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CONSEIL DE L'ATLANTIQUE NORD _M .. NORTH ATLANTIC COUNCIL 

f:XEMPLAJ Rt 1 :, 9 
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COgITTEE CF POLItICAL -ARVISSB~ 

KHRUSHCHEV'S VISIT !Q BU1,9.jjIA 

Accord1ns to a recent report trom our Legction in 
Sofia, Khrusbchev will stay one week, w1ll tour the country, will 
bring economic end sgr1cul tural experts and w111 probably 
discuss NATO set1v1 ties and economic questIons. 

2. Oxr Legation believes the ~r1mar7 reason ~or tho visit 
is the Bulgarian internal 8ituat1on (end related Bloc ideologIcal 
problems), and calls attention to the tollowinS points: 

(1) 

(2) 

Bulgaria's ditficult econom1c sit~tlon ~eq~rc8 
new Soviet aSSistance, whlch Moscow has app£r\IDt17 
.retused thus far; 

As 1ndicated at the recent Bulgarian 1deological 
conference (ntt.eD4ed by Secreu.ry Ilichev or the 
Central Comadttee ot the Soviot Communist Party), 
the Bulgarian CoDllllJlist Party was not unn.nimoU8 
on the need tor further anti-cult offorts; 

Certain elements in the Bulgcr1an Coum.m1et PSl·ty 
may be attempting to ease out Stal1n1at cle~nts 
such as the Deputy Premier and to~r Interior 
K1n1ster Tsankov; and 

Khrushchev's visit can provide n much needed 
psychological bolster1ng of the regime during a 
difficult period. 

3. OUr Legation bel10ves the nbove four points, 1r 
discussed probably Will not be pub11cized, with the possible 
exception o-r any new Soviet economic assistance. Publicity 
probably will concentrate on fraternal pla t1 tudes and tulm1:rw. tiona 
Llgainst NATO act1 Y1t1ee, part1cularly in Greece and Turkey. 
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4. Our lIoscow Embassy MS cODJlOOnted that Foreign Ministor . 
Gromyko will accompany Khruschchev to Bulger1n. The Embc.ssy 
thinks it notewcrth7 the. t the Soviet c.nnounccuent of 
Khruah~~ev's trip nnd subsequent pest references to it all 
epeak of a visit by a party-government del~get1on headed by 
Khrushchev. Tbe past pract1c~ in connect1on wIth such trips 
has been to give Khrushchev top billing. 

OTA!VNATO, 
PariS, XVIe. 
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