
y__ N A T O  U N C L A S S I F I E D  - 

To : The P o l i t i c a l  Committee 

From : The Chairman 

There i s  at tached a report   prepared by the  
P o l i t i c û l  Affairs Division o f  t he   In fe rna t iona l   Sec re t a r i a t  
on t h i s   s u b j e c t .  
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" 
SUPDIARY 

The t r end  o f  r e l a t i v e l y   b r i e f  and czlm coirment on 
NATO Ministerial   Meetings by Eas t  &ropean  media  which began 
in December 1968 has cofitinued f o r  the  December 1970 meeting. 
The TASS statement  of  4th December seemed to   p rovide   the  
gxide l ines  for subsequent  Eastern comment, ~lti1ougll some of 
i ts  views were an t i c ipa t ed  by e a r l i e r  Czechoslovak  and East 
German observations.   Bulgarian and  Czechoslovak  cocmentsries 
expressed   so l idar i ty   wi th  -the GE?. Czechoslovak, GDR, Polish 
and Soviet  views cast the  United  States  as the v i l l a i n  who 
opposes a securi ty   conference a n c l  c a l l s  for increased military 
expenditures i n  Westeern Europe i n   o r d e r  t o  msintain i t s  con t ro l  

NATO Commwliquud as a mass of  cont rad ic t ions  and s ingled   ou t  
over   tha t   reg ion .  Rumania's pr incipal   s ta tement   descr ibed the 

Hungarian comment was remarkably calm and ob;cctive  while  the 
France as t h e  NATCI member  "who stood i n  favour OÏ a co;lference". 

Albanian  continued i t s  view t h a t  the two superpowers were really 
conspir ing  to .   .obtain world hegemony for   themselves .  

o f f i c i a l  news i?genc;r TASS charged the NATO Comci l  with 
crea-t.inC; t 7 a r t i f l c i ~ l   o b s t a c l e s "  to :XL improveci a tnosphere   in  
Europe by i n s i s t i n g  on a Ber l in   se t t levent   before   s teps   can  be 
taken f o r  convening a European security  conference.  

In  a commentary issucd OP. kcern'oer 4 ,  t h e  :%viet 

TLSS said -that the  Rrussels Mirlistei-ial  Xeeting was 
dominated by 1ihawkst8 led. by the  Uni.ted SLates. It s a i d   t h a t  
the  United  States  had ,:lade a c t i v e   e i f o r t s   i n   b r u s s e l s  "to 
strengthen  -the NATO m i l i t a r y  machinery 2nG t o  rev ive   the  
dangerous  'Cold Wart methods r e s o l u t e l y  denounced by the  
people". 

TAS3 s a i d  tha t  t i l e  NIITO Council. hacl ru l ed   au t  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n   i n   t h e  Communist-backed LLwopean conîerencc 

West Berl ini ï .  
"without first so lv ing   aont rovers in l  problems cormec?;ed with 
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going  out of the  way  to  prevent a mutually  acceptable  agree- 
"At  the  same  time,  the NATO 'hawks1  themselves are 

ment  on  West  Berlin That would  meet  the  interests O€ detente 
in  Central  Europe  as well as  the  demands  of  the  West  Berlin 
population and the  lawful  interests and sovereign  rights of 
the  German  Democratic  Republic ii TASS  added. 

Referring  to  the  agreement  by  several  NATO  countries 
t o  step-up  their  share  of NATO's military  spending2 TASS said 
lhmder the  Pentagon's  pressure,  ten  defence  ministers of the 
West  &Xiropean MATO member-states were forced  to  agree  to an 
additional  military  spending of  $1 billion  in the  coming €ive 
years. 

Vhis means  that  from  now  on  the  burden of the upkeep 
of troops  from  overseas  deployed in Nestern  LXirope  will  be 
largely  borne  by  West %,ropean tax-payers, TASS said,  seeking 
to underscore  the  "foreignii  presence  of  American  forces in 
Europe. 

TASS said  that  '%he NATO strategists  who  arrived in 
the  Belgian  capital  from  overseas did not  dare 20 come  out 
openly  against  the  policy  of  relaxation  of  tensions, to reject 
out  of  hand  the  idea  of  convening an all-Bwopean conference 
on  security,  realizing  that  this idea is  widely  supported by 
the  peoples. il 

l'The position  taken by the  session of the  NATO 
Council  on  the  West  Berlin  problem  results  in  the  establishment 
of artificial  obstacles t o  softening  the  political  atmosphere 
in Europe, it it said. 
ALBANIA 

attacked b saw  Pact and NATO,  asserting  that  the 
llcoincidenceil  the  meetings7  confirms  that  the plans and 
activities 02 the two aggressyve blocs  are  co-ordinated in 
advance by their.  principal  manipulators and that  they  have a 
common  purpose - the  consolidation of the  Soviet-US  alliance 
world  hegemonyst. 
against  the  ,people  and  the -two powers I struggle  to  preserve 

Radio  Tirana  on  the  3rd  and  again  the  7th  December 
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" 
BULGARIA 

Ee r l in  documents  had given tne  l i e  t o  Vestern  speculation  about 
alleged  differences  \vi-thin  the WXL-SW Pact   a l l iance.  Those 

Warsaw Treaty member count r ies  with the  peaceful   pol icy of t he  
documents, t he   r epor t   s a id ,  emphasized " t h e  s o l i d a r i t y  of the 

u n i t y  of 6ci;ion of  all 1!!arsaw Treaty states".  
German Democrci-tic Republic and  oncc again put t h e  accent on the 

Tlne Bulgarian Ti'ess zgency on tiîe 4 th  sa id   t he   Eas t  

CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

Ceteka on the  3rd 3eccmiier, declared that i\jkTO defence 
minis te rs  
and a step  forward as  r ega rds   s t r cnc then lng   n i l i t a r i s t   t r ends" .  

aken < a  s-kc? bac!; as r e p r d s  relaxing  tensions 

Anticipat ing  the  Soviet   rcact ioi i ,  ?Ae Czechoslovak comnentary 
sa:~d NATO Ifiinistcrs were " invent ing  obstacles  t o  v i r t u a l l y  
pos tpone   indef in i te ly  any security  conierence"  because of t n e i r  
liworriesri over  the  Berlin  problem, foi- which they blame t h e  

power supremacy  of the  United  States  anc! i t s  European s a t e l l i t e s -  
German Dcmocratic  Republic. As regardk kTATO defencep "the b ig  

uhich  had  taken i~ r e s e r v e d   a t t i t u d e  t o  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  of 
Belgium  and The Netherlands - s i lenced   smal le r  Ebropean count r ies  

m i l i t a r i s t   e f f o r t s  of NATO i n   t h e  past" .  

1Qrosla.v Moc edi.tor-in-chief of  -th(:! CP 
on 5 th  December gavt? ful l .  r;~arks to t h o  Pa.c-tl,'s &st 

with the  German Deinocra-tie Republic  %fithout whose p a r t i c i -  
Summit PIee.tj.ng, emphasizing the  Pact Is ïpuneyuivocali j   solidarity 

pa t ion  it i s  impossible t o  e s t z b l i s h  a lastinG  peace." 

a sat isfactory  arrangement  on B e r l i n ,   s t a t i n g   t n a t  the  Alliance 1s 
requirement "is  i n  accordance with one-sideci, out-of-date 
not ions basad on  aa unequal  i;olution. and added ltDla!<ing m 
ultimatum f o r  one s in&?  ques t ion  i s  u n r e a l i s t i c  and  dangerous1'. 

m u l t i l a t e r a l  t a l k s  on European secur i ty  shows t he  aggressive- 
As f o r  a CES, the  ha rd l ine r  bloc s a i d  lïPos%poni;?& b i l a t e r a l  and 

ness  of A t l a n t i c   m i l i t a r i s t i c  and revanchis- t   c i rc les  and is  
an attempt t o  put a brake on posi t ive  processes  on the   cont inent  
of Europe from overseas.  

Moc c r i t i c i z e d  iWiTO's staterncn.t on t h e  importance of 
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N A T O  U ï i C L A S S I F I E D  

supported  the GDR, say ing   in te rna t iona l   recogni t ion  of t h a t  
regime  ifwould el iminate  one of  the chief '   procedural  obstacles 
t o   t h e  convening of a :security  conference". Pravda ca l l ed  
upon the  Federal  Repablic of Germany t o   r e c o p l z e  "the j u s t  

i n v a l i d  from i t s  beginning." 
demand of Czechoslovakia  that   the Munich Agreement was 

- 

On 2nd Deceinber Eeutschlzndsender  broadcast i t s  
s ta tement   tha t  the Wni ted   S t a t e s   i n t ends   t o   s t a t ion   nuc lea r  
weapons along  the  Federal  Regublic Is bercer wit?? the  

and to   b ind  i t s  A l l i e s   t o  American  Dolic?r.i! (This reference 
s o c i a l i s t   c o u n t r i e s  i n  an  a t tempt   to   maintain i t s  hegemony 

t o  a nuclear  mine b e l t  h3.d a lso been made by &di0 Noscow on 
t h e  same day.) 

" 

East Ber l in   t e l ev i s ion  on the  3rd stressed Pjhat it 
termed  were the  aggressive  s ta tements  made by Secretary Rogers, 
S i r  Alec Douglas-Home and ivLinister Scheel. The cornmen.tary 

quest ion of reaching  peace  taken by the  two a l l i ances .  
cont ras ted  wha% it s a i d  were the  dii'l"erent  approsciles t o  the 

S t a t e s  and c o n t i  
Neues Deutschland on the  4 . th  c r i t i c i zed   t he   Un i t ed  

eme of t he  US "chaining i t s  

Hungary  seemed t o  have  devoteci the   l eas t   energy  anci 
space t o  comment on the  N P 2 0  Xinis ter ia l   Neet ing.  Yine rad io  
and. p r e s s   r e p o r t s  o f  2nd December were  given i n  calln tones 
suggesting  the  unbiased  observations o i  a. neu t ra l   r epor t e r .  
!I'he r a d i o   r e p o r t g  f o r  example,  noted Lhzt i l s ince   the   bdapes t  
Appeal  of  Narch 1969, some elements 02 dialogue  have emerged 
between NATO and the  Warsaw Treaty s ta tes .  

Warsaw I s  
t ha t   t he   Min i s t e r s  work 

on 6th December clairiled 
agreed upon i n  advance O 
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the  December meeting  and thzt the  Cornmuniqud s t a t ed   i n   e s sence :  
"We LRbTOT shall continue armaments  because we do n u t  believe 
your &!a?saw Pact7  peaceful   declarat ions.  There will be no 
consen t   t o  a secür i ty   c ra ference  so  long  as you. do not  agree 
t o  our demands concerning ilest  Berl in .  

The press agency PAP on the  7th  said:   ' :nothing has 
happened i n  Europe t h i s  y e a r  t o  j u s t i f y  the  tgugher I.il?TO l i n e .  
But t he  US be l ieves  t ha t  the  easing of the  coni l -ontat ion  in  
Europe i s  proceeding at t o o  rap id  a pace snd i s  ge t t i ng   ou t  o f  
American cont ro l .  The US hopes tha t  t h e  brakes it has applied 
w i l l  delay an  All-European  dialogue  and the securi ty   conference 
u n t i l  a time when America w i l l  g e t  a more convenient  bargaining 
p o s i t i o n   i n   r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  Soviet  Union.f1 

". 

The Rumanian press agency on the   6 th   t r ea t ed   t he  
W T O  Communiqud ES a mass of contradict ions.  nius, while 
c a l l i n g  f o r  a reduct ion of tens ions ,   the  Cornmuniqd also 
c a l l e d  f o r  NATO's OFIT, increased  mili tary  might.  While 
Ninis ters   favoured  t i le   pr inciple  o f  a s e c u r i t y  co?1,Tereme, they 
a t  t h e  same 'time  hedged i-t with r e s t r i c t i v e   c o n d i t i o n s ,   p a r t i -  
c u l a r l y  as regards a sat is l 'actory set-tlerilent o i  the   Ber l in  
problem  and a fa-vourr;ble  course oi ncgotia-t ions underway. The 

were the  US and  Dutch pos i t i ons  against, a conference u n t i l  
comment or1 a t t i t u d e s  towards n conference noted what it said 

precondi t ions were met, whereas France witin some concern  over 
a se t t lement  of the Berl in   mat ter ,  f':;tooti ir! i'zvour o f  a 
conferencc , If iiDenmar:r, Ido~wiy  arlci o t i ~ e r  coct:,.k;-i.es advocsted 
.tile s t a r t i n g  of a many-sided d:~:::loguc- amor.q; the  sta. tes  concerned, 

East-West r e l a t i o n s .  
s t r e s s i n g  t h a t  .the effort should be continued f o r  improving 
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___c YUGOSLAVIA 

with regarci t o   t h e  Defence Ministers  Meeting,  that  Vhe 
Borba, t h e  party  paper,  on 3rd December commented, 

c l e a r   l i n e  o f  s t rengthening   the   mi l i ta ry  machine of t h e  ixIhT0 
pact  has  been  taken i n  Brussels .'l It s z i d  $ l . .  . the   plans to 
set up belts OX nuclear zones  between the two German szates 
and o ther  sirililar systems QE defence  can  consiùerably hamper 
the  processes of r e l axa t ion  i n  Europe." 
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