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COMMITTEE CON IITORMATICN AND CULTURAL RELATICONS

CONTACTS BINIZIT TTALY AND THE
DURING THZE FIRST HALLY O LY50

Memerandum by the Italian Delegation

Pursuant to the declision talien by the Comtnittee on
Infermation and Cultural Relations on 28th March last, a feow
commants and items of information on contacts between Itcly and
tiie Doviet ©los countries during the Iirst six months of 1956
are ilven herewith. At fumex A to this memorandum is ¢ list of.
the mein contacts between Italy and thesce countries in the field

£ culturc. sport, tourism, etc. during this period.

[72]

2. It should be pointed out that, generally speaking, the
events relerred tc were of mineor imwortance and without any
arpréciable repercussions celither in Itely or within the Scviet
blce. It cannot ve denied, however, that the propaganda s0
Treely resorted 1o by the Communist cowuntries in the course of
these contacts has been attended with some measure of success in
Italy, particularly In middle-class intellectual circles. which
have been led to compare their own position with that of the
corresponding Cenmunist class. .

The Italian public showed greater interest in the
sporting events than in the cultural, techniecal and touristic

contaects, wiilceh passed almost wwmoticed by the general public.

rarticipation by the Soviet bloc countries in the
Milan Fair and other trade exhibitions did no more than confirm
the current opinicn ithat wWestern technicgues and standards, of
living were far suvericr to those of thc Soviet bloc countries.

3. It 1s not easy tions of public

R oth the Communist
cuthoritics and indivicuals cer isplayed an interest
tinged with cordiality which, 1 scome cases, vwent as far as
enthusiasm. Such demonstrations, however, arc generally staged
by the propvaganda organizetion, a fact which our visitors to
Comunist countries would do well 40 remembver.

L. It is noteweorthy he metter of cultural.
touristlc and 2ther exchanges. the initiastive is slmost always
laken by the Communists. Tne lgtier, moreover, are able
eI'Tectively t0 control the develonment and the outcome of such
exchanges, 2nd this makes i1t all the more necessary for the
frce countrics ito kecp a careful watch on them.,
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WHICH TOOK PLACE

with the Soviect T

S WHICH
DURING THL FLRST HALF OF 195

CULTJRAL CONITACTS

nion

Pilms:

Lectures:

Visits of

W——
Delegations:

With Bulgaria

Theatre:

Medicine:

Exhibitions:

y/ith Rumania:

Exhibitions:

tn exchenge of documentary films took place last
Tebruary: the USSR received the documentary on
the Mayors'! Congress in Florence and received
the Soviet documentary "Madonna Sistina® in
excnange.,

In .ﬂrl , Prof. Tolstov, the archaeologist,
vi cd Rcme to give a series of lectures at
thc znv_ tation of the Institute for the Middle

and Far Last. That month, Ambassador Bogomolov
spoxe in Milan on IEducation in the USSR, at the
invitation of the Cultural Association '"La
Consulta',

At the end of March, ten Italian professors of
the "Fronte della Scuola' visited Soviet schools
and cultural institutes, at the invitation of
the Soviets.

A doctor and an antiouary visited Russia to

‘conduct studies there,

£ group of 11.Italien intellectuals, selected
by the Ausoc*azicne Itelia-URSS, is later to
visit the USSR at the invitation of the Science
Lcademy of Moscow.,

An Italisn singer went to Sophia in March to

give perfermances there. A company of Bulgarian
d ancers and choirs recently sed out on a tour

of Italy.

An cychahbc of medical pecriodicals is being
arranged.

Last March, the "Comitato per 1l'Amicizia e le
relazioni culturali con 1l'Estero' organized in
Sorhia an exnivition of Italian b»ooks in
collavoration with "l'Associazione Italiana Amici
della Bulgaria'. This exnibition was officially
inavgursted by our Delegation.

”hp Rumanian Institute for external cultural
clations organized an exhibition of views of
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the principal Italian towns on the premises of
+“he Tuchar=st architects' ciub. The exhivition
was unreiated to any acticn by our Delegation.
Trhe T4olian Culfural Institute in Budapest (the
only Institute of its kind which has been allowed
to remain open in the Iron Curtsin countries) is
continuing its activitics although on a reduced
scale. me Italian lenguage courses held there
are attended by obecut a hundred students.

The Maessro, bHolinari Pradelli wend to Bucharest
to direct a numoef of concerts.

£n exhivition of Lng arian folklore was organized
in rebruarJ vy the unvﬂrlan Legation on the
premises of the Palazzo delle ESpos izioni in Rome.

Prof. Lukasi wes invited to give a few
literature lectures in Italy.

With Czechoszliovarxia

Lectures:

With Pecland

Delegation
vitit:

With the German

AT the invi tati 1 of +the cultural association
"La consulta®, a lccture on "The Peaceful
Devn“oym"ﬁ+ of the new Czechoslovakla' was given
in Romec by Czechoslovak Minister Josefl Jura

on 22%h April. .

i)

A delesation of officials of the "mte Centrale
ner la C Peﬂinﬁ”ﬂf“a Polacca' is soon to visit
Italy tc stady uevnlop ents in cinema technigues.
Several Italian intellectuals have been invited
to ‘larsaw to take part in centenary ceremonies
for the writer Adam HMickievicz.

Democratic Republic

Coanrtu.

With the Chinese

The Dresden Philharmonic Crchestra made a tour
of Nerthern Italy in May.

Peovles' Rerublic

Delegation
visits:

A delegation of six women, led by M. Li Te Chuan,
Vice President of the Chinese Yiomen's xederatlon,
arrived in Italy in March and visited the
princival towms and citiles. The visit had been
o“ﬂanlvea by "l'Unione Donne Italiane" (UDI).

-3- NATO CONFIDENTIAL




DECLASSIFIED - PUBLIC DISCLOSURE / DECLASSIFIE - MISE EN LECTURE PUBLIQUE

9

|

S

eve

t

orting

0 §=

.9

-l NATO CONFIDENTIAL
ANNEX t0

AC/52-D/176/5

A second Chincse Delcgation, led by Mr. Hou Te Pang,
Precsident of the Chemictiry Section of the Chinese
Academy, and composced of 11 persons including a
parliamentary representative and several technicians,
economists and artists, arrived in Italy on 16th April
at the invitation of the "Centro Studi' for the
development of cconcmic and cultural relations with
Cnira, whose President is M. Parri.

RBoth the USSR and the Peoples' Democracies (Bulgaria,
Rumania, Czechoslovakia and Poland) participated in
the Winter Olympics at Cortina d'Ampezzo.

A Bulgarian team took part in the volley ball match
which was held in Parma.

Hungary participated in the Ninth Junior Football
League matches and also competed for the Santelli
Pencing Cup in Naples. Italy took part in an
intecrnational gymnastic contest and a fencing match
in Budapest.

Italian represcntatives participated in the
extraordinary Assembly of the International Cup for
Central Europe (Prague, February 1956).

The Italian national rugby team met the national
Czechoslovek tcam in Prague on 29th April.

in Italian rencing team participated in an
international fencing tournanent in Varsaw in March.

Three Polisih delegates took part in a meeting of the
Exceutive Committee of the Y"Associazione Internazionale
Amatori Foxce'. :

Technical ExXchanges

Soviect Union

Rumania:

Mr, Lichalchev and Mr. Beliasev, representatives of the
"Ministry for +the USSR redio industry'! came to Italy
in April to visit industrial plant and to negotlate
with certain electronies firms, including Philips.

During the sccond half of February and the first healf
of March, a group of Rumanian cellulose tecchnicians
and officials from the Ministry of Industry of that
country visited sevcral Italian cellulosc factorics:
the paper mills belonging te thce Foggla State
printing works, tne Burgo paper mills at Turin, the
"Vita Mayer" at Cairate Lonatc and the '"Cellulosa
d'Italia™ at Chicte. One of the delegation was

also avle to may a very brief visit to the cork
industries in Sardinia and purchased LOO tons on behalf
of thc Runanian Government.
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Participetion in Italian Intcrnational Fairs

Verona Fair (1lth - 19th March)

411 the Iron Curtain countries were invited. The
following participated:

DI, with a Trade Informetion Office;
A Soviet declcecgation of observers:
L Bulgarian dclegation of observaers.

Milan Pair (12th — 27th April)

All the Irorn Curtain countrics were invited: The
following particinated:

USSR - Rumania — Czechoslovakia;
DIL - with a Trade Infermation Cffice.

Paduz Fair (29th May - 13th June)

All the Iroa Curtain countrics were invited: The
following have accepted:

USSR.

lungary - sBulgaria and Poland who &re to
participate with Trade Information Officcs.
Czcechosleovak national concorns will participate
individually.

Trieste Fair (2uth June - 8th July)

Invited: Hungary and Czechoslovakia,
Lccepted 30 far: Hungary.

Zxhibition of local handicrafis (Florence, 28th April - 18th May )

A1l the Iron Curiain countries have been invited.
Lccepted: Hungary.

Tourist vVisits

ibout a hundred Soviet tourists attcnded the Winter
Olympics in Cortina in January. Most of them were
writers, journzlists, sports promoters, trainers and
engineers. mhey afterwards visited Rome and Venice.
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