oppears to consist mainly in the guest for remedics for
the power shortage in the People's Democracies, This explains
the careful study of power availabilities and the emphasis which
is 1aid on thc constructlon of pipelines ﬂnd on the transformation
of coal into gas,-

13, Permqncnt Commission for Non-Ferrous-Mctﬂls

This Conm1331on was crcntod in May 1956 1ts headquarters
are¢ in Buchorcest,. It would ﬁpgoqr to have met only three tiacs
since the beginning of 1C63. Its activitics seem to be extremely
rcstrlctcd . The communiqué on thc last meeting simply reported
the "co-opcration between member countries had continued to be
develoned! and rcfcrred to the "future trcnd of its activities for
1966-1970" without cven ncntlonlhg the possible co-ordinction of
pl.ns during thot period,

C 1. Permnnqpt Commission for Economic Affairs

Crcatcd in June 1958 this Commission has as 1ts chairman
Mr. Korobov, Vic¢ Chairmnn. of thc Soviet GOSPLAN. Its headquarters
ar¢c in Moscow. It deals with plenning problems and its activitics
seem to overlop o littlce with those of the COMECON Planning Board.,
Few deteils nrc known of its vork, which centres on labour
productivity, investment, the co-ordinntion of research and
problcus of method. There have becn at least four mectings of
the Commission sincc the beginning of 1963, attended by all
member countrics and freguently by Chinesce observers.

Sub-Comnmittee:

- Working Group on Productivity

-5- NATO COWREIDINTIAL
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15, Pgrmanent Commission for Forelgn xchenge ond Financial
intters

et PERE

This Commission has met four times sincec it was created
in 1962, Its headgquarters are in Loscow. It is responsible, in
oort at lenst, for the crention of the COMECON Benk(l).  Horeover,

its activitics cppear so far to have overlepped with those of the

Bonk, A11 member countries have peorticipated from the outset in
the vwork of the Commission, They have gredually becn joined by
=11 the observer countrics, Chinn having remained ocutside the
longest.,
16, Permenent Comnission for Radio and Blectronics

, This Commission was creatcd in July 1963 ond its
neadquarters appear to be in Budnpest, Little is known obout its
work ond it sccems to have met only once so far,

Sub-Comaittec:
- Semi-conductors and Radio Scction.
17, Permenent Commission for Iron nnd Steel

The Chairman of this Commission, which was created in
Mey 1956, is lr. V, Boiko, vhairmon of the Soviet Union State
Iron and Stecl Committee, Its lhendguarters are in iloscow. It
has met six times in ordinary session and has held at lenst two
cxtroordinnry meetings, Mongolia does not appear to have teken
any part in its work, The four obscrver countries attend inter-
mittently, North Korezs being the most assiduous, Recently the
Committec oppecars to have lald emphasis on the gualitative
improvement of production (a statement by Mr., Boiko in particular
would seeil to confirm this) and on the necd for solving problems
bilaternlly or trilaterally. ("Intcrmetall", grouping C
Czechoslovrkia, Poland and Hungary, was created on 16th July 1964),
whereas previously more importance was attached to the guantitative
~nd ovcrall aspuct of the problem at COMECON level (co~ordination
of plemning and investments). The Commission secms to be
concentrating in particulsr on the production of painted shect
iron, ond obove all on laminated shects and tubing, "specialisation
in which must hnve become ¢ffective by 1970",

sub-Committec:

- Working Group on Rolling Mills.

18, Permonent Commissiorn for Standardisation

This Commission, which dotes from Junc 1962, has head-
quartcers in Berlin, It has net five times since the beginning of
1963, Mongolinn, Cuban and North Viectnoamese observers attend

(1) Seec AC/157-D/165, anncx 111,
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meetings irrcgularly but -no Chinesec obScPVcrs nave becn seen so

Tar, As was to, be cxpected, the Commission's work has been
centred mainly on iron and steel and the engincering and chemical
industrics, It sccems likely that its activitics will graduelly
be takcn over by the CCLECON Institute for Standardisation (see
note in this connection) which was crcnted in Fcbruary  196l,

19. Porm.ncnt Commission for Statistics

This Commission, which was also created in June 1962,
appears to be centred in Moscow, It has held three meetings
since the beginning of 1963, which werc attended by the e¢ight
member countries ond, on the last occasion, by Cuban observers,
On the otacr hand, non~Soviet Asian Communist countries have
never toaken any vart in the work of the Comnission which, for the
present, appears to be dealing mainly with problems of nomenclature
end the staondardisction of references, :

'Subeompggggg:

- Demograophic Section.

20, Permoncent Commission for Transport

This Commission was created in Junc 1858 and its
Chairmen is.ilir, P, Lewinski, Polish HMinister for Transport. Its
heandquarters ore in ‘/arsaw, It hns held seven meetings since the
beginning of 1963 which hgve been attended regularly by Mongollﬁns
and by representatives of the Socialist Countries Railways
Association (sec notc on this subject), as well as intermittently
by Cubans and, very occasionally, by Chinese and Vietnamese,
There. is no record of Korecan participation, The mein concern of
the Commission over the past year has been the creation of the
wagon pool (sec note on this subject), However, it has also
dealt with problems relating to thc construction and standardisation
of ocean-going shipping and, in a morec sporadic monner, with road
and air transport. Apart from that it has tackled oue of the
problems which are often a source of dlfflculty in Central Europe,
namely, the supply - of spﬂrc pnPts.

Sub—Comm1tth§°

- Rdilwiys Scetion

- iotor Transport and Roads Scction (which seems to he
occupied fairly regularly with the exchange of
informotion).

21, Permoncnt Commission for the Pacific Use of ﬁtomlc
Encrey

This Commission, whose Chairmon is a Russian,
Mr., A. Pectrossionts, wos formed in July 1960, Its hcadquartcrs
nre 1n loscow, On¢ of its features is thet its membership is

-7- NATO CONFIDENTI/L
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limited by -stntute to the seven European member countries,
Conseguently iongolin does not belong to i%, Although the rules
of the Comnission provide for at least two meetings a yesr, it
has, in fact, only met twice since the beginning of 1363, It
is working, on thc one hand, on standardisation and country-by-
country spcclalisation in the produciion of advanced nuclear
research spparatus - this has already been achieved in the casc
of 600 prrts and componcnts for such apparatus - and, on the
other hand, on the co-ordination of research, particularly as
roegards the production and use of isotopes, The Conmission 1is
also studying safcty techniques ond a common solution to the
problcm of the disposal of radioactive waste,

Sub-Committec:

~ Vlorking Group on the Disposal of Radioactive vaste
(set uwp in June 1964 in the presence of representatives
of the six People's Democracics, but of no Soviet
representatives).

II. Related Agencies(l)

22, The Secrctaoriot

The hcadquarters of the COLECON Sceretariast are in
Hoscow. The Secretarint is the administrative orgon of the
Council. It is heoded by a Russion, My, H,N, Fadeyev, who is
assisted by threce deputies, Mr, Z. Zborowski (Poland),
Mr. J. Rouzicka (Czechoslovokia) and iir, 4. Tabakopol (Roumania),
Its activitics have become diversified since the changes made in
June 1962 and it now has a staff of about 420, of which 6L are
Poles, as comprred with 200 before 1962,

23. CO:1;C01 Viagon Pool

The Pool, the creation of which was delayed a number
of times owing to differcnces between member countries, finally
came into being on lst July 1964, Its hecdquartcrs are in Prague
and its Administrative Director is a Czech, Mr. M.J. Pospisil,
The Pool comprises 92,700 wagons which have been supplied mainly
by Polend (36,000, the largest contribution) by Czechoslovakia
("nearly 20,000") and by Hungary (9,000), 4ll wagons have a
gouge of 1.435 metres and are conscquently not intended for usc
in the USSR, They remain the property of the countries which
have supplied them to the Pool, but may be used, frec of charge,
by ¢noch member country up to the number supplied by the uscr
country.

ol CO:LCON Institute of Stondardisntion

The¢ decision to create this Institute was token in
June 1962, It finnlly came into being in Fcbrucry 1964, Its
headquarters orc in Moscow rnnd its Dircctor is a Soviet,
Mr, M,N, Evstiuchin, The task of the Institute is gradunlly to

(1) For the T Lol Banic ses AC/157D/165, Annex 111.
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standardise industrial protection, particularly in the fields of
mechanienl engincering, chemical equipment and iron and stecl.

25, Socialist Countrics Rnailway Orgnnization

This orgeonigation is not a COLECON agency, though it
co-operates with COMECON and n represcntative attends ench of
the mectings on the Permancnt Comamission for Transport, The
orgrnization's necmbers ~re the eight member countries of COLECON,
China, North Korca and North Vietnam,

OTLM/NATO,
Paris, XVIic,
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