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SOVIET AND EAST EUROPEAN MEDIA'COMMENTS 

SUMMARY 

1 , . Soviet and East European  media comment  on the  Bonn 
Ministerial  meeting  continued the   t r ad i t i on  which  began i n  
December 1968 o f  a r e l a t i v e l y  calm and br ie f   reac t ion ,  

2. The  common theme o f  .numerous  commenfmies was tha t  
the  tremendous  changes  taking  place i n  Europe had been 'somehow 
reflected  during  the  Council  session; this d i d  not,  however, 
give cause t o  show complacency toward NATO, which  remained a 
military bloc  'directed  'against   the  socialist   countries;  

Soviet Union 
" 

3.  The starking  point f o r  Soviet  coverage o f  the  recent 
Ministerial  meeting was the  agreement  reached in   the  Nuclear  
Planning Group on the use of t ac t ica l   nuc lear  weapons, 
Commentators aimed a t  creating  the  . iupression that NATO leaders  
"l ived i n  a w o r l d  of  outdated  concepts and wished t o  ignore  the 
spir i t  o f  the  times"', They a l s o  sfressed that increased 
a t ten t ion  had been  devoted t o  the  strengthening o f  the  southern 
flank of  the  Alliance,  which, i n   t h e i r  view, could o n l y  prevent 
the  easing of  tension, 

4. The  same applied t o  the  decision  taken a t  the  DPC 
meeting on holding  Exercise '*STRONG EXPRESS!' i n   t h e   A t l a n t i c  
i n   t he  second half o f  September. In  this  regard,   a t tent ion 
was focussed on the  contradiction between  'Ithe  biggest military 
manoeuvres i n   t h e  whole h is tory  o f  NATO and the  growing trend 
towards t r u s t  and d6tente" , 

5. In   their   evaluat ion o f  the   resul ts   achieved by t h i s  
Spring s ession, commentators stressed  that   the  conference 
could- not  fail .  t o  reach  conclwsions  .dictated by. t he   i n t e rna t iona l  
s i t ua t ion  o r  t o  take  heed of  the   people ' s   ins i s ten t  demands. 
The main decision was t o  remove the   fomer   reserva t ions  and 
cofiditions  advanced  previously and t o  give  the NATO countries 
the "go-ahead1' permitting them t o  play a concrete and business- 
l i k e  part in  preparation f o r  the  conference. 

6. , The  same commentators, however, underlined that i n  
addition t o  a few r e a l i s t i c   t e n d e n c i e s ,   p o l i t i c a l  and propaganda 
clich6s of past years which cont rad ie t   ex is t ing   rea l i t i es  and 
the new atmosphere i n  Europe pers is ted  within NATO; i n  
par t icu lar ,  as on previous  occasions,  appeals f o r  the  
continuation of "defensive  efforts1' mere heard- and there  was 
talk about some paral le l ism between  such e f f o r t s  and 
internat ional   detente .  

-2- 

D
E
C
L
A
S
S
I
F
I
E
D
/
D
E
C
L
A
S
S
I
F
I
E
E
 
-
 
P
U
B
L
I
C
 
D
I
S
C
L
O
S
E
D
/
M
I
S
E
 
E
N
 
L
E
C
T
U
R
E
 
P
U
B
L
I
Q
U
E



N A T O  U N C L A S S I F I E D  

-3- 

7. In  general,  they  developed  the theme that the 
obstruct ionis t   inf luence o f  the war machine and the  archaic 
character o f  some concepts could always  be f e l t   w i t h i n  NATO; 
echoes o f  o l d  views  which r e l i e d  on so-called  defence  efforts 
and on the  increase of armaments were s t i l l  t o  be  heard, 

Albani_a 

8. There seems t o  have  been no  comment  by Albanian 
media. 

Bulgaria 

9. On the  2nd June, 1972, under  the  heading:  "Peaceful 
words and mili tarist ic  demonstrations",  Narodna A r m i a ,  
admitted that ,  a t  f i rs t  glance,   the Bonn-ad given 
a pos i t ive  anawer t o  a number of questions of v i t a l  importance 
t o  t h e  European nations,  which was a c l ea r  p r o o f  tha-t NATO 
leaders  had taken  into  consideration  the  recent  changes  in 
Europe, However,  "some  moments o f  the  preparations and the 
proceedin S of  the  session, as well as some p o i n t s  o f  the  
Communiqu 2 had shown that the  'INatovites" had not l a i d  down 
weapons and that they would a l s o  in   future   cont inue t o  oppose 
any understanding  between  European  nations,  Before,  during 
and af te r   the   Minis te r ia l   sess ion ,   mi l i ta ry   exerc ises  had been 
taking  place, remarked t h e  a r t i c l e ;  a l l  this r a t t l i n g  of 
weapons was said t o  be a new provocation  against  the European 
securi ty ,  and was not  considered t o  be i n  accord with the  
peaceful words o f  t he  Communiqub, In   rea l i ty ,   the   bas ic  aims 
of t h e   p o l i t i c a l  and m i l i t a r y   s t r a t e g i s t s  o f  NATO were t o  
delay  the  re laxat ion o f  the  atmosphere i n  Europe  and  seek t o  
blackmail some  members o f  the  Alliance,  such as Demark, Norway 
and I ce l and ,   t he   a r t i c l e  concluded. 

Czechoslovakia 

10, Commenting  on the NATO Defence Ministers '   decision 
t o  h o l d  combined a i r ,  naval and l a n d  exerc ises   in  September, 
Radio-Prague  ,on the  31st  May, ,lam,enfed .that i tmi l i ta ry   c i rc les  
of  this aggressive  mili tary-polit ical   grouping o f  imper ia l i s t  
states had not  reconciled  themselves t o  a detente and continued 
t o  a c t   i n  h%ope as i n  a thea t r e  of war't, 

-.J: Radio Pya ue  observed on the  following day that the  
NATO lVIinisterial-&$???ng  would be  influenced by the Soviet-US 
standpoint on the  question o f  mutual  reduction of t r o o p s  and 
arms in  Central  Europe; however, there  were differences of 
opinion  within  the  Alliance on these  matters and mi l i ta ry  
c i r c l e s  were in   favour  of modernising NATO t r o o p s  i n  Western 
Europe, 

N A T O  U N C L A S S I - F I E - D  
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11 . On the same day, the   Bra t i s lava  emphasised that 
the  conclusions  reached a t  the  recent  meetings  held  in  Brussels 
and Bonn were a lmos t  s t r ikingly  opposi te .  While  Defence 
Ministers  stressed  the need t o  fur ther   s t rengthen NATO' S 
mili tary  potent ia l ,   the   discussions o f  the   Minis te r ia l  Council 
showed that "the spirit of realism was beginning t o  gain ground 
i n  t h i s  forum'1. Although the agreement t o  start mul t i l a t e ra l  
preparatory talks th i s  f a l l  must be judged as a victoyy f o r  
progressive  forces,   "there were s t i l l  enough obs tac les   in   the  
path of  victory,  such as the   s t r e s s ing  of the  US presence  in 
Europe, the  reinforcement o f  the   Pac t ' s  m i l i t a r y .  s t rength and 
i t s  support f o r  r e a c t i m a r y  and f a s c i s t  r6gimes11... . a 

12, On the  3rd  June, a commentary i n  m warned that, 
even i f  t h e   r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  y e a r ' s  NATO Council session were 
general ly   posi t ive,  it would not be good t o  succumb t o  
i l lusions. .  Obviously, ce r t a in  Western po l i t i c i ans  were much 
t o o  deeply  caught up i n  o l d  concepts and ideas,  'although  these 
d i d  no longer  correspond t o  the newly established European 
atmosphere. 

13.. Rad io  Pr on the  13th  June,  claimed that the  
pos i t i ve   a t t i t ude  e Atlant ic  Al1ianc.e s t i l l  concealed a 
ce r t a in  embarrassment and indecision. As emerged pa r t i cu la r ly  
f rom the  speech by the  Secretary  General ,   cer ta in   inf luent ia l  
c i r c l e s  of the  Alliance were t rying t o  put f o r t h  new preliminary 
conditions f o r  ,convening  the  all-European  Conference. The 
proposa l  t o  discuss  the  so-called  free movement primarily 
involved an e f f o r t  t o  f l i n g  open t h o  gates * t o  ideological 
penetration of the . soc ia l i s t   count r ies ,  Tendencies t o  push f o r  
the   inclusion on the  Agenda o f  a mutual  reduction of armed 
forces   in  Europe const i tuted an  even more obvious  attempt t o  
put off t he  all-European  Conference; as s t a t ed   i n   t he  Soviet-US 
Communiqu6, and i n  view o f  the  complexity of t h i s  problem, 
talks on mutual force  reductions should be  conducted i n  a 
separate forum, and t h i s  was a l s o  the   pos i t ion  of  dl member 
s t a t e s  o f  the Warsaw Pact. 

14. On the 14 th  June,  the  Central Committee weekly Tyibuna 
gave a communist version o f  what had happened a t  NATO mec-s 
i n  Copenhagen,and Bonn.  The a r t i c l e   r e g r e t t e d  that  NATO's 
aggressive  concepts had not been abandoned  and that  i t  continued 
t o  back  tendencies which a r e  i n  conf l i c t  with r e a l i t y  and the 
prevailing  atmosphere  in Europe. The p roposa l s  o f  c a 2 i t a l i s t  
s ta tes   regarding mutual and balanced  force  reductions had a 
s t r o n g  propaganda  element i n  them; i n   f a c t ,  it concluded, NATO's 
aim in the  forthcoming  negotiations would be t o  change the  
existing  balance of  forces   in  Europe as much as p o s s i b l e  i n  i t s  
favour and t o  limit Soviet  freedom o f  movement. 
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East Germany 

15. E a s t  German media opened t h e i r  commentaries on 
29th May, by asser t ing   tha t  NATO leading  c i rc les  were  trlying 
t o  arouse  .fear of an  imaginary  Soviet  danger in   o rder  t o  keep 
a l l  s t a t e s   i n   t h e  armaments race. 

16 . On the  2nd June, the ltVoice o f  the  GDR" underlined 
that, although NATO had at  long l a s t  been  forced t o  abandon 
i t s  opposition t o  the  Security  Conference, "it d i d  not sound 

' a t  all. l i k e  a detente o r  understanding. when the  FRG Foreign 
Minister made the   t h rea t  t o  the  Finnish Government that the  
choice o f  Helsinki as the  venus f o r  mult i la teral   preparat ions 
would become problematical i f  Finland were t o  t ake   un i la te ra l  
s teps  t o  es tabl ish  diplomatic   re la t ions with the  GDR'l. It 
also s t ressed  that M r .  Scheel and the US Secretary o f  S t a t e  
had demanded that the  European Security Conference  be l inked 
with the  problem of  mutual  balanced  force  reductions  in 
Europe, I r a  problem  which would o f  course  be bound t o  make such 
a Conference much more d i f f i cu l t " .  

17. On 28th May, foresaw that i n  a l l  
p r o b a b i l i t y  t h e  Bonn C d contr ibute  t o  t he  start  
o f  an  extensive  preparation of a pan-European Security 
Conference. It reca l led  that t he  US and t h e i r  European par tners  
had declared that the  era  of confrontation was t o  be  replaced 
by a p e r i o d  of  negotiations and constructive  co-operation: 
t he re  were,  however, considerable  differences o f  opinion  within 
this understanding  related t o  the d i s t r ibu t ion  o f  the  common 
burdens,  but a l s o  based on the  opinion  expressed  in some NATO 
c i r c l e s  that  the  Wixon administration  neglected  the power 
posi t ions and that th i s  ''bona f ide   a t t i t ude"  was being  abused 
by i t s  enemies. 

Poland 
FI__ 

18. Pol ish media opened t h e i r  commentaries on 29th May, 
by noting that' only  several  days  before  the Bonn Minis ter ia l  
meeting NATO Defence  Ministers had decided t o  organize  the 
biggest  manoeuvres in   t he   h i s to ry  o f  the   All iance  in  o r d a r  t o  
demonstrate   their   s t rength  in   the face o f  t h e  all-European 
Conference. 

19. Two a r t i c l e s ,  one of which discussed  the  sessions o f  
NATO Commissions (SIC)  in   Brusse ls  between 8th and 13th May, ( 1 )  

Assembly 
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(published in   the  semi-off ic ia l   dai ly  -szaw 
13th May, 1972) and the other  the  session of NA. d . uclear  On 
Planning Group i n  Copenhagen (published  in a da i ly  o f  the  
socialist   youth  union on 18th May, 1972) ,  
were mainly t ry ing  t o  suggest  that   the European member countries 
were "getting  usad t o  the  idean o f  the  European Security 
Conference and harped on the  I tdifferences o f  opinion"  between 
individual. members  of NATO, some  of whom p e r s i s t e d   i n   t h e i r  
"cold war a t t i t ude"  while the  others  favoured.and welcomed the  
poss ib i l i t y  of detente i n  Europe. The general  tone o f  these 
a r t i c l e s  was unusually  restrained and the  language  compl.etely 
f r e e  from any aggressive o r  a'ausive  terms, 

20. A radio commentary which sharply  attacked  the  session 
of the  Nuclear  Planning Group i n  Copenhagen  on 18th-19th May, 
w.as broadcast  only on Thth June. It concluded tha t   " the  
session  t r ied t o  maintain a psychosis o f  an al leged  threat  from 
the East and .. , high  mil i tary buC?getsIt. 

21 . The problems  connected  with  the,Northern  flank were 
discussed a t  great  length.  Under t h e   t i t l e  ''Anxiety  about 
NATO's Northern  Plank", Zolnierz  Wolnosci, the   da i ly  of t h e  
Ministry of Defence,  revealed t - A n i r c l e s  were  displeased 
with Denmark's mi l i ta ry  and foreign  policy,   while.   the  latest  
trends  appearing  in  Iceland seemed t o  erode the  '!monolith 
which was intended t o  form an aggressive  bloc  directed  against 
the social is t   countr ies"  c 

22. mother   aspect  of  the  same problem was mentioned i n  
the  semi-official daily of the  same d a t e   i n  an 
a r t i c l e   e n t i t l e d :  'tNorw on Market",  which 
underlined  the  importance of  Norwegian bases f o r  fiATO. 

23. The Minis te r ia l   sess ion   in  Bonn caused  an  avalanche 
of speculations, comments and observations t o  the   e f fec t   tha t ,  
as a r e s u l t  of  President  Nixon's  visi t  t o  Moscow and Warsaw, 
NATO member couratmtics at . 'Zast  :h3d:3€jgg8ad'ato pa2%ic%pzfe ' in   .%e 
preparations f o r  a European Security  Conference, which the 
soc ia l i s t  bloc had  been  advocating f o r  a long  time,. 

24. On 31st MW, $ & y a r s z a w x  remarked t h a t  
Uaevertheless ,   in  m a n y  voices,  such  as of Gaston Thorn, 
Joseph Luns, and  the Br i t i sh  and Dutch Foreign  Ministers, one 
heard  the  echoes of  t he  o l d  mistrust ,   the  bugbear o f  Soviet 
armament, and appeals that e f f o r t s  toward  detente  should  be 
simultaneously accompanied by mili tary  strengthening o f  NATO" , 
! h o  days l a t e r ,   t h e  same da i ly  made another  reference t o  l'the 
bad o l d  days" and on t h e  1st June, Trybuna Luda, observed that 
l'at the same time, however, the  Foreign  Ministers o f  the  
Atlantic  Pact  indirectly  declared  themselves  against  reduction 
of armamentst', In  connection with t h i s  passage, one should 
mention a PAP Communiqu6 f r o m  Washington, en t i t l ed :  ItIPhe 
network of US mil i tary  bases  w i l l  remain  unchanged",  which 
appeared in   Zolnierz  Wolnosci on t h e - 7 t h  June. 
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25,, Additional comments  on the Bonn  Communiqu6 appeared 
ir, Zolnierz  Wolnosci on the  12th  June, which came t o  the  
c0n-t- l a t e s t   s e s s ion  o f  t he  NATO Council l e f t  
many matters  uncleared? and that there  were great   d i f ferences 
anong par t icu lar   count r ies   resu l t ing  from t h e i r   i n t e r e s t s " .  
A similar comment was made i n   t h e  ''Paxt' newspaper Slow0 
Fowszechneo on the  14th  June, which drew a t t en t ion  t o  a 
statement 'made by Mr. Luns that  independently o f  the  mutual. 
force  reductions,   the military power of NATO shou ld  go on 
strengthening. 

Romania 
I____. 

26. There seems t o  have  been no  comment by Romanian 
media, 

-lavis 

B o r b a  commented  on the  announced par t ic ipa t ion  o f  France i n  the 
-Naval Exercises  scheduled f o r  ear ly  September i n   t h e  
Medit  erranean. 

28. The newspaper carried  the  explanation  given  in Paris 
that  France  had  participated  before  in manoeuvres o f  th is   type 
but  with smaller  forces, "However'' ,: writus , in. .this  oase 
i t  i s  not a question o f  manoeuvres of the e type. and 
dimensions  but  rather manoeuvres o f  immense proportion which i n  
f a c t  will be  extending t o  covey all the shores of Europe, from 
the  northern most  Norwegian t o  the   is land of Cyp,rus!'. ' Borba  
asks why a movement o f  naval  forces o f  such  proportions  in  an 
e ra  which promises t o  bring a grea te r  measure of par t ic ipa t ion?  

27. Under the  heading  "France and Manozuvres" the  Belgrade 
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