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International Holocaust Remembrance Day 2020: Legacy and Duty

The date of International Holocaust Remembrance Day, January 27,
was chosen because it is the anniversary of the liberation of the Nazi‘s
Auschwitz-Birkenau death camp. It was a key date in the world coming to
know the full horror of the Holocaust. Yet the fuller picture is that already
before then, there was knowledge of what the Nazis were doing and of
what deportation to the camps meant.

It is in the context of this knowledge that the history of the Holocaust in
Bulgaria must be looked at. Because there was indeed a Holocaust in
Bulgaria. The antisemitic laws and regulations, the deprivations of rights,
the deliberate impoverishment of Bulgarian Jews, the forced labour
camps where Bulgarian Jewish men were compelled to spend much of
the year, in the harshest of conditions. For the Bulgarian Jews themselves,
the only reason that the road did not end at the death camps was due
to the courage of much of Bulgarian society, who opposed the planned
deportations: the Bulgarian Orthodox Church, some of the politicians from
the ruling majority, intellectuals and many ordinary people.

Look to the acknowledgment given by Yad Vashem, the World Holocaust
Remembrance Centre, which has listed those Bulgarians that it recognises
as Righteous Among the Nations for their heroic opposition to the
deportations. The standing and authority of Yad Vashem stands behind
the legitimacy of that recognition. The honour given their names is part of
a proud legacy in Bulgarian history.

With regret and indignation, it must be pointed out that there are those
who seek to distort the history of the Holocaust in Bulgaria, in various ways.
There are those who point only to the rescue of the Bulgarian Jews from
deportation, but omit those Jews who were deported from lands under
Bulgarian administration to be murdered; those 11 343 whose memories
we remember today and whose murders we mourn, as we mourn all the
more than six million killed in the Holocaust.

There are those who try to accord to figures such as members of the pro-
Nazi regime in Bulgaria of the time a role in the rescue, an offensive claim
made illegitimate by the genuine historical record. There are those who try
to claim there was no Holocaust in Bulgaria, who try to break away, hide
and deny the existence of those aspects of history inconvenient to them.

The legacy of the history of the Holocaust in Bulgaria is a legacy within the
history of Bulgaria, of the Bulgarian Jews, of the world as a whole, as we
mark International Holocaust Remembrance Day, and on every day of the
year, for our duty always is to remember the history of the Holocaust in full.
And to do much more than single acts of remembrance. With the history of
the Holocaust in front of us, we must learn and pass on every lesson - how it
was possible to come about, those who were perpetrators, those who were
complicit by collaboration or by silence, those who opposed, everyone and
everything lost to the death machine. We must take these lessons forward,
today and every day, to make meaningful our vow: Never Again.

Ha 27 maUl 1943 Hal-BAusmeaHama
AUYHOCM B Boazapckama npaBocaaBHa
ubpkBa - Mumponoaum CmedaH, u3-
npauwla cnevyuanHo okpwbXkHo go Bcuuku
ubpkBu B enapxuama 3a npukaHBaHe
ga ce HanpaBu Bcuuko HeobxoguMo 3a
obrekuyaBaHe kuBoma Ha npecaegBa-
HUMe HezaBucumMo om maxHama Bapa
U 3@ hognoMazaHemo UM No Mecma om
UbpkoBHama uHcmumyuus. Meceuu
npegu moBa Mol 3anouBa akmuBHama
cu geliHocmM NnpomMuB genopmupaHemo
U cpaMHUMe NnpaBumeacmBeHu NAaHO-
Be upe3 Bcuuku cpegcmBa — ocuzypsaBa
HeegHokpamHo peakuyusma Ha CBemusda
CuHOg, Npou3Haca peyu, nuwle NUCMa,
yBAuua caeg cebe cu MHO20 xopa, oky-
parkaBa “nokpbcmBaHemo” Ha eBpeu ¢
ueA cnaceHuemo um, ykpuBa B8 goma cu
2AaBHug paBuH...

O6¢48eH 3a NnpaBegHuk Ha 11 HoeMBpu
2001 a.

EK3APX
CTEQAH

cBemcko ume
CmogaH NonzeopaueB
1878-1957

Exarch Stefan (secular name
Stoyan Popgeorgiev - 1878-1957).
On 27 May 1943 the most
influential personality in the
Bulgarian Orthodox Church

- Metropolitan Stefan, sent

a special circulation to all
churches in his diocese to
appeal to them to do what was
necessary to alleviate the life

of the prosecuted regardless of
their creed, and for their support
by the church institutions on
the spot. Months before he had
begun active efforts against

the deportation and shameful
governmental plans through

all means - he procured the
response of the Holy Synod
several times, made speeches,
wrote letters, attracted a lot

of followers, encouraged the
“baptizing” of Jews in order to
save them, hid the chief Rabbi in
his house...

He was declared righteous on 11
November 2001.

CBew, 8B namem Ha Ek3apx CmegaH nasu Copus KoeH, npegcegamen Ha LileHmpaneH

U3paermgHcku gyxoBeH ceBem

A candle to commemorate Exarch Stefan was lit by Sofia Kohen, Chairperson of the Central

Israelite Religious Council



Mcmopuk, gokmop no 6ozocaoBue, aka-
gemMuk. Mampuapx u Copulicku Mumpo-
noAum (1953). NMpe3 1943 2. gpv3Ba ga ce
ONbAYU Ha BAacmume, 3a ga cnacu nog-
2o0mBeHumMe 3a genopmupaHe 8 Aaze-
pume Ha cMbpmma nAoBguBcku eBpeu.
Tol noeMa cbbpaHume 3a genopmupa-
He eBpeu nog cBog 3akpuna u 3aa9B8a83,
ye ako 2u HamoBapsam BbB8 BazoHuMe,
moU we Ae2He npeg Baaka.

O658eH 3a NnpaBegHuk Ha 11 HoeMBpu
2001 a.

NMATPUAPX
KNPUA

cBemcko ume
KoHcmaHmuH MapkoB
1901-1971

Patriarch Kiril (secular name
Konstantin Markov - 1901-1971).

A historian, doctor in theology,
academician. Patriarch and
Sofia Metropolitan (1953). In

1943 he took a stand against the
authorities to save the Plovdiv
Jews prepared for deportation
to the death camps. He backed
up the Jews gathered for
deportation and proclaimed that
if they loaded them on the cattle
trains he would lie down in front
of the train.

He was declared righteous on 11
November 2001.

CBew; 8 namem Ha MNampuapx Kupua naau H. Mp. Mopam EapoH, nocraHuk Ha gbpxkaBama

U3paen B8 bvreapus

A candle to commemorate Patriarch Kiril was lit by H.E. Yoram Elron, State of Israel

Ambassador to Bulgaria

MoAumuk u obulecmBeHuk, MUHUCMBP
Ha npaBocbguemo (1935-1936), nognpe-
gcegamen Ha HC (1938-1943). Npe3

1943 2. ycnaBa ga omaoyku genopma-
uuama Ha 6bazapckume eBpeu kamo
3anAawBa MUuHUCMbpa Ha BbMmpewHuU-
me pabomu MNemuvp MabpoBcku, ye ako
He ce omMeHU 3anoBegma, mou uie
npegu3Buka napaamMeHmMapHa kpusa

u kpu3za 8 ynpaBaeHuemo. Caeg kamo
noAy4yaBa yBepeHuemo, ye genopma-
uusgma e omAaoXkeHa, Ho He e omMme-
HeHa, moU 3ano4Ba op2aHuU3uUpaHeMo
Ha NnapAaMeHMapHa odpaHluBa cpewly
genopmauuume. 3a ueAma usnpaua
NpPOMeCcMHO NUCMO, NOgNUCaHoO oM
43-Ma HapogHU NnpegcmaBumenu. B
pe3yAmam Ha hucMomo 3ano4Bam
MacoBu npomecmu, koumo npuHykga-
Bam npaBumeancmBomo ga ce omkadke
oM HaMepeHuamMa cu ga genopmupam
6bA2apckume eBpeu kbM Aazepume Ha
cMbpmMmmMma.

YgocmoeH cbce 38aHuemo ,MpaBegHuk
Ha cBema"“ Ha 10 aHyapu 1973 2.

ANMUTDP
NOCNDOB
NELLIEB

1894-1975

Dimitar Yossifov Peshev (1894-
1975). Politician and public figure,
Minister of Justice (1935-1936),
Vice-Chairperson of the National
Assembly (1938-1943). In 1943 he
was successful in postponing the
deportation of the Bulgarian Jews
by threatening the Minister of the
Interior Petar Gabrovski that if

he does not cancel this order, he
would cause parliamentary crisis
and crisis in the public governance.
After he was assured that the
deportation had been postponed,
but not cancelled, he began the
organizing of a parliamentary
offensive against the deportations.
For this purpose, he sent a letter
of protest signed by 43 members
of parliament. As a result from
the letter mass protests began,
which forced the government to
rescind its intentions to deport
the Bulgarian Jews to the death
camps.

He was awarded the title
“Righteous Among the Nations”
on 10 January 1973.

CBew, 8B namem Ha Aumumuvp NeweB nanu leope MNeopaueB, 3aMecmHUk-MUHUCMbP
Ha BbHWHUME pa6omu U HayuoHaAeH koopguHamop 3a 6op6a ¢ aHmMuceMumu3ma

A candle to commemorate Dimitar Peshev was lit by Georg Georgiev,
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and national coordinator for fighting antisemitism



Topza0oB8eu. CemeldcmBomo My »kuBee B
KlocmeHgua, 8 6au3zocm go eBpelickuga
kBapmaa u oule om geme uma 6AU3-

ku npuamenu eBpeu. No-kbcHo ocBeH
Mbp208cku omMHoweHUsa ¢ MeCmMHUMe
eBpeu, mol npogbakaBa ga e 6AU3bK
npugamen ¢ mgax. 3amoBa kozamo go
Hea20 gocmueza MbABama, ue ce nogeom-
B89 genopmupaHemo Ha 6bA2apckume,
U YyacmHocm Ha klocmeHguackume
eBpeu, moUl, 3aegHo c owe mpuma cBou
cbeparkgaHu, ca B geaezauudama, uznpa-
meHa B Codusg 3a cpeuda c nognpegce-
gamenga Ha XXV OHC Aumumubp MeweB,
yuaAMoO UeA e ga ce uzucka ommsaHa Ha
3anoBegma 3a genopmauus.
YgocmoeH cbc 38aHuemo ,MpaBegHuk
Ha cBema"” Ha 10 aHyapu 1973 2.

ACEH
CYUYME3OB

1899-1977

Assen Suichmezov (1899-1977 2.).

Merchant. His family lived in
Kyustendil, close to the Jewish
neighborhood, and since
childhood he had Jewish close
friends. Later on, apart from
trade relations with the local
Jews, he continued to be close
friend with them. Therefore
when the rumor reached him
that preparations were made

to deport the Bulgarian Jews,
and more specifically the
Kyustendil Jews, he, together
with other three of his fellow
citizens, was member of the
delegation sent to Sofia to meet
the Vice-Chairperson of the XXV
Common National Assembly,
Dimitar Peshev, the purpose of
which meeting was to request
cancellation of the order for
deportation.

He was awarded the title
“Righteous Among the Nations”
on 10 January 1973.

CBew; B namem Ha AceH Cyu4yme308 naanu Makcum beHBeHucmu, npegcegamen Ha ,,DoH-

gauus Legaka-Larom*

A candle to commemorate Assen Suichmezov was lit by Maxim Benvenisti, Chairman of

“Foundation Tzedakah-Shalom”

PogeH B8 MAeBeH. Yuumea u geeuy, Ha
BMPO. B3umMa yuyacmue 8 klocmeHgua-
ckama genezauud, koamo Ha 8 Mapm
1943 2. nocmaBg Hayanomo Ha akuua-
ma no cnacsaBaHemo Ha 6bAz2apckume
eBpeu. CAeg npucmu2aHemMo Ha geae-
2auusama 8 Coduda ce npoBerkga cpewia
Cc nognpegcegamensd Ha HapogHomo
cbbpaHue - AuMumbp MeweB u Mmozaa-
BauwHUA MUHUCMDBP Ha BbmpeuwHUMe
pabomu Hukona MNabpoBcku. B pe3ya-
mMam Ha Mme3u cpeuLu genopmauuama
Ha kKlocmmeHguAackume eBpeu e omme-
HeHa.

O6¢48eH 3a NnpaBegHuk Ha 3 mal 2010 a.

BAAAUMUP
KYPTEB

1888-1946

Vladimir Kurtev (1888-1946). Born
in Pleven. Teacher and activist

of VMRO (Internal Macedonian
Revolutionary Organization).

He took part in the Kyustendil
delegation, which on 8 March
1943 marked the beginning of
the campaign for the saving

of the Bulgarian Jews. After

the arrival of the delegation in
Sofia a meeting was held with
the Vice-Chairperson of the
National Assembly - Dimitar
Peshev and the then Minister of
the Interior Nikola Gabrovski. As
consequence of these meetings
the deportation of the Kyustendil
Jews was cancelled.

He was declared Righteous on 3
May 2010.

CBew, 8B namem Ha Baragumup KypmeB nasu KaauHa MuxoBa, gupekmop Ha HYOY ,,PoHang

Aaygep*

A candle to commemorate VIadimir Kurtev was lit by Kalina Mihova, Director of Private

Elementary School “Ronald Lauder”



AgBokam u HapogeH npegcmaBumen
om KlocmeHgua 8 XXIV OHC. Tou e eguH
om YyemupuMama geaez2amu, koumo

ca usnpameHu B Codus 3a cpeuwla c
AumMumubp MeweB c uckaHe 3a omMdaHa
Ha 3anoBegma 3a genopmauuama Ha
Bbazapckume eBpeu. Mpe3 1997 2. MBaH
MoMyuAoB e ygocmoeH cobc 38aHUemo
noyemeH 2pakgaHuH Ha KlocmeHguA.
O648eH 3a NnpaBegHuk Ha 4 cenmemMBpu
1991.

BAH
MOMYUNAOB

1888-1966

Ivan Momchilov (1888-1966).
Lawyer and member of
parliament from Kyustendil in
the XXIV CNA. He was one of the
four delegates who were sent

to Sofia to meet Dimitar Peshev
with the request to cancel the
order for deportation of the
Bulgarian Jews. In 1997 Ivan
Momchilov was awarded the title
honorable citizen of Kyustendil.
He was declared Righteous

on 4 September 1991.

CBew, 8 namem Ha MBaH MomyuroB naau MaeganeHa BvaoBa, lopucm

A candle to commemorate lvan Momchilov was lit by Magdalena Valova, lawyer

PogeH 8 TpaBHa. YXypHaAucm, 06-
uwecmBeHuk u noAumudecku geeu, Tol
ce 06a848a cpewly 3akoHonpoekma

3a 3auiuma Ha Hauusma. AuU4HO nuwe
u3AOXKeHUe go MUHUCMbP-Npegcega-
mena BozgaH QuAoB, c konue go uap
Bopuc Il u go HapogHomo cvbpaHue, 8
koemo omkpumo 3aa8a8a nogkpenama
cu koM eBpeume. Caeg u3aokeHUEMO
Ka3acoB e apecmyBaH u Hakoako gHU
npecmoaBa 8 nonuyuama. MNpegy-
NnpegeH e ga cnpe ga ce 3acmbnBa 3a
eBpeume. B npomuBeH cayyal ule 6bge
uznpameH B8 koHUeHMpaUUoOHEH Aazep.
Bonpeku moBa mol He ce nokonebaBa
U Ha 19.05.1943 2. ny6Au4YHO ce 06484a8a,
3aegHo ¢ 20 BugHU AUYHOCMU - 6uBwiu
MUHUCMpPU U Bucuwu oduuepu, npomuB
u3znpawaHemo Ha codulickume eBpeu
B8 npoBuHUusMa.

O6¢48eH 3a NnpaBegHuk Ha 31 Mal 1966 2.

ANMO TOTEB
KA3ACOB

1886-1980

Dimo Totev Kazassov (1886-1980)
Born in Tryavna. A journalist,
public figure and a political
activist. He declared himself
against the draft Law for the
Protection of the Nation. He
personally wrote a statement to
the Prime Minister Bogdan Filov
with copy to Tsar Boris Ill and to
the National Assembly, in which
he openly stated his support for
the Jews. After this statement
Kazassov was arrested and spent
several days in the police. He was
warned to stop interceding in
favor of the Jews. Otherwise he
would be sent to a concentration
camp. Nevertheless, he didn't
waver and on 19.05.1943 he,
together with 20 distinguished
personalities - former ministers
and high-ranking officers,
declared himself against the
sending of the Sofia Jews out
into the country.

Declared Righteous on 31 May
1966.

CBew 8B namem Ha Aumo TomeB Ka3zacoB naau FoanuaHa MemogueBa, YkypHaaucm u eAa-
BeH pegakmop Ha oHAQUH haAamgopmMama 3a YoBewku npaBa ,MapauHarus*

A candle to commemorate Dimo Totev Kazassov was lit by Yuliana Metodieva, journalist and
editor-in-chief of the online platform for human rights “Marginalia“
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PogeH B LLymeH. Mo-kbcHo
ceMelcmBomo ce npemecmBa 8 Codusq.
Cneg kamo 3aBvpuwBa | Mokka 2uMHa-
3ug (1920), mou ce 3anucBa ga y4u Megu-
UuHa B CY, kogmo 3aBbpuwiBa npe3z 1932 2
¢ gBe cneuuaaHocmu. 3aMuHaBa ga cne-
uuanulupa B BepauH. CAeg cneyuanula-
uusama, npe3 1939 2 ce 3aBpvuia B Codusa
u kapuepama My 3anouBa ga ce pa3BuBa
c 6bpP3u MemMnoBe. brazogapeHue Ha
moBa, ue e Aekap Ha ArekcaHgbp BeneB
(komucap no eBpelickume Bovnpocu),
mouU u3noA3Ba pa3AUYHU Xumpocmu,

¢ koumo ycnaBa ga chacu no3Hamu u
Heno3Hamu 3a Hez20 eBpeu. HezoBama
NbpBa cobnpyza Epuka AeBu cu cnomMHq,
ue mou e ykpuBana Hes u cemelcmBomo
U B8 yacmHug cu kabuHem Ha yA. “BeH-
koBcka" No2. CemelcmBomo ce ykpu-
B8a mam B npogbakeHue Ha 20guUHa U
nonoBuHa ykpuBa 8 malHo noMewleHue
3ag CNeyUaAHO u3z2pageHa npezpagHa
cmeHa. MNpe3 ugaomo moBa Bpeme mol
ce 2pwku 3a Max u gopu ycnaBa ga um
ocuzypu darwuBu gokymeHmu. Epuka
NeBu pa3ka3Ba owe, ye ko2zamo npe3

A-P NMABEA
FrEPAXXUKOB

1906-1985

Dr. Pavel Gerdjikov, MD (1906-
1985). Born in Shumen. Later

on the family moved to Sofia.
After he graduated from First
Men's High School (1920), he
enrolled to study medicine at
Sofia University and graduated
in 1932 with two majors. He went
to Berlin to specialize. After

his specialization, in 1939, he
returned to Sofia and his career
began to develop at a fast pace.
Thanks to the fact that he was

a doctor to Alexander Belev
(commissary on the Jewish
matters), he used various tricks,
by way of which he managed to
save both known and unknown
to him Jews. His first wife,

Erica Levi, remembers that he
concealed her and her family in
his private office on 2 Benkovska
St. The family was hiding there
in the course of a year and

half in a secret compartment
behind a specially constructed
partition wall. During this entire
time, he took care of them and

BoA2apud 3anoyvHaAu ga npeMuHaBam
BazoHume ¢ mpakulicku u MmakegoHcku
eBpeu, g-p repgrkukoB omuBa c 6oa-
HU4YHama kamuoHemka Ha Macmomo,
kbgemo B nanaHupaHo BAaakoBeme ga
cnpam. Nog npegaog, ye ule pa3gaba
AekapcmBa u we npeaaexkga 3a mud,
mou ycnaBa ga cBanu 5 geua om Baako-
Beme u ga 2u cnacu.

O6¢48eH 3a NnpaBegHuk Ha 29 aHyapu
1980 2.

even managed to provide them
with false documents. Erica Levi
furthermore tells that when

the cattle trains with Thracian
and Macedonian Jews started
passing through Bulgaria, Dr.
Gerdjikov came with his hospital
truck to the spot where the trains
were planned to stop. Using the
excuse that he would be giving
out medicines and checking

for typhus, he managed to take
down 5 children from the trains
and save them.

Declared Righteous on

29 January 1980.

A candle to commemorate Dr. Pavel Gerdjikov was lit by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Alexander Oskar, MD,
chairman of the Organization of the Jews in Bulgaria “Shalom”and Head of Clinic for Eye 13
Diseases at University Multiple Profile Hospital for Active Treatment “Alexandrovska”

CBeuw, 8B namem Ha g-p MNaBea NepgykukoB nasu gou. g-p ArekcaHgvp Ockap g.m., npegcega-
men Ha OpaaHu3ayus Ha eBpeume B bvaeapus ,LLlarom” u Ha4arHUK Ha KauHuka no O4YHU
6onrecmu B YMBAN “ArekcaHgpoBcka”



PogeHa B8 Codua. Om 1942 go 1944 2.
ykpuBa 8 goma cu AkoB u Hucum AeBu
(bawia u cuH). B Hauanomo AkoB AeBu
nogcuzypsBa cpegcmBama 3a u3-
gpwkkama u Ha gBamama, Ho ko2amo
me cBopuwBam, me cmaBam HanbAHO
3aBucumu om Bepa. HeUHama npegnpu-
eMyuBocm, kakmo u xpabpocmma U ga
3a2bp6bu aHmMueBpelickomo 3akoHoga-
meAcmBo, cnoMazam 3a oueAsBaHemo
Ha cemelcmBomo. Caeg 6oMbapgupoB-
kume 8 Codus npe3 1943 2. Bepa Ha-
nycka 2paga, 3a ga HaMepu No-CU2ypPHO
yberkuwie 3a Heq, 9koB u Hucum. Mpegu
ga ce BvpHe B 2paga, noceuwlaBa 6pam
CU U C Hez2oBa noMowy, nogcuzypaBa dan-
wuBu gokymeHmu 3a AkoB. ToBa no3Bo-
As1Ba Ha ceMelcmBomo ga npugBuxku
cnokoUHo go 2pag Mewiepa, kegemo 2au
ouyakBa Bepa. ABe 20guHuU caeg kpas Ha
BolUHama mga npogbaxkaBa ga ce 2purku
3a Mankuga Hucum u He npuema HukakBo
Bwv3HazparkgeHue 3a cBoume ycuaud.
O6gB8eHa 3a npaBegHuk Ha 4 Mapm 1987 2.

BEPA
NMACEBA-
NMYKOBA

Heu3B.

Vera Passeva-Ichkova (unknown)
Born in Sofia. Between 1942 and
1944 she hid Yakov and Nissim Levi
(father and son) in her home. In
the beginning Yakov Levi provided
the means for support of both him
and his son, but when they were
extinguished, Yakov and Nissim
become fully dependent on Vera
Passeva. Her entrepreneurship,

as well as her bravery to turn her
back on the anti-Jewish legislation,
contributed to the survival of the
family. After the air-raids in Sofia

in 1943 Vera left the city to find a
more secure asylum for herself,
Yakov and Nissim. Before returning
to the city she visited her brother,
and with his help secured false
documents for Yakov. This allowed
the family to freely move to the
town of Peshtera where Vera was
awaiting them. Two years after

the end of the war Vera Passeva
continued taking care of the small
Nissim and did not accept any
reward for her efforts and gesture
toward the two of them.

Declared Righteous on 4 March
1987.

CBew B namem Ha Bepa lNaceBa-NykoBa naau npog. XeHu Aopep, YreH Ha 6bazapckama
eBpeucka o6uHocm u koopguHamop Ha EBponedckus geH Ha eBpedckama kyamypa

A candle to commemorate Vlera Passeva-Iichkova was lit by Prof. Henny Lorer, member of the
Bulgarian Jewish community and coordinator of the European day of Jewish culture

PogeHa 8 HukonoAa. Ta e cupave u e
ompacHaAa cpeg eBpeulcku geua, a
no-kbcHo »kuBsaaa ocHoBHo B8 Aom. B
HavYyaAoMo Ha Mapm 1943 2. eBpeume om
BeAroMopuemo ca mpaHcnopmMmupaHu go
npucmaHuuiemMo B Aom, kegemo vakam
C gHU 3amBopeHu B koHckume BazoHu.
Hagedkga Burkga Hewa, koumo g woku-
pam u 4yyBa crnoHoB8e u MoABU 3a Boga.
ToBa Bpouwla cnomMeHume U om gem-
cmBomo u mga 6e3 konebaHue B3uma
koda c Boga u mpbaBa kbMm BazoHume.
MoAuuaume a 6Abckam 3anAauiBam, HO
ma uM omBpbula “Moyke ga Me ybue-
me, HO a3 we gam kanka Boga Ha me3u
6egHuU xopa”. HeUHUSM NnpuMep e noc-
AegBaH om gecemku 2pakgaHu Ha AoMm.
Bonpeku 3anaaxume Hageykga ce Bpvwia
HeegHokpamHo go BazoHUMeE U HOCU He
camo Boga, HO U a6bAku, 3axap, cupeHe,
kuceno Magko Ha 6enoMopckume eBpeu
kaueHu BB BrakoBeme Ha cMbpmMmma.
Coc cBoume gelicmBus msa cmaBa con-
pudacmHa koM eBpelickama mpazegus,
6e3 ga ce 3aMUcAs 3a nocaegcmBusma.
YgocmoeHa coc 38aHuemo Ha 18 gekem-
Bpu 2001 a.

HAAEXAA
BACUAEBA

1891-Heu3B.

Nadejda Vassileva (1891-unknown)
Born in Nikopol. She was an
orphan and grew among

Jewish children, while later on
she mainly lived in Lom. In the
beginning of March 1943, the
Jews from the Aegean Sea were
transported to the Lom harbor
first, where they had to wait

for days locked in the cattle
trains. Nadejda saw things,
which shocked her, and she
heard moans and pleads for
water. This brought her back to
her memories from childhood
and she firmly took a bucket of
water and started walking to
the wagons. The police pus
and threatened her, but
responded “You may Ki
shall give a drop of w
poor people”. Her ex
followed by dozens
Lom. Despite the thr
kept coming back to
several times and brou
only water, but also apples,
sugar, cheese, yoghurt to the
Aegean Sea Jews loaded on the
trains to death. With her action

CBew, B namem Ha Hagexkga BacuaeBa naru AcuHa /stte ecanee empatheétiedouive
.bem LLlarom*“u opmanmonoe 8 YMBAA ,,A/\ekco#{gpo@@lwf‘sh tragedy without thinking
A candle to commemorate Nadejda Vassileva was lit biofthelcohséquierices.of the

foundation “Bet Shalom”and ophthalmologist at UMP@ﬁgW%JéWQP/a@a the title on 18

December 2001.



PogeH B8 Codusd. XXuBee c pogumeaume
cu B8 ueHmMbpa Ha eBpelckusa kBapman B
Codugq, kegemo Hay4aBa naguHo. Tol u
Hez20Busg 6pam uMam MHO20 NpUAMEeAU
cpeg eBpeume u Bpamama Ha goma

UM BuHazu e buna omBopeHa 3a Mmeax,
ocobeHo caeg BbvBeykgaHemo Ha 3akoHa
3a 3auuma Ha Hauusma. Camuam mou
yecmo npegomBpamsaBa HanageHusa
Hag eBpeume. A careg BvBerkgaHemo Ha
33H, kolmo oz2paHuyaBa gBuykeHuemo
Ha eBpeume, MAaageH U Hez2o0Bu npuga-
meAu 06aB8aB8am, ue ca 3a2y6UAU AUYHU-
me cu gokyMeHmMu. MI3gaBam um gpyau,
a mexHume cmapu gokyMeHmMu nog-
NnpaBam u 2u gaBam Ha cBoume npugs-
meAu eBpeu. CmaBa uzBecmeH kamo
“3awumHuka Ha 2zemomo”. CAeg goHocC
e apecmyBaH u cbgeH om BoeHeH Cbg
npe3 1943 2. NoAy4yaBa gBez2oguuwiHa
npucbga, npel 1944 2. e ocBobogeH.
O648eH 3a NnpaBegHuk Ha 11 peBpyapu
1991 2.

MAAAEH
MBAHOB

1923-2012

Mladen Ivanov (1923-2012). Born
in Sofia. Lived with his parents

in the center of the Jewish
neighborhood in Sofia, where

he learned ladino. He and his
brother had many friends among
the Jews and the door to their
house was always open for them,
especially after the introduction
of the Law for the Protection

of the Nation. He himself often
prevented attacks on Jews. While
after the introduction of LFPN,
which limited the movement

of the Jews, Mladen and his
friends declared that they had
lost their personal documents.
They issued them new ones,
while their old documents they
falsified and gave to their friends
Jews. He became known as the
“defender of the ghetto”. After

a denunciation he was arrested
and tried by a military court in
1943. He received a sentence

of two years, in 1944 he was
released.

He was declared righteous on 11
February 1991 2.

CBeuw, 8 namem Ha MaageH MBaHoB8 naau nocaaHuk NaameH boH4eB, pvkoBogumen Ha
6vreapckama genezayus 8 MexkgyHapogHUS aAUQHC 30 Bb3nomeHaHue Ha Xonokocma

St

A candle in memory of Mladen Ivanov w«
Bulgarian delegation in the International Hol

lit by Ambassador Plamen Bonch
ocaust Remembrance A

nce

PogeHa B8 MaHazlopuwie. Creg kamo
HelUHUs CbnNpya yMuUpa npe3 30-me
20gUHU Ha XX Bek, mga u gBeme U geua
ce Mecmgam B8 goMa Ha pogumeaume U.
Cneg npokapBaHemo Ha aHmueBpel-
ckomo 3akoHogamencmBo B8 BoAzapus
codulickume eBpeu ca uzceneHu 8
npoBuHuuamMa. HelHUMe pogumeau
He ocmaBam 6e3ydYacmHu U 3aegHo ¢
Hesa ykpuBam cemeldcmBomo Ha Ako
Hucum EdpaumM. EQHa om oMbkeHUMe
My gbudepu Aea Qapxu e BpeMeHHa u
Mol kamo e eBpellka HAMa NpaBo Ha
kakBamo u ga 6uao MeguuuHcka no-
Mouwl. Ko2zamo 3anouBa npexkgeBpemeH-
Homo U paykgaHe Cmarka CmoudueBa U
noMaza ga pogu 3gpaBo MoMuyeHue. B
npogbAkeHue Ha gBe 2oguHU CmaHka
ce 2puyku 3a mgax. Ta u malka U noMazam
U Ha gpyau xopa 6e3 o2Aeg Ha mexHus
peAu2uo3eH U emHudecku npou3xog.
YgocmoeHa cbc 38aHUemo Ha 21 gekeMm-
Bpu 2004 2.

CTAHKA
CTOUYEBA

Heu3B.- 1964

Stanka Stoycheva (unknown-
1964). Born in Panagyurishte.
After her husband died in the
30s of the XX century, she and
her two children moved to

the home of her parents. After
the introduction of the anti-
Jewish legislation in Bulgaria
the Sofia Jews were deported
out in the country. Her parents
did not remain unconcerned
and together with her hide the
family of Yako Nissim Efrahim.
One of his married daughters,
Lea Farkhi, was pregnant, and
since she was a Jew, she had no
right to any medical help. When
her premature labors began,
Stanka Stoycheva helped her
give birth to a healthy girl. In
the course of two years Stanka
took care of them. She and her
mother helped also other people
regardless of their religious and
ethnical origin.

She was awarded the title on 21
December 2004.

CBew B namem Ha CmaHka Cmou4eBa naru Ema AaHgonoBa, yveHuk 8 4 kanac Ha HOY

~PoHang Naygep”

A candle to commemorate Stanka Stoycheva was lit by Ema Dandolova, a student in 4th

grade of Private Elementary School “Ronald Lauder”



PogeH B 2pag Pe3eH, MakegoHug. Mpe3
1903 2. cemelUcmBomo My ce npeceABa

8 Coduqa. AmaHac KocmoB 3aBvpuwu-

Ba MeguuuHckomo cu o6pa3zoBaHue B
Moau, ABcmpug. Bpbula ce B BoAzapus

u 3ano4Ba ga npakmukyBa npodecus-
ma cu B npoBuHuusama. Mpe3 1941 2. e
Mo6UAU3UpPaH U uznpameH B8 Ckonue,
kvgemo opzaHu3upa MeguuuHckomo
obcayrkBaHe. A-p KocmoB e kamezo-
pu4YHO NpomuB aHmueBpelickume u
guckpuMUHaUUOHHU NoAUMUKU cNnpaMo
eBpeume u ycngBa ga ypegu paboma Ha
cBoume konezu eBpeu B manku u omga-
AeYeHU Mecma. ABe 20guHU No-KbCHO,
npu apecma Ha 7000 eBpeu B Ckonue,
moU ycnaBa ga cnacu cBou npusme-

AU U mexHume cemelicmBa - obulo 58
gywu, kamo 3a98aBa npeg BAacmume,
ye me3u Xopa ca My HeobxoguMuU 3a
npegomBpamsaBaHe Ha enugemMuu. Caeg
kamo noay4daBa omka3, mou 3amuHaBa
He3abaBHo 3a Codus, 3a ga HanpaBu
Bcuuko Bv3zMoykHO 3@ NnogcuzypaBaHemo
Ha cBobogama Ha cBoume koaeau. 3a
ueAma mou 3anAaulBa, ve we HanycHe

A-P ATAHAC
KOCTOB

(1900-1961

Dr. Atanas Kostov, MD (1900-
1961). Born in the town of Rezen,
Macedonia. In 1903 his family
moved to live in Sofia. Atanas
Kostov completed his medical
education in Graz, Austria. He
came back to Bulgaria and
began to practice his profession
in the countryside. In 1941 he
was mobilized and sent to
Skopje where he organized the
medical services. Dr. Kostov
was categorically against the
anti-Jewish and discriminatory
policies against the Jews and
managed to find work for his
Jewish colleagues in small and
remote places. Two years later,
during the arrest of 7000 Jews
in Skopje, he managed to save
his friends and their families - a
total of 58 people, by declaring
before the authorities that he
needed these people to prevent
epidemics. After he received a
refusal, he immediately left for
Sofia to do everything possible
to ensure the freedom of his

CBew, B namem Ha g-p AmaHac KoaeB naau gou. g-p Co¢u MuHkac, npegcegamen Ha Cob-
loza Ha BemepaHume om BouHume kbm POE ,Lllarom” - Cogpus u 3a8exkgauy mexkgyHapog-
Hama gedHocm Ha Cblo3z Ha BemepaHume om BouHume Ha bvarcapus

nocma cu, ako moBa He ce cAy4u. Moa-
6ama My e ygoBaemBopeHa u om Codus
uznpauwlam 3anoBeg 3a ocBoboykgaBaHe-
mo Ha eBpeume Aekapu papmaueBmu u
mexHuUme cemelicmBa.

YgocmoeH cbe 38aHuemo “MpaBegHuk
Ha cBema” Ha 14 anpua 2002 a.

Veterans

colleagues. For this purpose, he
threatened that he was going
to leave his job if his colleagues
were not freed. His request was
satisfied and from Sofia they
sent an order to release the
Jewish doctors - pharmacists and
their families.

He was awarded the title
“Righteous Among the Nations”
on 14 April 2002.

1" - Sofia



XuBee B8 Coduga c 6aba cu, koamo uma
dypHa B ueHmMvpa Ha eBpelickuga kBap-
man tOubyHap. Ha 24 Mmal 1943 2. MHo20
eBpeu u3zAU3aM NpomMmecmHama geMoH-
cmpauus caeg cAyxoBeme 3a genopma-
uusg. Mocpewia 2u BoopwykeHa noAuUUA
u B xaoca, AuMumpoB npukaHBa 20 om
pa3zbazanume ce eBpeu ga ce ckpuam
B8 dypHama Ha Baba My. [NomMaeza ¢
XpaHa Ha MHO20 om apecmyBaHume u
u3znpameHu B8 razep B ComoBum 400
codulicku eBpeu. Koezamo noAuuaume
20 Buxkgam ga pa3zoBapsa c eBpeuH, 20
apecmyBam u npebuBam, B pesyaAmam
Ha koemo 3peHuUeMmo My e CUAHO yBpe-
geHo. PybuH AuMumpoB e nbpBuam
6bA2apuUH Npu3Ham 3a npaBegHuk.
YgocmoeH cbc 38aHUemo Ha 16 loau
1963 2.

PYBUH
ANMUTPOB-
BUNKO

1915-1995

Rubin Dimitrov-Biko (1915-

1995). He lived in Sofia with his
grandmother who had a bakery
in the center of the Jewish
neighborhood Yuchbunar. On 24
May 1943 many Jews come out

to join the protest rally after the
rumors of deportation. Armed
police greeted them and, in the
chaos, Dimitrov invited 20 of the
Jews who had run away to hide
in the bakery of his grandmother.
He helped many of the 400 Sofia
Jews arrested and sent to a camp
in Somovit, by bringing food.
When the policemen saw him
talk to a Jew, he was arrested and
beaten up, as a result of which
his eyesight was significantly
damaged. Rubin Dimitrov was
the first Bulgarian recognized as
Righteous.

He was awarded the title on 16
July 1963.

CBew, 8 namem Ha Py6uH AumumpoB-buko nanu Hukoral Meanv608, npegcegamen Ha
OpeaHuzayus lNpusmenu Ha M3paen 8 Bbrzapus - HezeB

A candle to commemorate Rubin Dimitrov-Biko was lit by Nikolay Galabov, Chairperson of the

Organization Friends of Israelin Bulgaria - Negev

Avbuwiepa Ha BugHug lopucm om
eBpeticku npousxog Mocud DageH-
xexm. Npe3 1943 2. 3aegHO CbC CbNpyaa
CU meampanHusa pexkucbop CmedaH
CopuagrkueB, pabomam u »kuBegam 8
Ckonue. Ha mgax umM e u3BecmHo, ue
npe3 mepumopusama Ha MakegoHus
npemuHaBam BaakoBe HamoBapeHuU ¢
eBpeu B nocoka lepmaHuda. EgHa How,,
ceMmelcmBomo, 3aegHo ¢ koMeHgaHmMa
Ha 2paga CmedaH NoncmedaHoB, om-
Bapsam BazoH om ewanoHa U ocBoboyk-
gaBam eBpeume, koumo ca Bbmpe u
2u ykpuBam 8 gomoBeme cu. YkpuBa 8
goMma cu cemelcmBo Kapuo 10 gHu, Bb-
npeku ve B kbulama, 8 kogmo »kuBeam,
ca pa3zkBapmupyBaHu 2epmaHuu. Te 3a-
egHo cbc ceMelicmBo NMoncmedaHoBu,
ycnaBam ga opzaHusupam 6szcmBomo
UM npe3 AnGaHuq.

YgocmoeHa cbce 38aHuemo “MpaBegHuk
Ha Hapogume” Ha 7 loHu 1983 2.

AHHA
CbPYHAAXUEBA

1914-2007

Anna Surchadjieva (1914-2007).
Daughter of the distinguished
jurist of Jewish origin Yossif
Fadenheht. In 1943 she, together
with her husband, the theatre
director Stefan Surchadjiev,

was working and living in
Skopje. They were aware that
trains crowded with Jews were
passing through the territory of
Macedonia going the direction of
Germany. One night the family,
together with the commander
of the city Stefan Popstefanoy,
opened a wagon from the
echelon and freed the Jews that
were inside and hid them in
their homes. She hid the family
Kario in her home for 10 days,
even though Germans were
accommodated in the house, in
which they lived. They, together
with the family Popstefanovi,
managed to organize the escape
of these Jews through Albania.
Awarded with the title
“Righteous Among the Nations”
on 7 June 1983.

CBew, B namem Ha AHHa CbopyagrkueBa nanru ArekcaHgpa CepyagykueBa, akmpuca

A candle to commemorate Anna Surchadjieva was lit by Alexandra Surchadjieva, actress



PogeH B Codus. XKuBee 8 eBpelickua
kBapman B 2paga. lNo BpeMe Ha 20He-
HusiMa, mou ocu2ypsBa Ha Hy>kgaeuju
ce eBpelicku cemelicmBa c xpaHa u
cpegcmBa. CAeg geMoHCMpauuama Ha
codulickume eBpeu Ha 24 Mal 1943 2.
Muko Odep e apecmyBaH u usnpameH

8 nazepa ComoBum. AeHkoB 20 noce-
ulaBa u My HOCU XpaHa U nucMa om
ceMelcmBomo u npusmeaume. Kozamo
u3zcenBam codulickume eBpeu om cmo-
AUU2Ma U 2u BbgBopsaBam B8 npoBuHUU-
ama, mou ycnaBa ga npeBege HeAe2anHO
8 PyMbHUS Hakou om meax, koumo om
maM ga cmuza2Ham go Epeu MN3paen. Caeg
BoUHama, Bpw3zkama mexkgy AeHkoB u
eBpelickume My npuameau He e npe-
kbcHama u mou ¢ puck 3a kuBoma cu
ycnaBa ga 2u u3Bege Hene2anHO om
cmpaHama, 3a ga Mo2am ga eMuzpupam
8 MaAnecmuHa. 3a ma3u cu geliHocm
moU e apecmyBaH u npekapBa B8 3amBo-
pa cegeM Meceua.

YgocmoeH cbce 38aHUemMo Ha 5 aHyapu
1971 2.

CrmunpPo
AEHKOB

1919-1996

Spiro Denkov (1919-1996). Born
in Sofia. Lived in the Jewish
neighborhood in the city. During
the pursuits he provided food
and money to Jewish families in
need. After the demonstration
of the Sofia Jews on 24 May
1943 Miko Ofer was arrested

and sent to the Somovit camp.
Denkov visited him and brought
him food and letters from the
family and friends. When they
evicted the Sofia Jews from the
capital and established them in
the countryside, he managed to
illegally transport some of them
to Romania, so they could reach
Eretz, Israel from there. After the
war, the connection between
Denkov and his Jewish friends
was not discontinued and he,
while risking his life, managed
to illegally take them away from
the country, so that they could
emigrate to Palestine. For this
activity of his he was arrested
and spent seven months in jail.
Awarded the title on 5 January
1971

CBew B namem Ha Cnupo AeHkoB nanu Auau ApazoeBa, uznbAHUMeAeH gupekmop Ha

Buanumuc

A candle to commemorate Spiro Denkov was lit by Lilly Dragoeva, Executive

rector of Bilitis

BoAzapcku emuzpaHm, kolmo »kuBee B
Ogeca. Mpe3 1930 2. ce »keHu 3a Capa Te-
nAuY, BgoBuua om eBpelicku npou3xog,
kosgmo uMa mpu goulepu om nbpBusda
cu 6pak - leHus, WuBa u Qupa. Mpe3
1932 ce parkga uemBbpmama uM gbule-
ps Ana. Ao Hayanomo Ha BolHama Bcuu-
kume My goulepu ca oMokeHU U Bcuuku
»kuBeam B8 Ogeca. Mpe3 1941 2. me 3akbe-
HABam c eBakyauusama u He ychaBam
ga ce ykpugm HaBpeme. Creg Bauza-
Hemo Ha HeMmckama Boucka 8 Ogeca,
Bacuau pa3bupa kakBa e onacHocmma
3a usnomo cemelicmBo U pewaBa ga 2u
ykpue npu cecmpa cu, a caAeg moBa npu
6pamoBueg cu. C gelicmBugama cu Ba-
CUAU ycnaBa ga cnacu Capa, yemupume
CU gbWwiepu U mexHuUme cemelicmaBa.
YgocmoeH cbce 38aHuUemo Ha 17 loHu
2007 a.

BACUAN
MBAHOB

1896 - 1973

Vassily lvanov (1896 - 1973) A
Bulgarian emigrant living in
Odessa. In 1930 he married Sara
Teplich, a widow of Jewish origin
who had three daughters from
her first marriage - Genia, Shiva
and Fira. In 1932 their fourth
daughter Ala was born. By the
beginning of the war all his
daughters were married and all
were living in Odessa. In 1941 they
were late with the evacuation
and did not manage to hide

on time. After the entry of the
German troops in Odessa, Vassily
understood the danger for the
entire family and decided to hide
them at his sister’s, then at his
cousin’s. With his actions Vassily
managed to save Sara, his four
daughters and their families.
Awarded the title on 17 June
2007.

CBew, 8B namem Ha Bacuau MBaHoB naau Bukmop Meaameg, gupekmop Ha bvareapckus

oguc Ha ,AmepukaHckus eBpelicku komumem*

A candle to commemorate Vassily Ivanov was lit by Viktor Melamed, Director of the Bulgarian

office of the ,American Jewish Committee"”



TeampanHa akmpuca, cbnpyaa Ha
obracmHua noAuuelcku ynpaBumen
Ha Ckonue. B HayaAnomMo Ha Mapm 1943
2. eBpelckama obuiHocm B8 Ckonue

e yBegoMeHa, ve Ha 11 Mmapm Bcuuku
mps6Ba ga ce cobepam Ha Xkn 2apama.
NMoncmedaHoBu no3HaBam MoHu u
PawieA Kapuo u geuama UM U 2uU hpe-
gynpexkgaBam ga He omuBam, a ga

ce onumam ga u3zbgzam. Ha 10 Mmapm
AHHa Bogu cemelcmBomo B cBos gom,
kbgemo 2u ykpuBa HakoAko gHU, a caeg
moBa uM HaMupa gpya0 yoerkuwe 8
goma AHHa CopyagrkueBa. Hemupu gHu
no-kbcHO M4a U cbnpyabm U ycnaBam ga
HaMepam kapma, Ha kogamo ca ombe-
Asi3aHU Bcuuku 6baz2apcku u 2epmanHcku
oxpaHuUmMeAHU nocmoBe No NbMa KoM
anbaHckama epaHuua u 9 npegaBam Ha
cemMelcmBo Kapuo. KoecHo npe3 HoulmMa
ceMmelcmBomo ycnaBa ga cmuzHe go
AnBaHug, a AHHa U CmedaH cregBam
konama go 2paHuUuama, 3a ga ca cuayp-
HU, Yye Bcuuko e Hapeg.

YgocmoeHa cbc 38aHUemMo Ha 21 anpuA
1983 2.

AHHA
FrEOPrMEBA
AAMAHOBA-

NMOMNCTEMPAHOBA

Heu3B.

Anna Georgieva Damyanova-
Popstefanova (unknown) Theatre
actress, wife of the district police
governor of Skopje Stefan. In the
beginning of March 1943, the Jewish
community in Skopje was informed
that on 11 March all had to gather at
the railway station. The Popstefanov
family knew Moni and Michel Kario
and their children and warned them
not to go, but to try to run away.

On 10 March Anna Popstefanova
visited the home of the family and
took them to her house, where she
hid them for several days. Then she
found them another asylum in the
home of Anna Surchadjieva. Four
days later she and her husband
managed to find a map, on which
all Bulgarian and German security
posts were marked on the way to
the Albanian border, and handed it
over to the Kario family. Late in the
night the family successfully reached
Albania, while Anna and Stefan
followed the car to the border to be
sure everything was OK.

She was awarded the title on 21 April
1983.

CBew B namem Ha AHHa eopeueBa AamsaHoBa-loncmegpaHoBa naru CumoH Cemax, pbko-

Bogumen Ha opeaHu3ayus ,Auuomep Ayaup”

A candle to commemorate Anna Georgieva Damyanova-Popstefanova was lit by Simon

Semakh, head of organization “Hashomer Hatzair”

PogeH B8 Codusa. CuemoBogumen. Mexk-
gy hpusmeaAaume My UMa MHO20 eBpeu.
M ko2amo npe3 1942 2. npugmeaume
My ca u3znpameHu 8 mpygoBu Aazepu,
moU ycnaBa ga ce npoMbkHe U ga uMm
ocuzypu xpaHa, AekapcmBa u gpexu.
MNpe3 cbuama 20guHa NoMaza Ha AaBug
Mo3ed A3ucoB u Bawa My ga 6bgam
ocBobogeHu om 3amBopa. o Bpeme Ha
u3zcenBaHemo Ha codpulickume eBpeu
npe3 Mal 1943 2. MuxauA MuxalnoB
CbxpaHsaBa uMywecmBomo Ha MHO20
om npusameaume cu. Tod yecmo 2u
noceuaBa u 6e38b3Me3gHO UM HOCU
XpaHa u MegukameHmu, 3aulomo BapBa
B8 cbcmpagaHuemo koM 6AUXKHUS.
YgocmoeH cbce 38aHUemo Ha 2 deBpya-
pu 1971 2.

MUXAUA
rEOPrmEB
MUXAUAOB

Heu3B.

Mihail Georgiev Mihaylov
(unknown). Born in Sofia.
Accountant. There were many
Jews among his friends. And
when in 1942 his friends were
sent to labor camps, he managed
to steal away close to them

and provide them with food,
medicines and clothes. During
the same year he helped David
Josef Azissov and his father be
released from jail. During the
time of the eviction of the Sofia
Jews in May 1943 Mihail Mihaylov
was keeper of the property of
many of his friends. He often
visited them and gratuitously
brought them food and
medications because he believed
in the compassion to our fellows.
He was awarded the title on 2
February 1971.

CBeuw B namem Ha Muxaun leopaueB MuxalroB8 naru PoH AragrkeM, npe3ugeHm HA opaa-

Hu3ayus BBYO

A candle to commemorate Mihail Georgiev Mihaylov was lit by Ron Aladjem, president of the

organization BBYO



PogeH 8 KlocmeHguA. Mpe3 1921 2. 3a-
BopuwBa lOpuguueckua dakyamem 8 CY
U pabomu kamo agBokam 8 nepuoga
1933-1944 2. Koeczamo npe3 Mapm 1943 2.
klocmeHguackume eBpeu ca cobpaHu

u ce 20mBu MaxHama genopmauud,
2parkgaHume Ha KlocmeHgua ce Mobu-
AU3Upam B maxHa 3auwuma. Te uznpa-
uwam genezauuqa 8 Codug, kamo eguH
om YyemupuMama geae2amu e Nemvp
MuxaneB. Te ce cpeulam c AUMUMbP
MewieB,a NO-KbCHO U C MUHUCMbPA Ha
BompewHumMe pabomu Memvp MNa-
6poBcku, kolmo omHavaro ompuuya,

ye e npegBugeHo B genopmauuama

ga 6bgam BkaloueHu 6bazapcku eBpeu.
Aenezauuama HacmosBa MNabpoBcku ga
omMeHu 3anoBegma, Ho moU omzoBa-
ps, ye He MoXke ga 9 OMMEHU, HO U3NbA-
HeHuemo U Moyke ga Bbge BpeMeHHO
omaoXkeHo. BAazogapeHue Ha 6bplama
U pewumeAHa HaMeca Ha geAezauusama
6bA2apckume eBpeu ca cnaceHu om
genopmauus.

MoAyuaBa 38aHuemo Ha 10 aHyapu 1973 2.

NMETDLP
MUXAAEB

1899-1985

Petar Mihalev (1899-1985).

Born in Kyustendil. In 1921 he
graduated from the Law Faculty
of Sofia University and worked
as a lawyer in the period 1933-
1944. When in March 1943 the
Kyustendil Jews were gathered
and their eviction was under way,
the citizens of Kyustendil were
mobilized in their defense. They
sent a delegation to Sofia, where
one of the four delegates was
Petar Mihalev. The delegates met
with Dimitar Peshev, and later
on the Minister of the Interior
Petar Gabrovski, who initially
denied that Bulgarian Jews
were planned to be included in
the deportation. The delegation
insisted Gabrovski to cancel the
order, but he responded that

he could not cancel it, but its
execution could be temporarily
postponed. Thanks to the fast
and firm intervention of the
delegation the Bulgarian Jews
were saved from deportation.
He received the title on 10
January 1973.

CBew; 8 namem Ha Membp MuxareB8 naau Mocko MoaxoB, pbkoBogumen Ha cnopmeH Kay6

~Makabu*, Copus

A candle to commemorate Petar Mihalev was lit by Yosko Molhov, head of Sports Club

“Maccabi”, Sofia

B 2coguHume 1941-1944 2. B8 KoHcyAacko-cmonaHckama gupekuus npu 6oA-
2apckomo MuHucmepcmBo Ha BbHUIHUME pabomu ca NoAy4YaBaHu vpes
Aez2auuume B byganewla u bykypew, meaezpamMu ¢ MOABU om yHz2apcku

U pyMbHcku eBpeu, ga uM 6bge pa3pewleHo mMpaH3uMmHo npeMuHaBaHe
npe3 BoAzapus 3a MNarecmuHa. Bvnpeku uzpudyHama 3abpaHa ga He ce
pa3pewaBam mpaH3umHu Bulu Ha Auua om eBpelcku npousxog, gupek-
mopbm Ha KoHcyacko-cmonaHckama gupekuus NbAHOMOWLHUAM MUHUC-
mMbp Hukoaa MeueB, 3aegHo Cc Ae2ayuoHHUME CbBemHUUU NpU Cbulama
gupekuus Hukoaa BaHueB, Xapu AeBeHcoH u AlobeH 3AamapoB noemam
pucka u pazpewaBam Ha me3u Ae2auuu ga ulgaBam mpaH3umHu Bu3su.
Mpe3 M. aBaycm 1941 2. Hukona MeueB ce ob6pbula ¢ nucMo go Aupekuusa
Ha noAuuUuamMa, 8 koemo noguepmatBa, ye camMo MuHUCMepcMBomMo Ha
BoHWHUMEe pabomu wie pazpewaBa u3gaBaHemo Ha mpaH3uUMHU Bu3u
Ha Auua ¢ eBpelicku npou3xog, koemo npomuBopeyu Ha U3PUUYHOMO
HapeXkgaHe Buzume ga ce pa3pewaBam camo om omgen AbprkaBHa
cuzypHocm. C moBa NUCMO NbAHOMOWHUSM MUHUCMBP MNeueB pucky-
B8a moU U mpuMama Ae2aUUoOHHU geAne2amu ga Bbgam nogBegeHu nog
omzoBopHocm 3a cabomak.

Mpe3 1942-1943 2. me ce om308aBam Ha 06pbuleHUSMa Ha UHCMUMYy-
uuu kamo EBpeudckama azeHuudq, MexkgyHapogHusa yepBeH kpbcm u Ha
2parkgaHu eBpeu, kamo cbgelicmBam 3a eBakyauusama Ha eBpelcku
geua npe3 Boazapus.

AeUHocmma Ha YyemupuMama gunAaoMamu NpogoaykaBa u caeg 1943 2.,
HO pa3peudeHUIMa 3a MpaH3uMHU Bu3u He Mo2am ga 6bgam gokyMeH-
mupaHu, Mol kamo 2oAaMa yacm om apxuBHume gokymeHmu kakmo
Ha Ae2auuume B8 Byganewa u bykypew, maka u Ha ma3u gupekuus 8
MuHucmepcmBomo Ha BbHWHUMEe pabomu ca BepoamHo yHUWoXKeHU
npu 6omMbapgupoBkume.

Hukona BaHueB (1892-1972). PogeH B c. TopHo Bpogu, MakegoHusq.
FOpucmkoHcyA U gunAoMam.

Alo6eH 3namapoB (1900-1988). PogeH BB BapHa. Cekpemap 8 MuHuc-
mepcmBo Ha BbHWHUME pabomu u uznoBegaHusama, gunAoMam.
XeHpu AeBeHcoH (1892-1963). PogeH 8 Hlo Mopk. Aunromam.

Hukoaa MeueB (1893-1949). PogeH B Codusa. Aupekmop Ha KoHcyacko-
cmonaHckama gupekuusa npu MuHucmepcmMBo Ha BbHWHUMEe pabomu
u uznoBegaHusMa, gunAoMam.

CBew, B namem Ha 4-Mmama 6bA2apcku gunAoMamu NAAU
EkamepuHa 3axapueBa, Buuenpemuep u MUuHUCMbpP Ha BbHWHUMe pabomu



In the years 1941-1944 telegrams were received at the Consulate Business
Directorate to the Bulgarian Ministry of Foreign Affairs through the
legations in Budapest and Bucharest with requests by Hungarian and
Romanian Jews to be permitted to pass transit through Bulgaria for
Palestine. Despite the express forbiddance on permitting transit visas for
persons of Jewish origin, the director of the Consulate Business Directorate,
the Plenipotentiary Minister Nikola Petsev, together with the mission
counselors at the same directorate Nikola Vanchev, Hari Levenson and
Lyuben Zlatarov, undertook the risk and allowed these legations to issue
transit visas.

In August 1941 Nikola Petsev referred to the Police Directorate by way of

a letter, which underlined that only the Ministry of Foreign Affairs could
permit the issuance of transit visas to persons of Jewish origin, which was
in contradiction with the express order the visas to be permitted only by
the State Security Department. By way of this letter the Plenipotentiary
Minister Petsev risked that he himself and the three mission delegates be
legally convicted for sabotage.

INn 1942-1943 they responded to the official addresses by institutions, like
the Jewish Agency, the International Red Cross and citizens - Jews, by
cooperating for the evacuation of Jewish children through Bulgaria.

The activity of the four diplomats continued also after 1943, but the
permissions for transit visas could not be documented since the majority
of the archive documents, both of the missions in Budapest and Bucharest
and of this Directorate at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, were possibly
destroyed during the air-raids.

Nikola Vanchev (1892-1972). Born in the village of Gorno Brodi, Macedonia.
Legal Adviser and diplomat.

Lyuben Zlatarov (1900-1988). Born in Varna. Secretary at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Creeds, diplomat.

Henri Levenson (1892-1963). Born in New York. Diplomat.

Nikola Petsev (1893-1949). Born in Sofia. Director of Consulate Business
Directorate at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Creeds, diplomat.

CBeuw, B namem Ha 4-mama 6ba2apcku gunaoMamu NAAU
EkamepuHa 3axapueBa, Buuenpemuep u MuHUCM®BpP Ha BbHWHUMe pabomu

He3abpaBeHume Auua Ha CnaceHuemo ca AudHocmu, koumo no pas-
AUYHU Ha4yUHU ca NOMoO2HaAUu Ha BbAazapckume eBpeu ga npexkuBesm
cmMpauwHUMe 20guHU Ha BolUHama. Cpeg meax uMa pa3AudHU xopa, kou-
MO Npegu UAU cAeg moBa ca noAumuyecku U AUYHU NpomMUBHUUU, HO
B8 nepuoga 1941-1946 20guHa me ca obeguHeHU oM ugesama ga cnacam
yecmma Ha BoA2apud, ga 3ana3am yoBekoalobuBus Bvu3porkgeHcku gyx
Ha 6bAa2apckomo obuiecmBo u maka, Cb3HAaMEeAHO UAU He, cmu2am go
HaU-Bucokomo 6vazapcko Bv3BuweHue npe3 XX Bek.

The non-forgotten faces of Salvation are personalities who have helped
the Bulgarian Jews in various ways to survive the years of horror of the
war. Amend them we find different kinds of people who before or after
this time were political or personal adversaries, but in the period 1941-1946
they were united by the idea to save the honor of Bulgaria, to preserve
the loving mankind Restauration spirit of the Bulgarian society and thus,
consciously or not, to reach the highest Bulgarian summit in the XX
Century.

CBew B namem Ha Bcuuyku cnacumenu naau Eau AHaBu, npegcegamen Ha POE ,LLIaAom-
Cogusga“

A candle to commemorate all rescuers was lit by Eli Anavi, Chairperson of ROJ “Shalom-Sofia”

CBew, B namem Ha 3a2uHaAumMe eBpeu om ynpaBagBaHume u koHmpoAupaHU om bbaz2a-
puss mepumopuu Ha CeBepHa Mvpuyusg, Bapgapcka MakegoHus u epag lNpuom nanu AHxken
BaeeHwalH, hucamea u cueHapucm, npexkuBsa Xonokocm

of Ni







