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Note on the Problems of East-West Trade 

Before the present paragraph 9, add: 

9. The examination of statistics of trade between 

170 

NATO countries and the Soviet bloc over recent years shows three 
main features: 

(i) Since 1953 this trade has grown steadily : 
botween that year and 1959 i t ~'.:Jre than doubled. 
This represents an even higher rate of expansion 
than that of inter-European or world trade. For 
some NATO countries tho increase in this period 
was considorably more important, Greek imports 
from Eastern countr1es thus rose eleven times, 
and German imports four times while exports to 
Eastern countries from th~ Federal Republic of 
Germany incruased six t1mos and those of the 

(11) 

(11i) 

ex four tirJe.J. 

For NATO countries taken as a whole, this trade 
reIT18ins relat1 vely 1im1 ted : 1n 1959 it was of 
the order of 0.5% of total trade of North America, 
and of the o~er of 3.~ of that of ~ropean 
member c0untries of the OEEC (against about 7% 
before the War'for OEEC member cOW1tries). 

The sha l'C of trade with tho Soviet bloc 1n 
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total trade varies 8ignificantly from country to 
countl"Y} it is par'i~arly high 1n three NATO 
countries - Iceland, !brke7 and Greece, which are 
fac1ng special economic difficulties and are still 
in the course of development. In 1960, it amounted 
to 23% of Iceland's trade, in Turkey the Bloc accounted 
f"or 9% of imports and 12% of exports and in Greece for 
1 2% of imports and 22% of" exports. While in IcelanC: 
the share of Soviet trade declined in 1960 by comparison 
with previous years, the Bloc's share of Turkish traQ9 
remained approximately the same as in 1 959 and its 
share of Greece's trade increased conaiderably. 

10. East-west trade is relatively more important for Soviet 
bloc countries than for NATO countries. The share of this 
trade in total trade of Soviet Bloc countries ranged in 1959 
fran 1 ~ to 30%. This' is lower than the share in the years 
immed1ately following the war and much lower than before the 
war where the bulk of foreign trade or these countries, 
inciud1ng the USSR, was with the West. The present share is, 
however, higher than in 1953, which S8W the culmination of the 
effects of the autarchic policy enforced in the last years of 
Stalin's regime. . The relative importance of East-West trade 
compared with total trade of bloc countries and NATO countries 
is shown in Table A and B at Annex. 

11. Tables C and D at Annex g1 va a cODlllodi ty breakdown af 
East-West trade tor the years 1955 and 1959. The tigures are 
taken from the OEEC report (0(60)176) on trade relations with 
monopo17 . state trading coub.tries. The "Bastern countries" 
therefore include Yugoslavia as well 88 the Sino-Soviet bloc. 
The main commodities imDorted by OEEC members from Eastern 
countries were food, raw materials and mineral fuels; the share 
of "food" has increased in recent yeBrlJ, while that of raw 
materials and manuf'actured goods have deolined. Between 1955 
and 1959, the relative importance of mineral fueJ~ has only 
s11ghtly increased, in sp1te of substantial increases in imports 
of SOviet 011. Among the commodities e~orted to Eastern 
countries from the West, manufactured go s and machine17 taken 
together acoount for over two-thirds of', total exports in 1959; 
the share of these groups have in recent years increased,whi1e 
the relative Importance of the groups "food" and "raw materia1s" 
has diminished between 1955 and 1959. 

• 

12. llATO countries import more from the bloc than they export. 
In the years 1955 to 1959, OEEC members had an annual trade 
deficit with the Sino-Soviet bloc (including Yugoslavia) of 
between t200 am 1250 million, which may have been )lsrtly offset 
by the sottling of old claims on countries of Eastern Europe or 
by lnv1sib1es. 

14. 
The present paragraphs 9 Slnd 10 to be renumbered 13 and 
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TABLE A 

EAST...wBST TRADit AS PERCENl'AGE OF TOTAL TRlJ)E 
IN BLOC COUNTRIES . 

." ~ .. ~ '" . .. 

, . 
IuiPOr.ti - " Izports 

. . .. 
1937 1950 J.953 1959 un l.95O 1953 1959 

-~ 
~ 
~ 
rJJ. o 
~ 
u 

A. Soriet Bloc COWltr1el! 

Poland 

B1.II'Ipl7 

The SoY1et=ir. -.one ot Gel"llllUV' 1 . 

Qseaboalovald.a 

Rat_au 

Bulgaria 

Soriet UrdQll. .• 

. . 
56, 3Q 

71 37 

- . 2a 

58 31 

68. lll· 

82 J4. 

52 17.,-

. 
22 ~ ; 72 38 Xl 
24 25- 78 28 16 

Z2 .21 -"" 31 19 

:u.. 18 62 30 15 , 

lJt.- ;16 . 72 6 13 

l2 19- .79 l2 1.3 

- .15 72 U- -. 

~ (l)InolUding trade with Western Germany~ 
~ . . . 

U Est1mated by the Secretariat ot the Economic COmQission for 
~ . Europe. Souroe : .Economic Bulletin for Europe Vol. 11 No. 2 
~ Vol. 12 No.2 •. 
~ 
~ 
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TABLE B 

EAST-\"/EST TRADE AS PZRCENl'AGE OF TOTAL TRADI 
IN THE EUROPEAN NATO COUNTRIES 

Imports BEports 

-~. 
~ 
~ 
00.-
0: 
~: 
u· 
00.' 
~ 

~ 
U 
~ 

~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 

~ 
~ 

OountZ7 
1937 

Be StQ Countries 
" . 

.. .. 
Be1&1lD-Jntembml~t ,-, 

D-na:rk ,..,.. 
JIrMoe , .5.1 

Pederal R:nl11c 
otCe~ 1 JJ.5 

G1"8eoe 19.0 

lcelan4 2.5 

ItalJ 11.7 

Ifetherlanda 7.8 

lfcmrq '-8 

1'urk87 11.9 

Po~ r..5 

mdted (2) 
K1ngdcD 6.,.. 

1950 1953 

1.9 1.7 

5.8 3.8 

1.1 1.1 

6.1 3.5 

0., 1.3 

9.9 a.S 
"-0 1.9 

2.5 2.2 

5.,. 4.4-

7.8 S.5 

0.7 0.2 

z.,.. 2.2 

1959 1960 1937 19.50 1953 19S9 

2.2 1.9 .5.1 '~6 2.9 L8 ,.., ,.., 2.,.. ,., 1M9 4-0 

3.1 2.5 4., 1.1 1., 2.8 

6.4- .'-7 12.6 7.' 2.6 5.8 

7.4- 12.0 10.7 0.4- ", 1'-5 

'0.6 22.7 1.5 11.1 19., '3.7 

,..6 5.6 6.5 5.1 ,., .... 1 

2.8 2.1 5.8 ?6 2.6 1.6 

3.5 3.2 3.8 ,..,. ,-, ,..7 

9.6 9.1 12.4- '-8 7.4- 11., 
1.0 •• 2.6 1.5 2.5 2.1 

2.9 3.1 ,.6 1.2 0.6 2.1 

5 (1)Inc1ud1ng interzonal trade. Data "ror 1937 based on the 
~ d1str1bution of trade of the whole of Ge~. 

j (2)EXC1Ud1ng re-exports 
U 

1960 

2.5 

3.8 

3.2 

6.0 

22.0 

23.2 

,..7 

1.6 
,..,. 

l2.2 

•• 

2.6 

~ Source: Econom1c Bul1et1n for Europe Vol. 11 No. 2 and Vol. 12 
~ No. 2 and for 1959 and 1960: 0EIiX:J Stat1stical 

Bulletins. 
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TABLE Q 

OEEC MEMBER COUNTRIES' Il=WORTS FROM EABTERl{ comBPs 

195' 
thousand % o~ 
dollars total 

(0) 

,,~ood, beverages & tobacco. 

ibrude materials -
I 

~U1neral fuels 

~Oil and ~ats 
~hem1Cal8 

(1 ) 

198,606 

310,135 

217,858 

4,759 

51,4n 
J 
~anutactured goods, cla881~ied 
~Ch1ef'17 b;y rna ter1el , 209,954 

'-~lM~aOh1nery and transport I 
equ1pment I 51,743 

t 

~~8cellaneous manufacturedl 
28,038 

1,240 

(2) 

18.5 

28.9 

20.3 

0.5 

4.8 

19.5 

4.8 

2.6 

0.1 

19'59 
thousand "of 
dollars total 

(3) 

432,990 

370,134 

332,320 

6,935 

92,993 

239,000 

. 85,183

1 46,688 I 

7,796 

(4) 

26.8 

22.9 

20.6 

0.4 

5.8 

14.8 

5.3 

2.9 

0.5 
(~art1cles I 
IBU18cellaneous 
~~ i~ ______ ~ ____ -+------~----~ 

~~Total : 1,074,810 i 1,614,039 ' 100.0 100.0 

~ 
~source: OEm Report (C(60)176) on Trade Relations in 1959 w1th 
~ )tonopoly state Trading Countries. 
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(0) 
J 

l'oo4, benraps A tobeooo 

Orude _ter!a1.. 

·16Mral hill. 

on .xl tat. 

Ob..tMl. 

-

Jfam1tactured &oo4a, o1aald.fied 
ab1etl7 'by -.ter1al 

K"Obirwr.r m1 transport 
equ1p-nt 

Kiaoe118118OW1 IIUUIUtactured 
article. . 
iu.~lla.oua 

Total. 

thouaaDd 
4ol1are 

(1) 

234.,72' 

l22,79It-

10,579 

25,'95 

S8,~' 

207,13' 

157,001 

l2,513 

5,61.5 

~"..,172 

19.55 1959 

"or tbouaand '1-ot 
"otaJ. doUara total. 

(2) 0) (4.) 

28.1 l4.5,Jm la.' 
u..7 150,031 11.0 

1.3 1,14.& 0.1 

3.1 18,125 1., 
7.0 lJlt.,{;f3 9.9 

24.8 Jt.71,03le. ".., 
18.8 '97,""'" 29.0 

1.5 ,S,OOl 2.S 

0.7 10,'" 0.8 

100.0 1,366,687 lOO.O 

~ 
~ Souroe: 0El!C Report (C(6o)176) on Trade Relations in 1959 with 
~ lIonopo17 state Trading Countries. 
~ 

~ 
~ 
~ 

~ 
~ 

~ 
j 
U 
~ 
~ 
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