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Mote by the Italian Delegation

In view of the special efforts the Western Powers have
made during recent months to initiate constructive cultural
exchanges with the countries of the Communist bloc, the Itallan
Delegation believes that, although inadcquate and incomplete,
some value attaches to the present summary report cn the
exchanges which took place during the fourth quarter of 1957,
irrespeetive of exchanges between Italy and the Communist bloc
conntries, details cf which are regularly repcrted elsewhere.

2. The Italian Delegation considers it possible to draw
conclusions sconcerning the volicy followed hitherto by one side
and the other with respect to cultural exchanges and the manner
of presenting them to public opinion, £rom the picture given in
this deocument of the exchanges of this kind which have taken
placc not only with NATO countries and the countries of the Asian
bloc, but also on the widcr world-scale,

Se Trom this point of view, it must be acknowledged that
remarkable success has attended the cultural poliecy of the
Soviets. Its success has been particularly noteworthy with the
countries outside the 4stlantie Alliance morc inelined to adopt a
passive attitude towards the USSR in cultural matters than to
visit that country to get the benefit of Soviet culture.

-

b. un balance, therefore, the results of this review are
disappeinting and reveal that facced with the superiority of the
highly developed economic techniques perfected and employed
throughout the world by Soviet experts, cur own cfforts are no
match for those exerted, in bad faith, by thc adversary.

5 This leads the Italian Dclegation to the conclusion
that 1t devolves upon us as a duty systematically to reveal the
concealed aims of the Soviet cultural policy which under the
guisc of cultivation of thc mind, seeks only to cultivatc the
sceds of discord.

Palais de Chaillot,
Paris, XVIe.
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1. ALBANIA

United Xingdom, Neorway, Indis

A few Dritish nationals, on their return from a trip to
Alvania, founded in the United Kingdom, the British-Albanian
Association for Priendship and Cultural Co-operation, Similar
associations were also set up in Norway and India.

ngypt |

A collection of paintings by Albanian painters was sent
to Alexandria as the albanian contribution to the Exhibition of
Figurative Arts of the Mediterranean Countries.

France

In September 1957, & delegation fron The France-Albania
Association visited Tirana, at the invitation of the Albanian
Committee for Icreign Relations.

2. BULGARIA

Aréentine

on the initiative of the Committee for Bulgarian-
Argentine Cultural Relations, which has its headguarters at
Buenos-iires, an exhibition of Argentine graphic art was
organized in Scfia, ccmprising 132 panels painted by about 70
Argentine painters, shcwing various aspects of the life of the

workers in the Argentine.

In 1957, Bgypt made two scholarships available to .
Bulgarian students. On 19th uctober, 1957, Tgypt concluded a
cultural agreement with Bulgaria providing, inter alla, for an
exchange of prcfessors and students between the two countries,
ngyptian students will thus be able to obtain a degree in Bulgaria,
while Bnlgerian prcfessors will lecture at Zgyptian universities.

France

A French Book Exhibition comprising 3,359 volumes
representing 85 publishing houses, together with a number of
reviews and art publications, etc. was inangurated on 2nd December
last at the Scfia University. The exhibition was organized by
the French Book Nxhibition Standing Committee with the co-opera-
tion of the Lecturer in French at Sofia University and the French
Legation. Until beoks published in I’rance can be freely sold in
the bookshops of the Bulgarian capital the Bulgarian National
Library has subscribed for the purchase of all the books in the
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exhibition, while a system ol subscriptions for private persons
is under study, together with a currency arrangement to be agreed
with the Bulgarian National Bank.

Syria -

The Syrian Committee for Friendshin and Cultural
Relations with Foreign Ccocuntries decided to held an exhibition
of photographs in Syria, at the end of last Autumn, at which
about 58 photographs, diagrams, etc. were shown, the theme being
the economic and cultural expansion of the Bulgarian Popular
Republic.

In October, 1957, a Delegation of qualified representa-
tives of Syrian culture, including a professor of Sociclogy and
Demography from Damascus University and several journalists,
visited Bulgaris. This Delegation was received early in November
by lir. Traitkov, Sccretary of the Agrarian Party and Chairman of
the Bulgarian Council, and by Mr. Ganev, Secretary of the Central
Committee of the Bulgarian Communist Party. Several articles
by these delegates later appeared in the Syrian press. The cwner
of the paper "Al Cuatan’ of Aleppo, for instance, on the subject
of the friendship existing between the two popular democracies
and the USSR said: ‘'The truth is at last beginning to elbow its
way through, even to the Syrian leaders’, and went on to say:

The most conerctc proof of this is provided by the economic,
peclitical and cultural relations which are daily increasing
between Syria and the Popular Demccracies," These relations, he
added, would guarantece to the Syrian Arabs the victory which they
desired and would be an example to other Arab peoples who intended
to follow in their fcotsteps. - -

India

A declegation of Bulgarian writers visited Indié and, on
this occasicn, took part in the work of thce Fourth Conference of
Indian iriters, held on 26th Uctober, 1957 at Barcda.

3 CZECHOSLOVAKIA

Egypt

During the period under revicw, Czechoslovakia made its
prescence felt in the cultural and scientific field. A Czech
IExhibition of Laboratory Tquipmont and Technical .Applianccs was
hcld at Alexandria. In recturn, during the same quarter of 1957,
the Egyptian Minister of Communications visited Prague and a
group of FEgyptian militant feminists visited Czechslovakia at the
invitation of the Czcch Union of Women Communists.

In 1957, Egypt offcred two scholarships to Gzech
studonts, while Czechoslovakia offcered 83 schelarships to
Dgyptian students, including 33 for technical and 50 scicntific
studies,
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On 19th October, 1957, Czechoslovakia and Egypt signed
an agreement on mmtual cultural co-cperation.

Indonesia

Last November, ncws was received that during 1957
Czechoslovakia offered a number of schelarships to Indonesian
students, who were tc attend Czech universities and scnior
cducational establishments for further study in the technical
and economic scilenccs.

Yugoslavia

The Prague National Theatre toured Yugeslavia for two
weeks last Novembcr; the programme included a Czech and a
Yugoslav play as well as Moliédre's #Don Juan'.

France

In return for a visit by a Irench parliamentary
delegation to Czecheslovakia at the same time last year, a Czech
dclegation, consisting of 12 members of parliament led by Mr.
Stoll, former Czech minister of Culture and present Rector of the
Praguec Institute of Social Sciences, travelled to France last
November to visit Paris and other large towns (Lyons, Grcnoble,
Nice, etec.). Before .leaving the country, Mr., Stoll strcssed the
advantage of increascd economic and cultural cxchanges between
the two countries with a view to strengthening “the ancient ties
of friendship betwecn France and Czcchoslovakia.," After paying
tribute to French culturc and stating, in particular, that the
Soviet-Czech links "werc in no way incompatible with the
cxpansion of rclations with France", lir, Stoll was, however,
unable to hold ocut any hope that the French Institute in Prague
would be able to resume its former activity in the near future,
Hc concluded by saying: 'New forms of co-operation will have teo
be found, to cnablc the cultural and fricndly rclations formerly
within the province of the French Institute, to be resumed."

Western musie, theatre and literature

Throughout the last few years and particularly during
1957, the Czech public has shewn increasing intercest, not only in
centemporary Czech painting (Dadaism, Cubism Abstract art, and
cven Post-Impressionism and Post-Fauvism, the latter, some say,
drawing its inspiration from the colours of the great cats)which,

from 1910 to 1939 had secured for Czecheslovakia a solid reputation

abroad, and which since 1945 had been purposely negleccted, but
also in the contcmporary ‘’estern theatre, music and literature.

Thus, in 1957, works by British, French and Italian
authors werc well represcented in the programmncs of the Prague
theatres. Plays by Shakespeare, Goldoni, Zacine, ete., were
follewed by modern plays such as "Filumena lariurano" and
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"Questi fantasmi'" by De Pilippo, “The Lady is not for Burning' by
Christopher IFry, plays by L.5. Zl1lliot, Anouilh, ctc.

In the musical field, the works sclcected for concert
performances were drawn from the Romantic period (19th Century)
or the classical peried (17th and 18th Century) but alse from
medern works by ‘‘estern contcrporary composcrs ranging from
Stravinsky to Malipicro, who until rccently had been absent from
Czceh musical programmes. However, it is not clcar on what
basis these works were sclected nor how they were interprcted.

Pinally, thc first local translations of /estern
novels have made their appearance. Last December, two books by
Frangoisc Sagan, Homingway's "uld iian and the Sca®, and books by
IFaulkner and Simone de beauvvoir were on sale in the Prague
bookshops.

L. POPULAR RPUBLIC UF CHINA

At the cnd of cctober and early in November 1957, an
igyptian cultural mission, hcadcd by the Rcctor of the University
of Alcxandria, visited a number of Chincse cultural institutes.

During 1957, the Popular Rcpublic of China offcred 10
scholarships to Egyptian students wishing to specialisc in the
study of the Chincsc language and social sciences.

Egypt, for its pari, offercd the same number of scholar-
ships to Chinese students wishing to terminate their studies in
the land of the Pharoahs.

Jupan

Last Deccmber, a group of Japancse social democrats
arrived in Pekingwith thc firm intention of cstablishing contacts
with outstanding political figurcs of thc Popular Republic of
China. The aim of this mission was to examinc the possibility
of rcsuming diplomatic rclations betwcen the two countries and of
rcnewing, on a new basis, Sino-Japancsc c¢cenomic, tcchnical and
cultural rclationse. '

Cambodia

A Cambodisncultural and artistic mission visited Pckin,
travelling via Hong=-Kong and Canton, where it arrived on 29th
Scptember, 1957. This mission included the two young sons of
Prince Sihanouk, Mr. Poung-Pcng-Tcheng, Secrctary of State for
National Zducation, who 1s of Chincse origin, and all the mcmbers
¢ the royal orchestrsa. In Canton, the mission was rcccivecd by
representatives of the Chinesc Government and by the hcad of the
Cambodian cconomic inission in Peking. The lcaders of the visiting
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Cambeodian mission attcnded a gala performancce of the Chincse
Yheatre in the Chincse capital.

According to the Phnom-Penh newspapers, this visit
vill scrve to intrecduce xhmer art not only to China, but also to
the '/est through the contacts the Cambodian artistes made in
Poking with various Nuropcan missions in that city. The .same
newspapers rcemarked that the Cambodia Government had sent no
representatives to the World Youth Festival in Moscow, “which had
been attended by only a few Cambodian students resident in Paris
alrcady won over to the Marxist creed, who went there in a purely
pcrsonal capacity.

United States

The 42 American studcnts who, in spite of the Statc
Department ban, visited China, rcturncd to the United Statcs in
small groups during Scptcimber and October 1957. During thecir
stay, these students were warmly welicomed by the Chincse .
authorities and obtainecd permission to visit Pckin as well as
Tien-¥sin, Daircn, the indiustrial area of north-cast China,
Shanghai, Nankin and Canton.

tthile in Peking,the American students were reccived by
Mr. Tchou-en-Lai, who rcaffirmed the Chincse peoples' desire for
friendship with thec pcoplc of America. The majority of the
students, i.c. 36, signcd a statement cxpressing the hope that
frce exchanges would soon be possible between China and the
Unitcd States, and as a reward wcre allowecd to prolong thelr stay
in China in ordcr to be prescnt at the national celebrations on
lst uctober.

The problem of the athletes whieh the Popular Republic
of China is to scnd to Califernia in 1960 for the i/inter Olympic
Games, has becn solved, the State Decpartment having stated on
17th September last that the United States would not objeect, on
pclitical grounds, to athlctcs representing Communist China
cntering the Unitcd States, meaning that the United States
authoritiecs would ignorc the fact that the passports dclivered
by the Pckirgauthoritics arc not recogniscd by the Government of
the United States. Furthermorc¢, the taking of finger prints,
compulsory undecr American law for all forcigners who wish to
enter the Unitcd States, will be waived fer athletes from beyond
the Iron Curtain who arc to take part in the 0lympic Games.

Yugoslavia

At a concert recently given at the Ticn-ichiao Theatrec
in Pekirgand attcnded, among cthcr wecll-known pecoplc, by the
Vicc-Prcsident of the ational Congress of Pepular China, and the
two Viecc-Ministcrs of Culture, the Yugeslav violinist Rupel, the
pilanist Lipovsck and the clarinetist Brun werc warmly apnlauded.
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5. FOLAMD

Lgypt

In 1957, Poland offered about 20 uninominal scholarships
to Igyptian students wishing to follow specialised studies at
Polish Universities for the diploma of naval engineer and port
administrator. In return, Egypt made a similar number of scholar-
ships available to 20 Polish students. During the 4th quarter of
1957, the Egyptian-Polish Association was set up in Cairo to
develop cultural relations between the two countries. An exhibi-
tion of Polish art was also organized in Cairo.

United Kingdom

Various delegations from United Kingdom Universities
travelled to Poland to establish and develop cultural relations
with the Polish University centres, particularly between the
Universities of London and Warsaw. The main delegation issued a
report which stressed that wider interest was being taken by
Folish university students in the kinglish lenguage. In its con-
clusions, the report drew attcntion to the three following points:

(1) the desirability of appointing a lecturer in
knglish at the Cracow university;

(2) the desirability of sending a larger number of
British te¢chnical rcviews to Polish university

libraries;

(3) the dosirability of cncouraging individual and
group exchangcs of British and Polish students.

After reading this report, the Committce of Rectors of
the Unitcd Kingdom Universities, expressed thc wish that a dele-
gation of Polish students should be invited to visi

the Unitced Kingdom. -

It is learnt from warsaw that a delegation of Warsaw
University students will go to bngland in March 1958 to visit

their British collcagucs.

In October 1957, Mr. Bicnkowski, Polish-Minister of
National Lducation, paid an official visit to London. He was the
first Polish Minister to visit England for somc years. His
purpose was to look ovcr British schools, mecet his counterpart
in London and cstazblish dircet contacts with British cultural

circlcse.
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France

pursuant to the Franco-Polish "cultural declaration"
signed on 9th July 1957 in Paris, en agreement was drawn up in
Warsaw at the cnd of October, 1957, under which an exchange is to
be arranged betweon members of the Polish Academy of Science and
of the Fronch National Centre for Scientific Rosearch. Under the
terns of this agrocment, Polish scicntists will follow ccurses in
France during the academic year 1957-1958, while a number of French
profossors will go to Pocland.

6. SOVILT OCCUPILD ZONE OF GERMANY

LZypt

During 1957, 52 Egyptian scholarship-holders, profcssors
or studcnts, lcft .for East Germany to continue .their studices in
that country's universitics. According to our information, L4
scholarships were offercd by Esst Germany in 1957, half of these
being assigned for specialiscd courses at the Leipzig Academy of
Athletics.

Lest October, an Last German Film Festival was organized
in Cairo.

German Fedéral Republic

In spito of the absence of diplomatic relations botween
the two Gormanys, Last Germany in 1957 promoted non-official
cultural contacts with the German Foderal Repudliec, on a fairly
large scalc. For instance, the Dresden Philharmonic Orchestra, the
“Staatskapelle” of thc samoc town, and the "Gewandhaus" Orchesira
from Leipzig took part in October and November last in concerts a
Stuztgirt and Munich, organized through the East German musical ..
societies.

7.  HUNGARY

Egypt

In 1957 Hungery offered 25 scholarships to Egyptian
students, to enable them to finish their studies at Hungarian
universities. ~

8. ROUMANIA

France

On 12th September, 1957, a French Book Exhibition was
opencd in Buchearest. This was organized by the Roumanian
Institute for Foreign Cultural Relations, in co-operatiocn with
the Permanent Committee of the French Book and Graphic Arts
Exhibition. .sAbout 1,800 books were on show.
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: The opening cercuony was attunded by tho Roumanian Vice-
I'inistcer of Lducation and Culture, thce Vice-Ministor of Forecign
Affairs, a number of Roumanian mumbirs of the Academy and artists
as w¢ll as by the Acadomicicn Raloca, Chairman of the Institute

of Cultural Re¢lations. The cxhibition occupicd ninc rooms in one
of the¢ wings of the formecr Royal Palace in Bucharest and consistcd
mainly of works of a tochnical and scicntific naturc (text books
on mcchanics, chemistry, medicine and surgery). Classical and
modern literary works were also largely rcpruscntced, particularly
works by Coctcau, I'rencis Carco, Eluard, Giono, Malraux, André
Maurois, Henry dc Monthcrlant, Frangolso Sagan, ' vaint-Exupéry,
¢te. There were alse a large number of periodical and scicntifie,
litcrary and artistic rcvicws. In an opcning speceh, Mr. Ralca,

a member of the Academy, underlinced that this c¢vent was the first
of its kind in Roumania and that it rcflceted the country's -
genuine desire for peaceful co-existence and cultural co-operation
with all peoplss.

Over a fortnight, this exhibition was visited by .
profcssors, intullcctuals and students, who showud the grcatest
int¢rest in the various stalls and ofton waited hours for their
turn to comc round.

Last Novcmber, a Fronch Film Weck was held in Bucharest,.
in which a declcgation of French actors and sccnaria writers took
part undcer thoe loadership of tho dolcgate-—general of Unifrance-
Film, During their stay in Roumania, the mombers of the French
dclegation visited Roumanian cultural and film production centres,
and werc rucuived by the Roumanian Ministcr of Education and
Culturc. :

Last October, a2 delcgation of Roumanian Members of
Parliament ceanpc to France, visiting Paris, Lyons, Gronoble and
Marscilles. This ten-membor Dolegation was headed by tho Vice-
Pruesident of the Farliamentary Group for Roumanian-French Friend-
ship «nd was rcecived by various promincnt French political
figurcvs, including M. Pincau, M.L. Béguin, M. Castcllane and
M. Lc Irogucr, presidents of the Parliamentary Group for Frcnch-
Roumanian Fricndship in tho National Asscmbly and in tho Council
of thc¢ Republic.

In a statcment to the nowspapcer “"Combat", the Head of
the Roumanian Delcgation made a point of paying indircct tributo
to French culture by rocalling that Freonch was taught in all
Roumanian schools. Hc naturally cxpresscd tho hopo that Committces
for dcveloping Franco-Roumanian rolations would bo sct up in both
countrics,

inally, on 5th Dccembor, 1957, the Roumanian Minister
in Paris conferrcd honorary degreccs of the Roumanian Academy on
scveral Frenchmun well knovn in cultural and sciontific circles,
including Prince Louis d¢ Broglie, member of the French Academy.
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United Kingdom

' At thc invitation of the Roumanian Academy, a group of
seven British Professors of Chemistry, Microbiology, Geology,
Mathematics, etc. visited Roumania during the second fornight of
September, and while there, went over the Roumanian Scientific
Institutes; their aim was to ecstablish and develop relations
between the cultural and scientific institutes of ‘the two
countries. S

Switzerland

. In November 1957, an exhibition of Swiss Publicity
Posters was held in the Bucharest Central Library. The exhibition
lasted a fortnight and as organized by the Roumanian Institute

- for Foreign Cultural Relations, in co-operation with the Zurich

Pro-Swiss Foundation. The opening ceremony was attended by the
Swise Minister in Bucharest and by the President of the Roumanian
Institute, Mr.Relea, Member of the Academy.

Mexico, Bolivia, Uruguay

: During October and November, several well-known people
from these countries visited Roumania for cultural reasons.

They included:

- ¥r_Raoul Cordero Amador, Professor of Literature and Pedagogy
ac¢ the Mexican Independent University, and Adviser to the
Mexican Ministry of Natiunal Education.

- Nr. Rend Recabado Alcocer, Professor of gconomics at the
University of Cochabamba, editor of the Bolivian newspapers
"E1ll Pais" and "Hultima Hora", and member of the Management
Board of the Bolivian-Roumanian Cultural Centre.

- An artistic and cultural delegation from Uruguay, consisting of
a violinist, Francisco Musetti, the soloist Sodre, an art critic
on the staff of the paper "El Popular", & poet, Abad Zulberti
and Professor Marino Burghi. .

India, Ceylon, Burma

A Roumenian company which included a composer, several
actors and a folklore group, began a tour of two or three months
in becember 1957, with the intention of giving a series of per-
formances in India, at New Delhi, Bombay, Calcutta and Madras, and
later in Ceylon and Burma. The Company arrived in Colombo (Ceylon)
on 2nd January 1958, and during the next few days gave & number of
performances, consisting mostly of folk dances, followed with great
interest by the spectators, particularly since they were able to
note a certain resemblance between the Roumanian dances and their
own. These performences raised funds for the relief of victims of
the floods which occurrcd in Ceylon about that time.
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Syria

On 9th Deccmber 1957, & cultural agreement was signed
between Roumania and Syria. - It covers, inter-alia, exchanges .of
documents, information, scientific and literary publications,
dclegations end s~ientific, artistic and sports personalities,. as
well as the organization of popular and liberal arts exhibitions
in the two. countries.

Egypt

In 1957, Roumania offered about ten scholarships to
Egyptian students wishing to specialise in o0il research and
technology, medicine and engineering.

Yugoslavia

On 20th Docember 1957, a plan for cultural co-operation
in 1958 bctween Roumania and Yugocslavia was signed in Bucharest,
under the provisions of the cultural agreement in force between
the two countrics.

The ncew plan provides, among other things, for broader
contacts betwuen the Scientific Academies and Universities of the
two countrics, and for the cxchange of solo performances and
musical companies, the institution of scholarships at Roumanian
and Yugoslav universities and greater co-operation in the fields
of broadcasting and art (Cxhibitions, Festivals, etc.)

Early in January, an exhibition opened in Bucharest,
under. the auspices of the Institutc for Foreign Cultural Relations,
entitled "A Photographic Review of Socialist 7Yugoslavia". It
consisted of numerous photographs illustrating the Yugoslav
struggle for independence and various aspects of the country's
recent industrial, agricultural and cultural expansion.,

10. USSR
United States

We have rcceived information from Washington to the
effcct that the US Soviet cultural negotiations which opened thore
in Octobcr 1957, closcd on 27th January, 1958, with the publication
of a joint communigué announcing, inter alia, the possibility of
weekly air scrvices between New York and Moscow in the not-too-
distant future. There was also an oxchange of lectters and the text
of the agreement rceachcd between the United States and the USSR
with regard to cultural exchanges was drafted. This agrecment,
signed by Mr. Foster Dullcs, the Secrotary of Statc, and by
Mr. Zarubin, Soviet Ambassador to Washington, covers two ycars.
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Generally spcaking, the results appear unsubstantial,
since nonc of the basic proposals put forward by the Americans was
accepted by the Russiaris. The purposc of thesc proposals was to
open a window giving on to the other side of tho Iron Curtain by
such mecens as modification of the dollar-rouble rate cf exchangs,
the interchange of ncwspapers, non-tcchnical publications, literary
poriodicals &and the like between the US and the USSR, thc opening
of Amcrican rcading rooms in the USSR and vice-versa, cessation
of thc jamming of radio progreammcs and the lifting of thc ccnscr-—
ship of rcports by Amcrican ncwspaper correspondents in the USSR.

In short, thc USA-USSR agrcement, with the cxception of
¢xchanges of radio programmcs, only covers cxchanges strictly
rostricted to sporting, technical or cultural activities (oxchange
visits of students, tcachcrs, tcchnicians, doctors, sports teams,

artists, oxhibitors, sccnario writors). , -
France

The Franco-Sovict ncgotiations for cultural exchangcs
which took place in Paris botwecn 30th Soptomber and 9th October
1957, while not cntircly succcessful since no reconciliation was
possible butwoon the points of view of the two delegations as
rugards roncwal of the prescnt agrecment betweon France and the
USSR, was not, however, cntircly without r¢sults. It appears, for
instance, that the two parties have agrced to sct up & joint .
committee for rcporting ncw mecasures becing considcrcd by both
partics in the field of cultural and technical rclations and in
which pcriodical discussions could take place on longer-tcrm
Franco—-Sovict cultural rclations, through exchanges affording an
opportunity for thc two countries to become better acqusinted, and
for gaining a rcal insight into French culturc.

Another result of these negotiations was the agroument
on scicntific, artistic and cultural cxchanges beotween French and
Sovict univcersities (the cstablishment of threo Russian rcaderships
in Frence and thrcc Fronch rceaderships in tho USSR, ) the cxchange
of sciontists, particularly nuclcar physicists, doctors, tcachers

and the like. -

Belgium.

A delogation from the Association for Sovict Cultural
Rulations with Forcign Countries (VOKS) visited Belgium lasi
October at the invitation of the ‘'Belgian-Soviet Fricndship
Association", the purposc being to cstablish cultural contacts
botweon the Soviets and Belgium. One of the wishes cxpressed by
the Chairmen of the Sovict Dclegation was for effoct to be given
to the Sovict-Belgian cultural agreemont concluded in October 1956
and "shclved" in October of the same year following the distuar-
banccs in Hungary,
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Sweden

Concurrently with an exhibition ¢of Soviet books
organized in Stockholm, an exhibition of about 800 Swedish books
on scientific, literary and classical subjects was held at the
Lenin State Library in lecscow on the initiative of the Stockholm
Central Library. At the close of the exhibition, which lasted
for three weelks and ended early in November 1957, the exhibits
were presented to the Scoviet library.

Turkey

vn 14th January, 1958,‘the Scviet Consulate~General in
Istanbul organized an evening film show at which the following
were shown:

(1) a documentary film on the Sputnik’ of some
scientific interest;

(2) documentary cartoons on agricultural production in
the USSR: - :

(3) allegorical cartoons on China;

(4) the colour f£ilm: “Don Quixote“.

Ceylon

A Soviet artistic company of 17 people and led by
Madame Kazantzeva, the "Peoples' Singer', visited Colombe during
the second half of November 1957, and gave free performances of
folk-dancing and choral csinging in one of thc eity parks. This
event was organized by the Asscociation for Soviet-Cingalese
Friendship.

The Ethnographical Institute of the loscow Academy of
Sciences recently published an ethnographical atlas of Ceylon,
Pakistan and India. A special ethnographical study of the
Cingalese population is apparently being made by the Mcscow
Institute of uriental Studies. It has furthermore been reported
that the programme of the Soviet Academy of Sciences includes a
number of archaeological surveys in the interior of the island.

Last vctober a festival of Soviet films was held in
Cclombo,

Afghanistan

Two .Afghan Delegations visited l'cscow last November,
“"he Tirst attended the lith session of the Congress on Phyto-
Pathology and the second, a "cultural¥ delezation, consisting of
a liinistry of Tational Zducation consultant and two editors of
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Afghan periodicals, attcnded the ceremonies held to commemorate
the 40th Anniversary of the Russian Revclution. e

Pakistan

On the occasion .of a visit to the USSR last autumm of
a group cf Pakistani scientists, the Soviet authorities offered
a certain number of scholarships for young Pakistani students
wishing to continue their scientific and technical training in
Soviet universities and other Soviet scilentific institutioms.
The Soviect autherities also offered the Karachi Govermment
other facilities, of which there are no details, for imprcving
Pakistani technico-scientific training. Another item of
interest is the report that the Pakistani Minister of Public
‘jorks attended the ceremonies held to mark the 4Oth Anniversary
of the Russian Revolution in return for a precvious visit paid
by Mr. Mikoyan, Deputy Prime Minister of the Soviet Union to
Pakistan to attend the ceremonies commemerating the anniversary
of the proclamation of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.

Cambodia

An agreement on cultural collaberation between the
USSR and Cambedia, concluded at Pnom-Penh on 3lst lay, 1957, was
ratified by the Supreme Soviet on 28th September of that year.

India

An asscciation was set up in India at the beginning of
1958 for the development of Soviet-Indian cultural relations.
At the same time, a four-man Soviet exhibition of paintings
inspired by Indian themes was inaugurated in Delhi.

Sudan

According to a report from Khartoum published in "The
Times" towards the end of last IFebruary, the Sudanese police
acting on instructions from the local government arrcsted the
Sudanese who toock part in the World Festival of Youth in Moscow
and searched their homes for Communist propaganda. In spite of
the ban placed on the Festival by the Sudanese Government, about
140 young Sudanese are thought to have visited Moscow, mainly
from London, where they arc completing their stndies.

Egypt

A number of Igyptian technical and scicntific missions
visitcd the USSR during 1957, malnly for the purpose of
familiarising thenselves with the new installation techniques.

It would appear, on the other hand, that little progress has been
m%dg if the negotiations for exchanges of Iigyptian and Soviet
students. : :
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Mention must be made of the following developments in
the educational field: :

(1) un the 15t August, 1957, 25 Egyptian musicians left
for the Soviet Union where they are to attend advanced
courses at the Moscow Conservatory for periods varying
between three and five years.

(2) A number of Egyptian technicians are said to have made
considerable progress in the field of nuclear physics.
It is reported that the Soviet Union had been supplying
parts, since November 1957 for an atomic reactor which
is to be built in Zgypt shortly. ‘

(3) A hundred Dgyptian students are said to have gone to
the Scoviet Black Sea summer camps.

(4) TRussian language summer courses were held at the
following centres: Alexandria Peoples University (80
participants), Cairo University (35 participantsg,
Egyptian 3chool of Languages (200 participants).

It is nevertheless believed that, generally speaking,
the study of the Russian language in Dgypt 1s far from attaining
the popularity of English, French, Italian and even German, and
that the Czech language is studied even less than Russian.
Furthermore, the study of German is increasing steadily as a
result of organizational and cultural WWest German activities
in ngypt. . . '

There were many cxchanges of members of cultural and
artistic groups, committeces and so on, between the USSR and
Egypt in 1957. The following werec among the more important
cultural events: |

- Founding of the Association for Egyptian-Soviet Cultural
Relations.

- Soviet . film festival in Tgypt.

- Showing of Sovict documentary fllms on ITgyptian history
presented by the Sovict Ministry of Culture.

- Visit to Zgypt of !'r, Moziev, Director of Soviet Folk
Daneing, for the drafting of the statutes of the
Institute of Lgyptian Ballct and the organizing of
performances or Russian folk dancing.

- A number of Sovict scicntific and cultural missions, some
of theom archaeological, astronautical, medical (tropical
mcdicine), biological, ethnological and agricultural,
visited Egypt in 1957.

- A delegation from the Russian workers' associations
visited Egypt in Deccmber 1957 at thc invitation of the
Lgyptian Trade Unions. .

- Mustapha Kamil, Egyptian M’ “ister of Communicaticns,
visited the USSR in Septemucr 1957.
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- A delegation from the Egyptian radio and television service
led vy the Minister for National Guidance, visited the
Soviet Union for discussions on Soviet-Igyntian
collaboration in the field of television.

-~ An Zgyptian trade union delegation visited the Soviet
Union to attend the ceremonies marking the LOth Anniversary
of the Soviet Workers' Federation.

- Mr. Abd-el-Fattah el-Bindari, Governor of Cairo, visited
the USSR.

- Mr. Mchammed Tl-Bindari, former Egyptian Ambassador tc
Moscow, known as the '"Red Pasha', was among those who
attended the Peace Congress held in lioscow,

- Six hundred and fifty IEgyptian tourists who travelled to
the USSR on the steamer "Krim", received the special
treatment reserved for university students and members of
scientific, ertistic and cinema delegations.

on 10th December, 1957, "Pravda® published a communiqué
signed by Mr. lMikhailov, Minister of Russian Culture, and
lire Fathi Radvan, Minister of Egyptian Naticnal Guidance, ocut-
lining the future development of cultural relations between the
two countries. This communiqué was drawn up to mark the end of
a visit to.the Soviet Union by an Egyptian cultural delegation,
During this visit, Mr. Fathi Radvan made a speech over the Moscow
radio and television network extolling Soviet/Egyptian friendship
and emphasising the assistance at present belng given by the Scviet
Union towards the freeing of the small nations of the Middle Tast
and Africa. As might be expected, the IDgyptian Minister did not
fail to refer, on concluding his broadcast, to the present Soviet
‘'successes' in every field, including culture and art. "There
can be no doudbt", he said, in specaking of the Russian people,
"that a nation which loves beautiful pictures, sculpture, the
theatre and symphonies must also love its fellow men and want them
tc be happy."

Yugoslavia

Under the Soviet-Yuéoslav cultural agreement signed in
Belgrade in the spring of 1956, negotiations, which ended in
Moscow on 7th January, 1958, took nlace between the two countries
to establish the new 1958 programme of cultural collaboration.
“his programme, inter alia, lists the Yugoslav and Soviet bodies
which are to contact each other direct for the implementation of
different cultural schemes. Specific contacts for the estab-
lishment of scientific collaboration in the field of medicine are
also planned and a swnecial additional agreement covers the
exchange of scientific publications between the two countries.

As regards the theatre and nwusic, an exchange of tours
by the Leningrad Ballet Company and Russian Musical Group on the
on¢ hand and performances by the Yugoslav Armed Iorces choirs,
orchestra ccnductors and Yugoslav soloists on the cther hand, has
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been programmed for 1958. As for art and printing, exhibitions
dealing with these two subjects have been planned in the two
countries.

“iith respect to the cinema, official "first nights"”
will be organized both in Yugoslavia and the USSR to launch new
films of the two countries. Collaboration in birrcadcasting has
also been envisaged.

Finally, in the ficld of teaching, arrangements have
been made for a series of e:change visits between tcachers,
tcehnicians and the like.

As rcgards collaberation in training in advanced
techniques, the USSR has granted entry permits te thirty Yugoslav
technicians to allew them to visit the USSR and continue their
cducation at the Sovict higher technical institutions with
cxpenses paid by the Jugoslav exchcquer, Special visiting and
study facilitics will be offered to thesce technicians. Plans
havc alsc been madc for an cxchange of schclarshins for university
students; 16 wil? Jc available for Yugoslav students going to the
USSR and 10 for Zussian stwdents going to Yugoslavia,

1l. YUGOSIAVIA

In 1957, Yugoslavia concluded the following cultural
agreements with other countries.,

(1) Soviet bloc countries

» = an agreement with Poland covering collabcration between
different students' associations and organizations (sports
and travel scctors). This agreement was signed in
January 1957.

- a cultural agrcenent with the USSR signed 7th January 1958
(see USSR above).

- a plan for cultural collaboration with Roumania (signed
20th December, 1957).

During thc pericd under review, Yugoslavia took a
ccrtain number of rneasurcs with regard te cultaral activities
abroad. For example, a tour of Yugeslav soloists was organizcd
in the Pcople's Rcoublic of China and an exhibition entitled
"Socialist Yugoslavia in Photogreaphs” was shown in Buchercst.

(2) Other Countrics

- programme of enltural collaboration with Tgypt, (signed
21st December 1957).
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