
VV IVIIl n I V.J < » * 1 • » V 

I-XKM PLAl RK 
COPY 

N* 223 

ORIGINAL:--FRENCH J 
2 2nd Noveft-ib er, 0-95 6 

" NATO - CONFIDENTIAL 
..DOCU-TEIiIT , WVAL-TV 21 12 

COMMITTEE ON- INFORMATION' AND CtILTURALALElATIONS ^ / 

/ -., COMMUNIST: CULTURAL ASSOCIATIONS IN ITALY . AL AL /•/ '• .v' 

; ; - •-, '' • 'Note -by the 11älIan Delera11 on- • : / . ' - , -- _/ ̂  . ; /: 

/ rThe 'Italian Delegation wishes • to 'bring, the s attention :•';•: 
of the-Committee on - Information and Cultural Relations to tne ...... 
follow!ng' particulars• on. Communis"; 'cultural associations :.ih ALalAL 
Thes e; as s o c i a ti oho were set up for the-purpose-of arranging • 
Expanding'.'cultural; contacts -between Italy and Soviet countries . -. . 

? Organised on"the- lines of the "Italy-USSR". AssociaALoiY ; 
wbich~was startet in...1944, .they are m a n a g e d by ;committees. cçasisj-
•j ng of Coranunist members;; of Parliament -.or " of members' of rarIiamen, 
belongi-AL ' to kincired parties. • ̂  There are -also come inteALec ouais;, 
•i nc Ivfdinp- '- soe c i al is t s in the language of the country concerned, . as 
well .us a few" journalists and persons exercising lioeral. proi.eu-.. 
C5.j-one '•' Tiiere- are also a number of so-called >• indepenaen „s-,..-
anxious 'to- get; into 'the limelight, besides -a .handful: of people ; -
whose good'faith has been abused. - - //. : , - -:: ' 'W-; 

ALon 
and, 

3. Both the'.leaders, and ordinary members, of thôse 
/ bel oner to -the - Communist Party or • sympathise " 'labelled ' 

,-:1 S ?acla-
wit h its aima-.. 

in ̂any,' event-,,. can AL regressive^ 

4. rWieoff i ci al aim-of these- associations is -.„to :make ; better 
known irr Italy the literary- artistic and 3cientificALc,tivi:AL;s .of 
the country incorporated in- their title, and conversely.- tç ;oub~ : • 
Iici so in 'that country Similar . information- about Italy.:. :-In,, . ,; 
Reality, however,-: these associations .are only-concerned- witn , ' 
riving' information on the apolitical, system -and tho domestic arid. - • 
f^eALr policies: of each, of the Soviet Bloc countries'. % A subsi-
diary aim is to give these countries 
of life in Italy particularly in th< 
undue• -o-rominence to ,iho achievements 
writers' and-' film directors with "pro-gr 

a if also, and 'distorted idea 
cultural field; by .giving/' 
of artists t..- scientists,. 

Sivetl leanings;: .-• V". '..-/; 

end: 
line: 

"5 These associations use a variety of.;means to: gaiaALhAL: 
' lnclndinr the publication of reviews .and; pamphlets; ¢ 1 oh 
ALe •orALses-of trie so-called "Socialist DenpcraoiosAL - t 10 

organising of exhibitions,and of fiim'shows with a/running pommon-
ALr^, andALhe^careful selection ,-of lectiirersALr fscientists . to- ; . 
"sent "either as- individuals -or-- as. mergers of special de',-ega.tiona, -.. 
on visits to -Soviet Bloc : countries. : Those associations^©^, all-: 
t r a v e l "and/living ; expenses incurred by these visits. • w :..'•• ,-... 
" •.. 6 •" It should, however,' be noted that the ̂ rarious°-cultural -. 
occasions- snonsdrsAL by these associations^ have', roused -very .li ttle, 
interest amon.gAL.he -general- public or even' avowed .̂ Communis oc. : -
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res"t launched. 
y. . •' 

does , 7 W . T h e A L A L ' c u l t A L o f f A L - A L ^ A L 
by this' satellite countries as par. W W A L A L r A L A L s . . de. 
,p,-i<-:d in- OOhnecti-Jav-With,^ Ä f f i ^ t in these asaccia-
ALivoear. to-have^found jn AL-- g a A L A L A L are too openly ; -
t i e n s p r e c i s e l y b e c a u s e ALAL > * . • - . - -. ., - A L 
displayed/ . - 0 - ; ,, . ,•; AL .,'./ '• -. • 

6. ; The ̂ o U o A L AL -«vities of; ALe associa- _ -
tions : ,. ,.., • .,:--, '/ ' , , ; ; n : Jl1tr" •; 

1 - (a) The "ItaAL 3 3R- A«ooiit£on 
to m e AL.i" l llWt, ALW-trd ''SiPliOgrafia : , 
Sovietica;, 3 W W W t ALior; and Kflioal ; = 
S S / S / A L a A L A L A L s p r e p a A L ^ o o K l e t s , . 

. • .- andALamphlets; "•••••-.•. : AL 
= '5O. DuririK the current yoaip "Wp/^WV^r-lWions S d their/ 
p u b l i c A L t A L at ALWJWAL0ALesZ1ALAL AL attracts 
Wtter promotion were ALALWALWs or ayrnoatnisora, «nîl. oven; 

-re. only rpportea very ; 
briefly.' -., / ' - W - - • - , / /• . --/ _ 

R«'-1 ätions with Foreign Countries. - „ ÂL . - ./ -ALALiAL 

r r e s s i v e artists was show. AL^ .. WALALVAL- WAL- 1AL 

; - ^ i ' - r A L ' W W W W / e W h v fee Wnnnian 

-this Institute'. , -.- " ALAL 

' 12.. / A L j A L e r - Z i h ^ A L V ^ S V A L S t W 
ti on of the InsU^te, ^ W n W u d e A L S W a n national-eootunes, ... 
and Craftri" m Horno - - I « ^ „ arid.. s-0eciraons of typioo.l . 
carpets and wood-.'/ork, . A L W W h r ; -Whihiticr. was very .poorly ,. 

t l A L V e n t position of-the art, m .. -
the,-USSR. ' . .-s . -AL /AL: w-AL AL . • . •• ; ..AL : 

(c) activALy uispla^ SSnSaritn success in'the, realm. 
Ä C h ^ o V ^ t life for some- txmAL 
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th-3-° A A NATONCONFIDENTIALL' AC/52-D/212- NC 

.(d); The. same-- app'lies; to; .the/.''Italy-Czechoslovakia" -andth. .. 
•• "Italy-Bulgaria" Associations/. . ; LA'th 

th (e) .There is little activity on the..part, of the' "Italy-" 
Albania"; Association. - As regards cultural rela-. L --

;' tions with Italy, Albanian propaganda cannot compete . 
.with-.-.the -counter-propaganda disseminated\by.'?:-theLmany :. 

.. ' .-' NC Albanian refugees and' refugeè'thrganizations-thn'Italy// 

A (f )'• Finally,;, an-Association only set up quite;-recently: 
• / ' under-the title: "Centre for the .Development' of, / 'LNC 

SconomicNCand Cultural Relations 'with' China".' (Centre A 
per - ic' svüuppc de lie relazioni . e-conomiche "e "' A ••' NC -L- e 
• culturali .con* la Ci na) .publishes NCa periodical inNC-.NCNC: 

? . ...Rome, ./most- -of".which arc articles reproduced from A - L 
. Chinese Communist reviews. L . NC -. " -

15.- However, the Centre's main activity, - has - so -far consisted NC 
in preparing. the,:.visits of ;the various'scientific and NCiiltural . 
.delegations sent tho Italy by. the 'Peking '-Government "during NCtiie "year A/' 
The, Centre, has some .say in the NCompositicnrof these: delegations L /.' 
which include a number "of "non-progressives" attractedVby-the pros- ' 
pect--of such% a' rare-chance "to "'travel. The Centre: is; responsible -
for-organizing "the-reception of the Chinese delegations ; on/their' 
arrival in Italy0 " • / // ' 

' 1.4*.1 It' co-operates with the Chinese Cultural Institute/set NCp -. 
in Milan In.I955, NCainly for the purpose of publishing popular, 
éditions of Italian.'translations of the-best-known-Chinese" classicsi 

A 15'." - ThereLisLno doubt that these associations must be 'closely / 
•watched NCest their .."cultural .activities, • which, are notoriously, ,.. LthNC 
tendentious," Should develop• along purely political lines'. A NC/ 
„,„ 16., , So far,.-- as ''already/pointed out in .this note NC the;' cultural: 

activities of these associations have been very .restricted.:, and/, 
viewed strictly as propaganda,, have either, had NCittle-NCinfIuence or, . 
in some: cases,NChaveaachieved'..:the; reverse of the effect.intended./ 

PalaisNCe Ch a11101,, 
Paris, XVNCe. / 
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