Form DG.1 (EN) 


NOTICE OF VACANCY 

SECONDED NATIONAL EXPERTS 

1. Directorate-General


: EAC 

- Directorate



: C "Lifelong Learning: Higher Education and






   International Affairs"
- Unit




: C2 "European Institute for Innovation and 






  Technology; Economic Partnerships"
- Place




: Brussels 
- Head of responsible Unit


: Lucia RECALDE







  - Tel.: +32.2. 29 91281
- Suggested taking up duty


: 4th quarter 2012
Please note that the secondment will be governed by the Commission decision C(2008)6866 of 12/11/2008 laying down rules on the secondment to the Commission of national experts and national experts in professional training. This decision is available on http://ec.europa.eu/civil_service/job/sne/index_en.htm  
2. Main areas of responsibility:
Unit EAC.C2 is looking for a Seconded National Expert to contribute to the development of the activities related to a closer and better cooperation between Higher Education and the world of work. 

More dialogue and exchange, more cooperation between these two worlds is considered a main element in the modernisation agenda of Higher Education in Europe. This will increase the short- and long-term employability of graduates and improve Europe's innovation capacity. The Commission has therefore launched a new initiative in the begin of 2008 to make progress in this area, namely by establishing a platform on European level for the relevant stakeholders to meet, discuss common issues and challenges, exchange experience, share good practice and to learn from each other.

The work on this platform will be intensified, in particular exploring and launching concrete actions that will support the implementation of partnership approaches on the ground. Further synergies are to be developed with other existing initiatives and policies on European, national, regional and local level. Strong focus will be given to the development of entrepreneurship education, considered a main vector to promote and develop Europe’s innovation capacity.

The National Expert is expected to contribute to a number of activities, including inter alia:

• Promotion and development of the Forum, including through supporting the preparation, organisation and follow-up of further University-Business Forums and the development and implementation of an electronic platform;
• Follow-up of the Commission’s Communication (COM(2009) 158 final) on the dialogue between Universities and Business;
• Identify and develop possible linkages with the European Institute for Innovation and Technology (EIT) and the Knowledge Innovation Communities (KIC);
• Establish better links with relevant EU programmes and initiatives in view of increasing synergies and complementarity;
• Promote and develop entrepreneurship education in the context of higher education;
• Drafting of background and position papers, briefings and speeches, following-up of political and economic developments and conducting analytical and research activities on relevant topics;
3. Main qualifications: 

A dynamic and motivated national expert who is highly interested in higher education policy development, in particular in view of connecting higher education closer to other stakeholders of society. He/she should have good knowledge of European higher education policies and programmes and some knowledge of EU Innovation and entrepreneurship policies. 

He/she should have good analytical skills, good communication, networking and organisational skills, sense of initiative and responsibility, and the ability to work in a team. Experience of project management would be desirable. 
4. Languages: 


The working language (particularly writing) will generally be English. A good knowledge of another EU language is required. Knowledge of French would be an asset.
NB to the attention of candidates from third countries: your personal data can be used for necessary checks. More information is available on
 http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/personnel_administration/security_en.htm

