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Draft Sumuiiry Revort.

st their secting on 25tk aoril, 1251, the Council

5
Deputies instructed the Political Worxing Group to draft

a sumniory reoort of the views exorossced by the Deputies

]

inn the course of thoir discussions on conditions in
~ni and Czechoslovaliia,

There is etitnched o draft summary which will be
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< Folitienl Working Group on Tuesday, lst

Hay, 1951, 2t 3.00 s.m.

(Signed) L.#. FE&RT.

13, Belgrave Squ..re,

LONDON, S.%.1.
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EXCH.NGE OF VI 'S ON MILIT.RY, POLITICAL
\
L ND BCONQOMIC CONDITIONS IN

POL.ND JND CZECHOSLOVAKIA

On 23rd, and 25th April, 1951, the Council Deputics exchanged

‘views on military, political and cconomic conditions in Poland

and Czechqsldvakia.' " The following is a summary of the views

expressed:

I. Military Conditions
| j."Polghd.” Undcr Marshal Rokossovsky thé Polizh lLrmy has
been reorganized as an c¢fficient fighting force and sufficient
quantitics of Soviet-type equipmcnt for training purposcs have
been made available, including tanks, wheeled vehicles_and heavy
artillery. The efficiency of‘the Po1ish'Air Force has zalsc been
incrcased by the supply of Soviet-type jet fighters. Tnis rceen
trend suggests that the-Sovict Governﬁent places considerable
value on the Polish armed forces, and in thcir present state of
training and equipment they conpare favourably with the armed
forces of the other satellite countries, Bulgaria exceptcd.
Lccording té the lafest available estimates the present

strength of the Polish forces is approximately as follows:

Army - 180,000
avy v - 7,000
 Air Force - 7,000

Frontier and
Security Guards 50,000

Police 175,000
In additiég there aré between two and three thousand Russian
officcrs ser?ing as instructors, and approximately 55,000 Soviev
troops'stdtioned in Poland,

2. Czechoslovakia, The morale, training and egquipment

cf the Czech armed forces is at 2 low level.

However

1. :
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1. Roland. mhe rolationshiv between Church nnd

State is of great importonce in voloand. The present
‘regime has handled this situation with some skill, and in

e Y

géneraifhaswshOWn 2 willingness to compromisc with the
Rcman“oathblic Church. . It has been their nolicy to
diffgrchtiate between thc aristocracy of the Church and
the maiﬁ,bbdy'of>the clergy, the former being subjected
to much less f;vourable treatment .

2. Czechosiovaxia

Phe recent purges, ond conseguent changes in party

-leadership~,can be attributed in part to Soviet

l,_l

ulusﬂtlsf etion Jlth conditions in Czech avakia.

Oommunlsts, whos» solu alleginance ig to Moscow, are now firmly
in control, whercas national commmnistes formerly dominated
ﬁhe Government .

The regime has been ;ble to come to tefms with the
churche %thh,;ln terms of resistance, 2re o dcereasingly
important fo ctor. |

IIZ. Economic Conditions

roland ané Czechoslovakis have mde considerable
?rogress?in the indﬁstrﬁal fiela, althourh scrious difficulties
are ot presént being encountered as & result of chortages of
raw moteria 1s. Ori the cther hand,in the collectivization of
agriculture whlch is v“ry unpopular, compiaratively 1little
nrogress has so far been mod Troacde relations with the
west havb deteriorated.

v’l. Poland. Compared with the other satellite countries
Polrnd enjoyg 2 reasoncble stondard of living., Food and
clothing ﬁre adeguate, bﬁt housing conditions are bad.  Since
the war -olunﬂ hos ween transformed from o mainly 2gricultural

country to o semi-industriclized country without any major

cislocation.
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2. Czechoslovakia, - » determined effort is oveing

to turn Czechoslovakia

P.

J

-

even sreater emphasis on necyy ladustry at the einens

mlocl:, and exports to the Sovict and her satellit.. iz

into an arsenal for tae Lashoelrn

nceru d annually cach year since 19429, Introlacei in

the Pive—Year Plan wos revised early this vear to piace

it nCuet¢y producing for Thio nome maritet.  whe (ln

to be to reduce the Czoeh standard of living to thc
Ruscian level,

Duc to shortages of raw miterials snd maching oo

e Yy

end to lower per capit. output, production has rceontly

ceteriorated. Efforts to shep uw nrodu0ulon are hLitho
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'uub’uta by tae workers, and the rusulis so far achlicvad
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are considered by the Scviet to be far from satist

IV. Statements of Policy

¢nu ITALIAN DIPUTY expressced the vicew that cvery

3

cfrort

shout & be wade to fostor relations with the peonle of Poland

and Czcechoslovekia., .eans of attrining this e¢nd should

axnlored.

+
1

UNLTLD Sral 8 DLPUTY saild it woas the nolicy of

Goverament to encourage thie politicnl and cconomic

integration of the Sudeten Germans into the West Gorme

Republic.
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