-',aare set out below.
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COMMITTEE OF POLITICAL /LDVISERS

REACTIONS IN ASIAN AND AFRICAN COUNTRIES TO THE
WESTERN 1EACE PLAN

Note by the German Delegatio

The German authorities have undertaken a survey of
reactions to the Western Peace Plan in jisisn and African countrics.
The results of the survey, which was concluded on 15th June, 1959,

I. The reaction to the Western Peace Plan is to a considernble
h extent determined by the level of political education in
the countries concerned and on their attitude towards the
West in general end the Federal Republic in particular,
Moreover, the interest in the Western Peace Plan and in
the East-West negotiations on the German problem are, of
course, greatly influenced by the extent to which publie
attention in the various countries may be occupied by
problems closer to their own world, Summing up the
situation in general, it is obvious that the Western Peace
Plan, in its complexity, has not been understood by the
public and sometimes even the Governments seem to have
failed to understand it, or even to study its deteils.
Except for India and Japan, where both government and
public opinion expressed their reactions in varying
ehades, reaction has in generzl been limited to vegue
expressions of sympathy vis-A-vis the Western proposals,
or to an indifferent neutral scepticism - according to
the fundamental political attitude of the country concerned.

II. Reactions in individual countries (ahort summary) :

Japan

Japanese public opinion on the whole approves the material
content of the plan, but criticises the tying-up of the _
European security question with a phased reunification of
Germany. - :
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The Japanese Government, too, believes that the Western

package deel, whose contents it fully approves, will be
‘eventuelly untied.

South Korea

While South Korean public opinion appcars to be disinterested,
the Government condemns, as o matter of prineiple, any
attempt on the Western side to negotiatc with the Soviets.

It fears, in oddition, that the projcet of an All-German
Committec contained in the Western Feace Plan may prejudice
its own reunification thesis based on the unconditional
surrender of the Communist North,

Fhilipines

Neither the Government nor public opinion have shown much

interecst in the Berlin question and the German problem.

Since the Press obtains its information almost cxclusively

from Unitcd States nows agencies,mpst of its rore reports
~ on these subjccts have a pro-Western tenor,

Victgam

The Western Pence Plen was published by the Press without
editorial comment, The Government, rather rcscrved in its
Judgement, considers the Plan as constructive but sces in
the proposed gradual reunification a prumature readiness to
make concessions, It belicves that this has led to a
stiffening of the Soviet attitude.

Federation of Malay States

The Government continues to adhere to the opinion expressed
in its Note to Bulgaria in 1958 that the German reunification
problem can only be solved on the basis of frec elections.
But both Government and public opinion are too much wrapped
up in thelr own problems to take much intercst in the Westcrn
Peace Plan. ; - :

Thaeilend

The press of Thailand supports the Western point of view,
but voices e cautious pessimism with regnrd to the chanccs
of' the Western Peace ilan being accepted by the Sovicts.
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Although the Government has not yet made known its official
attitude towards the Western Plan, thore is no doubt that in
view of its pro-Western trends this attitude will be
favourable,
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Burma

Neither the Government nor the Fress have expressed an
opinion on the Western Peace Flan.,

Ceylon

The Government, and even more so, publie opinion, know-
little more sbout the Western Flan than that it .
represents a “package deal". Since there is, however,
a general desire for a détente, Germany is expected to

- make "certain sacrifices" which ere not specified in

detail,
India

While the Indian Government has been extremely rescrved
in expressing its views on the Western Feace Plan, end
appears to maintain this reserve as long as world pcace
is not immediately menaced, public opinion and the rress
have engaged in lively discussiocon. The highly

differentiating views may be summed up as follows: the

- materiel provisions, although considcred to be meximum

demands, are considered reasoncble while the "package
deal" aspect meets with much criticism since no result

- is expected as long as the package has not been opened

and the various proposals dealt with one by onc.

akistan

' So far as the Western Plan has been examined at all,

comments were favoursble.

Afghanistan
; GOverhéd_by the policy of strict neutrality adhercd to

by Afghanistan, Government and FPress excrcilse great
reserve in their reaction to the Geneva Conference.
The Press re-printed both the Western and the Soviet
Plan without comments -

4

Iran

Government and rfress have rcacted favourably to the
Western Yeace Plan,

Irak

- While Press and Radio comments on the Western Plan

have been exclusively negative, some of the higher
Government officials are inclined to show a certain
amount of understanding, although thcy cannot, under
the present conditions, voice such vicws in public.

[

e ———————
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The Press, which reports continually and in a friendly manner
on the Western position in Genecva, has printed the Western
Feace Plan in its entirety but without comment. The
Government has refrained from discussing details. The
rcaction to the Western Flan in general is influenced by the
rceent tension in the relations between the UAR and the
- Soviet Union. Despite a general scepticism vis-f-vis the
policy of the Western powers, an attempt is now made to
interpret Soviet policy as aiming st the ecxtension of the
Soviet zone of influence,

Jordgg'

While'public opinion has merely a vague idea of the Western
Peace Flen, the plan is fully supported by the King and the
Government.

- Saudi Arebia

- The attitude of the anti-Communist Government and of public.
- opinion towards Germany is friendly, but governed by their
. declared policy of "true neutrality", which is being
strictly observed, -

-

",

banon

Government and political circles consider the Western Leace
Flan to be "“constructive" while the Press refrains from any
- comments of its own.

Ethiopia

Despite a very sympathetic attitude on tlie part of both the
Government and public opinion with repgard to German _
reunification in freedom, the Western Peace Flan, owing to
its complexity, has hardly been grasped in its essentials.

Libya

The Government's.reaction to the Western Peoce Flan has, on
the whole, been favourecble. Public opinion follows the
Geneva talks with attention. ; '

Tunisia

The Foreign Ministry has received the Western Flan with a
certain amcunt of scepticism, but is prcpered to recornisc
its obvious adventages as compared with the Soviet proposals.
 Tunision public opinion considers it as a welcomce aEtempt to
relicve some of the internationsl tcnsions but the Algerian
problem takes, of course, the first place in all discussions.
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Morocco

Neither Government nor public opinion, both of whieh are
preoccupied with internal policy to the exclusion of
everything clse, have voiced any clecarly defincd views

~on the Western Peace Plan.

Sudan
Neither Government nor public opinion have commented on
the Western Plan.

Liberia

Public opinicn is disinterested. The influential head of

the Liberian Information Service, who is well acquainted
with the Berlin question, has stated that Liberia sidcd

with the Western democracics ond therefore supported the
Western Flan,

Ghana

In 1line with its attitude of neutrality vis-A-vis both

sides in the East-West conflict, the ificcra Government
has remained more or less silent. Public opinion is

-on the whole disinterested.

 Paleis de Chaillot,

Paris, XVIe.
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