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Communist C h i n a ' s r a d i c a l communes programme, has g iven 
r i s e t o a d i f f e r e n c e w i t h Moscow comparable t o p rev ious d i f f e r ences 
over Moscow's d e - S t a l i n i s a t i o n p o l i c y i n 1956, Sov ie t s a t e l l i t e 
p o l i c y up t o t he Hungar ian r e v o l t , and Mao's "hundred f l owers " 
p o l i c y o f 1957. There i s no reason t o b e l i e v e t h a t t h i s d i f f e r -
ence t h r ea t ens the e s s e n t i a l s o l i d a r i t y o f the S ino-Sov ie t 
a l l i a n c e , as demonstra ted most r e c e n t l y i n the Taiwan c r i s i s . 
However, the communes q u e s t i o n m e r i t s c on t i n ued a t t e n t i o n as a 
p o t e n t i a l l y impo r t an t source o f d i s co r d i n S ino-Sov ie t r e l a t i o n s . 

2 , Sov i e t Treatment Marked by Re t i cence 

I n c o n t r a s t t o t he wide a t t e n t i o n which i t devoted to 
Communist C h i n a ' s c o l l e c t i v i s a t i o n d r i v e i n 1955» f o r example, 
Moscow has t r e a t e d the communes w i t h a r e t i c e n c e markedly out o f 
keep ing w i t h P e i p i n g ' s exuberance and t he deve lopment ' s i n t r i n s i c 
impor tance . Moscow has p o i n t e d l y a sse r t ed t r a d i t i o n a l d o c t r i n e 
i n a manner t o c o n t r a d i c t P e l p i n g ' s more r a d i c a l i d e o l o g i c a l 
c l a ims and has f a i l e d to comment on s t r ong c r i t i c i s m s o f the 
communes, vo i ced by the Yugos l avs among o t he r s . Apart from a 
b r i e f re fe rence by Mikoyan d u r i n g h i s r ecen t v i s i t , no p u b l i c 
Sov i e t l e a d e r s h i p s ta tement has so~much as ment ioned the consaunes, 
b u t Khrushchev p r i v a t e l y d i spa raged the experiment i n h i s conversa-
t i o n w i t h Sena tor Humphrey. 

3 . P a r t i c u l a r l y s i n c e Moscow's d i s t i n c t upgrad ing of i t s 
own c l a im o f p rogress toward communism i n t h e IU th November theses 
o f t h e Seven-Year P l a n , P e i p i n g has toned down i t s own s ta tements , 
i n f a vou r o f p r a i s e o f S ov i e t l e a d e r s h i p toward communism. Wh i le 
t h i s a c t i o n has p robab l y served t o r e l i e v e the immediate s t r a i n 
w i t h Moscow, P e i p i n g has no t e l i m i n a t e d and has r e a f f i rmed some o f 
b a s i c i s sues o f p o t e n t i a l d i sagreement . 

P o i n t s a t I s s ue 

These i s s ues i n v o l v e bo t h i n t e r n a l p o l i c y and i deo logy . 
E lements o f t he Chinese commune system run coun ter t o c e r t a i n b a s i c 
Sov i e t i n t e r n a l p o l i c i e s . They are a t v a r i a nce w i t h Khrushchev s 
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p o l i c y o f s t r e n g t h e n i n g the c o l l e c t i v e farm system ( as a necessary 
i n t e r i m s tep toward the even t u a l end o f c o l l e c t i v e ownership under 
communism) and the s t r e s s on i n c r eased r e l i a n c e on m a t e r i a l 
I n c e n t i v e s and a money economy. The d o c t r i n a l fra.ievvork w i th 
which P e i p i n g surrounded the commune movement con ta i ned i m p l i c a t i o n s 
t h a t Communist Ch i na was f u r t h e r "advanced" t h an the Sov i e t Union on 
the road toward communism. 

5 . On t he one hand , Moscow may f e a r t h a t m i s c a r r i a ge of the 
commune programme, may a f f e c t t he s t a b i l i t y o f t he Ch inese Communist 
r eg ime , w i t h impo r t a n t e f f e c t s on the A l l i a n c e , or may tend to 
d i s c r e d i t the whole communist movement. A d rama t i c success , on the 
o t h e r .hand, m igh t f o r c e Moscow i n t o a c o m p e t i t i o n o f r a d i c a l i s m 
which would 111 accord w i t h t he t r end i n the Sov ie t Union toward 
economic r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n . By r e i n f o r c i n g Pe i p i n g tS emergence as a 
second i d e o l o g i c a l c e n t r e , t he communes ^ould have long-term power 
I m p l i c a t i o n s f o r t h e l e a d e r s h i p o f wor ld communism. 

6 . R e a c t i o n i n Yugo s l a v i a and the S a t e l l i t e s 

Desp i t e t he ev i den t impor tance w i t h i n the S ino-Sov ie t b l oc 
o f t he Ch inese programme, i t s whole development has been t r e a t ed 
w i t h reserve i n Moscow's E a s t e r n European s a t e l l i t e s . Th i s 
rese rve does no t ex ten t t o Be l g r a de , and the Yugos lavs have s t r ong l y 
a t t a c ked t he communes f o r t h e i r r e g i m e n t a t i o n and s o c i a l l y d i s t a s t e f u l 
c o n f o r m i t y . Yugos lav c r i t i c i s m appears t o be based more on annoy-
ance w i t h Ch inese a c t i v i t i e s d i r e c t e d a g a i n s t Yugos l av i a i n the 
con tex t o f the Yugos lav-b loc d i s p u t e t h a n on a s e r i ou s e f f o r t t o 
app l y Marx i s t arguments a g a i n s t t h e Ch inese exper iment . 

7 . B e l g r a d e ' s charge t h a t t he b l o c was " p a s s i n g over i n 
s i l e n c e " the commune q u e s t i o n i s exaggera ted . Some f a c t u a l 
m a t e r i a l has appeared i n the p u b l i c media o f a l l the East European 
s a t e l l i t e s , b u t comment has been ra re and g e n e r a l l y has termed the 
communes s i g n i f i c a n t w i t h i n " t h e s p e c i f i c c o n d i t i o n s o f C h i n a . " 
P robab l y t h i s i s due t o t he i n he r en t c a u t i o n o f the Moscow-or iented 
s a t e l l i t e l e a d e r s . I t may a l s o stem from t h e i r p robab le .doubts 
about the Ch inese progru&ûe ao a development f o r p o s s i b l e emu la t i on 
i n E a s t e r n Europe , The peop les o f the a rea , t o the ex ten t they, 
concern themselves w i t h such remove deve lopments , p robab ly view the 
commune programme as do t he Yugos l avs . 

8 . Only i n B u l g a r i a i s t he re ev idence o f an i n t e n t i o n to base 
p r a c t i c a l p o l i c y on t he Ch inese example. W i t h i n the framework 
o f a Urogramme t o speed up comp l e t i o n o f the cu r ren t Five-Year P l a n , 
t h e B u l g a r i a n reg ime has i n t r o d u c e d en l a rged c o l l e c t i v e farms c a l l e d 
"communes" e v i d e n t l y mode l l ed t o some ex ten t on the Ch inese form. 
The regime has proven s e n s i t i v e t o the charge o f i m i t a t i n g the 
Ch inese Communists , p robab l y f o r f e a r o f i r r i t a t i n g Moscow. 
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