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No. 55-00-21
Sofia, 20 March 2018

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Bulgaria presents its compliments to the Diplomatic Missions accredited to the Republic of Bulgaria and has the honour to provide the following information regarding the established practice when elections are held and polling stations are opened by foreign States within their territory:

The holding of elections in another State is a sovereign act performed in a foreign State territory, which is not provided for in the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations and Vienna Convention on Consular Relations. Owing to this circumstance, the prior consent of the receiving State is required.

According to the effective procedure for the holding of elections of a foreign State in the territory of the Republic of Bulgaria, the Diplomatic Mission which plans to open a polling station in the building of the Mission needs to approach the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in advance by a note verbale, requesting permission for the opening of a polling station in the territory of our country. The note must indicate the following information:

· the date on which the elections will be held at the Diplomatic Mission and the availability of any additional date, if a possible second round of voting is envisaged;

· opening and closing of the polls;

· exact address of the polling station.

It is recommended to provide information about the approximate expected number of voters.


Taking into account the principle of reciprocity, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs informs the Embassy concerned regarding consent / refusal of consent to the opening of a polling station in the territory of the Mission. If consent is granted, the event is coordinated with the competent institutions, with a view to taking the relevant measures to ensure security and public order during the polls.         








              . / .
TO

THE DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS

ACCREDITED TO THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA

SOFIA

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs kindly reminds Diplomatic Missions that essential information on the above matter is published in the Protocol Guide on the official website of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Bulgarian and English.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Bulgaria avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Diplomatic Missions accredited to the Republic of Bulgaria the assurance of its highest consideration.
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