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COMMITTEE UP POLITICAL ADVISERS 

TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS ON MEMBERS uF EASTERN 
EUROPEAN DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS IN THFUS 

Note by tho United Statos Dolonciticn 

The f o l l ow ing statement on t rave l r e s t r i c t i o n s placed 
on members of Pastern Eurapean d ip lomat ic missions i n the US i s 
i n response ta the request of t h o Committee of P o l i t i c a l Advisors 
that the NATO governments f u rn i sh in format ion on t h i s subject to 
br ing up tr dato the f a c t u a l reports submitted t o the North 
A t l a n t i c Counci l i n 195U. 

For the past several years , the US Government has had 
i n e f fec t r e s t r i c t i o n s on the t rave l of d ip lomat ic and o f f i c i a l 
representa t ives i n the US on the bas is of s t r i c t r ec i p roc i t y fo r 
r e s t r i c t i o n s placed on US representa t ives in each Soviet b loc 
country inso far as t h i s was determined to bc f e a s i b l e . At 
prosont tho implementation of t h i s p o l i c y by countr ies i s as 
fa l l ows : 

USSR: On January 3, 1955, the US extended t c a l l Sovic 
c i t i z e n s i n t ï ï c US (cxcont those employed by the United Nations 
Secre ta r i a t ) the requirement, es tab l i shed in 1952 for :mbassy, 
Tass and dntcrg personnel on ly , of -prier n o t i f i c a t i o n nf contem-
p la ted t r ave l and a lso es tab l i shed areas i n the country closed 
to Srv ie t c i t i z e n s except when t r a n s i t i n g by t r a i n or p lane . 
C r i t e r i a used i n se lec t i ng the areas to be closed wore recipro-
c i t y with regard tr the areas closed i n the USSR and the den ia l 
t-- the Srv ie ta of accoss to defense i n s t a l l a t i o n s . In announ-
cing1 these a dd i t i o n a l r e gu l a t i o n s , « ic US ind ica ted tha t i t v/rulo 
be w i l l i n g to consider the mutual r e l axa t i on of t rave l con t ro ls 
i f the Soviet Government wore so i n c l i n ed . 

on several occasions since January 3, 1955, tho US 
Government has informed prospect ive Soviet 'Iiibassy t r ave le rs that 
ce r t a i n areas wore " temporar i ly c losed , " but i t has genera l ly 
re la ted such c losures to spec i f i c s im i l a r instances in which 
Soviet a u t h o r i t i e s have prevented t rave l by Americans i n tech-
n i c a l l y open areas. The US Government has a l so occas iona l ly 
granted exceptions to i t s t r ave l r e s t r i c t i o n s when spec ia l 
circumstances or the US i n t e r e s t made i t appear advisa! l e . 

I n a note dated Fay 13, 1957, the US p r r tes ted the 
r e s t r i c t i o n s imposed by Soviet a u t h o r i t i e s en American t rave l in 
o f f i c i a l l y open'areas of the USSR, and aga in stated i t s w i l l i n g-
ness to consider a r e l axa t i on of o f f i c i a l l y esta i . I ished res t r i c-
t ions on a rec i p roca l bas i s . I n i t s rep ly of June 15, 1957, the 
Soviet note did' not respond to t h i s p roposa l , even though 
Klirusoliov had stated, i n h i s Juno 2, 1957 television in terv iew 
t ha t i f there were mutual agreement hewou ld be w i l l i n g to* do 
away with those r e s t r i c t i o n s . 
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RuiTiania: Rumanian d ip lomat ic personnel are required tc 
•ivo 2k hour not ice of intended t rave l exceed in:-: a d is tance cf 35 

miles from 'SashinSton. They arc permitted to t ravel almost any-
where i n the US, although a sect ion of the '.".ast North Centra l pa r t 
cp the country i s o f f i c i a l l y closed to thorn. I n p rac t i ce the 
Rumanians have heen al lowed recent ly to v i s i t t h i s "c losed" par t 
of the c^untry, and the degree to which Rumanian diplomats w i l l "be 
excluded from t rave l there w i l l depend upon the r e s t r i c t i o n s 
a, ; 11 cot t r Legation t rave l i n Rumania. 

Poland: Czechoslovakia: Hunoary: There- arc no regula-
t ions ac tc p r i e r noTïco" rr"closc<! areas in e f fec t in the US for 
non-mi l i tary d ip lomat ic personnel of those countr ies . Thcro arc 
no r e s t r i c t i o n s as to the tr-vel of US non-mi l i tary d ip lomat ic 
personnel in the countr ies . In Poland and Czechoslovakia, 
however, IJS m i l i t a r y servicc attaches arc required to provide 
• Olv-.nce not ice of t r ave l an ! an i t i n e r a r y of the intended t r i p . 

Albania : Bu lgar ia : Those countr ies , of course, have no 
Si I m.ot ic miss ions i n the US. Their UN de legat ions are l im i t ed 
ti the New York area and arc required to obta in permission f^r any 
t rave l outs ide tha t area. i 

A l l fore ign m i l i t a r y attache personnel in Washington, 
i nc lud ing those represent ing Soviet Bloc coun t r i e s , arc requested 
tc give advance n o t i f i c a t i o n of t rave l outs ide the Washington area 
and to fu rn i sh an approximate i t i n e r a r y and date of re turn . In 
the case of naval at tache personnel , t h i s advance n o t i f i c a t i o n i s 
re iuesteo one workin • day i n advance, except f o r Russian naval 
attache personnel who must provide advance n o t i f i c a t i o n two work-
in • Says in advanco. A l l fo re ign a i r at tache personnel are 
requested to provide advanco n o t i f i c a t i o n two workin.-: days i n 
advance. For fore ign army attache personnel , the p r i e r n o t i f i -
ca t ion s t i p u l a t ed i s 1+8 hours i n advanco. However, i n p rac t i ce 
an exception has been made pe rm i t t i ng 2k hour advance no t i ce for 
a l l f o re ign army at tache personnel with the exception of those 
represent ing Czechoslovakia , Rumania and tho USSR. 

As i s the ease fo r a l l Russian c i t i s c n s i n the US, a l l 
Russian m i l i t a r y at tache personnel arc barred from cer t a i n areas 
i n the country. 

The request made of a l l f o re ign m i l i t a r y attache person-
nel for advance notification, approximate i t i n e r a r y and date of 
return is, in the case of naval and air attache personnel , enforced 
only with respect tc those personnel represent ing the USSR. For 
atIministrativc reasons, in the case of army attache personnel the 
request is enforced equa l ly s t r i c t l y v/ith respect to those represen-
ting a l l count r ies . 
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