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Note by the United Kingdom Delegation

Facilitics for foreign students in bloe countrics arc
still on a modest scale, The total number of such students
(bloc and Afro-/sian) at universities and high schools in the
satellites and in Yugoslavia in the academic year 1959=00 1robably
doecs not cxeceod 8,000, three-quarters of whom may comc from the
bloc. This figure, which relates, insofur as it is possible
to distinguish them, to students enga;ed on courses coveriny
several years, moy be comparcd with those for foreign students
at university in the lcading countrics in this field whieh for
1957-58 vere: United States, 43,193; Trance, 17,176; Federal
Germany, 13,916; Unitcd Kingdom, 11,276; and USSR, 11,260,

2e Among the satellites, Czechoslovakia :nd Zast Germany
arc ahead, cach with about 2,000 forcipgn students,. For tho
others the approximate current fipurcs arc: Poland, 1,000 ylus;
Roumania, 900; Bulgaria, 500; and Hungary, 300, Yugoslauvic
is host to morc than 1,000, of whom 500 arec at universiticse

b The satellite fipures could be inflated by the
inclusion of short-tcrm visitors, Dast Germany, for cxenyle,
has rececntly elained o forcign student population of L,000;
thils total cvidently takes into account attendsnce at short
courses ~nd scminars, undg nay be comparcd with the figurc of
1i2,000 students from 120 diffcerent countrics rocently announced
by the British Council as working in the United Kingdom during
the year 1959 - o0,

Lie admission to colleges and univeesitics in the aotellite
countrics is largely o nntter of intceregoveromental arran ement;
rceeont cultural cgprecmeonts hiave included student oxXchange
clnuscs,. Scholarships are also offercd under the ausilcen
of the Internationnl Union of Students (whose secretariat is
in Prague) mnd the World Federation of Democratic Youth

(1)This note i3 a contribution to a scrics on "Sovicet Culturad
Fenctration of Developing Countries", of which document
AC/52=.1(60)37 wns the first,

NATO CONIMIDELTIAL




HATO CONFIDTITIAL -2=
E .
O(sceretariat in Budapcst), both Communist front organizations,
E&nd by syeceilolised agencics of the Unitcd Netions sueh as /HO
p,:‘and LIBSCO,.
E 5 In the period up to 1958 the mein impression derived
Hfrom the figures is of the predominantly /siasn baekground of

the visiting students. In 1957-58, in thc five countrics
= (Bulgarin, Czcchoslovakia, Last Germany, Poland and Roumanin)
=for wvhich &n anclysis is avalloble, the visitcrs from communist
Geountrics were divided as follows:-

€3]
- USSR 3253 Total
E Buropcan satcllites, about 1169) 1492
= China 693
@ Outcr Mongolia 85
2 North Korca 1246 Total
| North Victnom 188 2212
370
= 2o
EThus ncarly half the visiting student population, which totallcd

poapproximately 4,750, enme from the Asian bloe stntes - North
<Kororuis being particularly prominent, Thce analysis for the
- remainder is less detalled, but the largest grouns apreor to
have come from Indoncsin nnd the United Jrab gepublic,

DE

Oe The /slan trend is reportedly passing and, os studcents
~from thc Par Inst complcte their courscs, they arce being roplacced
= by represcentetives of the new republics of thoe Nenr Enst ond
cspeelally of sfriea, and by smaller contingents from Latln
Jdncricn, Indced helf of the 300 IUS scholarships av-ilable
Oncxt yenr ore to be awerded to sfrienns,

d Te This switch of thc exponding cdueational faeilitlces

»nto the developing countrics suggests thot conversion may be
rceparded os more profitable thoan proaching to the nominally
converted, In an articlc publishcd in Jonuary, 1959,

EDr. Luduk Holubck, head of tho forcign rclations dopartment of

w the CzZcchocslovek [lnistry of Zduention, announced the

R ostnblishment ot the Charles University of o speeinl institution

= for thc politierl training of forcipgn students, He wont on

R tc sny quitc frenklys "ic want our forcign gucs+is to return

' to their countrics not only ns outstonding experts, but also

ns Czcchoslovekials dcdiernted friends and adhercents of soclinlist

;_11(L(_:“".S".

Do /n importrant rceont dovelopment in thie sphors of
indoctrination hins been the csiablishment in Dast Germany ond
Hungary of speelliscd trade union schocls, These arce intended
to proviic short courscs on union organization and mcthods us well
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as on Morxism=Loninism, The rapid turnover envisagoed will
doubtlcss provide regular contacts with both cetivo and
potcntial lcaders in the developing countrics,

9, thile the political indoctrination of visiting
studcnts is a common aim in the satecllite countrics, the cxtra-
curricular mcthods cmploycd vary somevhat in subtlcty. At
onc cnd of the scele, spceial bonuses arc paid to Communist
adhcreonts in Bulgaria and Czechoslovakia, and substantial
cuts madc in the bursarics of those who refuse to toke part
in propaganda broadcasts in Czechosloveokia and Hungory.

In Znst Germany, on the other hand, V.I.P, trcatmcnt 1is
apparcntly lavishcd on Afriecans, regnrdless of nny immediate
roturns, Therc have also bcen many cascs of colouroed studonts,
ncarly all of whom arc malc, being ecncouraged, notably in
Polend and Dost Germany, to marry during their perlod of studye
This scrves both to demonstrate the abscnce of race prejudice
and to cnsurc a measurc of subscquont control.

10, In rddition to the recruitment of individuals as
spcakers for radio programmes boamed to their native countrics,
studcnt groups are regularly mobiliscd to support thc
colebrations of specinl "Anti=Colonial" days, anniversarics
ctce '

11, ipart from thesc political overtoncs, the majority
of the students involvced aro conecrned with technical ficlds,
This contrasts with thc "liberal arts" traditions of, for
exomple, the universitics of India and Pokistane, The figurcs
suggost, as might be expected, that the proportion of technical
students among the visitors to theo sntellite countrics 1s
rather higher than thot for foreign studcents in the world nt
largc, Roumanis and Poland arc particularly to the forc
in thc spceinlist fields of oil prospecting and shipbuilding
rospcctively.

12, It scems likely that many of the overscas studonts
arrive beorusc they have failed to obtain admission to
universities and institutions in the Woste Vhen, for oxample,
many of thc lorge number of UAR students scent to tho bloce in
1958 were withdrnwn in the summcr of 1959 owing to the cooling
off in political rolations, it was found difficult to placo
them clscwhere at short notice and sonie returncd homce

13, The impaet on indigcnous student communities brings
various problcrise Irritation and jealousy have been arouscd
by the nttcntions lavished on the visitors in tho shoape of
spoeinl rllowancces, hostels and frec theatre tlcketse There
are, on the othcr hand, reports that studics arc handiecapped
by inndequatc tuition and langucge difficultics.
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14, Prcliminary language ccurscs lasting o yeoar nre
provided in Czcchoslovakia ond BEast Germany, and Poleond hns
n coursc of scvernl months, Llsewherce it sccms that the
numbers involved have scmcvhat overloaded thce meagre facilitios
nvaileble and thot studonts are often left to their own dovicoes.

15. Zven in thorough=going Czochoalovakia the normel
rcgulations do not apply to .raobs, who arc not compollcd to
nttund lceturcs and who moy take their oxwaas more than once
if they faill. It is, however, suspected that the cexumincers
there coivaonly sot lowver passmorks for the visiturs - on exercisc
in mutucl facc=saving which may serve to furcstnll criticiam
of tcaching mcthods,

16, It is tco onrly te assoss how far the cbjcet of
indoctrinnting potecnticl Jfro=/sian lcoders 1s being achiceved.
It scuns clceoar thaot the students arc not all ns mnllocble ua
the régimes may hove cxpected, z2nd it moy ucll prove thot many
of the studonts cf scichcc ond tochnology acquire n picture
of Soeinlism, and have an cffcet on their follow-students, which
is quito the reversc of the sponsors' hopes, On the other
hand, in vicw of tho important role assumocd by thc trade unions
in parts of /Irica, the cxpansion of specialised trado union
school focilitics may well prove profitable to the Sovict bloc.

OT.//N.TO,
Poris, XVlie.
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