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To: Permanent Representatives 

From: Secretary General 

Preparation oE the Summit Meeting 

Enquiry in the NATO countries on ~ast/~est contacts 
and exchanges 

Text of the RepQ - by the Netherlands 

I am forwarding herewith the text of the reply by the 
Metherlands Government to the questions set out in document 
~ 0 / 6 0 / 3 0  on ~ast/k'est contacts and exchanges, 

(signed) Po-He S P U  
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REPLY BY THE NET3ERLmDS GOVERNPdEl!JT TO 
D 0 c ~ ~ ~ 0 / 6 0 / 3 0  

The Netherlands Government has studied the Secretary 
~eneral's most useful questionnaire on East-west contacts 
( docurilent PO/~O/~O) and would answer the specific questions 
listed therein as f ollovs: 

(1) -- Non-interference in domestic affairs 
The comrflunist countries distribute quite a great 

amount of propaganda material among the population of the 
Netherlands. The Soviet Embassy in The Hague, e. g ,  issues 
several times a week an information bulletin with a circulation 
of about 10,000, In addition, publications such as bfSoviet 
Union" are sent to private addresses, This publication and other% 
like W e w  Timesff and Soviet newspapers, are also available at a 
number of newspaperstands and bookshops, There are also regular 
broadcasts from the Soviet Union in the Dutch language. All 
these publications and radio bro~dcasts give a distorted picture 
of the situation in the Netherlands and are of a subversive 
character. 

The Vestern countries are handicapped by the fact that 
they have to counter this propaganda individually, whereas the 
communists co-ordinate and direct their p~opaganda towards one 
very definite purpose: the spreading of communism. 

In the case a small country like the Netherlands 
the task of countering these Soviet activities is not an easy 
one, as the Soviet Union has no 2difficulty in -taking retaliatory 
measures such as the decrease of the importation of Netherlands 
products, Threats to this effect have already been received in 
the past, 

Though it seeas doubtful ~hether any results can be 
expe,cted, we are nevertheless of the opinion that the Russians 
should be urged- at the summit conference to cease such activities. 

(2) Official contacts 

Official contacts between Netherlands and Soviet bloc 
Government officials or parliamentarians are of little or no 
advantage to a country like the Netherlands. We also have the 
iinpression that trained communist officials txho visit the West 
are on the whole hardly influenced by such contacts. The 
situation is different with delegations of a more technical or 
scientific character. On balance, it would seem useful to enable 
nationals of coiunist countries to get acquainted with the 
Western way of life. 
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( 3 )  Freedom of movement f o r  persons  

The VJest should. con t inue  t o  u rge  t h e  S o v i e t s  t o  
abandon t h e  ~ c s t r i c t i o n s  t hey  impose on p e r s o n a l  freedom of 
movement. T h i s  i s  one of t h c  weak s p o t s  of t h e  Sovie t  b l o c ,  
a s  t h e  communist r u l e r s  ~ ~ O I K J  only  t o o  w e l l  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  
freedom is incompat ible  wi th  t h e  maintenance of a  communist 
regime. A dec ree  of t h e  Supreme Sov ie t  of  t h e  1 6 t h  September, 
1949,, has  even made i t  i l l e g a l  f o r  Sovie t  c i t i z e n s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
c o n t a c t s  w i t h  f o r e i g n  d ip loma t i c  miss ions  wi thout  t h e  consent  
of t h e  Sovie t  l!'tlnistry of F o r e i g n  A f r a i r s ,  Only r e c e n t l y  a 
young s tuden t  who had v i s i t e d  a  Western Sinbassy i n  E'ioscow f o r  
a  p u r e l y  i nnscen t  purpose was subsequent ly  m a l t r e a t e d  and 
a r r e s t e d .  

(4) Freedom of' in format ion  

Any p o s s i b i l i t y  of  enhancing t h e  freedom of inf'or- 
mat ion,  i n  a l l  i t s  a s p e c t s ,  should be  f u l l y  e x p l o i t e d  by t h e  
Western c o u n t r i e s .  Like t h e  f r eedon  of movement, t h i s  i s  a  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  v u l n e r a b l e  p o i n t  w i t h  t h e  comxunists.  S ince  t h e  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  and s a l e  of newspapers, p e r i o d i c a l s  and books is 
i n  t h e  hands of S t a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  i t  would be  of  importance 
t o  have some means o f  a s c e r t a i n i n g  t h a t  IqJes tem p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  
once admi t ted  i n  t h e  Sovie t  b l o c ,  a r e  indeed f r e e l y  a v a i l a b l e .  
I n  view of what Mr. IUnrushchev a.0. h a s  r e c e n t l y  s a i d  on t h i s  
s u b j e c t  i n  h i s  Novosibi rsk  speech,  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  hope of 
ach iev ing  any genuine fraedom of iMormat ion .  

( 5 )  C u l t u r a l  and a r t i s t i c  exchanges 

A s  t h e  comxunist c o u n t r i e s  have f a r  g r e a t e r  funds  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c u ~ t u r a l  and a r t i s t i c  cflanifestat ions t h a n  
c o u n t r i e s  l i k e  t h e  Re ther lands ,  t h e s e  exchanges w i l l  b e n e f i t  
t h e  communists mope t h a n  U S ,  u n l e s s  t hey  t ake  p l a c e  on a  b a s i s  
of s t r i c t  r e c i p r o c i t y ,  Th is  is no t  a.lrZ;ays p o s s i b l e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
f o r  t h e  s m a l l e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  e i t h e r  f o r  l a c k  of funds  c r  of 
comparable a y t i s t i c  groups.  I n  o rder  n o t  t o  l e t  t h e  s c a l e s  
be t i p p e d  t o o  nuch i n  f avour  o f  t h e  Sov ie t  b l o c ,  some form of 
Western co-ord ina t ion  and co-opera.tion might be u s e f u l ,  

A s  t h e  language o f t e n  p r e s e n t s  a d i f f i c u l t y ,  s t r e s s  
should perhaps  be l a i d  on t h e  exchange of  e x h i b i t i o n s  of t h e  
. p l a s t i c  and n i c t o r i a l  a r t s ,  where t h e  Vest  has  a  xarked 
s u p e r i o r i t y ,  I n  t h e  f i e l d  of music,  a  c a r e f u l  s e l e c t i o n  should  
be  made i n  o rde r  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  me a r e  sending t h e  very  b e s t  
a r t i s t s ,  a s  t h e  Sovie t  b l o c  c o u n t r i e s  have t hense lves  e x c e l l e n t  

' music ians  and some good o r c h e s t r a s  
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( 6 )  Exchanges i n  the  f i e l d s  o f  tourism and s p o r t s  

The Netherlands have received s e v e r a l  groups of t o u r i s t s  
from the  Soviet  Union and o f  s t u d e n t s 7  e s p e c i a l l y  from Poland. 
Recently a  group of Ukrainian trade-union l e a d e r s  has v i s i t e d  
t h e  Netherlands under the  auspices  of TJNESCO, and t h i s  v i s i t  has 
been an ?eye-openerf f o r  a  number of people i n  t h e  group. They 
have been s t r u c k  by the f a c t  t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 
workers and e2~p loyem i n  the  Netherlands i s  t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  
from what they ha.d always been t o l d .  They were, t o  some ex ten t ,  
a l s o  inpressed  by t he  l i v i n g  condi t ions  of t h e  workers. I n  t h e  
near  f u t u r e  s i m i l a r  groups froa Rumania and Bulgaria  w i l l  v i s i t  
t h e  Netherlands,  a l l  of them under the  auspices  of UNESCO. 

The general  conclusion can be drawn that such v i s i t s  
may be  of advantage t o  the  i f  t h e  v i s i t o r s  a r e  taken c a r e  
of by a good organiza t ion  i n s t e a d  of being l e f t  i n  the  hands of 
comwnnits o r  t h e i r  syrnpathisers i n  the  i-eceiving country,  

(7)  - Sconomic r e l a t i o n s  

( a  The Netherlands a r e  genera l ly  i n  favour  of extensive 
t r a d e  with t h e  Soviet  bloc.  However, the  S t a t e  t r a d e  system of' 
these  c o u n t r i e s  o f f e r s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  guarantees  f o r  a f r e e  irn-port 
i n t o  th.ese c o u n t r i e s ,  and our l i b e r a l  iinport po l i cy  is the re fo re  
not  rec iprocated ,  Noreover, t h e  Netherland-s must have the  
means t o  p r o t e c t  themselves vis-B-vis these  coun t r i e s  aga ins t  
cheap and. lapge-scale  imports which might d i s t u r b  the markets, 

Since t h e r e  e x i s t  a l ready organiza t ions  l i k e  the ECE 
which dea l  with t r ade  r e l a t i o n s ,  t h e r e  seeills t o  be no need t o  
d i scuss  t h s s e  ques t ions  a t  t h e  summit conference,  unless  f o r  
p o l i t i c a l  reasons.  The Soviet  Vnion has made proposals  i n  t h e  
ECE f o r  t h e  establishixent o f  an ' 'all-European reg iona l  t r a d e  
organiza t ionEq and f o r  the  holding of a  conference of l l i n i s t e r s  of 
Trade. Thcse proposals  v i l l  be d iscussed  during t h e  next  meeting 
of t h e  ECE,  toreo over, i n  the  l a s t  meeting of the  General 
Assembly of the  United Nations some Zast-European countries have 
proposed the  establishment of a world and of r eg iona l  t r a d e  
organiza t ions .  These proposa ls  wer6 not  adopted as the 
e x i s t i n g  o rgan iza t ions  were considered t o  be  adequate,  

(b) Should t h e  Soviet  Union propose t o  d i scuss  genera l  
ques t ions  of t r a d e  a t  the  summit meeting, i t  might be d e s i r a b l e  
f o r  p o l i t i c a l  rca.sons t o  en te r  i n t o  d iscuss ion .  

( c )  I n  such a cass  t h e  proposals  s e t  out  i n  p a r a p a p h s  ( 5 )  
and ( 6 )  of document ~46(58)93 can s t i l l  be r c g ~ . ~ d e d  a s  v a l i d ,  

( d )  These suggest ions,  e spec ia l ly  t h e  one concerning the  
s a l e  of surp lus  products a r e  of too  d e t a i l e d  and too  d e l i c a t e  a  
na tu re  t o  be a iscussed  at t he  sumii t  meeting. Iteins of secondary 
innportance should not  be  included i n  i t s  agenda, 
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