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Recent developments in the field of disarmament'

The attached note on certain recent developments in
the field of disarmament was prepared for me by the Political
Division, I am sending it to you as I think you may find that
it contains useful information.

(Signed) P.-H. SPAAK
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Recent. Developments. in the FPield of ‘Disarmament

The guadripartite Anglo-American-Franco-Soviet plan,
providing for resumption of the disarmament negotiations out-
side the United Nations by a new Committee. representing -ten
countries, was submitted on 10th September to the United
Nations Disarmament Committee which, the following day,
approved it unanimously. This new Committee consisting of
the United States, the United Kingdom, France, Canada, Italy,
the USSR, Polend, Czechoslovakia, Rumanis and Bulgaria is to

hold its first meeting in Geneva early in 1960.

S As a result of the creation of this Committee, it
was not expected that disarmament would be discussed in detail
before the General Assenmbly of the United Nations. The address
by Mr. Khruschev on.18th September and the new proposals of the
Soviets will no doubt upset this. calculation.,

The provisional agenda for the Fourteenth Scssion of -
the General Assenbly contained the following items relating to
disarmament:

ds Measures to prevent incrceascd dissemination of
nuclear weapons (question raised by Ireland);

2. French nuclear tests in thc Sshara (question
raised by Morocco);

3. Suspension of nuclcar and thermo-nuclear tcsts
(question raised by India).

To thc gbove items had to be added the report of the
Disarmament Commission which, in reality, could only contain
an account of the meetings of 10th and 11th September since the
Commission had not met before then. However, thc cnsuing
discussion could have been the occasion for tackling the sub—
stance of the disarmament problem.

"It seems certain that before Khruschev delivered his
speech before the General Assembly, several Western delegations
had thought, if not of grouping together the various items
concerncd with disarmament, at lcast of proposing a single
resolution which, by seeking to conciliate the views of all
would, in fact, have left it to the Committee of ten to find
solutlons for thc probloms involved.

It is now apparent that dlsurmumont will be one of
the principal subjects for discussion by the General Assembly.
The latter has alrcady dccided to examine as separate items of
the agenda; each question relating to disarmament. Furthormore
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it has accepted the Soviet proposal to placc on theagenda a new
item: "Completc genceral disarmament',

However, whcn this- @rbat discussion on disarmament opcns,
tho Sov1et proposaels will not be the only ones that will be dealt
with, Mr. Selwyn Lloyd, during the gencral discussion on 17th -
September, put forward a plan for controlled disarmament in three
stages, aﬁd it s;ums probable that 1t w111 oc sunported by the
Western powers. \ :

It is 1ntcrest1nd to note thqt in their recent statemunts,
the Western statesmen have laid particular strcess on the nced for
any disarmament plan to make provision for control and inspection,
wherecas the Soviets, in their new proposals, continue to sooak of
control in terms as ambiguous as before. .

The aim of th¢ plan presented by Mr. Sclwyn Lloyd is to
achieve in three stages the gbolition of 2ll nuclecar weapons and
of all means of mass destruction, as well as the reduction of
other weapons and of the armed forces to levels sufficiently low .
to make a war of aggression impossible.: '

The first stage would be mainly preperatory and would
1nvolve the following opcrations:

(a) an agrecment on the suspension of nuclcar tests
would require acceptance by all countries;

(b) o technical confercnce to study control of the
suspension of the use of fissionablc material for
the manufacture of wecapons;

(¢) an agreement between the Great Powers to restrict
the numerical strength of their forces; the
setting-up of an international body for the coll-
ection of information on the prescnt levels of
forces and conventional weapons;

(d) a study on the transfer of given quontities of
certain types of wedpons to an international
control organization for safc-keeping;

_(e) a donforCncé for the study of the political and
-+ technical aspects of tho measures to prevent
surprise attacks; - "

(f) a study on problems in conncction with the use of
. outer space for pcaceful-purpoSGS;
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a study on the cheracter and functions.of an
international control body responsible not only
for controlllng disarmament mcasures but also
to an increasing extent for the maintenance of
peace while armamcnts arce in the course of
reduction.

the second stage, the implementary phasc opéns:

DdefgSSlve reduction under control of conventional

weapons and +hc numcrical strength of armed
fOPCbS,

cessation of the production of fissionable material
for the manufacture of arms;

start of the reduction in the level of stockpiles
of atomic weapotis by means of the transfer to
non-military purposgs of certain stocks of
fissionable materials held by the military;

setting-up of a system of inspection to prevent
surprise cttacks;

agreement on a system guaranteeing the use of
outer spacc for peacéful purpoeses;

start of measures for extending the scope of the
international control body with a view to
enabling it to ensure the maintenancc of peace.

The third and final stage, would lead to the large-—
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scale disarmament, under international control, of all countriecs,
It would comprise the following measures:

(a) ~prohibition of the manufacture of nuclear,

chemical and biological weapons and of all
weapons of mass destruction;

prcohibition of tho use of such weapons;

prohibition of the use of outer space for
military purposes;

study of the possibility of controlling and later
destroying, the rcmaining stocks of nuclcar weapons;

establishment of international control of
military budgets; -,

final reduction of conventional weaopons and the
numerical strength of forces to the lCVblS
required for internal security;
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(g) expansion of the internatidnal control body to
enable it fully to carry ocut its task of maintain-
ing peace.

It will thus be scen that the plan proposed by Mr.
Selwyn Lloyd establishes at each stage & halance between nuclear
disarmament and conventional disarmament, and lays spcecial stress
on control. It follows the general line of the West's previous
proposals. .
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