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DATA ON NATO AND WARSAW PACT GROUND FORCES
A5 AT END 1972

Note by the Chairman of the Sub~Group on Data Support

1. General., Attached is a draft display of data covering all NATO countries
with ground forces in the NATO Guidelines Area, plus Denmark and all Warsaw Pact
ground forces, as at end 1972, The paper is divided into three parts:

ag Part 1 - general information.

b) Part 2 - data on all HATO ground forces, ZBach country is shown
in a separate section: Sections being grouped into three
geographical regions: the Ncrthern Flank, the NATO Guidelines
Areo and the Southern Flank,

(¢) Part 3 - data on Warsaw Pect ground forces. (This is the only

portion of the paper to be revised(l)).

2. NATQO Porcezs. The data shown for the NATO countries included in this
paper are not complete., Letters have been sent to the appropriate MOD's requesting
the missing information. Om receipt of this informetion, the necessary amendments
will be wmade to the data {ubles.

3. vhen using the attached tables, readors should keep in mind that:

(a) The data shown for Belgium is that for end-1971. On receipt of
input from MOD Brusasels updating their print-out to end 1972, a
new section covering Belgium's ground forces will be published
to replace the one included in this paper,

(b) The data shown for FRG and US ground forces are included as an
interim measure until such time ag the print-outs for these countries
have been updated - this is not expected before mid-October. However,
the figures shown for persomnel are taken from the latest inputs
updating FRG and US forces to end 1972 - beginning 1973. The tank
figures were also taken from these same inputs and are accurate for
US forces, but additional inforumation is required concerning the 1022
FRG tanks shown as being "Remaining Equipment held".

(1) See earlier edition of Warsaw Pact Ground Forces, AC/2(6-WP(75)4, 16th Feoruary,
1973,
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4, VWarsaw Pact Forces., FPart 3 gives a revised/up-dated version of Warsaw
Pact ground forces as ot end 1972, This version is also included as an interim
measure. Following the Intelligence Conference to be held in late September, &
second revised version of the Warsaw Pact ground forces will be issued to replace

the one shown in this paper, The target data for issuing this second revision is
26th October, 1973,

5. Security Classification, This paper is classgified Cosmic Top Secret
and may not be downgraded without permission of the originator.

(Signed) C. J. M. BRANSON
Col. CAF
Chairman, SGDS
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PART 1
SECTION I

GEVERAT, INFORATION

REFERENCES

1. The data appearing in this working paper was extracted from information
contained in the following documents s

(a) NATO Ground Forces s
(1) rrc(WG)wP(70)7, Annex 3, Revised to end 1972 3

(i1) where inputs have not been received from countries updating
the above print-out, data hasg been extracted from latest
national reply to IPQ, or as in the case of Belgium, from the
last print-out (as of end 1971).

(b) Warsaw Pact Forces :

(1) warsaw Pact Land Forces, Total Listing, RFC(WG)WP(70)2, Annex
Revised 1973, dated 14th August, 1973 ;

(11) MC 161/73.

DATA FORMATS

2. Data for each country is shown, where applicable, on three standard
formats :

(a) The Main Format provides total figures of personnel and equipment
at all Major dQs, Major Combat Units, Non=Organic Combat Support
Units and Service Support Formationsunder command of either NATO
or Warsaw Pact, as appropriate, and also for forces remaining
under National Command. Also shown is the total equipment
remaining in each country not accounted for in above mentioned
units/formations.

(b) Ammex A to Main Format provides detailed information on Major
Combat Units.

(¢) Ammex B to Main Format gives a breakdown of the non=-organic
Combat Support Units by functional type.

NiTO CONFIDENTIAL

-6 -




DECLASSI FI ED/ DECLASSI FI EE -

PUBLI C DI SCLOSEDY M SE EN LECTURE PUBLI QUE

DOWNGRADED TO NATO CONFI DENTI AY
SEE: DN(2005) 0004

‘

NATO CONFIDENTIAL

-7 - - PART 1 to
AC/276=WP Revisged

EXPLANATORY NOTES

3 General. The notes are included for the convenience of the user.

4. Availability Times. Times given are taken from updated print-outs
for NATO forces and from informstion supplied by the Intelligence Division
IMS for Warsaw Pact forces.

5 Persormel. Figures shown for Warsaw Pact forces are based on present
NATO agreed TO & E tables. These figures will be amended following any updating
of NATO agreed datae

6. Tanks. Figures include medium and heavy tanks and tank destroyers.
T. AIFVs, Light Tanks, Recce Vehicles. Figures given do not include

wegpon carriers such as SP guns, carriers mounting mortars or anti~tank weapons
as these carriers are shown as weapon systems under their appropriate weapon
column. Figures include both tracked and wheeled combat vehicles.,

8. Armoured Persomnel Carriers (tracked, wheeled or half=-tracked, with
no fighting capabilitiess. Figures shown are for APCs intended only for

transportation of troops on the battlefield.

9. Anti-Pank Weapons. These are shown as either :

(a) Towed or self-propelled anti-tank guns of 50mm and over, or

(b) As guided missile launching systems - counted by system. Hand
held weapons are excluded.

10 Artillery ~ Huclear Capability. Figures show artillery pieces
(towed or ﬂelf—propelledS capable of delivering either conventional projectiles
or nuclear warheads. Since there is no agreed NATO intelligence on the tube
artillery nuclear capability of Warsaw Pact forceo, nil information has been

included on this subject.

11. Other irtillery. Figures shown are towed or self-propelled artillery
guns of over 100mm calibre not already included in "nuclear capability" column,

12. Air Defence

(a) Guns - Those shown are radar controlled weapon systemsof 20mm
calibre or over.

(b) SiMs -~ These are shown as either high or low altitude intercep-

tors, and are counted by crew=-operated launching systems s(so
excluding systems such as "Redeye' and "Blowpipe'.

13, DMortars. Figures include unmounted and mounted mortars of 80mm or
over.
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14+ Launcher Systems. Counted by launching systems :
(a) TUnguided and Single Rockets - i.e. Honest John ;
(b) Guided SSM - i.e. Pershing, Sergeant ;
(¢) MRL ~ all calibres of Multiple Rocket Launchem .

15. River Crogsing Systems. Figures shown give number of systems capable
of carrying MBTs either on ferry, floating bridge or other river crossing system.

16. Army Aviation. Figures give total number of either fixed wing aircraft
or helicopter. No distinction has been made between attack, transportation,
observation or cargo aircraft.

17. Serials 24 and 28 of the Main Format : "Others Stotalsz" and "GRAND
TOTAL", Totals for these two Serials, where persomnel are concerned, were

obtained as follows :

(a) “Grand Total" - from Table II, Item II, Army Section to DPQ ;

(b) "Qthers (totals)" - by substracting total NATO forces plus total
remaining forces from Grand Total.
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